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Foreword 

90 MI of iiiy tnHian an^ &ecids have ashed me why [ 

shoald waoi to write about KuKh. Im't jl nther a bac^watete 
Wbat is there particularly inccrestifig about ftf 

It istme (hat KaEch reciainedfbr ceotuties set apart from (ha 
rase oflndia—though by no means 6oin (be rest of the world. 
It is true that it develop^ a endihon of aeparansm. Eves afra 
India had becoma independent, the spedal chaiacis of Kucch 
was recognized! for eight years it was administered &om the 
Ccotte as a separate diarge. But during that peeiod, 
separatum ha gone mote and more by the beard, so ibu for 
the first tune in its history Eutch is now integrated widi the 
la^et whole fiom whkh it had been so long divided. 

The sitcompanying deaease in singolarity is ofoet by 
an l ac f eas i ng importaoee. Pohool. economic sitd strai^ic 
infiuences are aemng Eutch among (hes^nificant areas of die 
Indian U&ioQ. Developments now (atr^g place in this strange 
senudaland country will alfect the pattern of communioUions 
and commetce both inside India and between India and the 
outside world. 

Hie story of bow the wriall, self-contained polity ofEutdi 
has becomea &ccor in Indians econamic planning seems eo me 
worth celling, The roots of (his story lie deep in the past: its 
significance belongs to die fiinire. 

Eutch presents an eptome of die larger story of _ 

constant invasions; a fusion of cultures; a dawrilfig sense of 
nafirttiftKcm Eutcfai annils arc fiiH of dramatic episodes; there 
is a remarkable weaidi oT'roncfiibered history’, Jjctle of whidi 
has been wnnen dovp^ 

James Tod would have donejincice to this theme, fine his 
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main wod; Uy norcL Had be devoted to Kutch » 

fraoioB of (he love wbkh he lavished on Mewar, (be tmgbtly 
legends of the Jadejas and ibe pious sadidoDS of (he great 
monastk foundations of Dhinodbar and Modh would be as 
fomiliar to hiseotians as are che heroes ofUdaipui and the saints 
of Ajmer, Unfbmznately, U is too late to waie for anotbo' Tod. 
Ku(^ is changing ao fost in response to (he caU of (he t>i/jtan 
Union that in a year or ewo» the few men who still preserve (he 
oral iradiiions of 'remeo^ered hisrery wiD vanish, leavii^ 
no Bucc e aso n . bidla, as well as Rutch, would be (he poorer if 
lbs andeoe lore were lose. It is not only full ofbiteress in itself; 
i( provides a clue to what Rutch is tmngifig to (he coltotal 
hcDtage, as well as ro (he economic resource, of India. 

Many points of Rutch's story cannot be cleared up until we 
bww more about the history of waiem India. I have tried to 
bring logether whac is known at present, and lo weave it into 
a narrative. I hope (hie will illustrate, if only by cne example, 
sojnething of the unique wealth of local culture* and 
loyalties are novr combining their strength is the new 
body-poUde of (he Indian Union. 
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Kutch To-day and To-morrow 
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RETURN 


Tbb plane wloch cardes mail and passogen between Bombay 
IQ In^ and Kandii in Palostan took olFoacdy on cme ILoiu 
the dvil aerodrome ai Abmedabad. Tliis was mdiuUe to all 
concemed» because we were embarking a number of Gujaran 
mercbancs and cbeitladMS who were travellmg CO Karachi. The 
fonnalids of cusioma, currency, paagporB and health, which 
nowadays beset those who pas becweoi T"Aa md Pakison. 
had CO be transacted. But everything was done smoothly and 
with lirde Biss, as be£a the Indian Airlines Corporaoon, which 
cons the widely-flung and intricate network of aic commit 
nscactons inude India. There b probably no other nogle 
development in the new Btdia which has aflecrcd so pr^ 
fouodly the life and oaclook of the people, fioorniaus 

’distancea, vdncb have beat a proUem to every Indian Covem- 
mmt sbice the tune of Asoka, are now bodged in a maner of 
hoars; the remotest parts of the Indian contineni are linked by 
speedy, and remarkably reliable, air-transpon. There is scarcely 
a town in buha feom whldi a lecta cannot be posted to-day 
which will rea^ eo-norrow a reeapieot in any comer of the 
country. 

At the elderly but weU-kepc Dakota—a mark which lemaizts 
stall the indispensable nuid-oB^U-work of the Indian air— 
swung westward on ta course co Koceb. I could not help 




SUTCB TO-DAY AND TO-MOSKOV 

reflectirg upon die kvoIuuoo m commumcatioes which had 
ecabled me to break&ff ic Bombay while lookup forward 
with cocfd ca ce to a lunch m Bhuj, the ttpieal of Kucch. Very 
dearly I remembered the ondiness and discomfort of the many 
journeys which I had made between the mainland and Ruich 
mesriietdaya, 

Two routes used to be open to the trayellei to Kocch. He 
couldjoumey by sea all the way from Bombay eo the andciit 
seaport of KuicH-Mandvi: or he caold take a rwelve-houi 
raihvay (dp on the broad gaagcliDeto Ahmedabad; change inro 
the meire-gauge for the slow j^ttoi for another rweiTc hours 
through Kaihiawad, and eheo embark dcher at Bedi in 
Nawanagat State, or u Naolakhi in Morvi Snce, foe rhe 
short sea passage ro the new pore which Mabarao Khengarji El 
of £uich (117^1942) had built at Kandla on a deep<wac«r 
creek, with enormous posslbilitiea forinrcmaoooal shippmg. 

The ali^ea route bad this advantage—one did not change so 
oftei as on die land route. This was ^uise a point when one had 
a lot of baggage—or a frmily—to transport. Bat it entailed a 
rw^day voyage on the Arabian Sea—which can be hordbly 
sough—in a small steamer which carried ded: as well as cabin 
passeogm, closely Jammed rogeiher with much mixed cargo, 
mcluding a great deal of livest^ which were rather odorous 
and messy traveling companions. This aJI-sca route is muHr 
the older of the cwo; arid it was for cencudes die only way of 
(tavellmg berweea Kuech and the Malabar coast. In pte-eceam* 
ship days is could be dangcroias as well as uneomfomble, Mrs 
Postant, writifig in iSjp, has described bow a state of 'actual 
suJ&iDg’ was gradually replaced by one of'patient eodarence’ 

as day succeeded day m a coimcry-oait. [n her time, die voyage 

from Bombay cook anything from ten to twenty days. In one 
respea, however, cravdlers to Kuzch a hundred years ago were 
htekier than in my own earlier days. The sturdy, ICui^built 
aait IQ which that intrepid yotng womnn travelled was a bl e 
to land passengers direct on itmjifmd at Mandvi Port. But die 
modem steamer has to lie a mile or two o&hore in the road- 
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rOTCg TO-DAV AND TO>MO«>OW 
send, while pusenges and goods arc landed on a da^boitomcd 
ligbter. 

If the travelUr happened so be ardvmg as a guest of the 
evet-hoepiuble Ruling Family oflCuTch. an ofidal laimch was 
sent to falfn him off the sceamee. But ai sooie scares of the tide 
die sea was so shallow chat a furthec rraosla to a rowing*boac, 
and evenmally a bullock cart, became neceaury lot a drysbod 
landing. 

This land of procedure was all very well asao experience_ 

indeed my ?die enjoyed It enormously when she returned ffom 
England in company with Maharao Khengarji El in tpja; but 
the nu|oricy of EuropcaM pteterred the raUway-ronee, in spite 
of all die changee from train to sain and &om Crain ro boat, 
which could be a great nuba&ce if one had a lot of lac to ca k^ 
aloi^. But it is lemaikable how many Kutchas have always 
travelled to and from Bombay by sea even when the railway 
route was available CO (hem. 

Kuteh has a long seafaring cradition, which is by no 
confened co her sailors. Kmchi merchaois and traders, both 
Hindu arid Muslim, seem to take guite nanually co long sea 
voyage; and from inunemocial dme they have frred fbr^ as 
th^ do tonlay, to East Africa, Arabia, and the Persian Gulf 
They have long been £rmly established m ZanzUnr and 
Tanganyika. Their courage and acerprue, which is shared, if 
perhaps in ksso' measure, by then kinsmen is Sauraihtra and 
Gi^aiat. mark them out from the mercantile and oadif^ classes 
in most other parts of India. 

Kur ch i tailors are tradidocally skilfnl and daring; as 

we shall notice on a lato page, it was thqr piradcal exploiis 
which frjsr convinced the British of the desirabilicyof coming 

CO terms with Kuich long befbte the strategic tmportasice of che 

uland-naie became apparent early in the nineteench century. 
The craftsmanship of Kurchi pilots impressed even the 
nauckally-minded BugliA, when they co k no w of the 
stai and daring of the voy^ from Mandvi to Arabia and 
Africa. Mis Pgatans writes appredadvely of the pilots gf 
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EUTClJ T0*'1>A7 AND TD**{OI:I>0« 

Muidvi, wbokepc iheir as carduUy u ifch«y were on an 
ladumafi; «d)o could dAtsnnmA Udnide and icoginide by 
dead reckosinB; and vrfio wan ^miliai «ritb niuti^ tabks. 
One o£ them, Vu^, poinred out Londoe (o b«r on his 

nup of Metcaior I pzejecdon, asid ofieicd lo pUo< her diere. 
Ic was no idle boaA Ko doobt Viqi re s nembered—buc Mrs 
Poso» did not koow— 4 ow a sUp boilt, equipped, and 
manned in Kucct had made (Kevoy^to Sagland and back in 
(he rime of Rao Godji U (1760-1778). 

It B no wonder (hM (he Kucebis bccairie a sea&ring race; for 
(be sea has been Cor cenmries thsr "<am road eo the world 
outside. As die maJ plan,* oarried ui smoothly and swiftly 
over the miles which had seemed to me so lo(^ and so tedious in 
the old days, the formidable narure of the barrier between 
Eouh and (he mainland became impreasvely evidenc. To the 
south of our course, the deep mlec of the Gulf of Eoich, an 
estuary arm of the Arabian Sea, drades Eurch^m Saurashrra. 
Ahead of us lay a stretch of bleak, desolate, sali-decked desert. 
This b the eastecn arm of the Rann of Kutch, sometims called 
die linle Rann. Ii cuts aff* Kntch &om Gujarat on the east 
while the Great Rann lies between Kutch and Sind on the 
north. At oat period, geologists uy, the Rann was a branch 
of (be sea -oduch cndrely surrounded Euodii and even now. 
dnring the mooso«i scuon, a greet deal of the eight thousand 
square milei which wial?* up the area of the Raon is covered 
by water. Rising above the flat sur&ce of the Rann are a 
numbo of semi-islands—Chorad. Bela. Kbadic, Paebam— 
sdildi are acceaible on iboe for half ebe year, bur aie cut off 
during the moosoon both from Kuicb and 60m the mainland 
when die ilood waters are oor. The largest of all thee tracts, 
dieBanni. was at one an island Hke the resr; but ii ii now 
jomed onto Kuxch like apeniasula. 

The little and Great Rann are grim, treeless mas, diBlculi 
to cres even dimng the dry season, often impassable during the 
monsoon months. They provide the hse refuge of the diy, un* 
tameable vnld ass; and remain the only area in India where 
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iUmiDgo«* are soil known to breed, tn the old dari» 
were ibe nutn meau of (nnsport; thof could move chrou^ 
the (orfius water during (he rains pro vidoi ii Was not loo deep; 
indeed they could go faster under these condttoas dun when 
the surface had begun (o dry up into slippery mod. The Ravu 
have an evil repuoDon. * Wiihoui a good guide,’ remacked du 
Bemhey Gesenrer as recently as rSSo, 'the pass^e is «( all 
QjDcs dangerous; navellcn being somedmes )c«c even is die 
dry season.’ Thus sunounded by sea on one side and by the 
Raruis on the ocher Kutch has been duoaglcut much of its 
biatory a place apart; a sanctuary for the poaseeioo of aduch 
princely advencurm hom many pans of India concended 
furcely: afbrdi^housefbrclafiandtemtorialloyaltieswboae 
inienacy rivals those of the Scottish Highlands, fiven whefl the 
connection hecween Kutch and the Brfoah r^ in bidh was 
chree-'goarters of a century old. ehe Bombay Govonmeot 
recognised oftrially (hat among all fg meosive respoonbilides, 
Euich had mese of the eleme&b of a discuKt nationahcy, 
because of is isolated podooD, the special character of is 
people, and di^ strong feeling of loyalty to their ruler. 

We had now left behind the little Rants, and the strange 
landscape of Koich began to slide undameath us. It seemed, 
&om (he plane, to have changed very Lttle, although there were 
certainly more roads I remembered seeing before. At first 

eiglu, Kot^ lo^ creelesi, barren-lookiDg, and rocky: but 
resembles no otho locality in India hmause of its immoue 
vadeey of scenery, which seems co change entuefy every few 
miles. Ihcre are n^ged and deeply cut nver beds, bone dry 
at evoy time of year except dudog the rains: there are well 
tilled valleys: there are large traos of rkh pasture land. Bue 
everyadute the iky i> broken by great ranges of hilb— 
the ’black hilh’ of song and story.^^ad by isolated peata- 
Dhznodhac, Jandhaha. Naaasu and their bretheesv—i^uch rise 
so abniptly out of (he nnrounding plams that (bey cm be seen 
far out at sea, long before the land itself is wichin s^he. 
li la these'black hills’ which load m the scenery ofRiitch a 
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mogc beauty allies own. At sunrise aji 4 nangec. cbeirpinDades, 
theii domes, their strange, (Weened sanunies glow with colaux. 
In the days of suamer. dteit great cast cool ah/dowi oo 
the plain: ihdr deep gorges, secret and remote, have a 
and aweome saline. Nowhere In Ketch ss one out of sight of 
the hills. They ere the guardian spiats of the land. 

AlmoR all the hdb ofKutdi are crowned wish huOdings— 
temple, shrine, or hart. In older days. Katchis were great 
hczildersi end as the merits of constructing a sanctuary increased 
if Its site was dldseult of access, hill tops were o&ei chosen by 
chepioai as ndtahle locations. Moreover, local saints—of whom 
cbexe were many—chose the solicude of hill tops both for pious 
{Dedication and for the awodnspiring penances (tspsu) which 
gave them power over gods as well as over the ordinary course 
of nature: and shrines were built to commeoiorace theic 
eusiericia. It was on the hill cops chat the feudal ^ 

the strongholds from which ch^ dominated the counnyride, 
and, on occaaiott. defied the authority of dieir overiord the Rao. 

It wet CO wards one of the largest of these forts, the citadel of 
Bhujia, which overlooks die capital from is rocky banlernens. 
with is andent Snake Tonple over all, that om plane was now 
glidnig. This hill-fbrt is cot very old as things go m Kutdi; it 
was built by Rao Godji n ahoet a hundred and seventy yeert 
ago as a land ofootwork-defence for Bhi^, Uselfvery strongly 
fortified with a high and solid stone wall, dominared by towers 
41 ^eipient intervals. When 'the Bdeish Peace* to Kutch, 
fihujia was given over to the Company as a suong'^oint, and 
was occupied for a good while afw iSt^ by a British garrison, 
(t has cow been deserted for many yean—so much so that 
vdien I visited Kutch in the tame of Maharao Khenga^i IQ 
{iS7d-i94a) panthers coidd often be seen suoniog themeelvn 
on the baolemcsa in the cool of the evening, as one dtove 
along the road under the walls in company with the Maharao, 
who was accustomed to take this route almost evesy day as a 
relaxation aim hh work was finished. 

Prom the ait, the fbrcofBhujia and the walled ocy of Bbi^, 
10 
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like tlie temio ofKutck whicK hU pwed bcnodi xne, looked 
▼ery much as (bey had always appeared during my earlier 
visis. Would o(bo have changed merer 
To arri^ in Kucch ia the old days was to step straight into 
another world. The conocry had lo own rime, which dilTered 
from that of the rest of Indk. b maintained the aadent system 
of watch and ward; (be pra of its walled Q(i«»—and even of 
the capreal—were locked at sucseti neirbec mgrou noi egre p 
were permuted miiil day dawned. Durtog all the long rule of 
Mabarao Khengaiji HI (be keys of the five gates of Bhi^ were 
deliveced to him rrery o^i; every momuig they were 
obtained fiom him so that the drizen could go aboui their 
business beyond the walls, and the long line of bullock carts 
and camels camped outside could bring in their produce fiom 
the counaydde, Kumh had jo own cuirency^^ kori, (he 
dbmgla and the dokda, coined in die Maharaoh own mint— 
instead of the ^miliar topee, anna, artd pie. Rouh currency 
was used to keep the price of common commodities low. It 
was very popular. lo disappeaxaoce u regrensd by many. 
Kutebis are great hands ar composing songs and rhymes about 
current eveno. which are rather like the West Indian calypso. 
There is a song now cunenc in Kutch b which a child ada its 
modier;' Md ifte dfiirtgla I ivani goavs and almond: 

I want dares and nuc: IWDC giam and baked gram—^ (he for 
(be three of ov dhingla! ^ where did ov dhingla got* 
The ffiOtfaer answers; ‘The dhlngb has gooe, my boy: we have 
only the anna now!' Nor was (he currency all that marked of 
Kun±fiom the rest oflndia:Kutdi had—and indeed iriTIhai 
its own language; if two Kutchis derire co be private, iew 
Gt^arads, leave alone anyone else in India, can undentand 
them. It had its own custom>Eariif--goods from Kutch paid 
dury goods fioin a foreign CDonDy whoi they entered 
India-^itd vieowerm lot successive Rulers of Kutch had 
firmly refused to enm the Indian Customs UnlocL This snange 
situaboo pasted away for ever in (948, when the prcsoit 
Maharao Madansinhji. like other great Princes of India, had 
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acceded eo tb« Indian Union, and made ova his ruling 
powers—but ooi bis sovereign starus—co the DeDu mihoncka. 
From June 1945 until November I 9 j 6 it was die Goveenmou 
ofbdia^not ibejad^ dynasty, whkb ruled in Kutcb. During 
that period. Kucch had become part of India, (t was adminis¬ 
tered by a Chief Conuniasioner appointed by the Presidau of 
bdia. Time, coinage, customs-uiiff, had become sundaidized 
to eonfbrmiey with Indian practice, in November 19J6 a 
further stage of Ruceb’s integradon with India was reached; 
Koich bemme a Dlsmct in the new oilaiged bilingual state of 
Bombay, vduch has abtotbed all Gujarat a^ Saurashsa, 


AN END AND A BEGINNING 


As die plane drcled to iand. I wu that the small origmal 
airsrrip imder Bht^ wb no long« fa use, and dut a new 
airport, complete wiih the moal faaldingi had come into 
nasee&ee. This was not euipruing, bemuse Shuj, on the disect 
line of flight between Karachi and Bomhay. had been an 
obvioQs stagu^poici from the very beginaing of a?il aviation 
fa India. It was stn^ to recall bow I had bm dtiven out by 
Maharao Khenp^ III to welcome the very fini plane—ond 
pnaudve enough it was by modem scandaxd^to land on the 
soil of Kuich-^ ie way from Bomhey to Karachi; and I 
rcfsember wondering at the time whether this novel means 
of transpoR would do anything to breah down Kucch's 
traditionalkoUtion. Bari did nocguess due within a relatively 
few yean, regular air servics would cDcmecc Bhuj er^y day 
with Bombay and Karachi, as well u with Bhamugar, Rajkot, 
snd Jamiugax, fa Katbiawad; brfagir^ Bomhay widun four 
hours, and DeDn probably within seven hours. It has become 
pceaible to readi Kuodi as easily and quicfcly as any ofaer part of 
India: and to reach any other put of India eudy and quickly 
from Kinds. The change was revolutionary: for du fint time 
fa all its history (he obstades which divide Kutdi from the 
outtide world had been overcome, 1 was eager to see what was 
bappening in the leirirory which I was viaiang for (be fttsr time 
afrer many years. 


rUTCH TO-&AT AHO TO-MOSKOV 

EiKcpt (ox the ihu I waj DaveUuig by place, ihece was 
»mir4» (o remind me of my amvak is easier days. [ was in the 
eompscy of che Mabarao, His Hi^icess Madansinhji of Kurda, 
wfaoK gufistl was. justas 1 had, m their been the goest of 
his father and of his grand^her. As we couched down, I saw 
assembled at the ahport a large gathering of officials and lool 
notables, ready to greet the Mahatao, just as diey would have 
assembled m the old days at the suckm to meet the special 
uaiD, oi on the jetty ra meet the launch, of the Rulei, The 
Maharao stepped from the plane; he was greeted by high 
offidals and by his relatives; he inspected the guard of hraoiit; 
his salote of guns thundered out according ioprococoJ; alarge 
crowd waved and shouted greetings from behind baniers. 
Supetfreially, the reckon might have been of the kind 
accorded to any ruling prince retunung to his Stace m the old 
days, [n eaotce, it was entirely dlfierent Take the of the 
Mahano himself 

His own position bears litde rehtioa to that occupied by his 
aneesron for so many ceaturies. Troe. he o Maharao of Kutcb, 
of the line of Sri Krishna, head of the great dan of Jadeja 
Rajpoes, swmteciih in descent from the conqueror Rao 
Khei^aqi L vdio umicd Eoich as his contemporaries the 
Todoss united England. He is accorded, as by ligfai, all the 
digmeies and courtesies inseparable from that great pennoa. 
But although he is atill Maharao, he is not Rider, of Kutek 
The officials vriio greet him are not his servano; they are not 
subject to hu orders: they are servants of the inA^r, Govern* 
menL It is not from his own guns that the salute is freed. He 
has neither army nor bodygoa^ of his own. He hs no direa 
authorTty m die State where once his aoeestors’ word was law. 
His possoBODs are limited to a lew pleasant houses, a hunting 
preserve or ewo and some village which belong to him 
personally, Ya even if Kutch U no longer his. he he achieved 
a pceitaoo in uumudciul a£nn which none of his ancescon. 
(or all their dvdnguidied records at Imperial ConleKnces. and 
at gatherings of the nations, had equaled. He has served his 
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cou^ widi didncciott abroad; fini as Mlftistcr in the Indian 
High Coimrusaon a Loodon. The expcrienee which he xhm 
gamed hu stood him in good stead in his new csmt; he has 
now become India’s £t« Ambassador to Norway. He is a 

spomman as well as a dipJomat; and he has done muck to oiafcs 

the name of India honoored in the new and old world among 
the rants of mtemaiioaal eennis pUyen. If his career as Ruler 
of Kutch has come to an end, through hli accesRoo to the 
Indian Union slew months after he had succeeded hn &tber, a 
new, and wider, oreet in the serrice of his country has opened 
CO him. 

Inside Kutch, the Maharao’s podnon is a diAcuIt and rasher 
delicate one. Except among educated people, ui the towns and 
larger Tillages, few Kocchis undostajid viiat has happened 
under the new dispensation. loyalty to the Mahano k 
traditional: wherever he goes, village women pthcr to sing she 
an ci en t songs of homage reserved only for ^ Prince of the 
Land, whfle men no eagerly from their labour lo lay their 
turbans at hh feet It is to him that they look, fee hdp in their 
difficulties, for patronage, fer royal fevooes, as (heir ancaiors 
have been accustomed to do fer many cmnina. Yet the 
authority which alone coold enable him to grant petioens 
IS no longer his. The machioe of adnuoissation is outside ha 
control, cTcn outside his influence, Hehasnopowerio cnodify 

its operation in any way, even ifhe were not—as he a _fes 

too wise to tty. His charities are exMfiOTe; but they cannot be 
unlimired, bemuse they are met from his private means, widw 
out the support of the State reventiee.Itspeda well both for the 
Maharao and fer the local repesentatives of the Govemoot 
that the undenundiDg beewem them is ocellent; andthaimch 
tide does its best to help and support tbe other, fiuc the simple 
villagers ue still bewildered; and it is little wonder dut tbe 
Maharao doa his utmost to rcstzia the dundon of visia to 
Kutch. which too often lead to almost heaiibrcakisg dis* 
appomunenc for those simple people who ttonoi realim that 
(he old days have gone. 
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The 'arong feeling ofpmoQAlloyaley' to iheli Ruler, wfeiet 
the Govemment of Bomb&y noteJ ae a charKterudc of the 
people oflCuteh dunog thelajt cennuy, has begwto yield is 
thetO’wmaiulujiongiheeduttted d«es, tothewidecitudna 
ofloyalcy to the Indian Republic, aod to the CoDgresa Party, as 
the leading poliocal gioup. Kutchi cows dwellm are traly 
urbanized—more urbanized perhaps town dwellA in 
many otha para of India. Their ouelook is chat of cbe nodeni 
buraieas man. Yec the older tradition of 'hingly-mindcdness*, 
which leads men to kiek to a poaos rather co soom 
abetraciaon called the State, remains very acave ihrougheuc the 
coiffitryside. Of the jdy.occ people who live in Kuc^, So pec 
cent, or 4^4,<xo, live m villages and are idU relatively un* 
toDched by (he trauemuudon of loyalries nduch haa ovotakeo 
the townimen. In this respect, Kurch resembles the laigtt 
enticy of India, where the immeese personal auchonry wielded 
dm by Mr Gandhi and afterw a rds by the present Pdme 
Ministo over the rural masses is the dvect result of the hidian 
habit of idendiying autbodey with an indivsdual rather dun 
with an budiudan. The people who gather in such immense 
numbers co see Mi Nehru whoever hegoos, to welcome him, 
and to pay the traditional tespen of^homs^ from a distance* 

(dtfshin) are led to do these things, not because he is their Prime 

Minuter, but because he is t& Loader of the Nahoa, the 
emhodimeni of the new, &ee, vital India. In die present stage 
of the R^nbhe's political development, the almost ro^ 
authoritymhichhasdmsbeen thrust upon Me Nehrareptesens 
a dynaiiuc infloence of the greatest posdble value bmuse it 
stiengihau the confidence of the masses is, and t he ir attach* 
meoc CO, the new regime. 

Sy costrase, on the smaller stage of Enicb, the old actach- 
ment to (be person of the Maharao, who no longer enjoys eicha 
niling powers or (he audioriry co redress grievances, has 
meviobly become somedusg of an anachronism, a relic of the 
past rather than an mgredienc in (he furure which h now en¬ 
folding. In these circumstances, while the Maharaob kncrvm 
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support gjf iLc new regime has proved extremely wtul-aad 
indeed uidispenssble is bridging the gap between pan and 

presew, hu physical jwoence in dw Su*e whkh be ODce ruled 

tends to become an isaeasiog source of embarrassinait to 
Himself and to oiheo as the old order of diingj ctmgo ever 
morequkkiy. On die other W. it His ro be remembered that 
lot every Kuida who habitually lives and works inside Kutch 
ebere is another KureW who babit^lim and worka oumde 
whether in Bombay. Calcucta, East Afoca, Aden, the Pecrian 
Gulf, Europe, or the United Stases. To these people, the 
Maharao remains the symbol both of their bomehnd, and of 
their auachment to the new India of which their homdandhas 
become apart. In true Kutefd tcadiboa, Makrao Madanainhji 
Bagreaemrvdler; andwlierevmhefinck the Kuteh people, his 
presence wrengihcos and endorses their pamoiic feelings and 
their pride m the new Kirch which is now displaying so much 
viuhty. 

The &ct that half the total population ofKocehis workmg 
outsde the Sraie b due partly to the maritime ttadition which 
has already been noted, and parriy to Ae difficulties of maJang 
a good UvelsKood u home. The rainfeU u uncertain and 
irregular; and at least once every decade a serious measuie of 
crop Mure and of shottage of fodder for otde can be coiv. 
fidently expected. There are no poennial rivers; and the wua 
which the monsooo brings has to be stored. The difficulty is 
that the rainfall, whoi it come*, is highly locabaol! as much as 
seveneecs mches has been recorded in &iir hoars; and rhlrry- 
one inches in thirry-six hours is not unknown. But such heavy 
faBs occur only in particular aiea»»o6cti only over a few 
square miles; and the problem ofeonfrolling and utilizing them 
sudden spates of enormous velodty, vrinch tarry oJf the top 
denude the hillsides and pastures, and then run offito waste, 
has proved very difficult to solve. Throi^hout the nmcJeeath 
ccwory successive P.ulen of Kucch experimented with dams, 
tanks and storage worb: boc it was Mahuao Rhsigaiji IH 
in pamcoUr, who devoted much peconal cce^y to the ta^ of 
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improving tk« mearu of waca^nonge. He employed the b««i 
experc be could find, whether European or bidia^ to adviie 
him. Ai i» often (be case wick ehow who break sew ground, 
his <fr ps to formulate a comprehenave plan for wafer cm- 
servaboQ did not achieve all that he had hoped. Wisely he 
arranged for a thorough survey of the entire cocmtry to ascer- 
rain its irrigadoo poaihiliaBr; but the coiLaome 

journeys of mvenigadan which he and hk experts ov^ 
thousands of miles by eaeiel. horse and car served for the most 
part laiha to rered new difficoldes than to st^esc ways of 
solving them. Some of ihe pscjeco which looked so hopeful, 
and had been commended to him by e x pert opinion, btoke 
down bemuse of exceptional local condhions of a kind not 
expenoiced elsewhere. Biu odiers succeeded: and by degree 
^ new and dificult techniques opon whkh success depended 
wete worked one. By 1930, tbe Miharao s perseverance. In 
spite of the many set-backs and disappomonenrs which he had 
fuAered. had resulted in the pieparation of designs for a number 
of pracdcal projects which were to cake shape during the 
niceeeding decade; and before he died in i94dhehad chesati^ 
ftcDon of blowing that he had pioneeed the way which those 
who came after could follow vnch conftdence. The great 
Ehengar Sagar is imperUiably connfected with his memory. It 
is. in ftct, only one of the lakes, storage-tanks and canals whkh 
he consmicted—amor^ (hem bang the channel whkh supplies 
water ftom the Viri springs to the new port of Eaadla «duch Ke 
created. 

His aon, Mahaiao Vijayar^i, father of die presenr Maharao. 
kought farther opert advice ftom die Govemmeiic of hd is 
on the pracdcability of the pla" of irngaong RutcK by means 
of storage dams, and on the e&cieacy with whidi the prqerts 
already m beuig woe being exccuredi At period, there 
were tome in Xutch who hoped due a proportion of the waters 
of the hsduf could be diverted to boiefa the State; and Kuteb’s 
claim rorudi a share was already acknowledged by the Central 
Water Power Irrigsdcm and Navigadon Committee set up by 
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cK< dwA Covcmmcnt of Indu m Yee Ibowevet sctnctive 

(bis proposdoD might appeu at fim et^t, men pBopk in 
Eotek believed dut (be Endos wwen h»d oeva dcoe moie 
chaa coucb (he wexem tip of the connery near lAkhpu; aad 
(hu the bet dut could be expected from them woold be tome 
smell muodetioo^roject me^ only in die nmy ceuon. local 
opmion (hetefore supported Mahano V^eysn^ in continuing 
hie &xber’s policy. But it U inceresuog to ooike diet since (be 
paxndoQ of the Indian sob-condnent, (be new Oovenmeat of 
India have shown some disposiaon to pres Kotdis to 
a share of the Indus wateo the aiceation of the Government 
of Pakistan. The dispure which occurred between the two 
countsies in over Chad Beth, (o arhkh fonho 

refetence u made below, may at any time bring the 194s 
fip^ing about hidus waters into pronupaice again. It is 
sij£ciait here to leniark that, duting the rule of Mahano 
Vijayarajji, the greacea of ail the worka-'^umed Vijaya 
Sagar—was constructed, and was opoied formally his 
death by Maharao MadaiuifihjL (t has a capadey of 7} j million 
cubic feet of water and. when full, can irrigate 10.000 aoes. It 
IS a u^nsficent sight, impresuTe both in eaieut and in ccci* 
senKrion. But it, too, depoda endrely on tainiaUi and when its 
wide mtchaieat^ea escapes die caprieioos anendon of the 
mesuooiu it lia as nseles as a trippled giant. Yet in any season, 
it may suddenly spring to life, a source of new hope to the 
cultivators for miles aroond; and it is by such works as this diet 
die agricultural econoiny of Kutch on be sec upon a soond 
fbotii^. By die ""»■ dist Kuteh passed under the courol of 
the Govenmiair of India, (wefiry>dire< major stouge tanks 
and other iirigadoAworits had ben cDoipiend, and three more 
weie onder eoosouccioQ. 

The new regime in Kuich baa been able to fellow up the 
same Ime of piogress with all the immense resources of the 
revenues bchiDd ft. The number of irrigaaon onks has 
been increased to thirty-aix. lo the Govermndc of India's 
Hfst Five Ymi Plan (z 9 Si'{d) ptoviaion was made fer elevoi 
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osw Urge unks, o( which eight have been compkteii; while 
oidec die Grow More Food Scheme, whi^ has met with 
socceei m Eutch ae id odur parts of Indk, eleven ubaHo 
wDcb have been connruaeii Tiie second Hve Year Plan pcc^ 
vides for a fwdier inoeaie of cwelvn in the total ncunber of 
arigaaon prefects; and there is now complete confidence among 
(he experts 4 iat the permanently irrigated area can be raised 
6om the present ^ure of xa»eco acres to 106,oco acres out ofa 
gross cropped area of 930,000 acres. Hus will mean that the 
producoon of ibod grains in Kuich be raised by 30,000 
roos and the produedeo of fodder by 50,oco tons. The prospect 
of thus makiog Eotch self-ctsfficienc in food aod &dder, for the 
first dme in is long history, fills (he officials of to-day with a 
legidmate pnde, which tomeemes inclines them to forget that 
d^ are. a^ all, doing no more than puainng. with the added 
inpetos derived from the greater tesooiees at tbeii comxnand, 
die pohey which was devised and followed, wuh much public 
spuii and at the cost of heavy sacrifices, by the forma Rollers. 
Again, while well-bohng has made suhstantul progress foe 
the country (except the Rann} Is not so badly od* for subsoil 
water as was sometiines imagned by old^ixcie Vicooys and 
otho 'cold weather’ visitots who mme to whaS (bey were 
accustomed to call ‘waceiles Kutcb’ during the winter 
laonths—iris not always remembered that at the time udieii the 
State was handed over, more chan aj,oo0 deep-bore wells had 
cocsBiicted by the old Kgline (o assist the formers. 

To set the achievemem of the new r^ime In the field of 
irrigaiioc in just pospeedve is not to undcresomas the advaiv 
tags vdiich Eu^ has already derived, and will no dotfot 
derive in mcceasiBg measure m ihe fiitme, fcomln mt^ranon 
with the restoffodia. So long as Kucch stood in isoladon, as it 
woe, it cDdld raise no external loans for developmmt purposes, 
bv spite of the tradition of fiugalicy and ample hvmg 
whif^ has characterixed tbe RoHng House for generattoiu, 
both the Railn and the State were poor in comparison widi 
ocher GLuien and otfaa Staos of ei^uivaloM prestige and area 
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elsewivre ia Indu, Even the niou care&l bisbanding of die 
AVAilAble retources could aoc rends dtem Bd«^iute ce die 
demands bade upon thsn (or inigation; agdculnnal devdop- 
menf; explojuaon of nuneral wealth; improvenae&c of com- 
munkadons; encouiagemsie of mdussy and conmefce; 
eseaUtdimar ofloolatlf-^Tenime&t: eaeecaen ^educaoon^ 
healdi, and ibe social ssvices; together «id) everythh^ else 
tliac die needs of die modem world dtmre. In consequence, 
during tile old days advance wse possible only along a 
seccoc of the total &onc at any givm dme; protest in one 
direction had to he achieved as the cost of stagaatioo, or evsi 
sobeeimes of rettogrestion, in anothetdirection. Since advance 
was partial and uneven, die advantages gained in ooe sector 
coold not be refle ci ed in any general rise of living standards; 
and were, indeed, often loct for lack of die consponding pr^ 
gress in allied sectors T^iidi could alone have coosobdated a 
permsiene and suhscandal improvement. Over all die careful, 
uudous pbftiiifig of Roler afis Ruler there hovered the 
appalling shadow of die emdc rain&U, ndiieh might in any 
year redoce die land revsnse almost to nothing, divst, to 
(he overauutering urgencies of relieving famine and obviating 
deaths from hunger, the very funds whkh had been prudently 
accumukied over a long period (be carrying out prepeco 
economic development or schemes of sodsi wel^. 

Of this agonizing sicuatiem the new adnuniatcadon in Eutch 
has b«>9i blessedly 6ee, lu resources have nor depended upon 
the local revenues. It could, sad did. csJl upon die solid fbancial 
airet^di of India not only to meet its oirrat reqiairecneats but 
also to mable it to press forward with ejasting devdopmanis 
and to ituDate new ones. Sums which would be deoned 
astronomical by any (bnner reckorang could be spent upon the 
developmem of Port without curtiilicg die exieision 
of irrigabon projects, of schooK of m e diol rdieC of com* 
mufucaoom. A new and efSoent Department of Sunscia 
enabled the needs and the resoutcea of Kocch to be accnraicly 
assessed. Whete priorities wse easentnh diey could be deter* 
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nuDcd with surauu, in the cemiory cJisf so televwu fACGothBd 
bees overlooked Simuloneous advances eoitM be pkimed 
aJoag ^ wbole rajige mEcrdepeodenK KCtan; rfae ground 
gamed could be aoeoDficaUf consolidated by coaespondisg 
advances in sunoimding sectors of administntive acdvicy. 
Op^pomioido could be seiaed in time; platming eotdd be made 
Hm'ble as well as £u’*mcliing. The cadres of ibe AU* 
inflia Servicea have been drawn upon. Competent and welt 
tnbied offiwJsi in die lower as well as in the adounistrauve 
grades, hRve been posted to Euech, as to any other pert of 
India. The Covoiunent of Kerch, {rom the riwie when the 
Government of India took over until the merging of Kutch 
into the enlarged irate of Bombay in 1956, had a aancooned 
sccDgth of nearly 5.S00 oihdals great and imill. 

The Govmunsttal machine thus built up had no doubt the 
d e feco of is ^ualitus. It was somevtdiai impersonal m opera* 
tion; in eradidoei were bureaucratic. It had brought to Kotcb 
many rtrangen whose wayi woe im^uniLar. It bad behind it the 
UDchallotgeable authority of the Goveruntait of India: it could 
exercise ^dently the ruponaibiiities entrusted to it. Id the 
space of eight years, it did much to brii^ Kucch forward: and 
to fit Zurrhw to play their put in the India of co-day and to¬ 
morrow. Although it had built, in many cases at least, 00 
fouodatioAs which had been laid by the old regime, it had both 
coaacj.idatej them and enlarged themco meet the te^uimnents 
of the age. 

Many Kutchu, in the towns at least, hold that the separate 
Govemment of Kurch. which lasted irom June 1948 to 
November 1956 deserved well of the people. Hiey deplore its 
moger the adminastraDon of the eJa r ged bi-lingual 
State of Bombay, according to the reconunendarioo of the 
Sotes Kco^aniaadon Coramiadoo, as accepted, afiec a good 
deal of b citaaon, by the Ccrvcnuncnt of India. In particular, 
they regret the replacement of the Chief Commissioner, direct 
repreioitaave id Kuich of the Government of by a 
CoDectoc, whose fim loyalty is nacorally CO the Oovemmeor of 
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the sew StAfe At Bombay, nehei chin to cho C«Dtul Goreiiw 
mcfU At Delhi—« 4 uch could alwAyi be relied upoo (ovievthe 
awds of Kusch bnpAr&AUy without Kgatd to du hworic aval* 
nes between Rutch and GjjAiat and Kuidi and SAUtathira. Yei 
che megs of Knrrb, Along with its abdect nvAl, SAUiAditn, 
into the new krger uoic is the I^uaI cora pl ftiop o{ the 
procos which began vriteo Kutch 1 m is aAdidonAl isobtion 
by becoming paxc of the new India. As such, it must be con* 
bdered both mevitable and healthy, even if k gives lise eo some 
nAtuxAl Afiwty Among those who wO be most a&aed by it, 
£»cdy how the diAnge will operate m practice, no one in 
Kutch can cleerly foresee. It is imdasrood dut the eApendicure 
AUocatcd by the Govenuoent of to the development 
pto^Ainme of Kutch will not be ewailed. It would be a 
tragedy, not only foe Kutch bur for IndiA as a whole if Delhi 
were to lose intere s t in schemes of such potential significAace 
for the narion as those whidi are now in pcogrea m that Sme. 

To travel through Kutch to-day afer an absmee of some 
two decades Is to appreciate how mudi progress has been 
made during that poiod in many direcaona. While the know¬ 
ledge oned^ved &om these earLer visits does nor support the 
daim. sometimes put forward by eamese and enthu&asdc 
members of die Congress Patty, (hat umil June 1948, when the 
Government of India asumed the admiruscration, Uede’ was 
done for the people at Utge. n is nevenheks ohviom that 
Kutch has haiefited aiormously horn the c£ctent adminntra- 
Bve isadiiocry, and, above all. from (he partidpaDon in Indian 
resources, which the take-over made posable. The e£icis are 
seen in many dgecdons. Even die mere act of euvellii^ has 
become eaate, Thae are now good toads between Bhi^, (he 
capital, and every disrrict headquaiten. The ODgmsl network 
foir-weaihei roads has bem extended to 700 miles: (he £rst 
Five Year Plan has provided for 3 do miles of permaomt State 
highways, folly equipped with culverts, bridges and causeways, 
at a cost of more than ^400,000: and the lei^di of all-weaihet 
roads berweai rhe ten prindpa] towns in the Sute, and of 
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iKcmdAry ffHfr imJs &om villages to highways is to be 
largely ondet die second Five Year Plan. This great 

excenaoQ oC the road system is sonething which no pcevious 
govenunoU of Xutch could ever aflbrd, and all parts of the 
State will ereBtually benefic fracn it. Quire probably, certaia of 
its features, ^ example the impraeively broad and wall* 
engineoed road from Nakhatrana to Lakhpat, have been given 
priority for strategic reasons. Now that Sind has become pan of 
Pakstas, Kucchis a&OQder area; and the coruries-old disputes 
between Xutch aod Sind over grazing ri^ts in some of the 
R^nn ‘islands’ have taken on an mcemational signifieaDee. 
When a quarrel broke out in over (he coUcctioB of 

grazing dues in Chad Beth. Lakhpac became an important 
outpost of India. A press of millcary (ra£c screamed rapidly 
westward along the new Nakhatiana-lAkhpaf road: and it was 
dear that the Tn«^1an Defence Mmiscry had long foreseen the 
strategic importance of die area which die h%hway was 
pUaned TO serve. 

The Nakharrana-Lakhpai road k (u hom purely 

strategic eves if smregic conaideratio&s partly account for die 
priotiry which has been given to it. If will open up die entire 
western ^dp* of Kutch, for loi^ die most sparsely-populated 
pot (son of die Sole, and will sub le valuable depoiio of hgmte, 
gypsum, end iod>4ali (o be ocploiied commercially. Under 
(he second Five Year Plan, there will be servico^oads to 
connect the places where these deposits are found—Sahara, 
Ghuteri. Julrai—with the main hi^way and with other. 

The rapid growth of the system aftDtemalcoiimifiiiicatioiu 
is doing as much as any other &ctor to all the pare of 
Enrdi closely t^ether. and (o break down the traditicnal 
isolation of districts which hare best considered relatively 
inaccessible. Medunical eranspore a taking quick advantage of 
(he oppommities now open, and both cars and lorries are 
muldplying. It is perhaps significani of the ttadidonal Xucchi 
habit of travelling principally on bugneas, that (here are four 
times as many lords—which, of coune, are imponanr 
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pniiunly Ibr tb« tnospen of gcod» ajid commciiitiA_u 

pasenger buss. Bui aa ihe service roads bemeen villages and 
the main highways increue, passenger tnuspoet increases with 
ihem. There b a Kucch Stare Motor Service, operating about 
Bevmry hoses, which now serves some 300 of the 1,000 or so 
vilkges ifi KoGch, covoing a million miles a yew and cwrymg 
about 4.000 psseogers erery day, A c pn aderable emnston of 
the syrrem is iceviiablei and is foreshadowed by a growing 
popolu demand for more and bener roads. Kaccdui ace hardy 
people. Vidio make light ofdBcomfort; but theconmsc berween 
the nnnKoIIed ^-weather roads of tbe counerydde, with 
their f4»rtVing Jujc a"4 unevoa surfaces, and the good all* 
weather roads oeac the larger towns, is not losr upon the 
inoea^g number of those vdio £nd buses conve&ieoe, or cars 
asencul, for life as ii is hved in Kutda to-day. 

This mtemal fer improved of ccmmuiiiea* 

Don is being rendbreed by enerrval &ciora. A new Kadonal 
Highway is now in courw of consoucoon which will link 
Kutch by read to AJisnedabad. It will run &ona the new town 
of Gandludham and Randla Port aooa the Xiale Rarui to 
Morvi: thsi through Sauiashsa to Viramgam: and finally 
from Vlramgam to Ahmedahad. BeforeloQg, a stream of cars, 
buses, and commcrdal vehicles will pas ro and fio between 
Kutdi and the outside woild of Ssorashtra, GujaraE, and the 
rest of India. No part of Kutch can long remain nnafieesd; 
and a rapid d^clopmenl of ocemal caoummicaiioni is 
meviiaUe, 

No doubt as one consequence of the isolarioit in whidi 
Kutch has lived for centuries, the Stare now seems to be passing 
at a bound from die age ofthe bullock catt to the era of the car 
and the aircraft. The Intermediwe stage of mi] corruiumicaiioiu 
which has bulked so Is^ in the development of internal 
transport in many other puts of die world—including India 
herself—has, in Kutch, been ahnosc eaiirely by-pued. It Is 
true that Maha/ao Khoigaip El, a pioneer in this asm so many 
other liclds, his new Port of Kandla with du imponant 
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o {Anjaj aiui with Bhi^, his capital^ by fifr^five miles oC 
railway trai^ whick is stall in coostuit use. For Quay yean, this 
was the only railway line in KukL Ha 4 tke Maharao bed his 
wiy» he would also have linlxd KandU with Decsa, aboos 
three hundred miles oordi of Bombay, so with the mam 
railway system of western India: thereby banging the advan¬ 
tages of the &r shorter haul whkh Randla provides, as againic 
Bombay, to a larger hinrecland inhabUed by nearly &fry 
million people. But bemuse Eutcb was outside the Indian 
Customs Union, sedous adnmustrairve obstacle* huergeced: 
the Government of India refused iu sanction orcept on terms 
whidi the Mahano ddt that he could not accept: the firuT^eial 
implicatioos prored iosupsably diSlculi; and the project re- 
jjtamed an uniealized dream, 

Ii hisnowbeai taken up by the Govemmeoc of India, as pm 
ofthe general schemefbr developing the natural advantages of 
Euich for the bene£i of the Union at large. A meerfr^;^ 
railway-lmk berweoi Kandla and Gandhidham in KirtcK. and 
Deesa on the Indian mainland, waa opened in ip$&. Eutchi 
passengers me now travel by crun from the magoifieent new 
station at Gandhidham—opened by (he President of India 
himself—lo any place served by the Indian railway syscern.This 
link, the fulfilment of Maharao Ehenga^i’s visioo, makes 
Kandb die natural pore for north Gujarat, Rajasthan, Delhi, 
westeen Utm Pradesh, and (he East PonjaWin ocher words, 
for the enme Indian portion of (he hinterland which Karachi 
fbonecly served before ii became the seaport, as well as (he 
capital dry, of PakiseaQ. But essential thoo^ this development 
ofoilway communimcions with India doubtless is for the futuce 
prosperiry of Euech in gmoal and ofRaadk Port in parcicular, 
i( is open (o doubt whether there is any greac scope for a coc- 
siderahle mansion of railway faeflitie* Kutch. The 

narrow-gauge track between Kandla and 6hu) has been im¬ 
proved indeed to merer-gauge lo bnrtg it iato line with the 
Kandla-Deesa link. But for the ret, ii is upon roads, ool 
railways, that Kutch will depend increanngly fisr internal com- 
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xruniwions. «p«dally qow diAt locne* ani buses are begin- 
ning to foDcdon so rapidly ajii so economicaUj in tEansporting 
goods ad pasengm &em one pars of the Secs lo anothet. 
Not should it be forgotten that reeds, not railways, are the 
obvious connecEiQg-links bemeen the rD^vns of Kutefa and the 
aircraft, whkb by eoabliag nules to be bridged in misuees, 
have made Kutdi's tradiiioiMl remotgiess fMm cbe ret of 
India a vaoishiDg memory of tiw past, A pomier w the 
probable tune of development is to be found in the csuUish* 
meot of a new airport, of protected internarioml status, not&r 
&om Anjar, vdudi will save Gandbidham and Randla, and 
udS bring to Kotch mu^ of the air^raSte hooi the area, 
formerly served by Karachi airport before Pakaeaa was 
ceated. 

Thoe are srill a number of place in Kutch whidi are by no 
means easily accesible—at any race in reasonable comfort. But 
even where roads have not yet been improved, the jeep on 
teach in a day localities which would, in former times, have 
entailed ajoumey of rhiire chat duradon by pony or omd. As a 
result, oSicen fb>m head^oaicen can keep closely in toudi with 
ibeir sobordinates in any pact of the State; mspecdons are 
guenc; outlying dircricts art be roused from apathy; pol i ng 
laid down at headquarters for the Sote as a wlwle can be eo- 
foTced everyvdtere: and progress can be achieved amultan- 
eously along a wide front. All this has given many 
visitors to Kutch the impreoon that alrrintf evoyefaing due 
they see in the way of development owes its inception to the 
regime which began in 194 , iri»ea the State was ttlen over by 
India: in fact this development depcids upon foondaooos which 
were laid fri earlier, and have provided tbe easenHal foe 
the efficient and impreasve structure which is bdng now <ro> 
ted upon them. 
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LOOKING FORWARD 


I'Ti 7 BBTai IBS S • it is obnoiB to the Tistror that the acdTioes 
of Govenunest Bt Kuick Co-day nng< OTct a &t &dii chan 

aaythiog which has b«Bi known l^ore. The very best us« is 
hang made o£ the piooeering work of eariier s^rnuuMtaiioiu: 
and ihae is a notittahle readines to launch otu in new duec- 
lions wtdeK this work has su^esred. Asoneillusirauoiiofdus, 
the pteseot pn^eaire poli^ of aSbresBtlon may be died. In 
the ilm half of the last century, nothing impressed English 
Tisiton to Eutch so un&vourably as the bareness of the 
coontrycide, and the complete absence both of sees, and of 
anydtiog that could be consideced jungle. This state of a&irs 
was die «wT.liinM result of centuries of denudation of the soil 
caused by deseruciivc loTTam dining die rains; and of the 
modless cropping of ererything grceo by (he la^ hods of 
camels, and esped^y of goMS, which toamed everywheie and 
grazed U will In 1880 the domhay CezrOerr described Kirtch 
as a 'bare country with no forest and few trees*. 3 uc diM great 
ionovator, Maharao Khengarji El, was already wxadmg with 
the pcoUem. He was the ficst to set aside dehnite areas known 
as ReUuh in which tree-^ling and grazing were prohibited 
under stiff penalties mfarced by an adequate service of forest 
guards. The were partly used as game sanecuarie; for 

ibe Maharao, in addition to being a great naturalist and huntet, 

a 
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9 ias passioAAnly devoted lo the study ofwild life in all io fbcnu. 
These pieserves were partly used as grass Cvins. from which 
fodder £bc (Ke Sate horses could be secured. Bn over and 
above everythlfig ebe» th^ porpoa: was (o ^ve newly-planred 
uees and undergrowth a chance w grow up: and to dim the 
cenrueies-oid process of denudatioo by means a£ a deliberate 
policy of afIbracatioiL 

The iiniovanon was g;r<atly ditliVfJ by villagers, goatherds, 
and ahephsds, wbo had been accustomed to allow thar 
aoimals to graze at will; and the Mahano was cridozed in some 
Indian papm for aactifidng the mtucse of the people to his 
own passion for wild life. Bxaedy the sasoe criticism was bang 
directed at the eime against the Forest Department of the 
GoveRunaDtoflndia; hot in both cases, action of the kind oken 
was quite esendaJ in the inrereats of posteriry; Year by year, 
the number of in Kutch inaeased; aitd gradually 

people became used to them, ceased to resent them, and, in¬ 
deed, began ro mke them as a matter of course. By (he dme chat 
Mahaiao Khenga^i died in 194a, there were notly two 
hundred square miles of forest reserves in Kucch—almost coo 
much, in fan, to be exploited sciouifreaUy with the resources 
which were available. But the eKcelienr advice which the 
Maharao coostancly sought from his old friend Sir Peter 
CluRerbock. for long Dkeaor-Goieial of the Indian Poret 
Service, bad been carefully followed: so that the Maharao’s 
fbrosighr and courage brought two char gains. In the first 
place, valuable eupmmee h^ been acquired about the types 
of trees vduch svere best suited for the requirements of Kuich, 
both to denudadon and to yield maikesble rimbs; and 
secondly, the foundations of a plan for reaSbrestadoB had b«en 
firmly laid. 

When the Govenunent of India icok over conirol of the 
State, there was congdoable local pressure for the coodifiaiion 
of die game laws vdii^ had done so moth to preserve wildlife 
in Kotch. Game licences were issued freely m response to the 
allegabons. made by uri>an polidcal leaders, that esude and 
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crops were sufimng frora the depretdadoiu of pamhen, wiLd 
pig, and deer Much had been ‘areificully’ preserved. In con¬ 
sequence, the r^aladoas governing the sanetiTy of wild life 
were so ^ relaxed • great deal of indischminate sbootmg 
took place, not so much by the newly-enrted villagers, as by 
middlo^laas townriblk who salhed out in cars, along good 
toads, fbc a day's huDOng, eidiAc for the marker ot ibi ^e pot. 
For some rime, this indiscruciaate footing was pennitted 
even in some of (he JiAk/uls; butbefbreloi^ (he darker which 
It presented both CO (he survival ofwild lifein any form, and to 
the proper oolisaDon of (he fames fox economic pnepoees 
became reaheed; and new regukdoos, particulaTly rating to 
shooemg m the dose season, have ae least nomioally been incro- 
duced. Moreover, while polidcal pressure has resulted in the 
abandeement of some former RaUuU lo graaing and even to 
atiempcs at cultfvaaon (which have, somewhat naturally, 
proved dnappoioiing) eonaiderabk pains have been cp 
asure the sdendiie management of (hose which remain. There 
IS soil a long way to go before (hcfbresis which ace being built 
up ID Kuicb can amin the Vlassfed* uatus;* but (he begionmg 
has beat made; and there is a small bat needy revenoe 

6 om the eaeracaon of firewood, gcass and fodder. Moreover, 
(here are plans on foot to use (he knowledge gained from 
Mabarao Khenga^fs bold venrure for (he gradual aSbrestaeion 
pfdie Baomaies. and. indeed, ofportsof theKann iisel£ Ifdiis 
proves suceessfiil. if will greatly beoefii Eutchby maeasifig the 
available pastures. More and bcoer grazing will give better 
prospects of improved living-scandards (ban an increase in (he 
cropped ares. The rural popnlaaonas avdiole Is pastoral ratbec 
*ai> agricultural: cattle, she^ and goal-ramng, rasher than 
crop-growing, seems the most profitable line of economic 
advance for most of the counayside. Moreover. pursuil is 
better edited co the erratie rainfall Much afflicta the area; &t 
where grass will flourish, a comparatively small rainfall, efced 
out &oin resources noted in the new and irrigadon wo^a, 

‘ Thac •, ibomQg a ptopertko of tevesw ce apl«] opeodiEaie. 
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cnabks cattle and herd» (« b« keptln gi»od Kean, althoi^ dw 
same amount would be almost wotse than uslee ro the 
a^cnlturalist, 

Thae are nearly rwice as many aiiinials as people in Kwcb. 
Among them are nearly joo^ooo cows, hulls and bullocb, TKe 
Kucdii cow has lo^ been one o£ the very best dual-purpose 
strains in all India; ite Raokcej and Than! breeds being par¬ 
ticularly £unous. All the Go^^nmentss^ueb have ruled Kutch 
since historic nmes have been concerned to malncam these 
rsanu; and the dlficulcy of sekcttfig good aniaials&r breeding 
purposes, and preventing the molapUcatiOB of poor speci¬ 
mens—always a problem in pkes where cow-killing as re¬ 
garded writ derestacion—has been overcome by segregating 
throw-backs to the peaceful sedusoo of Gosadans and Pnyn- 
poles, where they can live out their livo withom paasng on 
undesrable characteristics. Since the Govenmeni of India cook 
over die admioistraDon, a great of care has been devoted 
to the cncour^ement of seletred strains, with die result chat 
Kurchi cade carry oif many of the priea and certificates in 
the All T"/jn cade shows. Twelve TCey Village' cenRes have 
bem ccablished up anddown Koteb; and in ea^ chare are cvpo 
csrehiUy^eiected pedigree bulls, to vdikb approved cows are 
broughrfbr stud purposes. In addidon, there are three aroficul 
insenuDsbon centres, one at Shu], one at Anjar, and one at 
Nakhatraiu—at each of which pbces four pedigree bulls are 
stationed, 'Hie Govemmoit of maV^* good use of che 
essdng Pinjrapoles, which are bemg seiesiiijcally regulated &< 
die beetet malnteoaDce of their aniinal inhabiianB; and gives 
grants to support better quality cows to mcreaie (he milk 
supply, 'Thoe is a govemmenc dairy at BbuJ, and the number 
of vcrecinary hospitals has been increased to sbt. All this careful 
atteukm to one of Kuich's bar e co n o m ic assets promises well 
for (he fumre. 

A good deal of scope ezists for the imprDvefiwnt of (he 
breeds of sheep and goats, whidi together number abooi half 
4 jsillioD animals. The country is well suited to sbsep-raisbig, 
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and new oppoRunuies will oflo tbenuelve as the measuKS 
now being put in hand fw the occauoD o£pascuidanii became 
^eeti^ The^uality ofEotck wool has long bees fucaiu; and 
die shawls and bUnJtecs woven by the Rabaris^the shepherd 
eornmuiury—command high prices &om their animc design 
and qguiaee workmanship. The indincry is soil carried on 
along tradidonal lines; but it would repay thorough orgaiu2a< 
tion both ^om the standponu of alibiding a varieey of employ- 
mmt (o many persons who could cake part ic if during all ita 
itagea, &oin the rearing of the sheep to the produoioA of the 
finished woollen article; and &ciin the point of view of boildii^ 
up a profitaUe cade in the high-guahry ahawk and blankets 
throughout the large market which Tn«^^a offer a , A ^leep- 
devdopment farm Is suitmg to encourage the best \o^ 
breeds; and the first Five Year Pkn made provtsion for the 
improTemeoi of animal husbandry as applied both to sheep and 
goats. Ihere is a loog-icaiiding cade in tanned sheepslons 
and goaoldns which coidd be further developed. Altogether^ 
die fiicure outlook fbt the pascoraliscs of Kutch is very hopeful, 
now that there are resources available for the organisacioD and 
extension of their cadioonal activities. 

As has already been pointed our, Eurchi agncultoralists are 
less fotmnate, mainly because they are handicapped so severely 
by the eroticrainiall.'Ilieh^bestajnbihcc of the Goveramentii 
CO raising the pradocoon of food crops until the area is 
selfeulficiene; for even under the meet &Toarable conditions, 
the State cannot hope to grow an ei^ortable surplus of food in 
the fbreeeahle fbruie. The main food crop is bajd (360,000 
acm) Mowed by jowar (174.000 aoa) with wheat (a<,coo 
acres) a loi^ way bdiind. The pulses (mung and math) occupy 
about 200,000 acra between them. Efiosa are made to 
incoduce bi^-yieldmg scams improved methods of 
cnlfivation, (or all these crops; and the gradual exteosioa of the 
iri^ied area, as more tank* and storage dams come into 
operaDon, will infr ^a^ both acreage and tonnage. It may well 
prove, however, that when once reasmable local selAsu£> 
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ciency m Ibcai Has beo reached, che ptc«peccs £or cash oops 
wiJ] prove (u more artracdve. Eut^ soil grows excelled 
cottofi in e<nam puts of eke State, more especially in the 
dstticis of Mundxa, Bhachau and Rapu, AliHough the crop 
Qov dcpoids largely upon rainfall, the acreage tends to rise 
Msadily and k now abcw 20,coo aaes, There are already six 
^ceories for cotton gnuiing and prosing and one spunung and 
weaving mill, to deal with the cotton crop; and the local 
industry shows steady dgns o£ expansion, following die 
impetus afforded to it by the opening up of the market 
when Kutch became a part of the Indian Union. Anodiet ctop 
with a considerable fumre appears to be o i lse e ds, which now 
occnpy about aj.ooo acta. The area devoted to 
castor has multiplied moK than five-fold in the last seven or 
eight yean; bor the mcec spectacular increase has beoi in 
groundnuD. This crop, qlrKiMigh it scill cccupig only some 
y.tioo acres ai compared with the I5.ecp9 acres devoted to 
sesamum, had grown ihuty-fold in uea, and now yields more 
dian &000 tons every yar, A flourishing dl "^<11 at Mandvi 
now pteceses more than 1400 tons of oil seeds annually. 

The tradidonal basis of Rotch's andcot prospenry has been 
bet foreign trade, concerning whidi mote wiff be said later. 
But there has always been a steady practice of the ersfla for 
which the country has long been famaiB—cextalea, jewellery, 
oaamel work, embroidery, ivory-carving, kniva. daggers, 
becelntit ouccen, and (in former tames} swoids and shields. 
These articles conmunded a coasidetable reputadon in Africa, 
the Ptfsiaii Gulf, and other countries with which Kueeh had 
direct lude teladoos; boc the fiscal policy pomied by the 
Sritbh Government oflndia from the beginning ofthepccsenc 
century, and the steady tefrisal ofKiatdiio abandon her own 
indepoident uriiT and to join the Indian Cos t o m s Union, 
deprived her of the natural market in India which alone coold 
hove sufficed to keep hec craftsmen frilly empbyed m rhelr 
ancient With ^e of Kutch to India in ip 4 fl the 

larif walls befweea the rwo have fallen, and there are now good 
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prospwB of wme of the andcnt handicrafts ou a 

gyuf^TT. conuccfoal icale to moot the demand which would 
readily’be fbrcbcoming from the Indian market. Unfortucasly 
the manufecture of some of the most famous luxury articlea— 
an j, iQ paractilat, of the rarer eextiles and of the ez^wsitt 
work—hw roffaed greatly duiisg the tune ^dien there 
was little demand for them: and it is only necessary to compare 
the embroidery and enamelled articles now to he purchased m 
Rutcb. Anjac, or Mandvi with the embroiday, die biifcons» 
the sword-Ms and the sinkecs of earlier days, to appredata 
the measure of the {alliogH^fF which has taken place both in 
dugn and in OTftsmanship. PotTunately> the Indian Gcven> 
molt appredaies (he scope'k^tich exists ior ftie revival of many 
ofthetradiiionalinduscnes and for thestartv^ of new ones, as 
a conedbuhon to local prosperiry: and is exemng Icelf actively 
to promote developments in thme directions. As there are still 
aome a. joo sicall-ecale induscrial estahlishments^ covering a voy 
wide range of products ftom textiles to jewelloy, a real 
foundation already exiss for developii^ cottage and small- 
scale indtnoial aaivides on an effccrive scale. 

If this programme can be carried through, il will do a great 
deal to rstoie preeperiry to the la^et villages and smaller 
towns; and there is now anew hope that it can be occended also 
to the countryside, aldipugb in what measore remains to be 
seen. The great Community Project moTement, whkh has 
b^un to transform rural Hie in many other parts of bidu. is 
now being applied to Kutch; and one block has been operaong 
since in the BKiij and Nakbatrana dastrico, covering an 
area of $40 square and a population of more chan 8$,000 

people. Unto the guidance and with the hdp cf trained 
*vilfagg level* worken asdsced by technical experts in agncul- 
mre, husbandry, public health, education, diild-welfare, 

nutntioA. and die social services, die 11S village in the block 
are being rapidly tramformed both economically andphydcally. 
Betia homes, better roads, better wells, better crops, better 
ammals, and unproved prospects of gainftil etn^^oyment 
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through handiccafts throiigh che proficable ice of die 
hoars of idlenos which the clisute odotcEs upon the ^rkol- 
rureUst, ere together altoing for the better the whole hie of die 
coancryside. The hre-yeai period of highlyH&iouiTe Com* 
maniry develapmoit is now drawing co a clcos^ end the area 
wiU soon pass into the Naiioiial E»ensiOQ Scrricc saage, when 
less money will be sp^t upon i^^daough quite ru&defU to 
otfure that steady progress is maintained along the lines already 
ia j Aawh. a few figures give some idea of «du( has been done. 
There ue seven hundred new compost pits: one hondred and 
eweocy new wells and rwelve ssnall dams are inigadog ax 

hundred acres of land; produciion has gone up by ten per amt 

She new primary scho^ have been opened: Goremcnent and 
private schook in the hbeh^ new total one hundred and one. 
There are night schools for adult education, and €ve 

new libraries. Much of the new conseruciion has been done 
by the villagers thomdves. IhereaceelevenGovemmeneand 
private ho^uab and dispensaries, and a mobik dispensary 
servo the more distant villago and keeps them in tooA with 
medical aid. A revival of needlewodt and other crafts under 
expert dirarson and with die asstseance of proper co^)penaeive 
marketing maagements k m a k i n g good progteas. 

The groimd iw been prepared lor a parallel development in 
Rapax district, on the extreme east of Kirtch. Here theee is a 
Naoooal Bxienaon Service block, coveting a hundred and 

fourteoi wiiages, which was smted to W 3 . The popokrion ^ 

comparatively scaneced, amounting only to some 7X,0CO 
in an area of more chan a thousand square nul«. Its needs are 
comiderable—there are only thirty-eight Govemmem and 
private schools, two Govemmcni and privaee hospitals, a:^ 
«ie rraveDing dispensary. But sceady progress is b«i^ made in 
sUfTtog night sAoob for adult educadon: in setting op co- 
openuve sodedes: and to encouraging commircea to study 
village proWttis. Old wclh are betog repaired and new ones 
dug. Fertilkeo, ploughs and other tools of unproved deugo 
• Ttot iJ, I »rw «i aide fo* CP. or N.LS. opemkos. 
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are bcinf disthbuMd; oil engnus are unptoviiig irrigation; oae 
dun lus Itmd coiOTDcred and anothet is projected. Hieie is a 
new feeling of liope and » keen deaie foi further progress. 

The Nakhabana-Bhey Community prefect and the Rapar 
National Extension Service block are good exasiples of 'what 
can be done by the mtoisive derelopmoit of pievioinly 
oasiing fedhoes. Thae were already spools, hospitals, wells 
and dams; but money had been lacking to provide them m 
adequate numhes; and thus thee been no opporcunity to 
plan die oveiall developmou of the atea which they served. 
This is now being done, and as the Commanity Projects and 
die NacioiuJ ExnmsLon Serviee blocks spread gradually all over 
Kutch. the imptovenaent in eesieral hving standards is likely 
to be conadeiabU. Bur the toundadon of the social services 
which are now bang so greatly extended cxbted already when 
Eutdi passed co the coutiol of the Govemmem of bidia. 

Education la a cane in point. Much primary and secondary 
education has always hm feee, nor only hi Government 
schools, bot also in many of the kige number of private schools 
which the merchant princes of Kutch, having made their 
foTtimes abroad, have gmerously endowed ia th^ naave land. 
The former edacatiooil syscen In Eutch, m feet, compared 
quite fevouiably with that in many parts of Indi^ Yet it stood 
in need of devdopmeni in certain respects, noc only 

because U suftered, hke all the odier social services, fiom a 
shoctage of funds, in spite of the numerous private chandee 
devoted to it; but a lso because, like so much else in Eutch, it 
had individual charactoisda which were not always 

welhbalancecL Formample, it was to a large extent concentra¬ 
ted in the terwns, made use of by the mcrcandle clases. and 
predominantly intended for mala. Literacy among males, 
indeed, was reasonably high, even caking urban and rural 
condiiicins togeihec, as compared widi Gujarat and baniashtia. 
But it was eccepdonally low among femala. The oplanadon 
IS that many cf the ccrwnsmoi have been accustomed to go 
abroad, and education is a neewsity for them; but the town^ 
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women fbt (be mot pvt rcnuin in Kurdi. fbllci«irin 2 <loinede 
purmia m v^nch educaaon little p4rt. This has (he euhous 
(hv Kuadk is w only pare of InJu wHere d>oe 
are more woma than men: and the proportion of women who 
are of Households actually ceceeds the proportion of (he 
male population whidt occupies a corresponding pcodon. 
The low pcrceniage of female btency can he a serious di> 
ad^aniage in such etrcuoistancB: and the nsne whei the 
Govemmoit of ajsumed the adminisgaao n , there has 
been a sustained efloic to provide improved fedhries (he 
evocation ofgiils, who bad been compandvely negleasd by 

private bw&rtots. The annual iftcfose in the nomtcc of girls 

receiving edueabon, lately because of the amoont of leeway 
CO be made op. is proportionately greater than the increase In 
male pupib: andinthe high school stag* the entire expeadlruie 

has to be met from Government fun^ ®tls* primary educa¬ 
tion &0s ahneet, (hough not quiie> as heavily cm offi dal 
source but in the middle sdiool stage, there are privaie bene- 
fictions and which reheve the Government cf all but 
Qne-£fth of die ccet 

Since Kutcb passed under the Government oflndia. (here has 
a susuijied cdott (o erteod edtuadon from (he towns to 

the vilh^ea, and the graieae increase in edacadooalinsaruaoos 

has bem reghtered among viDage schools. There is cotairdy 
room for improvement hecej fw more than half the villages 
«jf the Sttte—some five hundred ofthein-atill have no access 
I© schools ai all. But ptogras has been steady: and wt^ Ac 
edutatiooal insotuBons in the towns flowish e x ceedingly, (he 

coimeryaide u advanemg also, as more sffld more money it spoit 

on vfibge education. Kutch has now an excellent Arts and 
Science College, whkh is accommodated m the Cicy 
in Bhuj by the permisaon of Maharao Madaosinhji; a School 
of Aft; a Teachefs' Training College; aSchool of Agricultor^ 
a School for che Blind, Altogether, there are bght i^h 
Schoob, devcD Middle Schools and nearly ihi» hnndred 
Primary Schools in the State together with schools for pre- 
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feaonal and spedal cdueacka; thm Numry Sdiook; and 
chutes) Ubnrie. The strong cradidoo of private beae&cMis in 
the Kiiuheducationai system D evidenced by the &cc that after 
eight yean of irusiMve Govmameni effort^ thse are 
private edncarional mstirudow—of which 13S are recognized 
ai conibnniDg entirely to official standards and working to the 
official curriculiun^-as compared with t^s Oovemmeni in- 
seinieioQs. 

The same tradiooo of prtvaie benevolence by wealthy and 
philaschioptc arizsu of ^rdi is shown in the o^anianon of 
medical tdie£ When (he Govemmeni of India took over the 
adaiiniscration, there was a Govenuneot Ho^nl in eadi one 
of the seven djsceid headquaxten; and some of them had been 
m emstence £bi thiee-qasrtm of a cenniry. In addirion. there 
were aboni a doses Government dispenanea and one ox two 
matemity homes. Bat there were also very important 
private msdrudons which administered medical relief— 
durry-two dispensaries; a T.B. cbnic; a T.B. sanatoiium and 
two private hospiols. In addition, there were a number of 
benevolent foundadons foe (he care of the aged and infirm. The 
Government of India ehus fbimd ready (o a wooing 
synem of me dical relief, which could be improved and ex¬ 
tended with relative ease. The new official eilbris have been 
wisely direcced towards two main acavides: the enensicn of 
medical relief (o remote rural areas by opoiing eleven new 
raral dhpeossries, t^ether with the institution of a steady cam¬ 
paign for (he impujvesiiecc of pobUc health and saniiadon. 
Great emphids is now b«ng opon infant welfare and 
mothet-md-child clinics: and as the impact of ihe Cominunity 
^}ect work and the National Extension Service acriviry 
increases, the standards of pobKc health both m the urban and 
rural areas are likely to rue steadily. Fonher, the iacoeporadon 
of Eutch into India is maldi^ svailsble for work In Rucch the 
skilled personoel of the Indian Medical and Public Health 
services; so dut m bodi Goveauneni and private insdtudons 
the fealitka available to the general public are improving. 
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Ic li agunu ihtf hid^uniaCsBadily Improvinf ef&acDcy 
in ehe iccial »avica and of a decermiiuQoa to raue eke coi>* 
diqgm m lC«rc£ to tke level duueterktk of the We(&f« $U«, 
ihac the new and renuiLable developtoenu in Kutek’s cozn- 
mercul importance must be viewed, 

Piom wkat kat beo wriccen in earlier page«» it will ke clear 
CO the reader thee the people of Kucch possesa a renufkably 
well-developed tradiooft of oommerdal entoprise, parcicu* 
larly in relation to rraduig overseu. Kutchi merdiants kave 
ioi^ escabliiked thenuclvet in ewy teapoct of India. They are 
to be found throi^kouc the Ked Sea and tke Peniao Qnlf, in 
the porB of tke Middle Bast, and. above all. peckaps, in die 
coaacal towns of Zanabat and East and West Afeca. The 
&oie of the Euteki oavigasoes. pOota, and seamm equaSed the 
reparation of die merckanvvenoirers, whom they carried in 
stont Kutchi oaii acroes the oceans of AsU and Afiica. 
The sea-going craditioQ ofekeKizrclu peojde no doubt oepUins 
why it is that Kuick has do fewer than five ancienc port^ 
Mandvi, Mondra, JaUiau, Lakhpat and Eotsskwa—all of 
which have a loog history of ovoaeas trade which spans tke 
cencufics. There is hardly another area in the world where 
port Salines have beoiao exundvely developed in proponioo 
to the population. 

Besides these five ancient pore, there are a number of minoc 
landing places along tke loackem and eastern akois of Kotch. 
The bat Imown of ub Tuna, Pxibac, Vavaaya and Janghi, 

which for loi^ served the k%k-walled and strongly fortified 
merchant dry of Anjor, capital of tke distnet of that name. 
Silt (hue minor dep^ are not much used M-dayi many of 
them indeed are stlling up. btfatise, wuk the rue of tke oew 
pore ofXandla. andtke fidliiis brought by its modem equi^ 
ment, tkoe e little object in spendbg money upon keeping 
them cleat. The trade of Anjar, for sample, u now centred 
upon Kandla. to the exclusion of the four old depots, and is 
more prospoous at any tune widua living memory. Sad 
to lay, Anjar, which had suffered very badly in the greot eardt* 
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quake of 1819, when more than a hundred lives were lost and 
aboae fifteen hceodced hooses woe destroyed^ was again stricken 
ID 1956, at the very nine wbenitwu beguiling anew to thrive 
mighnly, with almost the same severity in loss of life and dam* 
age to prop er ty. 

^C4n very aadent times right up to the early years of the 
present century, (he five pom of Rirtch have a 

prosperous history, which is enshimed in their fortified walls 
and lug jecius in hewn stone; in (be palaolike houses of their 
merchants; in their numerous votive temples and in shrines 
commentoraDng the past prosperiry of the pious. But the 
pattern of the trade by whidi th^ lived became mterrupted as 
the firicish Government of India steadily raised the customs 
tad^ of tbe sat^ontinent, partly for r e ve n oe purposes, and 
parrty 10 aai^uard by protective doiies the growth of in&nt 
industries. The Maharaos of Kutch, rating upon their iiZH 
memorial rights, and anxious to protect their subjects fiom the 
incidence of tbe new heavy duties levkd ut India, would ooc 
surrender ihdx fiscal independence by joining the Indian 
Cutrems LftuoD. From (he sondpoint of India, therefore, tbe 
ports of Ruteh became foreign ports; and (lirii crade, instead of 
Kcvmg a large hincetland in western India, diminished to the 
(Tickle which sufficed (o satisfy the needs of Kutdr itself and of 
a tmall re-export buuneas of goods carried in Rutchi craft from 
Afika and Arabia and r&ahipped in bond to tbe Bombay 
market. 

At one period they vrote direatened with the loss even of 
these poor temains of cbeir former commercial importance by 
I scheme T^iicb the Govenunmt of Bombay put forward to 
connect Bombay to Karachi by a railway runrung through 
Kubdi. tHus sch^e, foetunately for Kutch, to nodw^: 
It would have ruined the Sate by arwi'kil^H-g revenue 

customs which was the wiai" pilUr of the Govenunent’s 
finances. Had the railway been planned (o connecc Ewch with 
the namnlhmterland to the no^, the people of Euich, as well 
as iheii Ruler, would have welcomed (he project with open 
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aims, du( new nuikeo would have been opened up 

and oew viulitj would have been conferred upon the Koe^ 
porn. But the Indian Govcmmene^wicb a prudent eye upon its 
own imerests, would not sancdoo a railway link b e t we eu 
Kucch and R^jpocana escept upon the conditian dut Kuteh 
joined the Indian Omoms Uoioc; and upon this obcade the 
ptojea broke down, only to be revive^ and triumphantly 
completed, vdien Eucch became part of the Indian Republic. 

Duong the half>centijry which preceded this event, the ports 
o£ Kutcb fell into gradoal dacay. Thed former prosperity 
largely deserted them. Forcurutdy they still ronkn^ the 
homes of many great Kutchi merchana whcee name were 
household words in the commercial cardcs of Bombay, 
Calcutu, Eaachi, Aden, Zanzibar and the Peoaan Goli 
all Eotcha. these nerchant^vmturers reiruined loyal to thoci 
ancestral homes: and the large sums of money whkb they 
rcnitted, and the employmenr ndodi they secured for their 
foUow-fownsictm. did something to keep alive the trade of the 
ancient ports. Neverrhcles the populadoo dwindled; the saost 
on top ruing oftheyoungerotea sought their fortunes elsewhere; 
houses were dfisoted for lack of occupants; and the general 
speceads vduch met the visiMr to their picturesque forofio 
lions and deserted todays was diat of a slowly-decaying com- 
mumry hving nostalgiolly on the memories of former 
greatness. 

Bven Mandvi, the largest of them all. was scarc^ an 
enepDon thirty years ago. As the main channel ofeommunka* 
non between Kutch and the outside wodd, and as a regular 
calling poioi both of &uil<eeamers and of country>crafi, it 
contrived to mamtam some shadowy traces of its past grea^ 
ness. Bui it was a mere ^lost of to former self. To see the 
ahnoet deserted shipyards, which m As days of Rao Godji 
(1760-177S) had built and kept m repair a Heec of four hundred 
vessels, inchidmg the fiunois sbip \^iich sailed to England and 
back (1760) was to wonder whether its indent glories would 
evec return. Gone wer e the days when the Mandvi argoiies 
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brought huhicA. dws. grain. ebsW. rhinoceros bidci, 
cardamoiu, p epper , gbger, ihi drugs from Malabar, 
Mocha, Muscat and the Africaa coaA. gaV"»g in reum the 
eotren. cloth, sugar. oH. birrrer and alum of KnccK and ia 
hinterlaad, wbic^ ouended into Smd, Jesalmer, Marwar and 
Gufarai; when the cl^diant cisks imparted tor the skilful 
ivorT-carvas of Bhuj and Mandvi were someomes so long 
that the bullock carts canying thee stock in the narrow streets 
wiadiag between the many^iorted none hooses; when the rich 
merchani fleet^wners of Mxndvi would climb the lotey cower 
near ifae l^thonse (sdll known u the Tower of Wagers) on 
the seaward £brti£cabQns. sialang fortunes upon whose ship in 
die SuTali (Airiean) fleet, vduch sailed in Oceoberand letumed 
bi May, would first be sighted, laden with e^erly-expecTcd 
gooda foom Zanabnr. The. decHne in protpedty was net 
wholly due to a change in the pattern of trade caused by Indian 
fiscal policy: it was partly the fault of nature. Mandvi has a 
troublesome bar: and hi spite of Gmnnual efforts by the Rolers 
of ICuich to improve the harbourage, it could not accommo¬ 
date the l a rger and ever ]a^;«f ships used in modern com* 
merce. 

A generadoB ago chere were soil many great houses m Mand- 
Ti. whi^ it was the pride of wealthy meichane who had made 
fortunes in India, Arabia and Afiku. to keep in good repair. 
The temple of Sundarvar, bnilc by £lao Khenga^ 1 when he 
founded the dry in 1^74. was wdl mamumed; as were the 
temples of Rameshvax (erected about 1627 and restored after 
die eanhquake of iSt9 by the piery of a local merchanej, of 
I a kshirm a r ayan (zte?) and the Ha^ ofRanchodji Mahwy 
-><he chosm resort of Bhada traden seeking bUs^ upon a 
sharp ba^ain. The cwo mosques in Mandvi. (he EajivaL, 
builc b ldo8. and the Jami, built in 1603, have always looked 
plain and unostentatious, fx the local Muslim community 
are mosdy fiahet-folk without a great deal of money. But there 
are a number of Muslim shrines-^ kept in go^ repair— 
the most nocable being that of Pir Tamasa, wh^ stands on a 
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high tajidhill about three miles ouEsde Maodvi. aod is a wel^ 
known landiiuxk for osv^aton. 

Among the buildings, auide the walls, the man notable wu 
the Old Pa l ace, buili by Rao Lokhpat (1741-1760) of white 
atone m European fashion, (t le decorated with {arrings of 
dancing girls, ngeis, and roistenng Dutchmen, complete with 
bonle and drinking cup (according to the inTariable practice of 
the Rao's architect ani sdrntiBc advha, Ram Singh, who had 
lived m Holland). Uniil hb death in 194a, it was ehe&vourice 
residence of Maharao Xhengaiji m, vdio refused to sleep 
anywhoe else when vmting Mandvi; and the beaudfol outlook 
seawards Com the broad roof, co<d in rbe height of sonunet, 
mste his habit understaidabic. Wealthy people &cm other 
parta of Eocch often kept kousea at Mas^ for the sake of the 
climate, vdaich a temperate in the hot weather, when con> 
pared with eke climate of the interior: so long as choe was a 
British Political Agent In Bhuj, rhse was a pleasant summer 
bongalcrw for him in Mandvi, which has bett rety well kept 
up even after the British ceased to use U. It was (he eliniaM of 
Mandvi, and the great natural beauty of the sands and sa-shorc, 
which auracted Maharao Vijayarajp (1942-1949) so that even 
before he succeeded Maharao Ehengaiji IQ, bis &iher. he bolt 
for himself a modem palace, Vijay Vilas, which stands 
somemilea to the wet of the town In die midst ofdeiighcfiil 
gardens and carefully-fostered trees. It is still used by Maharao 
Madansenhji, who retained it for hh fondly when much other 
anceaoal property passed to the Govemmoit of India. 

He occupies it occuionally N^aen he happens to renun to 
Katcb at the right season: but Mandvi is not really health^^ 
except perhaps for people born and heed thoe—all die 
months of the year. As s health-tesen or as a place for con¬ 
valescence it has marked Umnaeions. The many tombs in the 
lonely European cemetery—desmed a hundred yean ago and 
more, but soil reverently peserved from deseendon—which 
is aet in the bare dunes and sandhills to the east of Mandvi 
oeek, tell ofyooDg British lives cut o£ in their early rwentks, 
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or ev«D in cb«it 'ceau. Here they lie fbr era: comett aod 
signs of John Com|:iaDy*s forefii or ofKing’s r^unens lent for 
dory in IndU; junior officers of the medical and poliiical d^ 
puemena; captauu, smdeen with disease in the course of duty, 
who vainly hoped for rescoraQon to health. Some brought di^ 
&nulicA with (hem; there are die gravestones set up by sorrow- 
fa] husbands CO the memory ofthe cherished young wires who 
left them lonely. Most pathetic of all are the combs of tbeii 
licde children. On one of these, (he death of twin infano is 
recorded ic heaitbroheo lines, cut so deeply that they are soil 
legible after a century and a half of battering from ^e flying 
spiodhfc and blowing sand of the dteolate dunes; 

In some rude »ot where vulgar herbage grows, 
if chance a vk^t rear is porple head. 

The care&l gard’net moves is ere it bloom 
To (htive and flourish in a nobler beiL 
Such was dtdr &(e, dear babes; 

Useit opouDg such 

FroomsnefKein eaely bloom was shosen, 

Por earth too good, peehsfs, 

A'^l^ loved too mud). 

Heaven saw. and matked them for in owp. 

Tliete are now no Bcituh in Mandvi; bat the wotk wh ic h 
tliese mm did for Kuich, as for India, is not fo^octen. Upon 
the foundations which they laid long ago, often as the cost of 
great personal sacdike and tragic beresrvemcnt, the nriscture 
of order, disd^ine and devodon to duty which mark eb« public 
services of the new India bar grown op. 'Without them, and 
their like, moieovec, there would have been no India, such as 
we know it to>day, to bring &esh hope for the future (□ 
Mandvi, 

The enny of Eoich into the hidiao Customs Ihiian, whkh 
followed the awpsinn of the Sote to India, has brought some 
new elerneoia into (he ancient partem of Maadvi's trade. 
Passoiger-tTaffic between Mandvi and Bombay and Mandvi 
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ud Okhft m Rukhwkd has tficteued; some ±itt cboiiswid 
country^nfi’ vise Mandvi evety yeu: the shipyards ue busy 
widi GoTEmuene as weQ as wi^ pnvue ordas; money hit 
been S|«ni on the imprevemcat ofjtort &dtides and there are 
plans for fresh dcffdopments which are expected to increase 
the flow of commerdal traffic already valued at nearly rwo 
million pounds a year. The soafarv^ ecunmimiry finds plertcy 
of empl^mou; thesbpwrigbcs find dm cbeyanbuild modem 
launches as successfully as th^ fotbon built die six tfadidonal 
typos ofde^-seaiTadii^ vssek Trade is certainly iocresstng, 
and there b little ago of stagnation. Schools are more nezmetv 
ou^ medical aid has been mote widely exceeded; ajiaene ways 
of fishing are being supplemented by modem methods and 
by improved equipment. Mahasao Madensmhji hu made ova 

the old City Palace aa a &eo gifi for edoucionsi wod; it b now 
the home ofoneof the best and noatprogresseve girls’schools 
m all western India. 

Alcmgway behind Mandvi is anodsa ancient port, Mundra, 
capita] of Mundra disena, which lies some co the ease, 
about half way along the coast to An^, Mundra is impeedve 
from the outside: its high, fortified stone will was built eady in 
the eighteenth aniory out of masave cakm from the 
vast ruins of the sacred Jam city of Bhadxeswar, nor far away. 
Unlike Mandvi. Mundra has no open seaboard; and the 'coua* 
tryKrafo which use it have to make didr way a lon g 
col in a muddy swamp. A good deal of trouble and er p em e is 
required to keep these channels open, hue there is still a cod> 
siderable trade between Mundra and the coast of Saurashtra in 
salt, woof, skins and otha eommoditas whidi can be carried 
easily end cheaply from Mondta dhtrict across the Gulf of 
Kucch in craft. Moreovo. off the Mondia seaboard there 
i> some of the best fishing anywhere m thse waers; and 
Mundra £sh finds a ready market in many pans of Kuteh now 
chat U can he transported quickly by jeep or by lorry, improved 
communkaocDS have broi^f a better livelihood to the 
Mundra fiahamai and Govorunait loans and inscrucDon in 
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anproved (cdudt^uec are helping chem ce pfo£e by an orpand- 
ing ffiaiket. 

Mundia. Aod cbe eren amaUer porn ofjakbao, Lakhpu and 
Kotesbwar, which lie lo rhe west ofMnndvi, give a good deal 
of local enploymoit, and sdll have a usefj], if minor, pan to 
pUy in the economic life of CutcL Buit is unHkely that much 
mocey could usefdly be spent upon them, because the 
facilities which they oflec ue meagre, and the disihca which 
they serve provide just enough trade to keep them in cdsKsce, 
Mandvi &lk inio a difS^it cafegory; il is already dashed as 
an *intennediace'-^hat is, halfway between a major and a 
minot-^ort, and U is likely to condnue to be in the future, as 
it has been rn the past, a great coiire for ^cormny-crafc* which 
ply along die coasts of Saurashtra Malabar. It will be a long 
Dree bciote *coiffieiyA<iafe’ are superseded as an economical 
means of eraosport 6>t small qiuniuies of goods and for 
panengers raking short jouracys by sea between local ports; 
and the revival already no Deed, of Mandvi’s aacaenc shi^ 
building industry v/iih Govemmeiit encouragemou k a pointer 
to the probable acuvitica ofdiepotcinthefiiture. Pot it seems 
certain that Mandvi is destined to lose much, at least, of its 

i iresoK importance for ocean-going cargo steamers, and evec 
or passenger eraSe, to the great deep-water port of Kandla, 
now being rapidly devdoped by the Goveounau aflndia. 

To visit Kandla ro-day is to be brought into contact with 
p lanning uul With oificutioo oTi a whlch Kvffb has never 
seen before in its long history. The Sovemfncni of hidia is 
determined to make Kandla the sixth major port in all India, 
and to equip it with every Policy to serve a hinterland of 
nearly th^ty-thoosand sqoare north Gujarat, Raja^ 

than, Delhi. East Punjab and West Uror Pradesh, with apofH 
uladon of &cty-five millions, which can no longs be reached 
from Randii. Hiousands of wockmen. unds the directian of 
Indian, German, American and Briosb spens, have been busy 
for sonte years ra converting the original blueprints of the 
planners into (he tangible shapes of cargo berths, iranac sheds, 
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warehooses. oU bertlu, paaseng9t-pi«n and the lib. Cnees, 
mttlunical ei^pme&t. approsch SBlF qmnss. nil 

cttmectiofu. oil tcoia|e tanks, uueallarioiu for wuet ntd 
elecccidry. coisbioe fo create the impeesiett of np^ presets 
made poeible by ongrud^ifig eapmdi f uw. Tht cost of the 
whole ptojea wO be about millions; it is designed to 
handle more than a million and a balf tons of evoy year, 

and It IS now almost compleesd. The sepanie oil pore is 
already wotkmg: bolfa million tons of oil are being pumped 
cheougb rwelve-inch pipes five nules long whieh Iced to 
ioftallaDons built by three oil compania. The main jecry is 

a, 600 ibt long, and is supported by reiafotcad eonaete holkw 

plea, which are tnanufeesared 00 the spot. Moee chan ij.oco 
of have beu used to provide the neasnry toundanons 
for the greet werdiouses and rranacaheds, which ate equipped 
with the latest type of mobile cranet, fbrk-lifb, and service 
bridges to mechanize and speed up (he handling of cargo. 
Tbae is an extensive nerwoefc of railway adiags and concrete 
roads to ease communicadoas between the di lFeieiu seccons 
of the port and beewem the port and the goods 3i»d passei^iet 
statioa at the nearby town ofGandhidham. wboe many of the 
workers live. 

The conuasi between and Gondhidham 00 (he oik 

hand, and the rest of Euteh on the other, is almryg startling m 
its intensity. Here, on the eastern side of the island state, every- 
(King B new, planned, up-to-date, The tempo of hie is that nf 
the akeeaft and automobile age, as seen in Sombay, Calcutta, 
or any other great modem cscy—with the add e d iearuR of a 
lOQuifically planw.fi layout which loob bi into the fansre. 
The arvcKDt easy-going way of life, with its pictnresqueneas: 
its linb with the past; ^ed as it tvere to the st^ of the camel 
and the amble of the bullock, which still prevails eveo m such 
place as Mandvi and BbuJ, finds no room in Eandla and Gand- 
hidhan, which arc busy hives of industrial planning and cost* 
aterprise; where everythn^ is strauous, binding, 
neon-lighted and eosmopolitao. Yet, like almost evoythang 
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in Koecb, the beguuuogs of both ancedate the Sffw regime. 

The aedit ok founding Eandk belongs (a Mahuao 
Ehoigar^ IE. He 'im deeply u ebe dificulty of 

suitable &ali<ies for uoden shipping w Mandvi; and 
it occurred to *^at KandU Creek, with in well^ieEued 
banks, wuk deep wwer close ro the share, and ample d^th 
for ocean-going ships, o^ed poaibilides v/hich were wdl 
worth exploring. UnLJce Mandvi. a post at Kandk creek 
wonld be sheltered &om the soudi-west moASOon; and would 
have the further advancage of being quice dose ro the main¬ 
land of India. Communtcaqou mdi Saurashtn, he thought, 
would be posuble for pasaotgen by saveOing through the 
creslcs, wieliout traversing the open sea ae all; while for goods 
aaihc, a ccunpaiadvely short rail-link to Deesa would give my 
port on the creek a considerabJe advantage, even over 

Bombay, fbi the trade of Rajpuuna, 

Like so many p i on e e n , Maharao Xhengaiji 01 was exposed 
to some cnbascn and even to attack from tlaoseodio could not 
see so &i ahead as he could. Kandla creek was a deserted spot, 
cot off by salMnarshes from any Inhabited area. A £ne place 
to set a port! Yet the old Mahaiao—who had already been on 
the throne for half-a-<a3tury—remained nne to be vision. 
Tirelessly be explored the banks of the creek from end to end. 
Bamptng throt^h the sslt-marshes and among the mangroves; 
spending days, even weeks, on horseback and on riding camels. 
At ibe cost of immense personal exertion, he found some sites 
which seemed tuicable. He cook the best expert advtce and he 
engaged the services of a Bricubpoit^gneet. Gradually there 
grew up, £rrc a smaD settlemme tor the workmen, t he n a 
landing stage, then a cautoma and a warehouse or 
TWO. FieA water was found: a piped supply was led tram the 
Viri spnngs to the new port. Everyibkg had perforc e to be 
plarm^ oo a small scale; the Maharao’s tesouros were strained 
to the Iwsit even to efi ecf these modest beginnings, Hk hopes 
fbralarge opanston of trade remained uniislized, because the 
railway >mV with the Indian mainland, of which Kandia Port 
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waa buOt to become the ooclei aad termiaus, couU not be 
cofisuucted—Kiucb’s decermicMion ro staod oubUe the Indian 
CtBtomt Union proved an ijuuperable obnacle. Yet even 
within Maharao Ebengarji’s Hfedine, hisdioice was vindicated 
u fu>«ghted and correa, Berween 1930, vdien hit small port 
came into operation, and 1940. Randb was vaited by aome 
seven hondred la^ oeean-goiog sceemers. To-day, his 
ooginaJ jetty (bruu the eore of the new oil poie, an ■*»>«<tial 
pair of the new layout of [ndvi’s sixth ma bi kaxbour. 

With the pamnon of the sub-coonneot betweoi bdia and 
Pakistan, and die removal of Karachi from 115 fbmet pesidon 
as (he main port for Rajpacana, the ewtem discrkci of the 
Puf^aK and much of Uctac Piadeab, the potential impartance 
of Kandla became ^aia. Govmimeni of bidla found it 
esmnal ro diacovet tome new poet, north and WBK ofBornbay, 
to cover the territory under thra jurisdkuon which Kara^ 
had once served; first in order to avoid the long andexpennve 
raihvay haol Bombay: and next, to relieve the coogedon 
which from nine to lime threatened to inunobiliae great 
harbour for days or evm weeks at a stretch. Delhi tber^re 
appointed in 1948 a West Coast Major Port Devebpmenc 
Commirtee, to eyamine the &ciUdes, natural and artlSdal, of 
Saurashtra and Kucch. and to recommendations aboot 
where the new major port should be looted. 

Keediea to say, there was crezncDdous compedson between 
^ ibe Saurashtra mariome states Co secure a &vaurable verdict 
gom the committee. Morvi, Nawanagar, Baroda, Junagadh, 
fihownagar, all pressed their clainu. Yet the narural advantages 
of Raodla heavily outweighed all that in civals could ofta, in 
spfte of the much la^er «■<">» of money which some of the 
wealthy Xathiawad had been able to spend upon 

developing thear panicular harbours. Sven so, the ch oi c e was 
not so easy as it might appac co the viator to Kandla EC-day: 
for in 1948 it lookiheeyeofftfthtoseeTbepotendalincs of the 
linle port which Maharao Khenga.^i had constructed. 

With in modest btnldiags rising out of an apparently 
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deserced Ufidacapc cu^cd by the suiroonding Mlwnanlus, 
cut off&Dfn the laigee cestro of populadon by poor coounu* 
nicadons, v/hidi would be e«cly to improve^ Kandle might 
well heve teemed en unpromising choke. 

But the numbers of the conunitree knew whet they were 
doing; and ei the very moment when they might Iu7e heslte- 
(oi. Kendla’t one obvioui deUdeocy—die laclc of any conaidcr- 
able eencre of population in iia Immedieee vkiniry—waa In 
proeeai of being made good through one of the acrange 
acddenta efinigtanon whidi followed the pvadon of the sub* 
contincm hcTA^ India and Pakistan. 

During the whole of (hat tragic ais months of conununal 
violence and maaaaete, of ealcukted evcerminations and of 
frantic revenges, which burdened both India and Pakistan with 
millions upon millions of paaicHChcken refugeea, Kuteh 
remained a haven of quiet, where Hindus and Muslims lived 
and worked together in eomjdoR concord. Not one amglc act 
of commurval violence oeeucred. Hu Maharao^s peace, rasper 
led alike by his Hindu and by his Muslim tubjeces, and baaed 
upon the Ruling Houac*i eentisfies-lenf ideneineacien with the 
protection and support of both religions, remabed wholly 
unbroken, At had happened ao often before in the history of 
Xucch, the island state once again became a rehige for the 
persecuted: there was aa iailux both of Hindus and Muslims 
from areas where they found themselves unwelcome. 

Among these refugea were many from Sind. Under the 
leedenhip of Bhai Pratap, a man oirtacanding viiioa and 
organmng ability, a number of prominent Sindhis formed 
ihemeelves into a linutsd company, entitled ibe Sindhi R>< 
settlement Corporation, with the ol^ect of building up a new 
life for themselves upon Xucch soil. They wece not vdlling to 
be scattered is parcels among the exunng lowna and villages: 
their aim was Co found a new, Uf^rcHdace dry, with zoned 
areas for indiiscry, commerce, shipping, and midence, 
with all the provkions for public amenities md for medical 
educadonai and Other social services which modem towiH 
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planning poirukca. They the blessing of Mahaems 

GaJidlu upon tl>eit e ni cprise. Delighted vhth che spent of 
lighfeoed self-help which they were dkpkying» he pennined 
them CO call the new serdemenc thei name. Ac che same 
tiine, an appoach was nude (o Ptmee Madannohji, then tn 
ehsrgc of she Seaee on behalf ofKis lachn, Mahatao Vyayiujji, 
who wu away fiom India. Afcet satafying himself of duiom^ 
non of the project MaKano Vijayar^i made a free gift co ihs 
new serclemsnc of a laige net M la^ ruAcient foe sU their 
needs, ia che immediate vkmity ef KaodU Port. This was 
exactly the land ef heuatioa which che refogaea from Smd were 
seeking. They aeeepiad cheMahano’i oifot with gradcude; but 
they made n plain chat their enceepise emdd only succeed in 
fulfilling the deiigTvi which they had formed for its fiirure if 
Kandla were declared a major port. While the dadaeiii ef the 
Wat CoMt Major Pore D^epmeae Comnltiee was still an 
open ^uetuon. Bhai Pratap and his eollagoa appraaehad the 
commiRee; they explaiaea what they wore hoping to do; and 
dtey proved chat th^ could lup^y Kandla with the one dung 
which it still lacked to satit^ aL che re^uiremena whidi the 
Government ef India expected to fold la a new major 
namely, a fleiariihiog and pcogreaiive cnwmhip in the im¬ 
mediate vicbiicy. How Su thse repraientaOoru in &et rwayad 
che commircBc^e fnul judgment u UDCorain: wbatisekar it chat 
the Sindhi PLeaectlenme Corporation helped a good deal in che 

negotiatioAi which resulted in che selecbon ofKjiodlaaadinche 
adoption of improsve plans for its development. Mahasao 
Vijayarajjl died prematurely before thoe negotiatieaa were 
finished, hot hia eldest sod and luceoior. Maharao Madan- 
sinhji. took up the chxad anew. He discuiaed the plans ef the 
new sealemcnt with Mahatma Gandhh he oda^ed the gift of 
land: he took an aaive pan m airangiog for the recepcioii. 
acconunedaeioii, and rehabilitation of the refi^eet. It is 
appropriav chat rwo of (he impressive new avenues which 
digniiy che town should have been named after the rwo 
Maharaoi who did so much ro bring it mto ewtenm. 

.15475 



RVTCH TO-DAY AND TO'MOBIOV 

The towmfaip coUeciiTely Gmdiudliam cofuuts in 

of ibice mam »ecdfim«ncs: Adipur or 'otigioAl rown^ 
Saxdaigunj (to preserve the memory of Swdac V, J, Puel» the 
giar Mnmter who secured the accesaon of die Indian State 
to the new Government of India) and Gopalpnn (named a6er 
the bte Six Gopalarwamy Ayymgac> vdio, aa Mioiner of 
States, Cook a kem interest both in Gaadhidhun and Sandla), 
An ucellect system of public Eranepoit linhs up all three, and 
provides for corporate life; while each seetJement has its own 
dioppii^ centre, io own primary schools, lo dispensary, and 
other purely loal ^cihiies. All three sertlsnesB share in cvro 
high schools, several hospitals, a vocadonal training centre, a 
commercial uutUuee, a cc—operative bank and othei iosuin* 
Rons designed to serve the cowsdiip as a whole. 'Thanks to 
ample space, the planning of the entire area is that of a garden 
cary, with wide toads, tieo'lined avenian and well-boLll houses 
standing in their own gardens. Plenty of watet is available, 
brought by mains from the Vih springs (whkh Ivlaharao 
Khenga^i £rK connected with Randla) and the Shinai Lake, 
li is piped to mdividual houses: it keeps trees, lawns and 
flowers alive. But as the needs of Gandhidham grow, fre#b 
sources must be lapped and acrangemenis are in hand to obcain 
additional suppHes from Khedvi and Khambrx Public gardens 
a club, and cinemas, besides bookshops and hbraries, provide 
plenty of amecieice. 

In addicioQ to the commercial acrivihes connected with the 
supply of consumer goods to the inhabicanis of Gandhidham 
and i^KandlaPort {who now niunber over 20,coo}, the town¬ 
ship has become the home of a number of light industries: 
tile-making; fhcDkiire making; woodwoclong (these are four 
awmilk); cement cnakdng, including die manu&cture of 
bloeb and Hume p^; metal work—buckeu and steel 
irunls. There are ewo handloom weaving; eseablisfamenb and 
an ice facrory. Moreover, like Kaw«jta Port, Gandhklbam has a 
rail connection with India. In the new railway station passengers 
can go to and from Rajpotana, Central India, and otho pans 
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of the country wkae (He oie(re-gau^ syuem ruiu. Sefbre 
long, w wt have noticed. GandhidbAni wfli have ia awn air¬ 
port on a aite already earmarked &r the purpose in the oe^iual 
Uyout, This will relegate iHe preemt noall airport at Bbuj Q> 
I poaoon of secondary inapostance, as ihe new airport will 
serve the large area of India which now lacks die format 
provided by Biarachi airport It seems clear that as 
Kandla Port and Gandhidham ger into dtdr sedde, the ouice 
economic centre of gravity cf the State will shift easrwaids. 

All present indicaDons »xm. indeed, (o point that way. The 
dose which are now devdopbg beewem Randla- 
Qandhidham and Alunedabad, to ait ttansport. the 

railway and the new Naoooal Highway, are likely to bnng 
much Gufanti bvisiness mcetprise and •Hturiftal investment to 
an area which is designed to DecomepereEcelkiitt the port for 
an eaien ave l»iwri»rlji\rf in which Gifatat bulks lately, 'Whde 
no me m Kutch expects that Gujarati 'big buanes’ will desert 
Bombay, wbecc it has long been so fiimly escabibhed, it is 
df*r that recoil outbreaks ofbad feelbg between Giqaraiu and 
Maharashbiaiu, coupled with Gi^arah disappMntment at the 
leceni dedaoa against a separate hnguuue State of 'Greater 
Gujarat', are mcliruDg aotne at least of the giear mercantile 
establishments of Ahmedahad and of ochs business centres in 
Gujarat to consider very seriously the posibilicy of opening 
t^ activities in Kandla and Gandhidham, where there ate 
admiiabJc fadliiim, a dea r field for new enterprises and all the 
other advantages offeted by a young and ra^y-gtowing 
commumey. In this connection tt is not without sagnihcance 
that near KandU is aliody boated the la^c salt works m all 
Asia, with an export trade cf many thousands of com annually 
to counme m many paio of the wottd. This comhinaaon of 
Kutih’a own natural rmourcei with the capital and busmew 
enterprise cf a group of great Gujarati metchano has been 
studingly soaessful It may prove to be only the £int efa series 
of Iatge-9(^ undertakings whirit the &cilities provided by the 
new port of Kandla for handUng and shipping large quanddes 
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of gaodi quickly And cheaply will caU into being. Cleaily, the 
developmene of Randla to its full capadey will bring it a 
coQsidenble modUkanon in the present trade-paitere of India, 
both by relieving Bombay of some of its congestion and by 
providing a cheaper, shorter and quicker route to a large area 
wfaicb Bombay can serre at present only uneconomically and at 
considerable coscin eanfrelght-ehirgs, uieviuble delays, and 
overcTowtled warehouses. 

b ihorr, the ineerporadoo of Kucch in India, while it bai 
broijght many advantages to Kuich, is proving by no means 
onesided in Its benefio. If Kutdi is gaining much for herielf, 
she is also conttibutiog much to the reaoureo of the now India 
with which her deselnlca are hence forward inaciricably linked. 


PART II 


Kutch Yesterday 
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THE RIDDLE OF THE RANN 


Tki SAditioiul detwfunem wbls}) hu bcca chancMdioc of 
the Sure of Kuech for the Uat sine hundred yoen leant dwoned 
to nnle in the judgment of future huterUiu ai e kind of irvrer- 
iueU beeween rwo epoehi of doK conaeerion with die mein* 
kad. The key^fecror hu been the condition of the Run. In 
endenrtiffla, when the Reim ww «n win of die ArebUn Sea, 
Kuich wu an island, eadly to be reached from what is new 
Slftd, and forming a kind of Adam's Bridge between Sind eiid 
Keeliiawad. How long Kotch remained a true island, encrely 
surrounded by the sea, can only be gueisedi but its funeeio& as a 
bridge linltlnp Siad and the west eowt of India may have listed 
into the dawn of hiaiory. Some tracei of the reaurbble Indus 
Valley civilization (perhaps aSoo to zaoe ac) have been found 
in Xutchi and it is ptobibly through Kutch that dot chHlizn* 
tion penetrated into Kaihiawad siad western India. Miero> 
hthie finds in Kutch, moreover, bear obvious aruloglcs to those 
fbtmd on the mainland on either side. 

When Alexander the Great reached these ports in 3 3 C the 
Rannwas no longer an arm of the sea. The cssson branch of the 
IneW^thes the most important channel emptied itself into 
the Radii, io Kuich was a of octsuion of Sind on the 

other side ofalatge&eshwaterlake,«auly to be crossed. During 
the whole of this period, vduch lasted until icoo ad the eon* 
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neceioQ bctwwn Euecb and Sind waa iniunate. It nvsb feom 
Siiad Uut the ancestors of the ptaent Ruling House hailed. At 
the ame tune, the coimecdon botween Kutch and Kathiav?ad 
was also clMe; and rival princes and peoples &om Siad and 
&om Ssurashtra contended Jurcely for the mastery in the 
island terheory which formed a narural Jink beeween them. 
But some time in die eleventh oi rvrelBJi century, the main 
body of the Indue water began to move fiom die eastern to die 
western branch; the Ireshwater lagoon up, utd saltwater 
began to seep into ici place. This was no doubt the result of 
seiamk disturbance. Bardi^uaJte ihoeb are a recurring 
phenoasBoa in Kuceh bistory; they v^ere generally attribim 
^t least, chose ndAelently powemd to destroy cities or to 
alter the terrain ap^ce^ly—to the supecutural power of the 
sages and sainti of which Kueeh genenUy enjoyed tomethi^ 
more than iu foir shaie. The Rana became a saline, manhy 
plain, flooded during die monsoon months, and at all times of 
the year difficult, and often dangerousi to ereii. This charaaer 
it has broadly maiaiamed rnim our own times, when the 
development of modem means of eosununicaaon are once 
again Inltiog Kuteh dosely to the Indian mainland. 

It may well Jiappen that in the future the resources of present 
day engineering Kceaee will be needed to keep open t hff 
means ofeommunicatiou, because there can idll be no cerubtty 
that the tUnn will remain Jose as it is. Following the great 
earthquake of iBsp, the western porHon of die Raan, which 
had bMn drying up round the Kori. or eutem branch of the 
Indus, sank twelve &et or more; and an area of rwo thounnd 
square miles of what bd been marsh became an inland sea. 
The great depressio n thus formed, which engulfed the ancient 
formas of Sindti, was filled, in succeeding yeacs, with fresh or 
with salt water according to the vagaries of the [ndi» floods. 
Like the rest of the Rann, it is now mainly salt-marsh. But 
another violeot earth tremor, of the magnitude of that which 
damaged Anjar so severely in July 1950, m%ht u any time alter 
the terrain of the Rann once more. Poricmacely the eastern 
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tracts of die Raim, which are (he no*f impoTOJK from du 
pomi of view of comnqnkationj with h 4 ia, seem leas liable 
to cfwm^e chan the watem tncCH^enttpc, of course, by loine 
enormous nacural cacasciejilke; and such minoc altentnni u 
may occur ate unUkely lo cauie much dilBculcy co moden 
aigiseoi. One stabilising &ctor in the present deusdoD is the 
gradual masteriog of (he Indus 6oodi. which on now osoally 
be coaBolkd and utiliTed for IrrigaDoa prc^eca inPabstaa; 
alebough in an excepdonal year it may toll be po wbk fe< (hem 
w sweep devasuongly hcci the lUnn. Sue on (he whole, if (he 
ineakuUble element of cuchguakea is excluded from e^culi- 
clOQ, the proipeeti for seibilianf the easeem side of (he Rsda 
( the level of which is rceadUy risug) as a bridge b er weea Kuceh 
and India seem 6svounble: and it may even prove poeable to 
reclais) certam traea (ot mnog or ^tsvadon. 

Ic ii with this {necTmewee period of KuEdi*! history—the 
period when the chaneteriieie culmn of the eeunuy wu 
developed in eompandve detachmeat from die m^ in l find — 
that the pageiwhi^ fellow are mainly concerned, During diet 
period (he heroic ]e«ndi of Kutdii chivalry took shape; (he 
greet menucic feundaiions were set up: the traditions of lea- 
urlni smd of far-dung mereantile enterprise were &in]y 
atabJished. It was then that the diidnetivc contribution whick 
Kuteh brir^ to the new India wu evolved. About (he new 
epoch which the present cloee coftwctlon with Indie ku 
mhered in, little can be written. It liei in the future. Again, of 
the eaotmously long cuIkt period of close connection the 

mainland, up to about as leoo, only the bare oudaie ean be 
recovered until the researches of (he ardiaeologln 611 in the 
exisdng gaps in histoncal knowledge. Never^elesi, enough 
evidence is available to show how clo^y Euich was connect^ 
for many cesturies with the fortunes of the mainland. 

It would hardly be an exaggeration, indeed, to say that during 
most of the^of prehistory, throi^houtdiedawnofhacory. 
and right Into mediaeval rimes, Kutch had no separate exutmee: 
a was regarded as pan of the donunionsofwhateverdyiusry or 
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race ‘**»«*^ xo rule over (be la»iA now known aa Sind and 
Cojanr, and proved UKlfpowerful enou^ from one Wf or 
(be odisto conirol die Uland stare lying between cbem. In the 
cnditiejul hbeory preserved in the Puranaa, Kutch frgure 
among (he poseniona of the Yadavaa, who oveidirew die 
(apparently aboriginal and certainly non-Aryan) Pjikshasai in 
Gujaru and Saurashcra. There is a penutou tradioon in the 
scanty evly Hindu reierences (hai Kdtch was tbioly populated ' 

and rather unovilized; but grew excellent graa (thanks (o 
ash-manure raulting from dm from Heaven, « 1 H down by 
an angry sage, vdio loei hli way, upon the rough juogle that 
bimj whldi supplied a number of paatwal tnbes. 

Whether thele came from Sind or Uujacai, or were naeivee of 
the soil, is UDOeruin; but there could luve been keele reiiinace 
on dieir m( » any powerful conqueror freon the mahland, 
locel traaeioo, beyond proclaiming the descent of the Ikulbg , 
House from Yadu, frun^ of (be Yadavaa, li silene about this 
obaeure period; and there ii no evidence of any large dry or 
town in Kutcb corresponding to the Indus vall^ ei^sadon; ' 

although, es alrca^ mendoned, traces of contact with ehii 
culture have been (ouod. Until the areheeology of Kureh is 
huther explored, conjecture niuR be the only guide. 

With Ita excellent netural harboiua, Kutu was sJmost 
certainly a useful adjimcc to the Indus Valley province, annexed 
by Darius the son of Hynaspei (jat-sSj bo) as the twcndeUi < 

latrapy of the Perdan BcnplR: indeed without the eecupatioo 
of Kutch the Indus delta of that period could not have 
edeedvely controlled by the Persian fleet under Skylax. But 
whether there was any settlement of Persian ofEcers and 
metebanu ui Kotch, and whether at this period the hacboun 
of Kuttb began to take psic in the floimihing trade which 
sptai^ up with the Perstan Gulf and the ccesi of Arabia cannot 
be determined. By the drae that Alexander the Great reached 
the mouth of the Indus from the Punjab {3 bc) a laq^e num¬ 
ber of local kingdoms had grown up along the seaboard of ^ 

Sind, Kaehiawad and Gujarat; the paBem of trade between 
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ibem and other parts of India, and becveen ch Bin and the lands 
to the wai. seems to hsTc been floureJiin^. There is no eridence 

eobefoundeichetiDihe Greek wuien or in Eaonjya that Xotch 

wu » separue kingdom; bur it no doubt shared in the pros¬ 
perity of Gujtnt under the Maurym Bmpre after it bad cub- 
anaed to the rule of Chandragopea Maurya about }CO bc. No 
A soka insmpdoni have been Ibund in Kucch; but ii is uaUkely 
in the extreme ihat the island remained ouuide the rway of the 
great fiuddhist Emperor, whose dominions, extending fiom 
the Hindu Kiash go Mysore, included Gujanr, JUrhiawad, and 
the whob of the former rerun aacrapy of which had 
been ceded by Seleukei Nikaeor, 

When the Mauryw fmpue broke up, Giyam, Kueeh and 
Sind pasted istder ehe rule of Greeks ftem Baetria. who were 
being driven out by kordet efeani^iiudie Sakai or Scychiani 
(about i40-zao ic)—ehe Saku cbemselvte having been sec in 
morion by another tribe of fbrmidabb nomada, ^ Yueh-chi. 
Grec^BacBiin rule was dvtlieed and eniighGened, depending 
on I fudorv of eiicem and western cultures. Kuteli liad become 
put of the empire of the fimoui Greek King Meaender, who 
invaded India ebout r?) ic, eooquering among other pbces 
the Indus delta end KatUawod: and a cerain emeont ofeolonW 
BACioR, eeeompeilied by building aedvlcy and commercial 
development, leemi to have taken place in hie reign, U Is ebout 
ehis time that we fine come upon refereacee to flgfiwiw seG(Io> 
menn m Kuich: the remu of Baanen temples, altui, fortified 
cempi and large mseonry wells woe observed by Strabo 
(00 JSC—AU 24 } who refers to Kuceh eiTeJarashtta, with Tej or 
TahjJ as its prioapal town. It is to be noticed ehat mote than 
fifteen hundred yors laor. in ISta. Abul BisI called the capital 
ofRurehby ibisoime; so that Tej maybeidenricalinsuewiih 
Bbuj. There is a tredidon that at one remote pedod. perhaps 
under thcBactnans, Tej was the most iaporant pkee berweea 
the Indus and Daman; but when this occurred, if it really did 
occur, is uncertain. 

fiactriao rule over Gujarat, Ksthiawad, and Kutch was ended 
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by (he invuioD of cboae n^oru by the Sdkae» who set up, eaety 
in the fwi cencury of the Ohrudan era, the &inoui <dytusria of 
Great Sainpa who ruled in Malwa aad Kathiawsd for three 
cencuiiee in ipiw of many Tkissicudes. It is noi clear whose 
Satraps or Viceroys they claimed to be; but pcedhly they were 
tnbucaria of dte Kiohan Empire, There were heroic stru^les 
against these Invatiers, and the name of Vikramaditya, the 
Emg Arthur* who is commemofated in the Vtkraiiu 
Samvat era, beginning in jS 1C is assoctaied with thoe cam* 
paigni of patriotic resistance. There ii a Badidon* recorded in 
Ris Male, that Kuteh lufiered very severely from raiders who 
earned off womeo, childno, cowl, grab, and property of all 
lujuk How loQB ehees diicurbancei lasted is unknown. The 
Sika Satraps gradually eensolidaced their hold upon iha conn- 
try, althou^ Nahapana (known dates between as ij^and laj) 
was crushed by Gauaamiputra Sanrkarmi, of the £kmeiis Andhra 
dynasty of the Satavahinas. However, a different line of Satraps 
came to the Mcus of the Sake power. The great lUdradamaa 
drove the Sauvahanaa from Ct^ant and Xathiawad, and as his 
famous inscription of ap i jo at Gimar (where he repaired the 
embankment of the Siedanana lake) ihewi, extended hii con* 

C through Kutch and into Sind, where he probably 

local Parthian chie& relifii of the reoccupadon of the 
former rwenueth atrapy of the Persian Bmpire by King 
Miihridaces 1 of Psrthia in the middle of the second century ic 
These Partliian chiefi may posdbly have ruled over Kutch 
when Satnp Nahapana was defratod: many ludc^ParcKian 
cobu have been diapered in Kutch—althou^ thoe may be 
evidence of the dose trading lelacconi between Kuidi and Sind 
rather than of any direct Parthian rule. However this may be, 
Rudeadaman brought Kuich under Saka domimen coadusive- 
ly, and as time went on, Kutch s des with Sauraahtra became 
closer than its ties with Sind. 

The new maita of Kutch was by any reckoning an exQemely 
civilired person as well as a maghry warrior. He prided hinuelf 
on hh knowledge of Samkrit {the Gemoc record is the earliest 
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lengthy oficul uumpdon m due knguige to b« <lBcovered) 
and of the classksl subjeeu of granuiut, rmtuc, logk and 
(cueaafr. But even more meeitsring u the &et thee he cuefoUy 
recorded hu mens m winning the hands of seven] IndiaA 
pnneewes. who chose him out of other suiton by die ancieai 
Svafamvart, oc ^bride’s choice* ceremony. Lihe theOreeb and 
the Feiihum. like die Huns and Ciojaru who aroved later, 
the Sake anieocracy sougbe marruge alliances with the 
Kihacmya ruling houia of [ndia; and &em thk mixture of 
wattior stocks, many of the greu Rajput dam cinarged, 

The rule of the Great Satraps over Kuteb aeems to have held 
hrm for mere than a century aiier Rudradaman*s deeth; but 
noduQg is known about hew the country wm administered or 
what its social orgasiailon wet like. The evidence of coins 
thews thar there was a good deal of eade, which mighi argue 
the eaaitcnce of mcrehanii, shippug, and town life, ind pr> 
lUAablyi of arrangements for levying eatomiviutki for die 
benefit of the Greet Sacrapn but aodilng is known of any par* 
cicuUr towns, or even of forts; and Tej (or BhuJ) is not 
menciooed. The island-situation of Kuteh may have preeaved 
U fiora croublea vddeh overtook Sake rule on the maioJond 
fram the end of the aeeood eatuty as. CMI wars broke out: 
fresh and formidable attacks were launched against (he Gmu 
S aRipi by the Saiavahanas: separate Sake gkiafutfn let up 
indepeidcnt klngdoma. The power of the Sakas slowly esum- 
bled; and tbett prestige waned u that of the Gupta Empire 
of Magadha steadily grew fiom the befiaung of ebe fourth 
esDtary a^. The Great Sairapi were obliged to pay cribciie to 
the military might of Samw&agupta (dM about as jSo) and 
feU easy victims to his equally ^Ustinguished son Qiaadragupra 
U Vikramadicya who finally brought Saka tide in GuMac, 
Xathiawad and Kutch ca an cod about AS 39 $. The reason for 
this invaBon of a tributary kingdom was no doubt the atcra^ 
tion of the tevesiue from cuiroms dudes levied upon the aedve 
trading with the west which was carried oa in the ports of all 
three areas. But it is also as well to remember that Chandtag- 
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apo n bl» idcorifiadon with the Kii^ Chandra in die 
inacripcwn on the faraoui Iron Paisf at Delhi la accepted u 
correct) wta fcced by oppoaicioa fiom the 'VahJika*’ of Sind; 
and in making hia plam w 'aoai in war^a^e the tevta mouths 
of the Indus’ to subdue them, he would have found it asentiaJ 
(o conud Sauraahera and Kuech. No doubt both these con- 
lidendooi helped to aeal the fate of the Sake Samps. 

The Gupta Bmpire was enli^teoed and effiom t, and it is 
reasonable »luppoae that Rut^ prospered under the kind of 
beoevolent adnumitraDon which the Chineie pilgrim Pa-huen, 
who trsveUed thrm^h many para of Indu between Afi and 
AD 414, deaccibed incidencalfy in relacing the profreii of hh 
pious 9eot for authentic Bttddhiit texts. Offioob were retulscly 
piid: commerce flourished; cute lutnedoivs were enforced; 
cows w«e proMCied; order was well m ai nt a ine d and many 
exedloit handicrafts were practised. How far (lui general 
picture of or^ed promricy applied to oMUemporsry Kucch 
can oely be eenjeciureJ; but once there u rail no evidence of 
the enxrgaee of a lool government, ie may be eaumed that 
the country was adminiiKted by imperial officials. If those who 
served in Kutch were as good as their coUeagua who impreased 
Pa^tiert so &vounbly in the cootk of hii travels tiuougn ether 
ptro of the Gupta firnpire. the local conditions mutt have been 
Lghly MtiAcfQfy. It seems likely that Kutch was in the 
^luTMcnon of the tmperiel Governor of Saunshert during this 
petiod; and the efficiency of the administration in looking 
after the welfare of the people is shown by another inscription 
as Giniar. Since the Saka Rudtadaman 1 repaired die embank* 
ment of the Sudsrsana lake in AO {30 it had seemingly held 
firm; bot m ad 4jj-j0it buist again. It was promptly mended 
by cbe Ifflpedal Governor, whoae name was Pamodaita, on the 
instructions of the Emperor. 

UnfoTtuoately for Kutch, as for die rest of India, the golden 
age of the Guptas was desdned to last in ics full splendour only 
tm about a century after the second fflrtiAi maeuption. In the 
the time ofChandragupra II’s son. Kumarsigupta (died as 45 j) 
6* 
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there tud occnrred efornidable nuliary ouifl. Wbethef U was 

due CO oivasioD fron without oc to sedition within is unknown; 

hut the fortunes cf die dynwty lufTered so sererely dur diey 
could be descobed it *&0eD' in a eontempoierY uueiipdoti, 
which tecosds how they were soddody ratoted by the 
victories of SkaacUgupre» the ccowapriuee. bi the coarse ofhu 
reign, the Emperoc ^sndegi^Ea had been obliged to repel s 
formidable mvason &om ^ Ephduliiet, oc White Ham, a 
branch of the terrible Huq peoplo who were then overrimfung 
so much of Asia and Europe, He defeated them so eherougUy 
that they kept away fet half a eeanuy. But this great victory, 
which t^ dme saved India feom the fete which was then 
ovtfaking raoeh of the known world, uok have itraioed the 
raeuicQS of die Gupca Empire aeretely: and under the heroie 
Bmperor's lucceason, there were signs that the eifecuvenees of 
the eaitral atuhoriey was declining, Prom the point of view cf 
Kueeh, the most important consc^uencaa cf due decline were 
ewefbid. One wu eMblishment in ICaehiawad, some time 
rm before joe, cf a Kparate klogdosi, under the Maiiraka 

cUa. with its capital at Valsbhi (now Vala ta what waa fermcrly 
Bhavnagar State). The founder of this kingdom was BKacsrka. 
an Imperial Geiieral who became Governor, made hii o(^ 
Hereditary, and then etarced a dynasty of feudal ehiefe which 
lubscquesuly attahied greai o n saence, ruling Saucashen and, 
for some tunc, parti of Malwa and Gujarat, as well u Kaich. 
The eec^ coneequeoee, from the standpoint of Kutch, of 
the dtf Jine of Gup« power was the grow of a poweefu) 
kiugdom in Smd. The King of Sind was attacked by the 
mithry Haiiha of Kanaiy (au , but apparently beat him 

of!; and the State ofSiadhu, u it was called, remained powerful 
throughout the seventh century an. 

VaJabhi was strong enough, not only to protect ia domu^ 
ions from many of the troubles which accompanied the break 
up of the Gupu Empire and the shofC-ttved tyranny of 
Hun eoncuerofs, bat also, afre# some initial setbacks, M tenst 
the attacks of Hanha, Its power seems to have lasted until it was 
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weakened by Arab raida be cweeo ap 72^ wd AP 7 J$ and ie wu 
finally desDoyed by mtenial rebelUoo. In iis heyday die 
admiruacndoc was highly o^isixed; and much admired by 
the Chmeae iraveUct Hiuaa-oang^ vdio viiited many para of 
India betweai ad 630 and ad 644* 

It ii not always easy to identify the Chinear toim o£ die 
pkco-nams wlii^ he gives; but he aeema to claasify Kuich as 
part of the kingdom otSzndho. True, there is another paswge 
in hit eravels In whidi he deeetibes a place called K-i-ea ot 
I&<*ha as bcmg subjeec to Vakbhi; but since dui place was in 
hk dme tlch» thickly^opled, and Uke Malwa in climate and 
cuwems, it ii perhaps m Kaus district rather than Kutcli. Hu 
best reaseni £» believing that Hiuen-nafig U refenmg to 
Kureh 01 the formeri rather than in the latter, passage are his 
descnptions of the durance which he crevelled to mch it, which 
vrai miles south-west of the capital of Sindhu, Alos (neat 
Bhakar on the Indus); and the asms of its chief town, which is 
plainly identifiable with Koteshvar, not (u Irom Ukhpet 
fixeedy when Kuich passed from the luseniaty of Vilebhl to 
that of Alor is unknown. Hiuea-oang gh/as AO hint that 
$indhu had occupied it shortly before hsi visit; so it teems 
pebable that Vslabhi power over Kutch lasted Uh dun • 
nwidred ywt; and that towards the end of the sixth century 
the greet cotv^ueror gi^g Sehiras of SkidhiJ, whole territory 
extended to the north es for as the bordecs of Kashmir, 
and on the west at for as Mckran, found Kurdi an easy 
conquest. 

Hiuen-aang described Kotoihvar as lying *on the wenem 
frontier of the country dose to the rivet Indus and great ocean, 
(t ineaiured five miles round; it contained eighty Buddhist 
convents, whose five thousand devotees belonged mainly to 
the Licik Vehicle*. He also noticed a dozen temples dedicated 
to Hindu deities; and a great temple of Maheehwar, adorned 
with sculptural where there was s miracl^wotking image 
worslupped by ash^raeared 'bereaci*—doubtless aaddhus. 
Koteshvar was plainly an imporont commeroai centre; and 
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1C»impcMible lo iuppos« (hat it was the onty town in Kucch. 
But Hiueo-csAng mentions no others. 

There i» no reason to doubt, from its size and importance, as 
well as ^om the advancago of (be ucuation between the Indin 
and the Arabian Sea, that Koteshvac shared in the protperois 
cade which HiaeQ*csang found ezisdng (hmoghoMC Sind and 
weaeem India. This trade had for long been esRremeiy well 
organized, A eencitry before the Chinm pilgrim arci^ in 
bidizi the daaiieal geographet Imown ai Cosmu IndiCDpleuicn 
described bow the spices of the Par East, arriving in toe great 
ports of India's eaat coast, found ehetr way to Ceylon, arvd 
thence to the west coesc ports, where they were shipped to 
Fersie, Arabia and Africa. It is intcrcetitig to notiee that thore 
wai already a large importation of ivory from Africa, As 
Cocnai notes, the raki of African elephants were large, and 
mote highly valued, than Indian ivory. Quite pcaiibly, the 
ancient and lonf><olitlnued eaimeetinn of Kuich win the 
trade In African ivory findi its ocigia in thoae days of the gmw 
new of Koeeshvar, the first Kutch port of which hiSMry 
Culturally, the general picture which the Oiintee aaveller 

S reienq ibowi that in ipite of his eontesitlon chat Buddhism wu 
ourishing, in Kuieh as in Sind, it was, in free, dadining. We 
know from other soureca that everywbete diroughow westam 
ladia, (he Rajput elans were beginning to take shape, as rhe 
foreign hgbdng ariieocncy of Sakas. Huns, and ochw warlike 
imrnigranB snhigled with the local werriorntoebi counced 
(hcffl^ves Kshattriyw in the Hindu iraditaon and enrolled 
theneelvei among the worsbppcn of Hbda deities. Moreover 
about this time Jainism was gaining ground in Kaihiawad and 
Sind, and vras no doubt ihe fum poadon which i( 

has occupied for so many cenniria in Kutch. 

The typical features ^a feudal regime, with iu weak central 
authoiiry and mulriphdry of vassals who rendered allegiance 
CO t hfif overlords oi^ when obliged to do so. began co appear 
throughout wuretn India. In Sauraifaira, they weakened the 
VaUbhi kmgdotn. In Smdhu, in die time of Chach the famous 
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Sniunin mcnvct, and hia lucceaMU. cbey gave much double. 
The kingdom of Sindhu poeeated four provineea, in addirion 
to the c ^tr aJ tarritory rided from Alor; and the goveraort of 
dieae provinces were in eiEect rributary rulers. Ruid; idelf may 
well, from its island^osioon, have presented lemptaiion to an 
ambitioia official de^ui of leeting hknaelf as an indepen¬ 
dent monaich; but the value of id aade, and the importance 
of the cuRoms-revenue. no doubt induced the Alor Govcrh 
ment to keep as fum a bold over it as was poMthle. But there is 
evidence that (awards the end of the seventh century A£ the 
authority of Alor was wnkenu^. partly, peshapa, as a result of 
iatenul taction, but mainly beeauK of the growing danger fnm 
the Ara^. Kutch began to feel the elfecu. Kathi tribamen &oin 
Sind began to move into Kutch on their way to Kathiawad (to 
which uey gave their name) and seised the cemre and south 
of the i^nd. Prom the eastern quarter, on the mainland, earaa 
Charans and Ahin. Theia immigrants s«em to have divided 
Kuteh beeween them; their chiefs became eerritoiial barons, 
with their own itrongholda. Soon aAerwardi. the endra coeit 
of weieem India was thrown into eenfoston by die Arab 
invAiion of Sind. 

In about ad (43 there was an ominotu indicaicon of future 
trouble in the form of an Arab naval raid on the port of Debal 
(whose modem location is uncertain) situated on one of the 
ooBchs of the river Indus. This was repelled. But a few yean 
afttfwards came an Arab invasion by land through the fioian 
Pom. Again the effort failed; but as a result of tneaeed opera' 
dons, the Arabs conquered Mekran. The Sinuu kingdom 
defended itself bravely; as a result of its toughneii, Ici subjugo' 
don became a msjoc ebjeedva of Arab policy. But many mote 
Arab expeditions failed, until in Ad ?cS. aJ-HaJaj. Governor of 
IrsM), equipped a formidable invading force and dispatched u 
againai the coast of Sindhu under iheconunand of Mohammed 
ite Qasun. This leader was a most capable general, and with 
the help of heavy siege engines, he captured ary after city, and 
broke down all opposition in a series of pitched battles. But be 
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might soil hAvc faled hftd he not moved & great deal of help 
£iom owton. Many local ehiefuim joined him; and when the 
King of Sbidhu. Dakar, died brayely in bauk, eflixeive 
reistauce ceased AUhough Mohammed ibrv Qasrm wu 
recalled in disgrace after seven years, owiog to the hosoKcy oft 
new CaJipU, many of the chbal chiefs and uocables of Sind had 
.occ e pred Islaui before hii departure. Thh convetnon of the 
sin^ arinocracy was to exercise an imporeanr uiiliiencc upon 
she future of Kueeh. 

The first dfeee of (he Arab conqoat of Sind was to destroy 
the last traces of Alor’i authority over Kutek. Hie Arabs 
laiuiehed a series of expeditions frem their new base against 
neighbouring tertitoriei bcevreen ad and in the coone 
of which th^ defeated the chkti who mlsd cn many plaea, 
including Xateh and Saisaihcra. But die reeiitanee of the 
Gujan and Chalukya ruleti of Gujarat was so fierce that the 
Arabi wete obliged to fill baek upon Sind; and they do not 
appear to have settled letiouily in Kureh until the mndi 
century av. 

Why did the Arab* sustain these reverses afiet thdr great 
initial luccoa over the kingdom of Sindhut The truth seem* to 
have been chat Anb naval power ww not iccong enough to 
OBtmatch the shill of the pcaetised marinen of the wat coast of 
India, whose deep^ea tradition must have made them fer- 
mldoble epponeots. For thii reason, no doubt, the Arab* fsfled, 
so as tliey relied on su-communkationa, ro bring sufTH* 
oent ^ce to bear at any given point to overcome the gailint 
resistancB of the powerfid Rajput kings ofGujarac. Arab writers 
often complain of the 'pintes* of Kuteh and Sind; cht* may be 
the echo ^ an Arab lailure to keep the seawayi clear for the 
uansport of their croopaand miouTioTtsofwu. 

About the nmc wJien Arab eftbrts to expand from Sind wctc 
meeting with thii illsuccces, a powerful Chavotka (ot Chavda) 
kingdom, famous as Anhilwada, with in eapiul at Ajuhila> 
pataka, the modon Patan. was rismg in Gujarat; and meinben 
of this same Chavda clan esublisbed themselves in the eastern 
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put o£ By period t)te K^ihis had spmd njcwud 
thioi^ MBCral Kuich and had Btfahlhh<^ themaelves in 
Wagad. tviih iKdr capital in the iffoog fbn of Kanthkoe. The 
Chavdas wreated Kanthkot from die Kaihu some tune in die 
CBaeury ap and became the dommanc dan in Waged, 
wruch ctfianued for tome yean to be subject to the suzerainty 
of Anhilwada. A^r about two cencuriea, the Chavdaj Ion 
Anhilwade to die Solankt branch of the Chaulukyaa^ but the 
fuzeralnry of Anbihiveda over Waged continued; uid In eouree 
of the operaoona vrhlch the Solankia undertook egainat the 
Chavdes, i good mesy Sohmfcii fbuod horaee In Kuich, along 
with their close kmimen the Vaghelai. The Chavdas in Kureh 
remained itrong, however, and were no doubt reinforced when 
their fellow denimen lost Anhilepauka to the Solankii. There 
* some evidence that the Chavdaa rcBcated wesTwerda before 
the advancing and Vaghelai; Morgad, one of the 

Chavda ddea aald to have been founded after the SoUnld ca^ 
Ture of AnahiUpMaka, u louch-wut of Bbiy and many miles 
west of the border of Wagad. In this way Kuteh became 
divided up berween £UjpiM baroni from Gujarat, who seem to 
have ipteu wesrwerdi at die expenie of the eurllet Kathi rulers, 
and to hive subjected almoit the whole country to Rtjpijt 
dominaaon. Gedi end oUiet aneienc towns in Wagad earthy 
existed at this time, and adll posiai tredidoni of Vaghela rule. 
But the old iugK}f*wer berween Sad end Saureihire>Gujeru 
for the posieision of Kuteh was soon to begin egsin. 

The failure of the Arabs to make Sind the base for funher 
conqoou seemj to have induced them to rule that terniory 
voy lightly; indeed &om the time of the Caliph Umar U 
(ad 717-700) they were satisfied co leave the chid of Sind as 
independent rulers oo condition ebat they accepted blam. A 
greet many of them did so. Among them were cettaio chiefe 
of the Semma Rejpurs who claim a northon anceaoy, with 
Syrian and even Egyptian aAliasioni, and whose origmal eacly 
riile of Jam is by tradition associated with the migfacy Iranian 
monarch Jarmhed. According to I^end, the branch of the 
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Lunar race (o whick dw Sunnaj bdo:^ had exercised kif^iy 
power for centuries bicomitries we«tofIndia» andii waso^y 
ainr they had lo«i char dominions so the eo&^uering Arabs 
due they made chek way easrwaids. That they bad had 
contacts with bUm before they settled m Sind, which by chis 
tune was under Arab domifurion, teems clear indeed the 
Muslim Sammai, who are raU fiaond in Sirtd, actually claim 
Arab descent Not all the Samma fhirfi of Sind were conveeted 
to blam; ihoae who continued m the Hindu iradioon of their 
ancestry b^an to cultivate doie eopneetiooi with Kutch, 
wl>ere they found Chavda, Vaghela and Selanki Rajpuci with 
whom they could contract maeriage'aUiances. But fact that 
some of the Samma chie^ns sceepeed Islam very early, 
induced a tolerant atrieude towards that creod among those 
who remained Hindu: and thU ww to prove a fortunate eir> 
cumsiancs for Kurehwhena branch of me main Simma stock 
evennuUy came to exetene luprcme power there. 

Aceor^ng ro Kutehl tradidw, one of the most important 
ehieb of the Hindu branch of the Semma lOjpuci early in the 
ninth century ad vrai Lakhe Ghuraro, son of Ukhai Bad. It is 
related of him that he made two marriages Iran Rueeh; one 
with Jeudiu, daughter of Vagham, Chavda chief of Pa^adh; 
che other with Chandra Kicvarbe, called Oaud Rani, deleter 
of the Gohel duef of Ken. There were (but ions by each 
macriage. When lAkho Ghurere died, hii eldest loa Uunid, 
whose mother wai the Gohel princess, succeeded him. But 
Unnad’s half brothers, Mod and Manai. loni of the Chavda 
pro ws *, plotted asauut him: and Marui murdered him with 
Mod's help. Gaud Rani was strong enough to secure the 
lUceesstOQ for her grandson, Sama. Aa a result, Mod and Metvai 
were obliged to dec to Kurch in order to avoid her vengeance 
and to se^ thek ^ure among thdr kmafolk occce che witec 
with auch of their doosmesi as would follow than. 

They cook refuge at Brtt with thek Chavda node at PaegadL 
The ronams of the town, over ewe miles in extent, lie six 
milea south-west of Ukhpat, oa the banks of a stream which 
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once no into che Ram and muse ai this cunc have been 
naTigable. The den of Rvo aodenl cunonu-housee axe suU 
poioted out; and si^brd evidence of Patgadh’s former com* 
nerdal impoRuice aJid cUuenas (O ihe sea. Mod and Manai 
mutt have come there by ihip. 

The story of their e:^oiu in Kuech shows (hat they tended 
CO keep wiihm reach of the sea, on which tl>ey were doubtless 
Gir mote u honu than were (he Rajput chieAaina whom they 
airaeked. Vagham Chavda, who Imew the reason for eheif 
exile, wai suspidoui of them from die firsc; he indsted that they 
an oaih m the temple of Kalikn Mata (o fbnwoar maeh- 
Cry. They phrased ihe oath so cleverly (hat eltey succeeded in 
reassuring the simple Vaghain without exposing ehemsclvei ro 
divine vengeance. 

The form of words they vised is still remembered: *Ifwe turn 
fiiithless, then the goddess ia beeween ui. We pray to tlK 
goddess: we $smmai speak die truth.' Since the oeth was taken 
by the two brecheti simuleaneouily, its litetsd meaning was a 
prayer to the goddtes to stand between the two of chem; and 
net beeween them, on one side, and Vagham on the other. It 
was If) fact a pact of faith beeween the two brothers—wliidv 
they certainly obaerved all their Uves. 

After thus lulling hii suspicions, they explored his country, 
and findiDg it good, decided to sdac it. As <^icy were returning 
from hunting one day. they (bund their vmde unguarded, 
teUing his beads by ue saeriiuial tank near the temple of 
Kotemwar. Mod stole behind him. and cut off his bead, which 
fell into the water. Hie tank is sdll in esditeocc, having been 
tepaiied more chan once by local piery. 

AOer the murder of Vagham, the brothers feuod no 
difficulty in seizing the impoicant city vdiich had bcea hu 
capital, together with the surroundirig territories. They could 
rely upon the attachment of their Sajiuna dansmoi who bad 
followed them from Sind; and no doubt ch^ reladooship to 
Vagham, combined widi their formidable characters, seoared 
14 least the pastve obedince of (be local Chavdas. But cheic 
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pojuion was grill iiiKCQR. PacgadK was 2 5 ef of the Vag bflg 
Driadpakty of Guntri, a icroag waOcd town whose ruiru caq 
be seen near (he small modern village of Gunthli, rhircy-su 
mila oorch>we»t of Bbuj. At the whea che broEheti 
arrived ehere, Gimoi seems to have stood Ufson a navigable 
river, )iow (he dtied-up Dharui, wish it) own seapoee of Chan 
where the Dbanir j^ed (be Rann. like Paiga^, ic was an 
important place, lu extensive trade u ancient times 11 cvh 
deneed by the large horde of ccoru (now unibrcunaeely loc() 
which villager! were aecuieoroed to find in the ecdna up to the 
end of the fmi quarter of (he nmereendi eentuiy, The rule of 
Guneri wai, aeeording to local eradidon. at that rime shared 
between seven Vtthela brothers of the Sandh tribe, still 
remembered h the Seven Sandhi*. They sent angry meaiages 
to Fa^adh. threatening to avenge on the Saouiu princes the 
murder of their vaieal Veghanti but were placated—or pr> 
tended to be lo—when Mod aad Menu promised to incrcoK 
CO eighteen the seven daily cartloads of grass, fodder, end othsc 
produce whidi Patgadb leutai its tribute to Guntri, They were 
suSidently prudent, however, to indit that Manal muK reside 
in Gund oi hosuge for the broihcri* good behaviour. 

In Cunui, Manai wu kept under li^t surveillance, and wy 
allowed to ride about che councry oueslde the walb. As he wu 
handsome and fr ee duaded, be quickly mode friends, and 
eicablished ways of eommunjestiag secretly widi Mod in 
Peegodh. His presence In Guntri cvrited gossip; end one day, 
ei be wu sitting on the open air platform near the gate of the 
hooee where be lodged, be heard two women ducussing bins 
on ibeir way bock frm the well. One said: 'Look, iherei thsi 
brave Sanuna prince—hew bondsome be is! And to dunk that 
he is kept here as a hosuge I' The other replied; 'What ia the 
good of a hosuge like himt The Sammai ue brave, we are 
told', but they must be foob, or (key would know how easily 
(hey could dutroy the Seven Sandhs, who live in s^arate 
hoiwei, b etf each other, and aie only bcerested in keeping thcii 
jurisdsetion ow the paidcukr wards of (be city where each 


73 



KVTCE VIST2BDAY 

one liva. Ifl wefe a Swnma, I tbould Mad fiv« aimed mai m 
each of die eighteen grus carts which arrive here daily. Thai 
would mean, with the drivers, one hundred and eight men 
io&ide die walk. Fifteen men could go rimultaneously to each 
house where one of the Sandha lives. If they were sensible 
enough to catch them at their morning prayers, that would 
be du endof rAen!* 

Msnai, impraaed with the Ides, leratched a message giving 
fuUdeuihofitOQtheshardofa broken pitcher anddepatdied 
it to Mod by a sure band. Mod acted quickly, and packed some 
of his bnyeie followers into dae grus ores. But disaster nearJy 
overtook (he encerprue. Among the sentries who guwded the 
pte through which the Paegadh waggons paiacd every day was 
a blind soldier named Chad, who kept hw ^tm because of 
the extxaordinacy aeueeneii of hll tereuning sensoi, As the 
convoy which concealed the armed men approached the esK, 
Clud celled out, la • couplet wivch is icill repeated: *Chaa die 
sentry seyi that there ll no pui In the earn to^y, either they 
contain or living fleih*. To test the warning, anothee lentty, 
a Gusjar lUjput, drove a long spear into the load of the leading 
can. It jMiecd the thigh ofoca of Mod*i men, a Jat named 
Ganghe. With great preaenen of mind, be uttered no aeund, 
end eoASived due the ipear blade should be wiped deen by t 
&ld of hit runic, which he held in hit hand, as the lencry with¬ 
drew hii weapon. The carts were then admitted, while the 
sentries jeered at the luipkdons of Chad, who was by no means 
satidle/that hss initbco had betrayed him. Butit waa toe late. 
The carts dispersed tneo groups; each group made ia way to the 
houK of a particular Sandb. The warriors burst in while their 
viednu were at prayen; and all the seven ruled of Guncri 
petiihed. Mod and Manai became nutiers of the city and of its 
depatde\t territory. 

Tlveir postessioAi BOW stretched along cbe western part of the 
northern seaboard of Kuich, and no doubt they were confident 
that that control of local watert would protect them from 
artaek. How long they took to coiuolidate their gains is net 
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blown; bui Med waj the father of* a ton before they were 
ready for ehetr neve adruee. To the eax, in Wagad. lay (he 
uiciefit ciry of Gedi, the eapical of Dhaian» another Vagbela 
chiefcain. It was neceaiary for Mod and Manat to make friends 
with hun» both beeause he cotmo Ued the eauem pact of the 
northern sa6oasd> and became he wai in touch with hit 
kinameo the power&l Charda rulers of (he great cicy of 
Anahilapacnka. Perhaps fortunately for them, Dhiran was 
Impressed by their conquests and pterertad to make terms with 
them rather than to 6ghi them. He betrothed hit daughter to 
Mod's son, Sad. Mod uid Maiui, who dUMpear (itim the 
records, appear to have become vessels of Anahilapataka; 
because Sid. when he succeeded to the pceaasioni of his fisher 
and inicle. took uo his reiide»ee in Kauthkot, which ha inedc 
his capinl. Possibly he enlarged it, beause Kutdu tndiuoii 
credits'him with building it. although it wis fu older than his 
time. 

The diiappcinnee of the formidable Med and Manai, pr^ 
lunsably by death, somewhere in the liner half of die ninth 
CMUiry Afi miy have weakened Sed's posidon; for by the ume 
that Sid's son Pul was six months cm, Dhiran Vighsk felt 
strong enough to hd himself of the troublesome Sunma 
Biiruden. He mutdeted Si^^under whet eireomitencee we do 
not knew—and. probably overten ill the territories which Sid 
hid inherited from Med and Mansi, because the iafanr Pul 
was taken back to Sind. Tliat Pul ocaped his grazidfather's 
effort to extnmioate the entire Kuteh branch of the Sscnmasii 
escribed to the devotion of e masdeervant named Bolidi, who 

dteised her ownion in the royal nfant'i robes and sacrificed hii 

life to save the baby prince, whom she ceiried away to safety in 
ha arms. 

in Siud the little Ful was befriended by a kinsman named 
DhuUra. probably a mcmbec of the Muslim branch of the 
Sammas; aod was thus brought up in the court of a Mmlim 
prince. 51 e appears to have run m>e to the advenrurous spirit 
of h» patonal grand&iher and gtandundr. As soon as he 
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readied C^dog age, he renmed to JCuich, preasiued himielf 
at tke court of arid diallenged his maKriul grandfuhet 
Dharan Vaghela to conibes. 

Dharan Vaghela, by now certainly an elderly man, pre¬ 
ferred eo male peace by giving one of hi» daughtert (or perkapa 
a more disont kinrwocnan) to Pul in mamage. Pul Meraa to 
have fotsid no diSicalcy in regainiog his poueinonsi but be 
never forgot that Dharan bad murdered hit fetbei, and 
narrowly miMed murdering himself In revenge, be killed 
Dhiran on the ilm oppoctunity and flayed the corpse. Happen¬ 
ing one day to quarrel with his wi& over a game of cheat, he 
cruelly tridc^ bet Into sitting upon the skin of bet murdered 
kinaman. Aiehough she was mgnane at the time, she cosh 
mittedsuieide. Her unborn ia^twu cue livif^ feom her body, 

aj^ wu known as Ghao—bom of the wound. 

Pul was a eoniidanble warrior, and appears w have ruled 
prosperously, as a vassal of Anahilapataka, eh« kingdom of 
Gods as well as the temeories of Guntri and Psigadb, 3 w his 
is eclipsed in the traditioas of Kutch by the prowess of hu 
younger son, the femeus Lakho Pukii. There has been much 
discusnou over the dadng of this heroic personage; and euriiee 
Bntidi writers lure feUm inte confusion through feilure to 
disdnguuh berwe« the several Lafches who figure in the 
annals—Lakho Gbuiaro in the ninrii century, lakbo Pulani in 
the tenth ceruory, and finally fin the twelfth centnty) Lakho 
'Lakhia. But the evidence of Kutch’s memorised history 
CTu y n des accurately with the evidence of Rms Meic and other 
ckonkke of Gt^ant; and there as even seme epigrapbeal data 
to confirm both. Pulani was bom, according co Kciscb 
tradidoa, in Samvat $70 (ad pao); a dace wluch b common eo 
many of the songs and legetds vduch docribe bis exploits. 
Hnaliy. as we shall see, it is quiee certain that he was skin at the 
betrle of Aikot in Ksthiawad in Samvat loj j (ad P 7 &). 

Ukho PulaniwasthesonoftRaburi (gipsy) girl whom Pul 
bad married late in life. There is a tradition that she was 
markable &t her beancy and for her mcelligenee. With such a 
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ractha and &thef, it ii UM surphstng (hai l.akho Fulani shewed 
eady Agoi of *n ncepoonally strong and enKrpnnng charac* 
(u^andihatuaoanasliegiew co manhood he t^uairelledwiA 
hk father. 

He crcMed the F«"" co lech hk fornine at the ooutcofKu 
&ther'i oveilofds, the Cluvda rialett of AnihiUpaoka. Here, 
aecording to Kutch aucboribei. he won fame both as a gajlanr 
soldier and as an aicutc poliddan; and his repocacira spread 
through Saiiraahira and Gujarat. No doubt he became attached 
GO the Chavda Ruling House wfaeee meniben had be&isnded 
hitn: and this accounts fot the begiuning of his enmity with 
the Solanhi prince Mokr^ Chaulokya. Mulanjs (known 
dates AO 9*o-^96) killed Samane &in|h. the Ou^a king of 
Anhilwada, who wm his unde and a^Md lasher, seued the 
dey of AnoIikUpakhe, and brought Chavda rale to an end. 

When ^ died, UUo Fukm reuinied to Kuedt and succeed¬ 
ed his fadur. It is not knows whether Ukhob elder halt 
bn^eher, Ghao, Had died also; but Lakhe recogtuted Ghao'i son 
'Punvro as hki heir. Tbe date of Lakho Pulatu's aecesrion is 
urtknown; but as He is eredited with a long reigrt (laser 
exaegeeat^ by popular legend so the span of a ceacury and a 
halo he nuy have come n the thsMie as a cornMndvely 
yoMts man-<«minly before Mularija leind Anahilapacaka 
and founded the SeU or ChaulakyB dynasty of Anliilwads 
which lasted until Afi 

Mular^a, as ruler of Anahilapacaka, succeeded to the former 
Chavda overiordship in Kutch, and Lakho Pulani must have 
beert Wi vweal, in oameatlait. Mulai^'i subveoion of Chavda 
rule dad net fad CO bring down upon his head the hostility of 
aenbidotf rivals; and soon after he became King of Anhilwada 
he was attacked from two different direedooi. The Chahanuna 
king Vigrahataja uivaded the couatry from the north and a 
Urge army commanded by the Katurese general Batappa was 
sent against Anhilwada from the »uti by Tailaj^ II who had 
desttoyed the powet of the Raahttakutrss in the Dectan aj^ 
was anmous to ertend his authority over Gujarat, Confronted 
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by thil fermiriahlg combinarion of fbei, Mukraja fl«d across die 
Renn to KuccK, tni cook refuge ia die fort afKandikat, secure 
in the knowledge due neuliea’ of his cpponeno commanded 
any naval power au£dcn( (o follow him. Here he called upon 
his vascals in Euech to rally to his support; and after he had 
succeeded m making an arrangemenc with Vigraharaja—whose 
ob|eaive was probably wealth rather than ierT)Cory>^e ro- 
crossed the lUnn, fdl upon fianppa, and destroyed him and 
hit army. 

It leemi unlikely that LakUo Fialsni took any part in chese 
opemioetf; his lym^thies were ptobebly with Mularaja’s 
enemies. There was, in face, iciich bad blood betweei ih« two, 
Tlie Gujanit annals state (although share is no conftrmation from 
(he Kuseh side) that [Uj SoknL. who was Mularija*i narunl 
frthet, had videed she eouct of Lakho Folam afeer the death in 
chlkbtrih of hit fine wife LlL Devi—Mulanja'i mother, the 
liiret of she last Ouvda King Samons $mgh. There he had 
xnanied Lakho’s lUter Rayap. by whom he had another aon, 
Rakhaich. As a r«ult of some dispute over preeadeiee as a 
oourt fuMtien, a brawl broke out. Raj Solanki. together with 
many of his Bain, was slain by Lekhe and his Simmalieichma, 
The ludbreuiute Rayah eonunlOed ttH after the death of her 
husband at she hands brother; but Rakhaich was Ixoughr 
up by Ukho, who tried to uh him as a figurediead fee con¬ 
spiracies against Mularajt. Somewhat natu^y. ^ annoyed 
Mular^a. om of whose uncles, fijj Solanki. was always urging 
him to avenge his natural father's death. 

Lekhe {died AO 979) must have been very bury at this time 
fortifying and enlarging Ker«. once the home of his greae> 
grandfather Lokho Guraio's seeceul wife. Gaud Rani. This 
ruined dey stands now 00 the Mundca road twelve miles south 
of Bhuj. Lekho made it into a splendid eapical. conveniemly far 
iwy from Waged, where the authority of Mularaja and 
AnaJdapatska was more eSecrive. JCera is a sad sight to-day, 
fer the stones of the anoent tempk and fortroi of Lakho 
Fulani's rime have been largely plundered CO conatrua later 
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buildings. But tlw itrine ind the spire of a nugcuficeady un- 
prettive Shaivitt temple sdU stand, although iher have been 
h^y damaged by earthquake ibockj. and are urgarfy ja need 

ofwu^pcraaoia by the ArehaecJogicalDepacnoeoeoflndia 
ifcliey arc not to crumUe into riant The massive blocks seton 

one another without the aid of eement, are spl^ ezamples 
of masons work in very hard stone, which rctaiu in clear-;ut 
edges even co-day. Tlte carving of the omamenation, which ii 
restfijned, without exuberance or overcharging, is equally 
peose; on each 6ca of the ipire there are eight mangles of 
ic^iwe, which dioaniih in rize at they ucervj, one behiad the 
other, in the form oft window, with herman figurci round It. 

The tenth century to Kuech wa* a period of admnble 
wthltecniraJ achkvemenc; Lakho Pukii mw have been a 
great patron of builders ud arebiteeti. It Is unlikely that he hod 
any eJete eonneeum with all of the tempto and forts which 
aw popularly asaociated with his name; for thfot^h die mist 
of am hit fome has grown until he hu become a kind of 
lymbol of everything which is ipleadid and old to the emm*- 
tloa ofthe Kutchi people. But enough nirviva in Km. and in 
Padhargedh, the dn of Ukho’a neph ew and successor, 
Punvro, to illusBtte the extraordinary mastery over hard stone 
which the masons of Kateh had eehi^ at this time. Some of 
these stones ate ten feet long; and to Padharpdh ate used 
exactly like roof beams, being iisppotced on solid monelhhlc 
^lars, eamd. onumoitcd capitals and all. obi of stogie 
blocks. No doubt the general ihonage of large ilmbn, suiable 
for building work, lies at the row of this remarkable employ¬ 
ment of stone to take the place of wooden beams; but the 
degree of ikHI displayed by these early Kuechi arcluteea and 
buildus exdtee adnuxarton even a thousand years afeer their 
time. 

The 'memorized hireory* of Kutch gives no clue to the length 
of tune which Lakho Fulani ipent at Ken. and some of the 
work on the sorviving temple and spire may have been com¬ 
pleted after his death. But Kera seems to have been his capital 
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until A£ 979, ibe y«ai in whicK he set forth on the grntac of 
hii many opetacoos againsc Mularaja of Aiuhikpauka. 

MuW^a, terudout and ambirioctg, ep«nt 9 long life (h« died 
about AD 99j) in enending hii eeniconei or in repelling in* 
VMioju: Aod he )iad a good deal of difficulty in enforcing hu 
sopremacy over die Kathiavp^ princu nearer home. Among 
chcae with whom he quurelkd was Graharipu, 'enemy of (he 
nlinei* aa hia fba called him. who belonged to ehe ChixUiama 
king* of (he Junagadh region. Thii had been the seat of a minor 
Chalukya dynatey uqqI in ad 8?j (about a ceatiiry before 
Laicho AJam*i deaeh) w]ien thcK Chalukyaa were expelled 

S Ra ChudA, who bdonged to the widelyscaeterad. origin- 
y nomadic, Abhina, already ranking aa a repouble R^put 
Clan. The Chudaiamai had their capital at Wantliali, nmr 
Juragadh: and they teem to have maineamed fhendlier rela- 
tioDi with ebe wild tabu, lueh aa the Bhili and KolU, than 
neighbouring R^puc chieftain! coandered proper. Graharipu. 
the rbgomg Chudauna, made himaelf obiiozioua by hii 
unorthodox wayi; he wei aceuied of eating beef and drinking 
ipciieii of peraeeiiting pUnima on char way co the ased shrine 
ofSoRuuch by meini ofthe OMcooru which hia wild fbllowm 
levied upon them; and of hundng deer, on the Gi( hilla, even 
in pieces whoee secred characeer might be expeeeed to afierd 
sanctuary to every form of life. These Accuaaciena may have 
been propaganda put out by Mularaja eo jued^ his anek upon 
the Lord of Waniali, who, even if \s were a mlechcha 
(heretic) wai also a renowned warrior, with a icrong forttew 
at Junagadb; and, no doubt, fram the point of view ofhis over- 
lo^, a recalcitrant vassal. But they proved efiectivein bringing 
CO Mularaja’s assiitance a kind of crusading force, which 
included a Radior ponce fiom Marwar, a Punar ruler ftom 
Abu. and a nja ftom Beoarci. According to the Gujarat 
chrooicles, Mular^a'i cousiai, the sow ofhis oncles BiJ Solanki 
and Dandak Solatilri, would not join in the campaign; 
Orahaupu was feared even in AnaJulapaoka because of his 
skill in fighting over hu hilly, forest country, and because of 
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his masKry of the sea which ftaokcrf ha ^minions. Biu the 
mein objeoion to urackin; him seeou co have been his close 
eUunce wick Lekho Fuluii, 'great Raja, and uncm^ocred by 
any* aa the Oujanti duoniclen put tr, 'who is as inieparaUc 
from GnWipo as if they were sons of the same motlier'. 

How this doK friend^p berween Ukho Cuiaoi and cKc 
lord of Wa&thali ortgmaced. we do not know. Wandering 
bands of Abbirai settled in Eorch in very eariy limn—indeed 
they are idll to be found, a considerable element of the popular 
tioR, u ecafismen and husbandmen, oads th^ir nw^em 
appelUdon of Ahirs. WliechetLakho Pukni made the acauaiiw 
once of Gtahahpu through Abhira clitumen in Kdt^t or 
wheilw the two nSQ came in contact during the yean when 
Lekho was learning warfare snd itarecrafc u a young man fat 
Anahilapenka, no one knows, Whsit Is deer k iharthe news of 
Muiar^a’s projected atnek on Graharipu brought Ukho 
Puiani aeroH the sea in fidl force to help his &iend. lekho had 
been told by his uBologeri (hu if hi went, he would never 
ronisn; but the old warhor—he wu now fifcy«iinc^'cned 
shame upon young nwn who had suU their 6ine ro win, nying 
that the days of his Ufa were numbered, and why should he 
care for their spent' 

Eainiry towards Mularaja uid &iendship with Grabaripu 
would no doiibe have drawu tokho into clie ijuarrel in any 
case; but there are some indieetions that more chan purely 
personal considecatlons Uiflucncad him. Gujarati sources show 
that he brought wieh him not only his own worriori from 
Kutch, but also a powerful conthigent under the commaad of 
*the Sindhu Raja, wliosc kingdooi u mi the banks of the 
ocean*. This looks very modi aa if Lakfao had moblUaed the 
resources of his Samma kinsfolk in Sind in a supreme offiort to 
throwoffAnhilwadasuurainty Bomeaicrm Koichand co secure 
che whole island for hii own branch of the Sammas. However 
(his may be, battle was Joined between the amies at Aikot *on 
the baolcs of the Junbunoli riva’. where, after a bmer contest, 
Graharipu was stricken from hh elephant and tikai pruooer. 
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His (bllowns ded in coofimon; but Lakho, of scouccr nieu!» 
boi£y advanced, sought a parley', and demanded pemusuon 
Ed nmom his friend. refused the propo^. Lakho. 

either because he resenced this coiunveodon of the usual 
cooreecies of IWput waifrve, or because Jucred of his enemy 
got the becwr eildm, fell upon MoUraja siagJ^handed. But the 
old man was no longer the mighiy warrior be bad been m ehe 
heyday of hii strength. His dei^ace veniure &il«d, and before 
Jong he lay dead on the field, htore than one prince claimed the 
credit for slaying the meet renowned warrior of hit epoch. 
Gojsraii chrotudns say that he was slain by Mular^a’i own 
spar. Bat Marwar iniuts that n wu the Rarhor, R^a Siyeji, 
who killed Ukho. *Aga shall wesir away/ the Marwar Bards 
sang, 'but chj tile ih:^ rurvive^ It may well be, indeed, thae 
both MdarM, and some of the other pcincei who must have 
Joined him tor Ehe parley, had a hand in the death of Lakho. 
Certainly two pa^/yer (memoruk ereeeed cn the field of battle 
to cemmemocate the prowcis of a frlJea warrior) tvere set up 
ferLakhe acAtkot, andweretobesaen as reecDclyai the middle 
of the Ur eeneury, At some earlier period, the data of Lakhob 
death (SamTit lojS-^ PTMo) seems to have Jegibla 
on one of them; but in jjyj, when Dalpacram Pnnjivan 
Rhskhar made inguiries in couiectiett with his arehaeological 
survey of Xuteh, he was infotmed tbar no inscripuen could be 
traced. 

Whac happened w Ctaharipuh Kusthi and Siadhi allUa afser 
hk capture, and after the death of Lakho can only be eon- 
jeetured; prounubly they recreeted by sea to their own 
poeasssona. MuUraJa's victory not only assured tbe vasuUge of 
WantJvali, but also confirmed tbe supremacy of Anahilapataka 
over Wagad. In this connecoon it is no doubt sigiiifreani chat 
Puftvto, Lakho Polani's nephew and acfaiowJedged heir, found 
it expedion to move his capital from Keta, and to build anew 
itrong^ld for himself ac Padhargadb, which is seveDteen miles 
west of Bhuj and a good deal further avray from Wagad than 
Ukhos beadquaicen. The buildup which survive—the 
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rrmAuw of two pakccs, a mint, a temple—though greatly 
decayed, roemUe K«ra in thw general aryle; and may croi 
have been the Mwk of the tame crafbmen to the daiga of the 
tune wchiEeeu. 

Jam Punvro lucceeded »(be throne witJiouc opponiion. Ho 
hat left t very evil repueaeiwi in Kuidi. He is said co have been 
notsUy cruel even in that harsh age: it a told of him that after 
Fadbargadh wu ftniahed, be cue off the hands of he chief 
arehicece eo pxevenc rhu greu artki ftom dorng aimikt week 
for wothex prmee. But he ji beat remembered ^ his conned 
don with one of the moet remarkable episoda recorded in 
Rupm hwory—(he wrival of those mysieriow people, the 
JaklW. whoK bnef and aagic incunaen into the a&in of 
Kuedt U insepar^y connected with (he deeds of Jam Punvro 
ud the destnsetien of Pidhargadh. 

The popular legends concerning thw evenn were fitsi 
GOliectea on the spot end wnttao down by Major Sv 
Alexander) Buruee in iM; copied with moor variatiooi by 
Mn Poetans (jtjp) and later wrieen and finally en^odid in 
the 'standard' account of Kuich {otherwise a generally reliable 
source) in Volume V of the CattHeer ef tht Bmkty PKdsbnty 
n tSSo. Briefly, the story runi at follows. 

Soon after Funvro lud completed Padhugadh, seven 
devotees named Ikukhit, or Sanglian, came to the 

ndghbouritood of Bytandum, and settled down neuby n 
worship cheu god Jekh, Their rcpuution for holiness, aod 
perticii^rly thek povrer ef conferring the blcsalngs of an heir 
upon childless couples, eo the aotice of Punvro's qoeea, 
had no son. At this pobit diere are different accounts. One 
account sutes that the Rukhji offended the Queen by creatmg 
her like an ordinary women without regard tg her rarikr so that 
she became annoyed and. out of ipite, mated Punvro to 
malcreat the Rukhia. Another secotut has it that she enrolled 
herself among thclc devoiea; consoucred an uodergrouad 
pa&sage by >iidudi dtey could viat her; and arranged to perform 
the nec&aauy sacrifices; wdiile Puqvto. in accordance with his 
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duncter, pui rte woac coasDkicDon on her cooduo. Both 
accounts agtee dut Kc arreiisd the RuUiis anJ compelled diem 
10 (read out grain on a chreihiug floor whkb had been pleno- 
fljlly sprinkled with iha.ep^inted iron aIcKrim. One Ruklii 
wha released by a kind-liearTcd barber namec^ Bambra, who 
rook hit pUce, hasteoed w the top of a hill called Lalduita, and 
called to hu godjakb fot help, Jakh, with levency^Mie brothen 
and a 8ucer» came from Bytanuuu eo Kucch, when the weight 
of eheir combineci wnnitlcs flattened the top of hill after hill, 
undJ at last they had ro build a hill for thenuelvea, by aking 
itonet out of chdr uddle bags, near Padhargadh. Tiila hill they 
made eheir reaeing place, calling u Kakabit They ordered 
Punvro to Kt the cawve Ruldua &ee» and when he refuaed. 
fited arrowi at bim—bat with no aueceia bccauae of die power- 
fbl amulet whieh bo wore. Tlien Sairi, the liner, changed her- 
lelfineo • nunqulw, and bse Punvro, who took oiF the amulet 
CO relieve hlfcuelf of the irritarlon by bathing, ‘Ihe yeungot 
Jakh, Xakar, then fired an arrow agunit tiro comer of the 
palace where (he royal bath wai iltuared. le that a great atone 
fell OB Punvro, and iinured him ao badly that be diaj in forty 
day*. Thejakhi euned Padhargadh, lo chat it became ruined 
and deiert^, 

Thii itory ii leill cold among dw Kuidii people (o^y. Along 
with It ehm is a il^tly mere lophiitieatad vmlon, which 
teUts how the Senghw, oppraiaed by Punvro, sought die aid 
of whit»4]unned, hone<iding fbteigneri fiom Ceacrel Alia, 
who slonned Padhargadh and killed Punvro. 

fcch vetdoni end the leine way. The Jakhi became demi¬ 
gods; imaga of the wvewy-cwo men and one woman, 
mounted on hones, ere worshipped »this day mXatch. Many 
scones are still told of dieit power. One ludi <»ry relates due 
^0 Doalji (xyid-tyjr) once asked whae proof dure was that 
the Jakba were words worshipping. The Royal Bard of the 
Haniirji by name, oftred to provide wch a proof; and 
related how, when he was ading one night from Bhuj to 
Mandvi. he came upon a hi^ camp of nrange men, none of 
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whoa he recogaited. SomeoM jhotivd » him ‘H«lloa, Barf, 
come ml’ He enread the camp, was well entenaaeih bu 
could Tad no doe u (o who hia bom be. Afw dimng, 
hewenccosleepina cent awbich he fud been dkeceed. When 
he woke up next momag, he was lying on the bare ground- 
no csmp, no lent, no hoflca—with his hmcediercd to a me a 
the open. As he removed the bone’s blanket to uddle-up, he 

saw a paper on which were inambed the nacnu of che screvy- 
threejal^, 

Rao Dealji was so fat from bong ccovinced by thu itory, 
diw ha etkicoed the Bard’s creduli^; and Humrji, thinking 
hishenoor lost, decided to commie suicide. But as he wu about 
to &U OB the point of hil sword, his hand was held and he was 
commanded to desist by a Jakh, wlio told him that if Rao 
Decalp follow a certain proceduce, convincing proof of the 
enieenca of the Jakhs would be fortheomint. The Rao. 
accordingly, with an incense-bunsar in Ks hond. the palace 
in company with his lardars and ofHcers, and came to an open 
iNce near one of the nurket squares. Suddenly from Wven 
^ seventyshneJakhs aepeared) flying on their celeebal honai 
round the open space in full view uf tlu Rao and Ui court. To 
eommemeraia the event, Rao Desalji built a temple in the 
place, hcBcefortb called jakh^i he and his suceeaion observed 
theaiudvcnary by going to m temple each year to worship. 

Apart <Torn chil tale, whidi is recounted even to-day, the 
ordinary people of Kitrch still frtnly believe the legend of the 
origin of the Jakhs which has been siuumahwd on an euliet 
page. So seriously is it taken that a numbo of Bridih, and even 
of Indw), wnten have set themselves to esttracc whatever solid 
basis of historial fact may undetlie this mixture of credulity 
and folk 4 ere, and coold ihm serve ro account for the unique 
Jakh temples, with their curious equestrian image, wl^ 
Kotch alone possesses. The Jakhs have been ceneadvely idend- 
hed with the Yakshaa, the supemaiural honemen of Hindu and 
Buddhist wndngi, with Greeks, with Romans, with Sakas, 
with White Huns. Yet in fbo there exisB bi the 'ruonorued 
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hbcocy'. pass«d <iovm througb masy gcsioaooiu of the Roysl 
Bards of the Jad^i dynatfy, a perieecly eonasnnr and incelli* 
gtble veraon of the Jahh adair, whkh. fo &r u the piBent 
wntee ioiows, is here written down for the fcnc tune. 

The preaem Royal Bard, now pensioned of and the last of 
his line, receh/ed from his predeceason this accouot. >^iich he 
repeals in enedy the same majmer, wrthoue any varuitioa in 
language or decaJ, as often as he u asked to do so. 

Eaily in the reign of PimvTO, dtere arrived os ihe ihores of 
Kucch scveney-rwo msa and one woman. They bad been 
dupwreched and they landed on rafts at the anehonge of 
Jakhao. the name of which still pteservei thair style or dtle of 
Jakha Tlscy wete tall and of &ir eomplekion. blue or grey- 
eyed. ipeakini no language which even the widely-craveU^ 
KukU longshoremen (who muse have been Rcniliar with 
Arabic and Swahili) could undencand and they commiaieatad 
by ligns undl dicy loamed the KiskU speech, (t wm thought 
they one from somewhere neu fiyuntium. Tbty stayed at 
Jikhao for tome time, where there are still many seaniei in t hflr 
hcaiour. and then broke up into parties of twoe and tlirees and 
cnvelled through the eountcyhde. They were ibiled in medi- 
ciae and b ocher useful ara and shcy pve instruction in t bf 
to the villagers whom they met. They became welMilced and 
were presented with horm so chat ehey could travel ebout 
more easily. 

Theit aedvlciei, and jocularly dieir popularity, brought 
them to (he unfevouraUe nonce of Funvro, who anesicd a 
parry of them who were working nmr Padhargadh. The other 
jakhs then gathered round Padhargadb and b^ed Puovro to 
release their colleagues. Whea he refused, they esublisked 
diemsclves on the nearby hill of Kokabit. and kept a careful 
watch m the King. One day, when he was badibig. they cast 
amisiile fromapowerfideDgioewhieh ehey had construction 
top of KakabiE. This missile struck a comer of the palace, and 
brought down some of the great roof stones on the h^ of 
Punvro. He was so badly injured (hat after Imgcring for forry 
i4 
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cUy^ he died. His widow, in reveaige, had all (hejakb* hunted 
jown uid murdered. The people, appalled ac the muiacie, 
remembered their ^ood deeds, and reyered them as aincs, 
setting up cempla to them in many pares of Kutch. 

T tiw eempla soil ease; each is see on the cop ofahid. which 
muss be ascended by fl^tsof steps. There is at the higheaekvel 
an open s(]cuie encloioce, oe courtyard, along one side of which 
are amng^ sevenry^hree et^ueichan images. A light, gennally 
in an enclosed lanrem, bums night and day bat hartgs on a pott, 
andunetiecacihe&etof iheinuge, like thevotive lamps k a 
Hindu temple. These images are replaced, as they become 
weathered; a eempariaon between the new and the oldsc dii> 
carded examples {whuh are reverently Rored not far awey 
from the more modem examples) reveals not the sUgheesc 
change in scylc, which appesn to be traditional. The riders 
carry no arms {such as mi^ be asiociaced with supenueunl 
warriors) but bear boxes and sttolb, aa chough ^ were 
chapmen or tniveUlng doccori. An annual (air ^ pilgrim^ 
u held near cUeae temples. 

Wlte can (kcie people have bear The Royal Bard knows all 
chek names, wltiu have been handed down m him by his 
predecesKn; but thoee names ere so shaped by the Xuttht 
dialecc chat there is lietk due M eheir origli^ proveruncc. The 
nsmeof Seiri. the wonun, and ofKakac, ooor as in the popular 
form of the Jakh legend. That the JaJths eame fooai some eoua- 
try west of India seema certain. They mey have constcuceedand 
some form of slege-agB^perhapi a balluta or 

mangonel, which could easily thiw a rock or rron^ipped 
beam on Padhaegadb Bom the elevation of Kakabii. This 
ugues some acqaahuauce with cendxe&tury western warfare. 
Posiibly they were adventurous membas of the Varangian 
Guard, whidi the Greek Bmpoors of Byzantium were accus* 
eomed to recruit &am the Vikang vill^es. But It la difficult to 
suppose that sudi fierce wartion would blow much of medi¬ 
cine, or, indeed, would devote themselves to public mstruedon: 
diey would have been more likely to look for plunder. On the 
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Other hand, Zaroanruiu &om the nortbem parts of Iran, who, 
during (be whole of diis period, were etnigraring co India in 
March of the religioiB (oleraefon which blamk persecucoie 
denied them m dieir own coimtiy, would certainly rcrike (he 
Kocchis as &ir in complemon. T^rir peaeefiil Duli(ions and 
skiO ia the aru would favour (he Idod of behaviour which the 
Kiuchia auooate with (heir memory, v^iile dteie high level of 
education and learning coold provide at least one member of 
the band with a biowledge, se least is theory, of the kind of 
siego«igiiu which could he coQicraceed 4om materials 
leather, iroB aod wood—•vailable in Kutch ar the rime. The 
preeence of fire in their ccmplei mey be another indieaQen of 
(hear possible Iranian origin. It should be added that the Panis 
of fiomhey have a traditien that some of the ships bringing 
their ancators from the coast of Iran (o the cowt of India, went 
astray and were hard of no more. In the absence of conclusive 
evidence, certtlnry is impossible; but a hypothetial aasodaeion 
oftfaejakhi with the seria oflong^ontinued migrations which 
eieabbshed the Parti commuity on Indian soil doa no( seen 
unteaonable. 

However (his may be, thejakbs cerrainly brought death re 
Punvra, and along with this event came the &ilure of the first 
eAbrt of (he Samma R^puo &om Sind to secure control over 
Kutch. But if the ratioiieJ explanation of the 6ue of Punvre is 
correct, hew was PadhargedJi destroyed i '^le ourie whkh to 
this day hanp over it in popular esdnution may easily be 
eomiected wub the cndiciacu of Jekh ‘marcyrdon’. Sue these 
by thenuelvB could not produce the chaos into whkh the city 
has &Uen: a condition to which the older city of Xen, in spite 
ofdestrocQon wrought by paQage ofvemes. seismieihoefci, and 
In^^ontinued neglect, provides no peraJlel. But here again 
die Bardic tradition comet to (he rcacoe. It is ^d that afiet 
PoavTOs death without an heir, Padhargsdh was 8(anncd, 
ladied and destroyed by a Rajput knight-enan or soldier of 
fortune, Ahivanr^ Chavde, grandeon of Saniani Sii^b, the 
last Chavda ruler of AnihiUpetaks, whose dynasty had been 
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»ubvene<l by Mujanjt SolankL Aitec the ruio o£ che CiuvdA 
dyii£8ry» Ahivuiraj is said CO have been expelled from Anliil- 
u^a and u> have lived as u outlaw fot soma dme in Euccl^^ 
10 ofcen, at this period, che refuge of iUjpui duefcilfii whose 
famines had swered in fighdnf oo the mainland. Bemg a 
mighty wamor. be retrieved Kk poaicaon by eatabUshing him* 
self as a roler at Morgad, C0Q(h*weie of wboe che oame 
of hh lii>e is perhaps commemoraTed m Chavadfco Lake 
searhy, for ao craee of his oipical survives. Padha^adh muse 
have been an uncomibctable neighbour to Um and so doubc 
he was glad to take the opportunity of che cenfuiion follewing 
PuBVios death co destroy it once for all and to break the 

E wer of the Sanunas in Kiirch. He is said » have built up a 
mintoB extending over rnete than a hundred villages. Thw 
b a nadioon rlur in hb operations agauut the Sammas he eon- 
ndered himaslf che lieutenant of Mular^a, who would naturally 
do hb beet to eniuce that no Samma prince in Kutch grew 

E ewerful enough to eniolate the explolu, and to condnue the 
oidhcy CO the Solankis, which W discinguidud Lakho 
^iloni. Bur it aaenu imponibte to believe that Ahivanr^ had 
much kindnsH foe the man who had ilain Iw grand&ther and 
had driven him into exile: and whatever nominal allsgiaoce he 
may have thought it politic co proleii to the kingdom of 
Anhihvada, his main concern was undoubtedly co build tw an 
independent principalicy in Kutch with the help of chose of his 
Cbavda kini^ who 1^ survived the ateacb of the Sammas. 

b this he was so successful that Samma rule disappeared 
entirely for a period of about i je yeen in central and wstem 
Kutch; white in Butem Rutdi the auihonty of the Sdauki 
dynasty of AnahiJapetaka seems to have eeetmued. Gujanc- 
Saurashna had thus won the fine long round agasnst Smd for 
the posaeasioa of Kutch and wv co enjoy die ftuits of Us 
vKToty fot more than • cenuiry, during which the Anhilwada 
rolen made giants to loyal followers of villags in Kutch, This 
hiatus in Samma rule has greatly pusled some srudeota of 
KuKh history; in popular psrlauM it is accounerd for by the 
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USompdon disc Lakho Pulam must have Hyed (be oDc hundred 
and weney-f^ y«an. Briush wriiejs on Kucch, imable 
to accept Uus (in Kutchi eyei} reasonable expkaacion—end 
(iuduc confined beeween dw lespecdve eras ofLakho Ghararo» 
Lakho (Hilani end 'Lekhie'-^iave been led to essumc 

chat die se c ond (and finalj period of Samma riile» and the 
emsgoace of diejadeja dynascy, musE have followed directly 
upon die death ofPiinvro^ wbicb they accordingly place many 
deeada afEsr its actual oceuirenee. But the Bardic 'unwritten 
history’ u quite clear chat over a ceociiry of Chavda and 
Solaokinile intervened beeween rhe fitst and the second ^oehs 
of Samma power in die island; and chat the third lakho, who 
was not of the line of Mod and Manai, bus of Unnad» the haJ^ 
brocbetvdum Maoalhad murdered in Sind, did not arrive in 
Kuteh uneil ad 1147. 

OfehehisceryofKdGch baeween about ad pBj wliiehis the 
approsdmace date of the end of che short reign of the iU-icarred 
and detartsd Fuovro. and as 1147. when a freeh influx of 
phnedv advencureri reached the isUod from che inciene Semma 
rulli^ house in Sind, elmose nothin^ li knovm. Buc no doubt 
echoee reached it of the final break up of Pradhara rule in 
nordutn India; of che confusion which Mowed and of che 
devaicaring defeats infiicced upon gallanc but dieuniced Rajpuc 
kuigi who sou^c to resist the incursions of Mahmul of 
< 3 huni (ao ppy-jojo). This formidable fieebootec (and from 
the HinM point of view he was little better) came very close to 
Kuteh wha he conducted chc last and most iniameui of hia 
cfiaeurc^wiQng raids in lOaj. Hia objective was the Amous 
temple of Semnarh. which was inside the dominions of Aa* 
hilwada. Ac the time, the lord of Anahilapataha was Bhuna I, 
great-greai>grandson of MuUrajA Like Mularaja before Kim, 
Bhisia fbuEKl tefi^ In Kuteh, kaving hs capital, and the 
celebrated ihrine ofSonmath, at the mercy of his (be. Probably 
he wme to Kaoihkoc, still die main nro^hold of Acbilwada 
in Wegad. He has been blamed by Indian historiani for tbk 
acdott, but Gujarad sources make clear ebat be was la &ct a 
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m^kry wanior. a worchy (descendant of Molanja. Aj st^on a 
ikeMuslifncaitdenbe^ineoredfe, herctumedfrornKutekand 
acucked «>»■«" £UrceIy» not only regauung audiocicy in 
Anakikpataka, bat uUkcEmg seren loK on Mahmod of Ghasoi 
One of the myiceha of tkii campaign k wky Makmud, wko 
Mtomed to Ghasiuby way ofMulean, decided to ake eke long 
and dangerous way back by land, througk the Rajpauina 
duere. le most aurdy have leemed much ilmpler ro go by la 
ro Skd. where k« had istfabUshiNd kis auchoruy, i/W diiplacmg 
(he Mualun Governor who soil owed uominal allegiance to (he 
Caliphate, at &r back u 10!0. SKtpa were eeiQiidy not lacking 
on the eoani of Souradura: many of the men who manned ikem 
were MuiHmi. It ii powble that the leapewer of the Hmdu 
kinga of Kachiavmd wai ecreng enough to make any return by 
sea periloui. But about tbu timo con^rable idaoie chauMi 
were taking place, which diverted the eoune of ike river Indui 
far to the weat, and aeemi gradttally to have tailed the level of 
du Rann ao that navigation on the nonham ihorei of Kwch 
became difieult. li for thii reason, Mahmud had to eontenw 
plate either a voyage aerois tbe dangeroia Arabian Sea to the 
mouth of the river Indus, ot a periloui march aciOH the niaribei 
of 6e Ronn, in vducK more tiun one army crying to reach Kutch 
from the ust wai later to perish miserably, he was probably 
prudent to cbooK to reenmuofig eke weary and dangerom land 
route, rather westward of that by which he bd originally 
reached Somaatb. 
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THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OB THE JADEJAS 


Th& ntabliihmtnc of i new Mmlim power in Sind doa noi 
K«m (0 here aiTccecd greuly the perieion of (he Senune 
Rajputi: indeed ^ rule m up by Mehmud o£ Gheau fell into 
define. Before long, the Rijput Princai tome Hindu ond 
i«ne Muilim, reiun^ ehetr independence, and about A9 lo 
I new dynony, the Sumne. let up (heir hagdetn in (he eoReni 
delta of Lower Sind. Thir kingdom remained iutonomoui for 
more than a een(ury, tmtil Mohammed Ghori, whote dyaury 
hid annexed Ghaani and had inherited Mohmud^t ambirioni, 
conquered Sind about as I I 71 * 7 d. He eemolidaeed hii author* 
icy in char province, and wd ica tewurcei re further ha eon* 
queita in northern India, ftom (Hit dme oowudi, Upper Sind 
a reckoned a pate of the Sultanate of Delhi. Xubocha. hia 
deputy, alio held Sind for Kutb>ud-din, (he first of (he Sbre 
Kings of Delhii but after Kurb'W^’i death. Kuhecha r^ 
Tolled and tried to aet op an mdepotdeni kingdom. He wai 
defeated and overthrown by Sultan Aliamah. The Bajpuc 
dytusdes of Lower Sind remained undisturbed for some dme, 
iJthough they doubtless paidmbute to the Impetiol Governors 
at Molon. Rinher lo the east, in Gujarat, the Muslim advance 
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mee ^th Iw S9cceai» beaog repulsed oioce dun once bf the 
forces a£ Anlulw»da. In spite of tlus ckeA, die gradual coogdnt 
ofindia by (be forces of IsUm proceeded remorsdeaily, and was 
Wore long lo ejrert an oTcnnasrenag InAuence upon (he 
fortunes of Gujarat, Saiinikrta^ Sind and KutcK 
Tlieee ue tradtooni of bed blood beeween (he Sunra and 
the Samma Rajpua, and of some penecuoon of the lener by 
the former In the dme of their power. The ehange in the course 
of die River Indus seems also go Have aflected adocrsely Samma 
jnrerescs; and these new faerori may hiTe directed (he attention 
of (he Sanunai once again to Ku(ch» wheieas carliei genemion 
of their House had achieved lueh itrikhig. if temporary lueeeei. 
Some time before the middle of the rweifch eenniry, a Samma 
prince beanag the honoured name of Ukho ani descended 
the old hAe of Unnad. decided to seek his fortune acrois 
the Ronn. This Lekho had been adopted in infancy by i child* 
less Samma ehiefiam named Jada: he accordingly adopted (he 
sryle *Jadga’ or 'of Jada'. The immediats cause of kia decuion 
to emberk upon a new venture was (he blnh of a ion to Joda 
late In life, when Lakho had reidicd yeiA of dliercelon. He 
had no foture in Sbd. like Mod and Monii before him, but 
wuheut thdr burden of guilt, he collected a force of edven* 
totoui foUowen and arrivrain Kutch it AO tiA? accompsuued 
by a twin brother, Lekhiar. In the Uaditional history of Kutch, 
(he two knighu are often termed 'Lakh^Lakhisr', as though 
(hey were a ibglc person, to dfsdngtuih that era fWn those of 
the (WO older Lokhoe, Lekho Curate and Lakho Polani. Ii 
teems dear from the available eviddiee ihat some at leut of (be 
Samma Rajputs who accompanied the rwo princes to Kutch 
were Muslirru, They belonged (o the unorthodox Kaxmaduan 
—which was to prove a source of late trouble. 

Lakho and his clmmen can have encountered very little 
organked oppoaoon in wemm and central Koich. wheie 
Chavda power had decayed. After (he foshion of the rime, they 
built themselves anew capital, Lakhiarvira, about rweuy railee 
from the ruins of Padhargadh. This became the main seat of 
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duir power. But they w«r« caudous about cxieodiiig tbcir 
aeOTides into Wagad. where the authority of Ajiilwoda and the 
Solanb^Vaghebs still peraKed. There ia a ffithdon, bowsTer, 
that the great fort of Kaoihhar & 1 ] htto Lakho^s haadi be&re 
he died in ad ii7 J. Thu is pouiUe» the power of 

Anhilwada wu bong weakened about that dice by diipoted 
rucceano m and coedoued iifhdng with ndghboan; but the 
loas of Kacthket to the Sammaa eeemi more likely to have 
taken place a little later early in the thnteeiuh century, when 
Anahilapataka wu raided, tadted, and temporarily <>ifii p ied 
by Sultan Kutb«ud-<hs ofDelhi. In ipiie cfi^ croubla which 
overtook the kuigdom of Aolvlwa^, the Saauna rulen of 
Kuteh were not to bo rid of it eanly, lor it received a fresh 
of U£e later in the thirKench century from a new and vigorous 
dynasn of Vaghelai from Dholka, who seem to have reauerted 
the ol^ Solanki claim to overiordihip in Wagad, And when the 
long history of Anhilwada closed b blood and deiviicdon in 
1396 , Kuteh wai confronted by a new and even more formid- 
ahle heir to its precenMons->tu Muslim Sultanate of Delhi 
These devek^entSi however, were far in the future when 
Lakho died, leavng hit newly^quired dominieoi in Kuteh to 
ha heir R,ayadha&—known as 'n.ed* FUytdhan from the seatlec 
cloth which he waa accustomed to de round his turban in 
battle The Kueehi annals are silent about Rayodhan’i rdgo, 
coniennng themselves with theitaiement that he was a mighty 
warrior who enlarged the territories which he had kh^ted 
until they coveted meet of the country. This indeed is borne 
our by the details of the division of bis poauaioni among lui 
feu sons. But Rayadhan is generally temembered in Kb 
country for hs aasocaacioos with the femous toiac Gharibnath, 
adopted ton and duciple of the even mon eminent Dhatam* 
naih. and with the grew oionasdc feundation of Dhinodhar, 
modier-house of the Kanphata udec. It appears that Rayadhan 
Kia^t to enlist the ghostly powers of Gharibeath in support 
ofhb effects to subdue somejat tribesmen who were giving him 
(tonble. Wbechcf these Jats had come to Kuteh before Lakho 
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ind lud miffed u ibfy were now resuctcig bis 
soa, can only be conjeccved, bucie scenu likely chat ckey were 
Muslim Jaca from Sind, cooverts to from die time of eSe 
ralijikt, because they showed no respect foe the sacred person 
of Ghanboadi and allowed (belt children to pelt him with 
mango^tonei aahe was pncQsing hfr auscendes. The saint had 
thus his own reasons disliking these Jars, and threw his 
behind Kayadhan, who sucessfuUy subdued thetn. 
This event U commemoraced ui a Kocchi eoupiec which 
records how: 'Grave Gharibnach Spake wuh hii lips, and ex¬ 
pelled clu creaelierous Ja(s» giving dominion to Rnyadban’, As 
a result, Ikayadhan made gifra of Isnd to the Dhinodliar 
monastery—Ahe Mrlieic of wludi the Kaaphan commuiury 
has any record. 

The frme of Ghwibuth and his guru Dharamnach is wid> 
spread m Kuech, noe only as muaae-working saints, but also 
H fbuaden of ehc Kanphau (oc ilie-aared} order. According co 
the legends told of them, Oluracnnath, already fr moui in liwia, 
came to Kutelmietrehofaiedoded place where he could pra^ 
else kii austecuici. He decided to enake hv home under a tree 
near Raipur, which ia on the borders of Mandvi creek. This 
site, now occupied only by a hamlet, was at one tune a 
Houeuhing ciey. as its cuioa Medfy. Finds of Indo-Paithian ccIm 
give evidi^ of extensive seaborne trade, although it Is now 

2 frr from any tiAvigable water. At the bme whm Dharam- 
■trived, Raipur is said to have been ruled by a Chavda 
chieftain, from wliom, no doubt, the frmous ascetic expecesd 
the proper couitesiea Dharamnaeh b^an the twelve-year 
penance which he had set bimselfi and it v/ai the busineii ofhis 
diidple Ghacsbnath to see to hii wants. Out the people of Rai¬ 
pur were so lacku^ In respect for die soini that cliaribniih’s 
hopes of alms were disappcHiiied; and to support his master he 
was obliged to cot and sell firewood, the proceeds of this just 
sii£ch^ to puichase the gram needed to keep master and 
disdplc alive. One poor woman, alone in all the dry, took pity 
on then; and wrthout payment baked the grain into bread, 
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Adding ehspeltia &oai ha ovm sieve when the Tetewood' 
Btoaey nn ihorc. \C^en Dhmnuutii bed completed his 
pounce, he learned what had hsippened. uid in gmt wruh, 
aiter bidding die ehariiable woraan leave die cowil pio- 
nousced the iamouf curse Pattan lub dettan —'May all che 
wealthy be overtheown'. Thereupon Raipur became dei^ 
laeei iu buildings fell; and jea inhabicaatt removed ihexn- 
(dvet CO the ace which is now Mandvi. In contirmaeioQ of this 
story, Eocdus poinc oue che distance which the sea has r&> 
[reseed feom whae must once have baesi a Souruhing seaport, 
and add due, no doubt. Dhannuuub caused an earthquake eo 
descroy che dey and dry up the creek near Raipur. 

Nor is dus che only occurrence which connecn Dharamnach 
with some seismic dUeorbance. After shaking the dust oflUipur 
&om hii feet he sought anoiher taoeruary, and &imd it on the 
hill ofDhlnodhar, feem die cop of which the Rann can be seen. 
Ke began a nother ewdve-yeu poiaiice of an even more 
feemidabte kind, fi>r it involved standing on the crown of his 
head, which rested on a small conical stone, supported on a 
stone pladbrm. Sc great were che merits which he accumulated, 
that the gods dicn^vea begged him to dsalst; but he replied 
that if he did ae, che first spot on which his eyes fell would 
become barren. This difficulty was ov er co m e by direcciiig his 
gaae cowards die sea to the north of Dhinodhar, which thcra* 
upoQ dried up, leaving veueli and marine life hopelessly 
rtianded in che marshes which now form cert of die Rena. 
Shortly afterwards Dharanmadi descended the hill, built 
che monaseery below it, founded che order of Ranpham, and 
departed heavenwuds. 

Ihere ji undoubtedly a lubrcance of feet cuiderlying this 
legervd, for if, as appears, Dharanmatb reached Rurch during 
the period of revived Chavda rule, after che disappetrance of 
the firsc line of SaauDa princes feom Eera and Padhagadh, his 
K^oum there, assuming that he was a teal person, must have 
roin c i d cd with a period of marked sosmic activiry, which dried 
up the sea CO che oonh, led to the formation of che Rann, and 
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may well luTe had equally sranhng dfeca upon (he Ue of ibe 
land neai Mandvi Folk-memory would cvarurally asodate 
(hoe evefiB with ehe pnence of die uinr, and would aacribe 
(hem CO his influeoee—a common characceustk of the Inrth of 
a legend. Moreover, Gharibnath was certainly a historic figure, 
who can be dated reasonahly closely i uid at he became head of 
the Kanphans after Dharamnath'i death ot departure, it leems 
not unreasonable to regard (he latter u a historical persofugeof 
die cwelfrb century ao. The Kanphau traditics), however, puts 
die fbmdation of ehe mooucery moeh earlier, in as 644; while 
another venion of die leory, baaed upon a legend eeruieeted 
wiih Hunirji (as 147 a-] j04) pun Gharibrurh in the fifeecach 
eencory. &uf neither of thcae aKtiptlons sqnarea with ’ftaevt’ 
Rayadhan’i asioeiatien widi Ghanbnaeh, whldi has been 
related on an earlier page, or with that ruler's grant being the 
carlieie knovm endowment of tbe monastery, 

Monks from the monAStery still serve the small and simple 
temple on the summit of the kill, whete Dharamnatli is isid to 
have performed hli last and greieeae penasce. Tlio luecaaiion of 
royal grants which have bm bestowed upon the Kanphata 
ordet have provided the moiisutery uid^ with impreailve 
buddings, Ibrtdied agamit maraeden from Sind by a hi^i 
wall, which encloses cesnpleii dwelling houses, and the tomb 
of former Pitt, as the heads of the asEibliilimant are termed, 
The order is celibate, and newcomers are recruited either fnm 
orphans or &oni boys who enter the mon SMc^ from an early 
age as diacipies of periRular reoBlsa. The Pit of the day uiiully 
assocaaMa with himself two monks, from one of whom hb 
socccsaocu chosen when a vacancy occurs, [nfotmet times, the 
Pu was alvrays invated with his robe of honour by the Ruler 
of Rufcb but under the new regime, his siicceiiioA is merely 
recogoixed by the local authorities, The community lives 
nmply and is emteiuely diAhtabk, expending its income, wbdi 
is not inconsidetable, on feeding all couers. Great fires bum 
undet the eDormoui cooking-pots day and night: hospitality 
« never Rfused and at a fixed hour in the morning and again in 
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the evening, A beU is rung and a brocher calb ia SKoronan eo&ei» 
CO ali four poine o£ the eompaM^ cUi wayfi«ets an £ni food 
and ibelter within. Strangers of high caste are given oocooked 
food and ^eiliris for cooking ic for thenselve; ochm are fed 
m a private garden or in a la^e hall, according to th^ degree. 
Hie monks drese in ordinary Hindu iryle, with ocfare-eoloured 
eeac and waist-cloth; the Pir wears a ailk ruiban to denote his 
rank; and an ochre>co]oured scarf, wich a ihawl and on bs feee 
are vroodcQ pwcena. The omamenca which he wars on 
ceremonial occoaiona are of gold, and very andene, as la the 
rhineeeroa-hcni whinle which hangs from hit neck. All the 
monki, meludtag the Pir, have their uri pierced (wfaeaM the 
name of the ord«) foe enormous horn, glaai oc agate earrings, 
which dinorc their ear4obe8 grotesquely. They are greatly 
reapeeted for their chartry and limpliarv of life; and the Pjr n 
much revered far ouidde the watb oi his moiuucery. Their 
eaiatcs are now managed for (bent by the Government, and 
they are evpecesd to work to a regular budget; otherwiie (heir 
traditioival vray of life haa been allowed eo continue unaltered, 
and there is no loterfercnce with their charitiea. which are much 
upreoaied in tbeir isnaseduca locality ai well as hy ttavellen. 
They pride themaelves oa following In the fMaiepe of 
Dheremnath, their founder, and of hli loccrtwr, Gharibiuch, 
who, they uy, eon&tred dominion over Kutch upon *Raean' 
Rayadhan. 

After the death of Rayadhan. p l aced by tradition in afi tJl j, 
his territorial were divided between ble four seni. Dadsr, the 
eldest, was given Xenthkot and the surrounding territory in 
Wegad, whJe Otha. the second son, who seems to have been 
hit father's favourite, remained nilmg in Ukhiarvira. Gajaii 
was given Bira, near Tern m the west of Kucch; while upon 
the fourth pnnee. Hotha, who was by a diffetent mother, was 
bestowed especial fief of cwelvB villages near Punari. There waa. 
It seems, a good deal of biaet feeling over this divuioD. and 
paniailarly ovw the preference shown to Otha. Kiitcb 
tradition ascribes tbe bad relations, which persiseed fbi many 
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yc«n, between (be stocks of Odu and Cajaa (o ihe lattets 
indigaatioo at Dadar bring passed over for die pcasession of (be 
^mDy eapial. As time wenc on, (he Hue of Odu began (o 
cofuider itself the senior braDck, and enruferred ie capiial 
eastwards to Ajapor, nortb^e ofBbuJ, ptocecced by the strong 
of Habei. Tiae Roya] Buds of ihejadejas Kence£)r* 
ward eoncenente upon Odu s descendants, from wham the 
Ruling House ofKtueli u descended; nrher to the neglectefthe 
lines of Gtjan and Dadar. Su( from cine to dme, ns we shall 
see, the enmities beeweec the three main branches of lUyart 
hut’s deseesdanu net io&equouly aaiuned proportioev that 
oblige the Bards to uke considerable notice of the dcdngsofche 
posrerify of Otha's brothen. All the three branches—Hoihc'i 
dseendanu seen to have been lets prominott—gave birrh to 
steer warrion, who sustained the family feud with a vigour 
which luggetil that dan-warfare in Eizreh wss as bitter as any- 
thi>^ (hat the Highlands of Scotland have known; bdeed mu^ 
of Kutehi history b rha durteenih, fourtesth an^ hfreenth 
eentury finds a close parallel in the miarder, j^ge and arson 
t^iich marked the struggle between the MeLo^ and the 
MacDonalds for the posaeeaion of Skye. 

The seitnuo disturbances which, lomevdiare In the eleventh 
or twelfth ceacusles, converted the onooavigable waters to the 
north and ease of Kuteb into the difficult and traaeheteus 
Rann, inuodueed a wiod ofnlative isoktwn Into the history of 
the country. Ineteu of being, as it were, aland-bndge between 
Sbd on the west and north and Gujarat and Sautashtra from 
the north-east and can, it became r^tively cut off ftom bodi 
becaoBC it was difficult of acccia. To it esune refugees b large 
Jiumben ftom both sides; but it was not counted rich moogh 
to tempt a great conqueror to occupy it penaanendy. 'A'hei 
the anooti kingdom of Aohilwada yoi destroyed by tbe gen¬ 
erals of Ala-iid-din Khilji in laskB, Gt^aiat beome a provuce 
of the Sultanate of Delhi unda an Imperial Gover^, It is 
certain that Rutcb must have paid tribute, oi at any rare must 
have made sobmisaion to the succeaon of (he old overlords; 
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but ii k aIu clear chae Delhi exerdsed no dfecnve aotbority lo 
tbu remote and spamly inJubieed porttoo of iu domizuoiu. 
Jadeja power tpmd steadily through die couotry. It was 
loody organized; and ihe vasiab o£ the three main Jadeja 
branch occupied podnom of virtual indepeideoce in t h^ 
sepataiehiU foro. Sui the clans could unite for ceminpurposa^ 
as when dieyjolned together early in the thirteenth century to 
drive out the Kathis» who thereupon migrated to die 1 ^"^ 
which bean their name. The Jedgas were left alone because 
Kutch was not an sittracdve location tn which to wageyiAetf, 
even if the Samma Rajpun had been far more bigoted ad¬ 
herents of die Hindu faith dun their hanotleal reputation in¬ 
dicates; but in fact, they were a tolerant nee, among whom 
Hladumn and Islam appeu to have been equally honoured. It 
was not diiSculc for thm to imoaeh orthodox Mudirru, such 
u the Im^ial Oflieiab. as fellow believen. for many of their 
customs had best strongly influeneed, in coune of centuries, 
by blaiTUC practice; it was just as easy for them to reverence and 
worship the family dedei, parliculwly the Goddess Ashapura, 
whose edc had grown up among the Sammas in days long prior 
to the birth of Islam; or to pay rererenee to (be Hindu sages and 
Moallm u 1 nn who honotra Kuteh with their presence. The 
upshot was that as Kutch interfered little with the mainland; 
protected Muslims and Hindus alike; oliered no vast prices in 
treaiotc so attract an invader; and act up no cfieubbom 
mdependoice to offeid the pride of nei^bouring potentatea, it 
wasWt a good deal alone. 

Contacts with the mainlaad were not. of course, cut oif 
altegeths, When Ala-ud-dm Kbilji^s forca broke the power of 
the Sumras m Sind caily in the foutceenth century and Greyed 
iheir capital, Tur, be seems to have act m motion another wave 
of Samnu and possibly of Sumra, emigrants from Sind to 
KuEch. who apparenily hed to avoid the disaubances. There is 
a Badidon in Kueeb that a pnnee named Abda, a great-grandson 
of Ga^ of the Bada Ime, ddeaied a body of Ak-ud-dm 
Khilji i troops who had been sent across from Sind to pursue 
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some tugitive princnsa of (he Sumia hoiiw, and socoaifjlly 
incued the ladles. Afnt the Siitui’s death, both Sind tud 
Gojarat revolted agamnDeUiimider cheu reepecave Goremon. 
and the Imperul authority was not reicored in eicha uaiil the 
time of Mohammed ibn Ti^hluh. lu Lower Sind, (he Saminis 
who hid not migneed co Kutch. ftt*d from Suam tyranny, 
tet up A kingdom of their own with its capital at Tata, and their 
ctueuaiu asiumed the ancient dtle of Tam, Tlut Sind branch of 
the Samnua aeem to have embraeeJ’ Islam mote eberougMy 
than the branch which hdd power in Kucch; but m both caici, 
the tradiooo of tolerance acemi to liave held good. Tliece were 
no 'wan of rolrgiOD* between Siad and Kutch Sammas; juK 
ai there were no Svan of religion' on Kuechi soil. The Suvd 
Sammas scon ro have found Kutch a convmsnt (efij|e whan 
thingi went wrong with them, as they threatened w do whci 
Mohammad ibn Ttighluk eareeed Sind in tj$i in punutt of 
Malik T^hi, who had luceeiirully thrown off Imperial utfaor' 
icy in Gujarat but had been defeated and was then a refuges in 
8lod. But (he Sulnn died oa the march co Tattai and the Im- 
perk] fbrea were so lavarely handled by tha Samma forcea 
iliac the danger pesied away, 

Ills next Sulcao. PiruB Shah Tugkluk. determined to avertge 
this event, and nwched ou Tatta with a powerful force of 
cavalry and elephants. He had provided hinuelf with boea for 
cceduetiAg operations in the waceti of the Indus delta; but his 
teamen were, it appean, no match fee die Stndhi and Rucebi 
marinoi. The Jam of Tana defended hinuelf so icaudy that 
the Sultan feuod the enterprias hopelaa. and dedded to retire 
to Gufarat—now again under £im Imperial control—to rtfic 
On tbe way, he seems to have wiihed to punish the Kimhi 
Sammaa, who had no doubt Joined with tbeirkinsmeom Sind 
to resut him. But in maichEDg accose the Rann, he encoun¬ 
tered frightful difficulties in the endleu manhy waters, and lost 
hinwclf so completely that India was without news of him for 
weeks, while his great army suffered so many easualues that it 
barely seruggled through. Although this wu the first recorded 
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ocoaicn cm which a large force had almose peruhed m (he 
Rann. it was by so means the Iasi: and the dugen and di/E- 
culbea preieneed to uitraders by the Raim, mere especially on 
the border o( Sind and Gu|ara(» no doubt helped (o inerttse 
Kuieh'i r^uutbn for remoteneu. The Sultan returned next 
year, ijdj, by a safer route, and enforced the submsiion of 
Tattai but the Jam was ihortly restored to hu po t ion oa coo 
dicon that he paad tribute to Delhi; a nd the liiu of the Janu of 
Tana coniinuM to uphold Samma rule m Lower Sind right 
joto the saneench century. Their relaoons with the KuEch 
Sunmai eonmuKd clow, and it wai to Rutdi that the laitjam 
of the dynasty, Jam Hroc, ded when ei length Tam foil under 
the eontral of die Arghun princes in the time of the foit Moghal 
Emperor Sabiu (diedab 1530 ). 

Prom the side of SauraihEra, communicattons beewea the 

mainland and Ruech were CMcr. When the authority of Delhi 

began to auntie with the degeneration of Pirua Shah Tugh- 
luk'i luecenotit the Governor of Gufatai, Zafor Khan, pro 
ekimed hjmtftlf independent with the tide of Maseru Shah 
b !j 9 d, and began to asaett hla power over the old deminioos 
of AnhJwada. In 1410 , b determined to 'show the flag* In 
Wegad, and he compelled the chieftain of Kanthkor, which 
waa It J] in (he posaeaiim of Dadar*s line, to lubmie to him. 
There U nothing to indicate thar MueafTiir Shah secured the 
fubmuaion of the rest of Kutch; but he hed reopened the old 
c ooa ec Bon between Kuteh and Anhilapatafca; and this coa* 
neetion eonti&ued when Miia£ac Shah'i grandson and luccese* 
or, Ahmed Shsh, abandoned the ancient capital and built hit 
oew dry of Ahmedabad>>cver since dim the capital of 
Gujaiae. The greateat ruler of this line, Sultan Mahmud 
{ao J4j8-i}ix>-cftlled ’Bigadha‘ or ^Two-Ports’, from his 
capture of the fotnona strongholds of Gircar and Champaner— 
cemsidered that the time had come to mike Ahmedsbsd’s 
sozetaincy over Eoich sometfaieg more rW nominal. He was 
maiter of Kaihlswad, a great patron of merehanls; and he 
guicUy realized tiut the proepecicy of his kingdom was bound 
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upwiththemsinteiunee ofliw and order incoasul'waKn and 
oftcbehi^ Msu. Accordif^ybe built sod ouiaumed a powo* 
fii] fleer, writ wbkh be resnjned (be depredstioiu of the 
Kutchi end Dwarlu piraru. 

Whetber his operaaoiu in Kuteh wue oupired by a deter- 
mnunon to eR»ck these Kutchi pintei on their home-pround, 
or whether he wu anxioiu—he was a great prceelytuer for 
IsUrweo maJce tore thu Kuech wet ceceptcve to the Muslim 
docmne, ii uncenain. What ii definice is that in 1472 be landed 
with a fetee of jco highly truned cavalrymsn in Wogad. and 
defeated the feudal forces, Mtuiicing ouinly of arcHeri, 'which 
he encountered. With a force to nnall he could not poasibly 
have lubdued the whole of Kuteh by fighdng: by tine 
almoet every hill wai erowtud with cm ot tome cbiefbun 
or ether; and every villue had in tcone wall, which the in* 
habieanu were always ra«cy to defend lEoudy. bit much more 
bkely that he appaatU at a gradoui and mighty overlord, ready 
CO confirm all tlw Jadqa chieftains in their pesaeaaioru, and pr> 
pared to welcome the cadeb of their line to the most iplendid 
court in western India, when they could carve out bdlliant 
careen for tbfimaelves by knightly prowcti. He came to Kutdi, 
in 6ct, as the rspreseBtstivs of the great world outitde, and at 
a piUu of orthodox blaio, ready to rsceivs new convarcs and 
to provide insrruceon for thote Mualiin Kuechit who were 
baaighiad in the eld Karmatbiui heresy. He showed himself 
coBciliaGory to the great Tadsja houses. Hs took back {CamaBal 
daogbler of Hami^i of Lakhiarvira, qghtli In dcsesne bom 
Otha, to his spleodid harem in Abmedebad: along widi her 
wsathernaeural brodier ABa. But the Sultan did not ^oretbe 
(ival fiada line in distributing his ftvoun. Lakho, e^hth in 
descent 60m Gajan. who was s famoiB warrior, attracted tba 
Snluji's acKctioo by his bravery and «lfill Iq arms: Sulun 
Mahmud bestowed upon him ataies in Amaran and Gondal to 
give him his chance. Thaeestaies wereoccupiedbychie6who 
masted the aathoriey of the Sultan. By conferring them oq 
lakho, the Sulcao was killing two birds with one stoo^ 
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&veunng the pnnceAnd enliaiing a stout fighter against 
hii ova snemiet. But oat of cbii gift sprang one of the non 
&fnous fruds in Eutch history. 

Lskho, afiet hard fighting, won possession of his new fiefi. 
and comohdeced them into an eaeare which be renamed Hakr. 
oiiei an ancestor who had been the son and immeduce 
wcc a ao i of Gajan, the founder of die Bada branch of the 
Jadgas. fine in the process of ea:^ing ot killing the original 
occupami he leirted several blood Studs with their taimlio. One 
ofthw was to have dnmaiic consequences. It seems that in the 
b^ifijiing of the sboeeiih cenrury, decided to vuit his 
aneemi home and while makiog hii way to fiada. paaed 
through the poisesuons of the Lakhiarvira braaefa. Being do 
doubt reluceanr. because of the W feriing berwceo the 
branches, to ask them ht hospirality, ba halted in a villa^ 
owned by aoms danghar R^puts not far from the fort of 
Habei. >Xlule he was sheltering there, he was murdered by 
desperate men who had fellewed him from Halar to avenge 
the wrongs which their fiunilies had luJTered at his hands. 
Lskho's sea. the famous Rawal, hltmed the Lokhiavlra branch 
for his fsdtst's death, and swore vengeance agamii the hed of 
the family. Hamir—who had lacceeded hii fa^r Bhim in 1471. 

Kamir is notable, aet only bscaiM he dred Xhengar 1. the 
first of (he lad^a line to unite the whole of Kuteh ^er 
Jad^ rule, out because it was in his time chat the Goddos 
Asbapura, who had for centutiei been regarded as the family 
d^ of the Jadejas, became ia a very special way assodaied 
with (he foRuoes of (he senior branch aa patronsss and pro^ 
taoor. Under what cireiunicanca Hamit first sought the 
Goddeisb help we do not koow. but after he had succeeded in 
the enterprise for which be had invoked her fitvour, he pip dr a 
pilgrimage to her temple at Modh. conissred liberal grafi» of 
lands and villages on cjstoduns of her shrine, and elevated 
that head to the rank of Raja, with the privilege of remaining 
seated in ibe presence of the ruling family, and of being Snt 
ailed opoh by its reigning prince. To this day this privilege is 
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observed. Tlie Mahano of KoEch, v^en lie visie 'Modb of the 
Goddees MaiW. fml paye hii respects CO the Raja, who 
remains seeled upon bis cbrooe ofsraie. Wbeo the lime cornea 
fbr (he R^ja to reeum the courtesy, his throiie is carried with 
him; and kii leacedoo ilui ibeone eharbe reedves (he Mahaiao 
in (he Mabano's own bouse. 

This temple u MatMi^Modh, sixty miles from fihjJ, is 
among the most sacred and most Vinous shiinei in K utch. and 
k Krved by an ascieni monastic order Imown aa Kapdis, whose 
ongm is ioet in antiquiry, and whose records perished whet they 
fied in lyda afcet the (brea of Kuteh were defeated in die 
beetle of Jhan. But cndidon says that the temple was located in 
e spot vdiich the Coddesi had indieaeed to one of the sons of 
Mod in a dream: he was to search for a sBcsn, on the bsnhi of 
which he would find some fraui of an unusual colour, with a 
cocooaut and other objects. Two pious Banja brothers were 
entrusted witli the lea^: iliey were succeaiful, and builr a 
smell temple in the locality indicated The favour of the 
Goddess was shown by divine nuMC, played s( night wichoue 
human hands: and it was conveyed in a mam to the brodiars 
that the shrine must be closed for six mondii, at the end of 
which time the Goddess would here maaifwod hoadf in 
tangible form widiin. Became of the pious 0*604941 of one of 
the brothers, the ikrine was opened toe early, with the result 
whieh is tall apparene—the Godd«as*s form rcmaini partly, but 
only partly, emerging feom the subeionce of a great block of 
living rock, six feet square, The affect is impressive in the 
extreme, as thoi^ the image of the Coddesi were in the pro* 
cese of emerging into view through some natural conTuidon 
of the rock. Hiat her worship is e a re m ely andeatis dear from 
(he drciunianeei other ritual—strong drink u offered at a 
libation, and case over the image: unnl recently, levei male 
bu£loa were sacrificed with riio which bear all the marks of a 
vsy pnnuQve or%in. Tlie Rapdis, like the Kouphatas. are a csIh 
bate order, given to chariry and hospicality. and widi a scnct 
discipline among themsalvas to ensore that R^a succeeds Raja 
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wiihout dkpure. 'Huy carry on di» cndriiannj ob»«rvanca 
without ifiterfcreitee &om ch« new GoTenunoii but their 
asates m managed for them, and they now work to a budget. 

Kamu's devoot wonhio a£ the Goddesa ^^o praids over 
this aadent tad teoucksfaie maniadc communiry, was to have 
ccoaiderable cosaequenees for tbe history of Kucch, He had to 
fue the bictet aunicy of hk kiasmaia PUwal. who concaved 
alio to enlist againat him the support of Dada, at that time the 
head of the Kanthkot branch of die &mily, whose main seat was 
at Rapuc in Waged. In i jo0, it seema. Rawal professed to wish 
(or a recon,nliation of fiimily diiiereoefis. He invited Huiur to 
vist him at Bada, where, he proposed, the head of all three 
branehea should meet and sink their diflerences. Hamir, know¬ 
ing chat his own &fmly was ^uite innocent of the murder of 
Rawal'i father Lakho, and poasibly underescimanng the 
intesisiry of ftawal*i hatred, was none the leii siMpicioui; but 
allowed himself to be lulled in security when hii particular 
pacroneii, the Goddeu Aihapura, was Invoked by Rawal as 
wimos to the good faith of the inviraiion. Rawal employed 
4 subterfuge which u eciU remembered. He concealed a five 
sparrow in die fold of the weiiodoth wfaidi Jedge nobles wear, 
and laying hb hand on the sparrow aa though upon his own 
breast, swore to the Goddess ey the life beneath hli hand that 
he meaot oo harm to Hamit;)!. Tbe Goddess was not deceived: 
Huiur was fooled 

Hamir went to Bada; but as he entered the beoquetiiig hall 
to lake pert in the Cast of reconciliation, be and has suite were 
cut down by the denimen of Rawal, and slain to the last man, 
Accordiag to uadiuon, they put up a daperate teiistancc. 
selling ti^ Lves doerly. Among utose who fell was Jam 
Hamigfi drummer, cut down defending hu mutei co his last 
breath. As he collapsed upmi the floor, covered with deadly 
wounds, he set his sword as e bams to prevent tbe blood 
which he had shed fnm mingling with that which was welling 
from Jam Hamirji's body, ‘My blood must act mix with my 
Prince's,‘ be gasped, beflue he died. His heroism was net £br- 
lod 
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gecuT). WhcQ Rao KiiaigM, afnr conqueung th« Bara 
Xjp g«Ww. Mc up (b« mausoboin. nill M be leen between Bara 
and TetS) in {rtenory ofhis murdered fadiet, tlie drcinunet wu 
hoaoured wick apelitf jiitt as were eke knigba in Jam 
cnin who peruhed wick him. And lo loi^ as eke State of 
Kutek remained independent, eke deaceodanB of due same 
drumuer enjoyed the privilege of leading each and all eke greae 
ceremonial prceeanooa which wound their way throogh the 
icreeta of the cafntal on feedve occaaioni. 

lUwal'i plans were carefully laid; he had made arrangemena 
to wipe out the whole of his victim's &nuly. The ddett, Aba, 
who was UlegitumEe and did not rank for the luccwton, lived 
in AkmedaM and could liavly be ignored. But eke three 
younger loni, of che true blood, Khcngat, Sahib, and Rayib, 
must be adsd immedueely, if the bloody work wai to be 
completed. Rhengar and sidub, although they bad been in¬ 
vited w Bade, did not go: they were staying with an aunt at 
Viajan, to the west of Mandvi: while B,ayib—too young to 
eoun^wu out of reach icaying with another aunt at Virawal, 
It was vital for Rawal to s^ KhenAar, who was eleven, artd 
the heir, together with his younger Mother Sahib, nine yeaii 
eld. Aceocduigly a hot purauit wai organuad. 

The Kory of the esupe of Xkengor and Sahib &ocn the 
vengeful arm of lUwal u OM of tite most famoDi epia ef 
Ku^, end in deeaili have been handed down at great leagih 
in Bardic tradition, They could hope for no refuge in Kutch; 
Dadar in Vagid was an ally of chelt fbemen; nooe of thdr 
morderad fiathu'i vassals would dare eo skelter diem now that 
Rawal had Kcaed the keadikip of the Jadga elan. Theit only 
hope lay m (Seeing to Ahmedabad, in the expectation that 
Sultan Makmad fiigsdha, cbeir overlord, might batm to their 
grievanca, 

A faithful servitor, ChaechaButtaby rums, had accompanied 
Kamir to Bada, but, becoming suspidoQS. had fled b^bre hit 
master was cut dowu. He made kls way to Vinjan, and som^ 
how procured a camel on which the rwo boys could ride. The 
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linle party, diesaeii like slowly made tbeir wiy into 

Wagad. buf when (hey got to a village named Shapur, near 
Rjpur, they found chai the ponuic was caridung then) up. 
They were befeended by the village watchman, Bian Kakd, 
who despacdud Chaccha Bum (o keep out of taghe in the 
bills, and hid the two youi^ princca in a haystack. But RawaVi 
men had tracked the camel; they knew chat the refugees were 
n Shapur. Bian Kakal. la the leading man. wu itcmly 
hterogated. When he denied all knowledge of the princei, h^ 
own seven sons were brought out from his house. Each dme 
he refused Information, one son waa bfhcadnj. Their mother 
watched dry<yed, saying; ’We are the EUos dogs: we have 
many sou. But a lion iu few cubs'. The constancy of the 
village couple wore down the fixry of Rawal'i men. Sickening 
of ne slaughter, they spared the seventh ead youf^etr ion, bur 
fired the village, and were about to bum down the haystack in 
which the prinea were sheltering, only deslicing when they 
were told that if they did so, the cows would starve. But they 
chfuit a spear into the stack, wounding Khengar. Lilea the 
soldier at the taking of Quntrl loi^ ago, M uttered no cry but 
used the same ruse Swiping the bl^ly blade of the spear upon 
his girntents, so that when It was withdrawn it gave &c clue to 
the searchers. 

On the following day, ehe two princes and Chaceha Butt* 
began to cross the periloos Little Rann, passing seven deep 
chioneli on the way, and all but perishing in me dangerous 
manhes. Mow of th^ journey had been made under the cover 
of darknew to avoid purruii; but when morning came, they 
reached the eomperative safety of Chadava, In Dbrangadhra 
tereitory. As they wxre rawing neat a tank, ajain sadJku paned 
by, and regarded them closely. Heshoddeted, and renocied his 
way. Chaccha Bntu, ruspidous due he wis a spy, drew his 
fword and hade him explain on pein of death, why he had 
shuddered. The MdJfm replied: 'Either all that I have been 
taught is wrong, or these two poor wads are of the blood royal, 
and one will be a &raoiB monarch’, Buoa lore his 
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fear, and told the snUht »dio the boys were. The WAw, -whcee 
name. Manek Mitp. is &mou2 in l^ucch history u du first of 
the iiDB of gvnu {teachers) of the monastcy of Mod PothJ, 
guided die Urtle party to his temple, sew to their needs, and 
mtertained them for the night, Whefi they took iheic leave on 
the morrow, the soJJhu prcssnied Khengat with a light, 
beautifully'^alaiieed spear ^ steel, tellmg him that with It he 
would do great deeds. Tlut ipeac. an ideal weapon fiat a boy 
approaching his teens, is still reverently preaeoed among the 
trcasurei of the Mod Ptiaal monastery in Bhuj. altbo;^ &w 
foreipen have seen it In its aaoal sanenury. from whidi it is 
brought out from dme to time on great fesovals, 

The seddAu bleiiad the prbiees. and warned them chat thev 
should enter Ahmedebad only on a staed or in a carriage which 
was dthex bUek or white in colour. They made their way to 
Daiira in Morvi. and were radng in the macket place, when 
I carpenter's wi£s who hailed from Kutch reeepused them, 
and fished to hot home, saying that cwo ptineee of Kuich were 
thoe in Dusra. ^e and her hoiband invited them to thdr 
heme to test. Stan^ig In the yard wu a black hone, and when 
they saw it. the party remembeted the sasUAw'x advice. They 
would net wait the woman so cook a speeisl meal for them; 
they ate the JewA pocridge which she hod ready and drank 
Mr (butter-milk). Chaccha Biiiu mounted the two princes 
CD the black hone; and thus they entered Ahxnedabad. 

They sought out theic hslf^todier Alia, who welcomed 
them, and, on hii advice, did net appcoach the Sultan Im¬ 
mediately for fear that he might not be willmg to help them sC 
the cost of ofiending such a powerful vasal as lUwal had now 
become. Khengor and his brothet enteted a military academy, 
where for three ye&n they received a knight's tr&uung. sod 
learned the use of weapon. Both became accoraplkbcd hon^ 
men, and each had his own steed. 

When Kheogat was foormn. he saddled his horse, and 
joined himself quietly to a royal hmting-party without 
iiTvitadon. hh place among the retainers. As it happened. 
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i lion BUfUmly charged die Scdran’s elephaAt, and before any- 
ddog could be done^ clawed ia way op the beaac'a back ro (he 
level o£ the bowdah where the Sulon sai. Hie royal buntrmm 
and the nobles were a6aid to looee dieir arrows at cbe lion 
fbi fear ofhiajDg the Sultan; but Rhetor, spurring his horK 
within range, cast the seddteb spear so accurately and to such 
good effect that the lion, pierced tbrot^ eye and brain, celled 
to die ground. Anudst die conhoton and coagratulaiioni 
which followed die Sultan's escape, Kheng w euc off the can and 
tail o£cbe lion, put them in the hollow ofliis shield, and quietly 
disappeared in die crowd. The Sulran, who had seen the whole 
dung, but did not rco^nise Khengat as one ofhii own mesi, 
dfqdfd to bold a next day to honour hu rcKuer. In the 
full aaaembly of the neblea sad retainers. Sultan Mahmud 
asked who t(ie boy was who had killed the lion. Many young 
men triad ce cliien the honour; but the Sultan refosed their 
appeala for reward, saying that the bey bod been a strain to 
lum; moreover the aiknim Ud had taken the lion's and 
tail; anyone who could produce tbe»e would be leeegruiad u 
the Sultan's rescuer. 

Kearing of this. Alia and Chiccfaa Buua dedded that the 
moment liad come to make the pnnea known. They cook the 
boys to the Sultan who. ai aooa as he caught sight or Khengar. 
carrying the ears and the tail of the Hon, exekimad. ‘Ha) You 
are cny big Roo\ rose from the throne, and embraced him. 
When the Sultan asked what reward he wanted for saving his 
life. Khengar ssud that his only wish was to recover his mg- 
doffl. and could he have Morvi as a base of operahonir The 
Saltan agreed at once, enebled Khengar with the dele of Rao, 
and allowed him to go to Morvi immediately: sending with 
him rwo experienced soldiers and a contbgene of Syeda. the 
bestfi^um in bis own army, (Again iris worth noticing how 
eanly the Kuech ruling house, in spite of their devotion to the 
Ooddets Ashapura, made ibemselvcs entirely accepoble to an 
orthodox Mu^m Sultan and to bis Muslim soldiery, who had 
for long been the leourge of Rajput princes on the mainland.) 
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Rao Khengax ud his brochu, wich die Sulon's (olditry, 
temsined in Moivi for *bouc ^ jcv, pafecticg thar pluu 
ggj or ggni*in g Icto of cocununicstioB With Kuteh. Dimng 
the four ycMB of Rno Kheng&r’s shgenor, his enemy, Rjwa!, 
hftd eoQtiAoed la seize non of the possesaoni of the Lakhurvira 
braoch. He deprived all Rbo Khengu’s kin of (heir lands, 
drore out (he Hodii Rajpue chieftuns who had sealed in (be 
(erricory ofOiha'i descendaaa, and even orpelled ijiaiee humble 
squires who had been Tamls of TaVhiamra horn tune ini' 
memonal,* Forthese deeds he wss greatly hated; sad a large body 
of opuhon in fiivoui of ehe return of Rao Khengar was buile up 
hodi among (be landholders aivd the eoounOD people. Mor^ 
over, his saailegieua behaviour in breakini his oath to (he 
Goddess Ashapura was widely known; ie was rumoured tbai (he 
Goddess had appeared to him in a drsun, wanuog blmthathe 
had pu( it out of her power (o show him any favours in Kuteh 
and that If he desired her further luoMtt, he cnui( cross the 
seas CO Kathlawad, where she would again help him. This 
tumour did much harm to Rawtl; it penoaded most people in 
Kuteh (bar however grew might be his valour, and even hu 
apparent nseceii, hli rule in Kmeh could nee Use. 

Rao Khengar, from his lerategie base at Morvi, kept on 
attacking the territory of (he Kanehkot'Rapar branch of bis 
fkmily'>whlch was still tiding with Rawal^ Wagad. At chat 
period, (he Riaa could be crossed by determined parties of 
men on feet, though the passage wu pWilou; itis even said (bat 
lions froot Kuhit^m tometiiBei cro^ into Koteh this way. 
At last the Rao got a secure baw In Wagsd, and set uphiahad- 
quuien at Shapur. where die six lads had died co save hhn. 
raumiBg it Raopur to commenaorale his cacape. His next step 
wss to advance agabut Rapur, the main dry of Wagod. Rspur 
was tbeo held for Dadar V ^ 

Kheogat apparently had hopes of coming co cenni with Abra 
and obeaming penni^on co settle some followers there. He 
sene a deputadon to Rapui, consisting of his natural brother 
Aiii>and the chief of the Hochj clansmen, who wascouvecced 
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with Abn by mtffrtgg, A <^uarrelbroke out, in which Aha wai 
VilloJ by Abni*s mcs; aiul (he Hotlu chief lerumed imjucceu* 
fully CO Kherigii, Afkr e rime, Khengai’i fenys ineo W^ed 
became so bold ibac he Accumulated moeb boory. Abre^ 
anxioiB Go share In (he spot]» ^eed to allow R40 Kheagar and 
some of his followers co move their base co Rnpiu, oucaide the 
walls of the fort, on eondioou he received a fourth share of 
everything chat chdr raids brought io. le was further agreed 
(hat no blood feud should lie od aeeoimt of Alia*i raurder. Sue 
Rao Khengat had not fergioea Abra. One day Abra was 
iftouuoiu enough co accept an mviuoon co take food with (he 
Hothi chief, his kinsman, who wu among the Rao’i foUewen. 
Abra and hi* ion left che fort* and entered the Hochi camp. Abra 
wu bUed by Rso Khengari hi* ion was cut down jun as h« 
wu on the point ef ro^iueriag the itioogheld. Rapur, along 
with most ef Wagadi foil Into Kao Khtngar’s hands. 

Kao Kheagar used small bands ef seaKned wanion (o extend 
his conquests; the local levies whom he eacoiDUred were no 
mat^ for the veterans trained by Ahmedabad methods, 
espeeially as die Kao was welcomed wherever he went There 
feUoweii some years of bitter fighdng with Kawal, now the 
main opponent; in the course of which Khengir captured 
Anjw, and used it u an advanced base against the Bade ^cee. 
He was a merciful conductor, he was stem is battle but 
clemou in victory. Unlike Kewsl* be confirmed the vasaaU of 
hii opponent in thek holdings in return for their submiieion to 
his autWty; 10 that the ve^ct of the landlordi. as well as of 
the common people, turned more and mote in hia favour. At 
Imgth Kawal, finding chat all hia valour could do Uicle 10 
reBieve his fortunes, began toUsteo to those ofhis followers who 
advised him to make cIk bat of a bad jab and seek his fortuaes 
elsewhere, Accordingly* be and his henebmen made tbeic way 
from Mundra acrees the Kann to Kathlawad* where he founded 
(he great dynasty of the Jams of Nswanagu, 

With the deputure of Rawd, Rao Rboigac was the un* 
disputed matter of Rutcb; be is ceoridered, with some justice, 
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(he real founder of the fonunes of the prcKni Roling Family. 
For some time, be made hia capial at Aiijai, but after ebout 
ieeai year». he decided to make oislieadqijareets in amorecerw 
tral lo^iry, and decided upon Bhuj. (he anciew Tahej, ots- 
looked by Bbuju Kill on which u nruated (he very old make' 
temple. Tlie pUce had (aUea upon evil days, and the country 
round about wu full of bhganda and frecboocets. The Rao 
drove (hem away, established firm ordec. and largely restored 
the prosperity of (he dty and the nrengch of ia old &n. le was 
in ^uj dwM the Ran sec up eke monutery of Moci Poihal at 
wbott head he appeinted Manek Miqi che mAAw, Manek 
Miqi wu (he first of (he line of goJjls (or guru), which exiits 
re (hh day in the beawiful uxKeeneh century buildiap which 
Rao Khengareooetrueted. Theae^^u are learned cuatodlant of 
Royal hiic^: under their care the Royal Bards receive b- 
wcuetioa b the oral mditiOA. They arc alio the herediury cu^ 
todiani of Rao Khengar's spear and of the exquiaiic rock* 
cryatal jewelled imm of the Goddess Aabaji wltich Manek 
Mkji brought widi mm when he arrived to rake up his duiiM 
as fiii( ofthe £aeh godj! has his cap of maincenanee, whose 

shape preserves the semblance of the ears and tall of the lion 
which Kheagar slew, and in the centre of the cap Is tall 
CO be seen the jewel which Kliengar himself presented to 
Manek Mlrji. 

In spice eif his vicrories, Khengar had to be consDUUly on his 
guard agaiiwt Rawal's partisens in Kulch. There were some 
pockets of rhese, in Mandvi and other places, on vduch hit 
demaicy could make no impression, and the Rao's rword wss 
raely sheathed for long. But a good deal more dangerous were 
che ^ects of Jam Ravnl’s intrigues in 31 nd. There were still 
Samxna rulcn in that country, and Rawal found lisle diiE- 
colcy in stirring up enmity against Rao Khengar among them. 
Alter Jam Rswd's depurure to Kathiawa^ Rao iuengac 
began to esphlish posta across the Rann (o protect himself &cm 
possible attack from Sind: he occupied potitioos at Rahim 
Baaai and VltawaL Quarrels broke out among the Jams of 
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Taeq: an 4 Rao Khcngar secma co have intervened in S l ndk 
pelitiet to weaken any poasible dang«i from chac quarter. H« 
advanced a ibrce into Sind in support o( one claimant. Mu 
Jafir; and secured ioc him an independent rertitory at the eon of 
some fighting. When the Jams of Tkna were ovenhrDvm by 
the Ar^uu dynasty in ijao, Rao Kheogar's incervention in 
Sindhi a&Lrs brought hin^ some trouble. Sultan Shah Hussain, 
fiadbg chat the last Jam, Firoe, had led co Kmch and was 
appealing co Rao Khengar to ratore him to Tatta, followed 
fugitive to Kutch, iid^ed imoo Rao Khengir one of the 
worse defaad ia his career at the fint Battle of Jhara, and 
obliged him to expel Jam Fim to Cufarae. Shah Hussain did 
not ocewy Kuiehi he secmi to have been more eoneemed to 
prepare m i contemplated attack on Gujarat. But ho was hin^ 
sel^ attacked bv the Bmperor Humayun, who was in diglit 
from Shar Shah and this upset his plans. For some time, too, 
Gtyaeic was in no eondicim (0 intctfere with Kueclt. Sultan 
Mahmud BIgadha had died is sjii: in tsU hie equally able 
grandson. B Jiadur. came to the throiM. He becamo too deeply 
Involved in troubles with the Imperial power In Delhi to cw 
much interest in Kbengar, who was thus able for some 

C to go his own way without much teferenee to what was 
ning alcher io Gujarat or in Sind. 
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Tmi KuuEu people ii« fiiUy jueiilal in lejArding Pijo 
Rhengftr with the reipece which only mi tlcnoit kgendery 
figore can inspife* Apexe altogether (rea hu epic itnggk to 
gain iHe ehroiie* ha ruled, reckoning from the crowning at 
lUpur in ijio, for levemy^lx dying at the ripe old age 
of ninety in Ij8d. Moreover, although Jam Rawali Hoaeility 
continued for yean af^et he removed hiauelf to Kaduawad in 
ij 40 » it waa ecerciied at long cange from Nawanagar; and 
iuide Kuich, RaoKhenguhad no aenoui rival, Hia lecurity at 
home a ihown hy hit advemurea into Sindhi politiei. Ai haa 
been pointed ouCi he aomewhas burned hit fngen aod there ii 
no record that ho had much to do with that country for the 
rew ofhU liie. The Emperor Huniayua t uniuccCMfuleffoita to 
ctfi^uer Sind from Shah Huitain led to • certain amount of 
anally there, whkh laited (or half^-eentury ualil the 5m* 
peror Akbar, who had himielfbeenboroin Unuirkot,£nallyiu^ 
dued Mimjani Beg, the roler ofTatta, and united Sind with 
the Delhi eropire as ona of Us KguW SUahs, Bat dur did nor 
hap pg i until i$pa, ibe yean aim Rso Khengac'i death: 
meanwhile Sind was impotou to mcer&ra with Kutch: and after 
the Imperial mle was iNttatilU>i>d ia Sind, u was too well* 
controlled to do so until the M^hal Eenpire broke up. 

On the Gujarat side, also. Rao Khengar's long leign saw 
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many eluAges. His Q« with Aitmedalucl were W first dosr. 
without Sultan Mahmud's sbelttr 4 ad help he could never have 
gained bis throne. He owed Sultan Mahmud and his successors 
Mi hu feudal overlords both for the Sef of Morvi. which he 
retatoed, and &t Rutdi itself. There is evidence in 
AJtina^ that the tnbure for Kutch took the form of a krught> 
service of j,cdo meu Khengar, zamindar of Bhuj, with 

1,409 villages, serves with 5,000 horse’j. Wbecbec dus mfaute 
was in fact either demanded or paid is net dar; for the line of 
Sultan Mahmud soon ran into troublo which would deter 
them from mdiily usdng the fiundship of so powerful a 
fMdatory Prmee la R40 Rhengarhad become. Saltan MuaaHar 
Shah n ^Gtyarat, Sultan Mahmud a son, became uvolved in 
in exhauiting war with Chieor; this was carried to a tritimphant 
eonduiion ^ hii sen and suceeeior Bahadur Shah. Bahadur 
Shah, however, quarrelled with the Bmperoc Humayan, who 
drove him Into temporary eadle. When the fimperor hunaalf 
became a fugitive before the Afghan Sher Shah, Bahadur 
recovered Gujarat. He leenu to have left Kutch entirely alone 
while he wei reoceupying hii poisraiioni; and before he com* 
pleied the procees of oigtnieatlon which might have included 
the exereiM of efleceive tucccainry over Boo Khenget*i kingx 
dom. he wai drowsed in a skirmieh with the Porcugueae at 
Diu ia 1137. After his death there was a period of conftiiien; 
•s in Sind jaccr, it was t]te Bmperor AkUr who ended it by 
finally eonquettag Gujarat bi 1573, 

This event, unlike what was to happea is Sind, waa of 
imponince to Kutch. for it involved Rao Khengar in the 
po£.tifis of the mairdand and bcoi^ht him into eoauct. for the 
bnt time, with the Moghal Empire. The Emperor's rapid 
movements, his obvious incencioo of luberdmatbis the whole 
of India ro Delhi, and cbe formidable forces of whicb he dii> 
posed, were creating eonsremadon among rulers who had 
bichcno enjoyed independence. It must have been plain co a 
Prince of Rac Khengax's loi^ experience that the fOTtunes of 
RuEch sow depended largely upon keepu^ the goodwill of the 
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Moghul Empire, Ai the same Kutch s isoUted pos^oon; 
Its cooparuive lack of mources; the repmtioft of its inhabi- 
tanu ibi cougb witeaBce, ud Rao Khengacs fkme u a 
warrior, ao doubt inclined the Impeiial Governors of Ahmed- 
abod to rest contmt with a mere ackfiowledgment of (He 
Imperial autkociry. There b no record that ^ eiutomary 
tribute was regularly paid, or that the knight-service of s,000 
men was ever emcccd in Rao RJiengar^s emiei although ihe 
lee of Morvi on the mainlaitd doubiUai coneribuied ks quota to 
the Intperial Treuury ar Ahmedabad, 

Abul Pad deicribej KukU in the ABW>Akhari {ljS}**i}9o) 
ai a separate territory', noting the barren and randy aspect 
of the couiury. the excelleiu bre^ of horiea, and the good 
camali and goats. He deacribea the chief as being of the Yadu 
or lunar race: hit eloa. the Jadejas, are liandiome. tall and 
bearded. Thdr nulitacv &rce k lo^ooo cavalry and )0,ooo 
infantry; but Abul Patl doca not mention what, if any, con¬ 
tingent the chief was obliged to fomiah. The chief retidei at 
fihuj (written Tahej) end there are itrong fons at Jhwah and 
Kanthkot. Tli« expulrion of Jam Rawal and die feimdacien of 
NawAtugar are bt^y mentioned ai is the frer that Nawaa* 
agar is called Xittle Koteh'. The Jam of Nawanogor hw 7 ,GCO 
cavalry and B,coo in&nery. The prime minimn ^ Kutch and 
Nawauagor Ime been of the Mualim £uth for a eoasaderable 
period. 

(t IS plain that neither Abul Ad nor his DformanD knew 
very much ebout Kutch. except by hearsay; indeed the sul^ 
stance of hit description might almost have been taken from 
Al Simru nearly aiz centuriee earlier, with tbe exception of the 
paaage dealing with Jam £Uwal. He does not even mention 
Rao Khengar, or the changes vdiicb had corns over Kutch in 
his lifeame, althougb he mentions theruling Jam ofNxwaDagax, 
Sato, by name. This loob ai if Abul Pad may have derived lus 
iolbrmation about Kutch from Nawanagre sooccee. 

Rao Khsngarji's long rdgn, like that of Queen Victoria 
three cenruries later, bridged two etas. It linked the older India, 
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in whick uncd power on U5id counied £oe everyching, with 
the India in whid Enropeu tn-povftt vru deetmed to play 
an evo maeaaing pare. The youi^ Prince Kkengar tvu rwo 
years old vadien Vasco da Ganu reached (he coast of Malabar 
by way of the Cape; and before RaoKbengar died foil of yean 
aoij iu3Doiir, he sees Porrugueae indiiecce steadily grow in 
ibe waters which had for cencurles been the pteserre of veseb 
from India and fiom ibe Arab covtiria. While he was soil at 
Ahmedabad. he must have heard reports of the early Pocos- 
gueae aetdemcut at Diu after the failure of Sultan Mahmud 
Bigadha to drive (bent off the seas with (he aid of (he combined 
fleets of Egypt and of the Hindu ruler of CsJicat in :jc$. 
Portuguae power by land and ks uicreaaedi (he death of 
Bahadur Shu in a guarrel with them removed theU moci 
formidable local opponent. By (he PertaeucK wete 
strong enough to sack Taeca, after fightutg had Dreben our 
because of the pkacia conducted from Uu ports of Sind. Their 
inAoence with the Muslim authorities in India largely depended 
on their conBol of the tea which the pious mast crow to perform 
the Haj pilgrimage to Mecea. When the Bmperor Akhar eon* 
i^iMred Gujarat ift I $73«he found li prudent to nuke a pact with 
the Poreugoesa Viceroy to ensure the safecy of pilgrimi &om 
India. 

No infbmuiion has been ptaaerved about the relatsotu 
between the Porcugueae auchoctlei and the Kutchl seamen, 
who were at diii period among the most skilful and daring 
sutinets on the west of India. Seth Portuguese and Kutchk 
were interested m peaceful trade, and the reputation for piracy 
which the Kucchi ports had enjoyed not long before seems to 
have died down. Canainly thm k no record of any PoctU' 
gucse attack on the Kucchi ports; and the Pormgueae wm 

E swmg so h^h-handed at sea that they would certainly not 
ve left the seaboard of Kutch unmolested if it harboured 
pirata who interfered with sea-borne tra£c. Probably the. 
Portuguese and the Kucchis went cheir sepatate waya without 
molesting each other; but the Kuichis must have been glad eosee 


Its 



B&O SHIKG&ll's KHB 

Pormgue«e prude Iowere<d when in i6ia ooe English ihip, 
tssuttd only by ^ pcnnece» defasd a Portuguese fleet 
of fboe Ufge galleons and a a»ie of frigates. After thai, the 
Portuguese left the British alone m their little senlement at 
Surat; but made > great eftbrt to impress the Imperial Coran* 
ment with cheir own power by seking three ship full of goods 
and people belonging to the Bmperor. The M^hal auihorities 
took stem aedon the Porn^iiev by land, but eenld do 
no^ii^ againit thw on the sea; t^ no doubt, was the mam 
reason why, when the Bmperor Jahangir toured Gigarai in 
(dl?, be made himself puckuUrly a£ible to the only Prince 
who could give him ^ kind ik help that he necdc^ihe 
Rao of Sut^ 

Rao Shatmal I, son of Rae Rhotgar I, had succeeded his 
frther peacefully bi ijBd. He se«ine to have done much to 
encourage the growth of Kuteh's overiaai trade, irtd Kudii 
power kv the Arabian aen rose to notable prominence. He 
mutt have been eoually formidable by lauJ. Tba Bmperor 
Jahangir who met ^ m idi 7 , noted in hii MsMseb that (he 
Rae uwayi had five or alx cheoiand horsemen in hU service and 
(hat in time of war he could double this number. Whether 
becauie this power gave Uxn confidence, or baeause he lacked 
the element of prudence which Rae Khengar had always 
mixed with hk daring, Rao Bkarmal at firit managed hii 
relations with (he Meghal auihoruiet in Gujarat ra(het badly. 
These authoriaes were ^ce eotuest with a ootninal tub> 
mission on the part of Rutwi but submianon ofiome kirtd (bey 
would have; and any daim to uidependence brought iiuQlit 
rcpniali. Trouble seems first to have broken out in t jpo, when 
(he ex-King Muzaffrr IK of Gujarat, with (he support of ihe 
Jam of Nawanagar, cned to rebel againn Am Khan Koka, the 
imperil Viceroy. The Mogbal troops were too strong, and 
Mu2s(!u, after losing Junagadh, the last sffonghold which 
supported him, fled to Kuich and threw himself upon the 
mercy of Rao Bhaimal. The Rao seems to have deemed U his 
right to ptotea die fugitive and ro defy the Mc^hal authoHdes. 
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Sui die/ co n iiflcared his Aef at Morvi aad iiiBicted ddeau 9n 
Kim ifi IJ90 kod 1591—whecW an Kolch soil or fiot is ooc 
dear. Hie upshot was that the Rao had to submit CO the 
Viceroys demands; to hand over ex-King Muaaiiar and to 
ackuowl«^ MoghaJ ovolordahip. He was (hen given 
Morvi and confirued in his poaition, and the mbute of 
knight-service was only demanded occaaionaliy. In i6c$, how¬ 
ever, (he Rao had to soul his son, with RiJOO men, to serve 
with eeher feudal eonungeno irom Gujarat at Ramnagar m 
Pharampuc; so that (he submiaon exacted in !$9C proved, on 
this occosioD BcIeBst, lomeelung more than nombid. 

Tod has a curious story ra his Wtittm Mu about Rao 
Bbarmal'i surrendet of eX'jCjng MuzafTar. Aeeording to liim, 
the Boweror Akbar eonaidered chat Rao Sharmal had acted in 
unkciightly iaihioa by giving up MirufTar; and therefore 
ordered two pAlits to be set up ouoide one of che gates of 
Delhi. One ^ these pallat commemorated Rao Diurmel*i 
action: the other commemorated a seUr iiglit which the 
chieftain of Dec had put up in defence of die e»*ICiBg. Passers- 
by were ordered, eecordJng to Tod, ce ignore the fiat, and 
to garland the second. Tod says dut the practice lasted until the 
time of Rao Desal I (jyi^tyja) who succsasfijlly peeidoned 
for the removal of the paltu. There Is no confkrrnauoa of che 
story from any other sovirce; and although a whimsical aciion 
of (he kind is not wholly oui of keeping with the Smperoc 
Akbar's cluraceer, it teems unlikely chat he would in efim 
have eaeeuraged reaisunce to the or^n of his own Viceroy of 
Gujaras by loeh behaviour. Further, if the p^Uot were m 
ever set us, their speedy removal would have been escniu] 
to Rao Bharnul's repuunoa; and they cetuuily would not 
have survived die meeting with the Emperor Akbar's son, the 
Emperor Jahangir, at which such friendlisen wu shown to the 
Racs end to wUch the Emperor dehberately enlisted the Rao^s 
sea^wet foe the protection of HaJ pilgrims. 

(i wss is, 1017, when Rao Bharn^ h^ been on the geJS for 
ihirty-two yean, and must already have been an ddei^ man, 
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cluthe met che fimpcrornt A Km^a kaA *xlu Empcroc 
was p* yiwg a scate visit to Giqarat, and all the imponact 
teudatories of diac region sflerebled to pay that respects to 
him. The Rao brought a large retuiue and sp l end i d praoiii. 
which the fimpesor lisa in hit hundred of the 

highly^valued hones, each worth from two to three 

cKowand rupee*: oae btoidred gold tsfirajis: and rwo thousand 
rupeea. The Ian item wu no doubt a eusionury nneer: the 
othsi were ipeoal gifts. The Bmperot and the Rao were no 
doubt fiivocirably impieaKd with each ocher—certainly the 
Bmpcroc thought very well of bh guest. In addition to pra- 
icneuig him with the ser^pei—the dress of honone eon&tred by 
the Moghali on men whose pesidea they dc«u«d publicly to 
recegRue—Jeiungic gave the Rao hh own horse, a pair of 
elep&nu, a dagger, a diamond 4 ulted iword, and four rings. 
More important niU, he conferred upon the Rao the right to 
strike hh owa coins—an extremely rare privilege for a feudik 
tory of the Meghal Empire, and the Mglnning of Kutch's 
sepacaie Xerf currency which wu maisuained unbrolten undl 
194$. But the crowning &veae of the Emparoi to the Rao was 
the toTtI and permanent remiiilon of all tribute ftein Kuceh In 
return for (he Rae’i promise to give pilgrins to Mecca free 
peauge in Kutchi ships. It nyi ati^ for the sea-power of 
KuGch at this tune, wlia the Portuguese were doing their bett 
CO embanws the Meghal Emplse by interietug with Uu ^grim 
traiSe, thu the Emperoe should iuve been sadsBed with this 
bargaiu. The Rao, too, had reason to be well pleased. So long 
M dieLmperad power remained efrecrive, his exemption from 
tribute nude Itim virtually independent of the Viceroy of 
Gi^arat. The toterview with Jeharigir, and Ua seqoel. represent 
the climax of the iiiceeas of Rao Khcngai's line in their 
itro^le for efiective independence. The Rulen of Rutch, it is 
true, continiied to owe allegiance to the M^hal Empire; but 
this allegiance was aDaccompauied by any ebUgatioo to pay 
oibute. 

Rao Bharmal I died in tdja, five years later than the Em* 
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peror who lud ibownhiai so mucb ikvoot, and was succeed^ 
prarcfiilly by bi> soa Bhc^j, who reigned uneil 1645. History 
huaotlung to reUce about KuEch during he period of rule; but 
in the reign of eke next Rao» Ekengat n, Bhojraj’s nepkew, the 
reladve isolation neo which eke country had ^eii was incer- 
rupted by a leniinder of the troubles trough which eke 
Mogkal dynasty was passing. In tb4j, tke yeti when Rao 
Rhengar U sseended the ga£. the stem end smUtious Prince 
Aurangseb, third son of the Emperoc Shah Jakan, was 4p> 
pointed Viceroy of Gujarat. He did not hold the durge ^ 
veryleng» since b was recaUedafter a Ueele more chans year to 
undereake military opoadons in Badakhshan. There at no 
record chat he ever met eke Rao; but the Cumlaricy which he 
ihen ao^ored with eendidons in Cujettt was to sriod him in 
good leead chirteen years Ueer, whm he war houndug his 
elder brother Pnnee Out Shikoh to his deuh. Pnnee Dart 
Sb ik oh i afier being defetted by Prince Aunngseb in the 
struggle for ehe throne, waa pursuod through Delhi and Lihere 
to Sind, Prom Multtn he wane to Tuet; then brake back 
eucwards in an eodetvour to reatieve his fortunes. The forces 
which he Kill had with lum suHered terribly in erosaing the 
lUnn; but a Kuteh Rto Tamaehi, who had succeeded hii 
brother Rao Kkengu II in i^ss, welcomed him kindly, and 
asfigned him a residence at Bhuj m eke garden which u still 
called Dartwedi. The Prince woidd not stay: he had heard chat 
in Cojarat ho might find t welcome; ao after a short raat in 
Kuttk he presKd on to Akmedabtd, where the gates of the dry 
were opened to him. In Gujarat he might have built up a base 
for carving our an independent kingdom for himself in the 
Deccan, where Aurangaeb waa hated. But Aurangreb succeeded 
in tempting him north by arranging for feigned promiKi of 
help from tome of the Rajpuuna Princes: and m i6$9, Dan 
Sklohwas again in fiigkt. Aumgzefa had sent messages Cocke 
Raoand eoaUtkeimporTanePrinmin Gi^acand RatKiawad 
chse no assisunce mun be given co Dara Skikoh. The fugitive 
Prince came to Jamnagar, and was told that he could not say. 
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He Again iougbt refeige in Kutck, and was again eonneously 
received, but was informed that no anned luppoR be giTcn ra 
him. This dme be left Rueeb fbc ever, again erasing (be Rann 
to Si nd with tcrible losses unong his few followers. Ac last he 
ineclus end by treachery as he was sEBempiing to cross the Bolaa 
Pass into lean. There is no evidence (hat Rao Tanuebi s kind 
recepuon of Dan Sbikoh was wee held against him by die 
Bmperor Aurangseb. 

Belbre Rao Tsmschi died in 1666. ICutcb became the borne 
of ineiher, and moce fortunate, refugee, the fesnoui salne 
Murad of Bokhan. He had been expelled from his eoun> 
try by Russian induenee, beeaeua he had urged the Mudim 
levels of Cetvctl Asia to resist the steady advanee of [mperial 
Russia. After wandering for seme time. Shah Moead dmdsd 
to make Rutch hii home, because be had been received chare 
with great honour by everyone, ftom the Reo downwards. 
Hs U'm for many years in Miindra, where he U buried; and 
be has becoma the treat patron saint of KuceU fishermen and 
pilots, who invtiie nil aid when danger or dlfieuley overcafca 
them. Boe before he died, be wai able to render signal service 
CO che country of hn sdopBoo. 

During the rdgn of Rao Rayadban 1 . who lueeeeded Rae 
Tamaelu, the ^^leetey of Ahmedabad, Muosim Beg, mede e 
derermined eftbet to collect tribute ftom Kutch. Em^ why 
he did so iinoc dene; but Sivaji, the greet Maraeha leader, was 
at th» period b^inning hii destructive raids on Gujarat, end 
the Ahmedabad Treasory may have needed all the rceoorcei 
which eeuld be collected from every quertsr. It b obvioue that 
Muaasim Beg must have known of the terms of the egreentent 
of idl? between the Emperor jebangli and Rao Bharmalji I; 
and there is no hint m any of die contemporary autbondee 
chat KuTcb bad in the obllgatioos underoka on behalf 
of the Haji {dlgrimi. Bus the Viceroy nevertheless advanced on 
Kutch, no doubt crossing ftom the Katbiawad side, in mi£> 
qq n Strength ro make effective tedstance dlflicuU. The Rao s 
men stood to arms, but they vrauld have bad small chance of 
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sufiMSS ftgufue eLs MoghalTMffcans. At this point Sh&h Murad 
in(erv«ned on behalf afKutch. No doubt he was able toteicify 
(bat die Euidi authofitua wer e rendering valuable lervice to 
blam by the &dUdei which (bey were giving to pious pilgiinu; 
and his own we^hl of sancdry made it diAcidi lot the Viceroy 
to peiaui with mtenoon agaiose the saint'g entreasa. Tlie 
upshot was utiilhctory to everyone except Muaezim Beg, who 
was obliged to retreat poecefuUy after recognizmg formally 
Kuteh^s exemption from mbute. 

Ahee die of lUo Rayedhan 1 is idpB, there feUowed 

the dm case of disputed sueeeesion linee die days of Rao 
K.heatar I. Pot more than a century, rueful heir had succeeded 
heir on ebe /edt; and the country had prolreed greatly 
by the reiultmg freedom from dynaitie feods. lUo lUyi^han I 
had eleven sons; his eldeie son, Noghan, had died young; wliile 
Rava, the next Prinee, had met a violent end-^t is said, by the 
eonerivaaee of the thisd son, Pragmal, Both N^han and Rava 
had left sons with claims vduch were n^tior to dioie of 
Pragmal according to the ordinary rules of sueeesiion among 
the JodeJai; but Pragmil, with the help of his able end anw 
bideus aen God, determined to lupetKde them. Before his 
&ther Rao lUyadhan died, PragmaT had already succeeded in 
building up a strong patty among the Uu/yytult and military 
oAcm in hii favour. To stage hii nup, he nude use of a 
svatagem which li idll remembered'^and, indeed, idll con¬ 
tinues to iodumcc the ceremonials which mark the death of the 
head of every Ruling Heuae among the Jadqa dan. On the. 
pretext of *eye* illneM, Pragmal ^ not job the proceesioc of 
his brothers and nephews which accompanied the body of the 
late Rao to the burning He remained m the fbre whh his 
partkaiu. He then leiedi the treasury, manned the guns, and 
deeed the gates of the city upon the returnbg party. In this 
way, he made himself Rao, at the expense ofthose whose clam 
was better. Until quite recently, it was customary, who a 
Jadeja Prince died, for the hghcfui tueeeeor ta remain m the 
Palace or fort of (he capital, while those vdiose claims ate less 
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direct go Tonh in procavion n> take part in the actual iuneral 
ceremonies outtide the dty. The last aucesoon in Kutdi did 
not fellow this rule. 

Buo ?ra|;inal s adaure of the jedi had W)happ7 couequeiuea. 
It broke up the unity of allegiana vduch, since the day of 
Khengar (, had kept all chc bhyyadi and great landholders 
loyal to the Rao as head of the State. Before Rio Pragmal 
succeeded, he had hea obliged to buy the favour ofihoK whose 
support he needed by gifts of land which weakened the central 
authority: and his numetoui teUtions aba required lavish 
grants es a price of their allegiance co him. For example, Halo, 
the son of Neghafi, and the rightful heir, had » be bought off 
with the grant of the impcctant coastal town of Mundra, ISe 
effect was to create a number of peery piueipalitus, each 
sojoying its own revenue and in own jumietion, in place of 
live lin^ feudal kingdom whkh Khengar I and hie iiieceaMd 
had carefully built up and preserved. Not did the consequences 
end there. When Rava*i son Kuyan grew up, Rao Progcnol was 
obliged (0 acquieKe inhis seiaure of the old fief of Morvi which 
Rao tChengir t had rweived from Sultan Mahmud Bigodha 
and whkh had remaiAed in the hands of Rao Khengar’s 
dynasty ever luce. This eooceieion did not placate Kayan. who 
rinkias thcfeinderofcbemdependene State of Morvi. Almost 
every year, he contrived to launch an attack upon Rao 
Pragmai'i (tfricory. He was usually beaten off because the Rie 
wu too strong for him. But in one of these beunions he esta^ 
liihed himself so securely m poesessiein of Katharia, in Waged, 
due even the heir-appareot, Prince God. was unable to di^ 
lodge him; and he and h» hdn remained, until 194*. in 
posaeasioQ of what came to be called the Adhoi enclave—«Q 
of Moevi tsmtory in the middle of Kuich. It endured, 
OQ offence to all Rao Vragmal’s lucceson, until the middle of 
the twatieda century, whm Kurcb and Morvi alike passed 
under the Judsdiction of the Delhi Gcvcmmetit. 

In spile of ihae setbacks, Rao Pragmal’stngn wts succnsfiil, 
and tlu altrradon in the normal rule of succession to the fodi 
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whidi hil usurpaiion lud brought tbouc proved perauneae. 
His repuracion wu much enLmced hy the mihory operadoos 
which resulted in the rescorsaao of Jud T&mechi. ikch in 
descait from Jun to the |4£ of Kawsfisgtf. Jam 

Tamachi wu evpeQed &om his kingdom by a rival fterion: 

IT spice of the tiadicional ilMeeliag between the Jadeja culen 
ofKutch and Nawanagar» dating from Rao Khengar’a day» he 
appealed auccofully lo Rao Fragmal for help. Aid was forth* 
coming m efiecdve form. The Rao dapatched hli hoc appar¬ 
ent, Prince God, with a atrong force to Nawanagar, and Jam 
Tunaehi was renored to hh kingdom. Prom thac time, Rao 
Pn^al aarumad the title of Maha Rao; and he and his 
descendants are thus deaenbed in the Kutch annals. 

In tyij, Maherao Pngrnal died, and wu succeeded by the 
heir-apparent, Prinee God. During the lifetime ofKh lathee, the . 
new Mihano had proved lumselfa man of emeptiorul abnliey, 
as Well as s fine soldier. Had he lived longer, he would have 
ranked extremely highly among ill who have ruled Kutch. In 
hil Aott reign o^j uk undec four yean, be had already begun to 
undo lome of the damage which Maharao Pragmil had in- 
voluntardy Infitetsd upon the foreunee of kter Rulers of 
Kuteh. Ke resumed the estate of Mundra which had been alien¬ 
ated to Hale: he iho resumed Kanthi and Ar\]ar Chovhl This 
retumptionof Crown grants, which would no doubt have been 
ei<iied further if Maharao God had hvsd longer, wu not eoiH 
fiicatory in nature, because tboae who had occupied them were 
encouraged end aiiisTtd to found new villagei and to bring 
under culuvahon traco which had hitherto been uatilled. In 
ddi way the feundatioBS were kid foe a period of prosperity 
which is among the happiest epochs in Kutch history. 

The Maharao died in 1719, and wu succeeded without 
oppoaiiKin by the hde>«pparent, Deasl. Maharao Desal I is 
among the bee^loved of Rutchi Rulen: his name stil] stands as 
s synonym for aflabilicy. benevolmce and success. So popular 
was he that the provab 'Desal and God are the same’ was for 
loi^ on the lips of his aubjeett; and many are the stories which 
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illusoate liii lore of Jtsdce ami hia cue (be tke poor. Som«, no 
doubt, are apocryphal^ but even (he people of Kuidi 

]t V^ Eo ceU bow Maharao Oesal woiild beak of bis meal co 
aeeiU a quarrel becweea humble shoemaken; how he detecceil 
an anempted fraud upon a poor &rmer by bolding op against 
the bf^ht sunlit a toad whose cancelladon-macfc in ink had 
be« so clever^ removed by tbe diiboneat creditor that it 
defied scrutiny In oedmary bghr. and had been made (be baas 
for a second claim. 

It U sigmfimnr that Maharse Desal ihotdd figure bfblk 4 oK 
M dw Ruler who inquired abour ehe laneticy of the Jakhs. and 
ww granted the crowsing revelation efthor appearance in the 
ouikee place. He was ^ jplriTua] dimple of ehe great laist 
Mekad Dada udto, in hii yotmger days, speealked in reecuing 
people who were dying ^ dune in the terrible wueei of die 
Rum. Mekad Dada's d^ Mode, wesld scent out die loSec- 
eti; his donkey, Lalia. weald foUow afterwards, bearing the 
predeu water, and leading the revived Eravellen ro the 
shelter where the Mint would care (or them. Mekad Dada is 
the Sc Oirktepher of Kucch. the perron saint wheoe bUadngs 
aiiiue a sa(e joumeyi and when he beome the /m of Maharao 
Dual, everyone in Kuteh taiew chit dietr ruler fully deeerved 
die blessing which had come to hlzn. But the popuUr ssoriei 
which describe the rdatienship between Maharao Dsal and 
Mel^ Dada are &r from representing ehe Maharao as 4 simple' 
minded and credulous person. Ptem time to time he is shown 
IS exhibiting a healthy scepdeisffl^s. indeed, be does in the 
Jakh story. For exam^e, when Mekad Dada had taken tip his 
duds u the Maharao's spiritual adviser, the Maharao heard 
that a lady was residii^ with the saint, Amdous to inferm 
himadf about a litutailon which was eausix^ g^P^ ^ 
Maharao once presented himself before tbe saint's lodging at 
midnighT. He was forthwith admitted, but found the taint, in 
the shape of a tmy info&t, reverencing the lady as his medicr. 
The saint rebuked the Maharao: 'We are ascetica: you are a 

Emg. Pkase Dcvei come and test like this in out eWvem: you 


KCTCB TSSTfiBiDAY 


disturb our meduMion*. Tbe Mahano asked kow ke could 
r«cefv« advice in his difliculcie if he observed ihia inacnKCion; 
Mekad Dada laid bun co sei up ui idot» with appropDaCe cere* 
momea, at a particular place la fihuj, Tius idol» unde the 
goidanca of the saint, would aniwer any guauooa which were 
addressed co it betbre eight o'clock lo the morning, and would 
convey to the Miharao (he advice of Mekad Dada on any 
di£cide oucut. Tbe place where the idol used to reaide, near 
Naga Chakla. it idll remembered; but the story goes that some 
cniitake in pocedure was made which, afrec a short time, pr> 
vemed the method from working well, to that the Maharaonad 
to resort directly to Mekad Dada again. 

The aiteciacieQ of Mah&rao Desal I with popular religion, 
which iroclee like ehoae iUuiiratei was i great strength tohim. 
It ensured him che active support of rehglous orden hke the 
Kanphaisa and the Kapdiaa, u well ai of the Mualim religloiji 
fbiuCdacions wiueh he held In equal &vour. Since his popuunry 
with hli hlwtyjutis. hli other tenaaea-la-chief, and hii ordinary 
su];dee(i was also great, he found hunself as the head of som^ 
fbjftg like a urueea Kutehi nation. Tlui lituation was the more 
fortunate beeauM die Moghal Bmpire, under whose eapabloi if 
rather remote, protecdon Xutch had foe so long been sheltered, 
began to break up rapidly after the deatli of the Emperot 
Aurangseb in 170?. Not long after Maharao Dcaal's accession, 
he was coofroftted with a real danger of the kind which Kutch 
bod not blown for almost a century. The Viceroys of Gujarat 
at Ahmedabod Were becoming more and more in^pendeot of 
Imprial authority; mcressing di&uleies with the Marachse 
eocstsntly emptied their treasuries. It was only a matter of time 
before they turned to Kutch—now proeperioui enougli co 
attract outside anendon—to relieve chdr dificulcica. 

Ihe possible danger from this source had not escaped the 
aiKndon of the rulm of Rulch. The walls of Bhuj hid been 
sorngthmed and placed for anallery. This work seems to have 
been begun by hisharae God 1, Avhoae name h hnked with it; 
but Maharao Desal cerramiy added to it and probably com- 
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pitted It le wu in MtliAiaG Dtsel't evly years due dw hiD of 
Bhujii, aowii ed with its 9uke*4einpk, was fortifi e d u t 
fiirthetaidtocKedefkuesofihe capioL Tlie top wu surround¬ 
ed by « panpet wall, widi outworks to incliidc poedble points 
of vantage. The fauildirag of these deikuive works on Bbuju 
hill is popularly aaociaced with the name of Maluno Deni's 
able Devkaran Scab—the first of the funoias D/u«*w 

who. &om thu ome onwwds, play a prominent pan in Kuich 
history. In acrml faee, Dhujia hiU was already fortified be&re 
Devkarui Seek became Diwan in 1730, as die inddemi of the 
in that year prove, But even if he did not begin the 
forcficacioni. he catauily Rtengthened them when be cook 
office. The ^ crisis co^ place nearly nine yeen before be 
tfceced die Maharao’i service. Aboae 17)1, cwo yean after 
Mahano Dsel had come to the throne^ a powerful expedidOfi 
from Gujarat, tnder the eenuiumd of Kawab Keear Khw, came 
so Xuteh to demand tribute. The force carefully avoided the 
ferdficaiiooi. feiriag their ttrengcb, but ^undered widely 
through the Abdasa region, sacking Matie andocliex open nwni. 
As many people as possible withdrew into die luonghoidi of 
Bhuj and Mondvi with all theic goods, and the raid seems to 
have been disappoumng in its resolES. The Muslim hissohaas 
claim due the Viceroy'i force ddaeced the Maharoo and com* 
peiled hiffl to pay a substsnda] lom; but there is no reootd on 
the Kuleh side that the Maharao'i smd die Viceroy’s armies ever 
deihed. It seems for more probable due the Maharao, becauK 
he had been on the throne too short atime to organiee effixdva 
r^tance. either avoided contact of any kind with the invtdeis, 
or hastened their return to Gtgarat by binldog a golden bridge 
behind them. In any event. Maharao Demi knew what he had 
to expect from this lime onwards. Even so, the eeriauntii of 
ihe etisie which burst upon him seven yean later aeems to have 
surprised him. Satbulond Khan, wlio became Governor of 
Gujarat in 1713. Ibuod himself obl^ to submit to Maradu 
claims to tribute over the provi^ Anarchy iptead £ul 
Gi^arat wai ravaged by competing armis: to rorore his 
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femuo, SubuLnd Klian dedd<d (o mate a fuU^cale conguau 
of Kwch in I7J0. Thatora Kayan of Morvt wbo was sdU 
alive» offered Sarfauland Ktan i handaome reward if (ha line of 
Primal weta owed and hii own to the g»di of BhuJ 
were recognized. 

By caJdng Thatote Rayan with his expedition, Sarbuland 
Khan no doubf hoped to deraah &om Maharao Dcttl a con¬ 
siderable anu>u&( of lopport; for in ^ eyes of many people, 
(be Morrz chief was the righcfal raprasentadva Rao 
Khengai I. Buc he undereximated (he pepuladry of Maharao 
Deaal, not only with the Jad^ bAeyyedi, buc also with the 
ginuJerj who belonged (o iha Vaghek and other dans, and 
with cha Turbulaac and hard-Cghdng Miyanaa. Moreover (he 
Maharao'i pasonige both of Hindu and Mualim digniranei 
and religious foundaoens had brought (be Inhucawe of both 
&i(ha (0 his support. Sarbuland Khan, with a force of jO,ooe 
nan cronad I&eo Kuteh, probably from (he Morvi aide and 
with the atlisiance of Morvi guides familiar with the &rda 
aetou eteeb. Even so he seems to have found the passage of 
the Rana difficult and dangarooi, because MuiUm hlitoriena, in 
CKplaiftifii hla subiequant defeat, give as the rwe main reasons 
thadiffii ndcy in eroailng the Ra&n and the failure of supplies. 

Secbuland tCKan^s overwhelming force no doubt gave him 
COflfideDce, aod eorreepondlngly depreiaed (ha Malurao end 
hli advisers, The difficulty in Bhuj was money: without money 
no feudal foeae could be held together for very long. No one 
knew bow to raise the sums needed. But one of the Maharanis, 
whoK private fSorcune had greatly increajed under skilful msui* 
egemeoc, oSered her wctl^, and the services of her manager, 
to the Maharao, The Maharao sent for the manager, e Lohana 
oamed Devkuan Seth, and asked him if he could help (he 
State in the dangerous crisis which had arisen. The Seth at once 
offered to do everything neccasary if he were gives authority. 
Maharao Desal accordingly appoinad him Diwan. With die 
help of his cutofellowi Devkann Seth speedily raised enough 
money both to keep the feadal levies togediec, and to atcraa 
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every iighdng nun in RuicK to the d^oice of die apna]. 
Moreover, he provided pleney efopmm; andiMUhtuofvarioui 
secB. «dto regarded the Mahwam*t uuse with penkahr favooc, 
were eaidy penuaded to asemble in large nninbers. and to put 
their great phyiieal airengch ae the Mah&rao’i aervice, by eke 
ptotpect of oijoyiog the admulant which was their main 
eempoiaJ relaatation. 

7 ^ defenc^fbrcea were divided between eke blea of goard* 
ing Skujia fort and protecQfig the dey, the new walk ofwhkh 
were not esdrely finished. The day after dieae prepannooi had 
keen completed, the Viceroy's army appear^. The Moghal 
fbreae fieimy attacked the fort, and a sionung-Mty eonv 
manded by the Viceroy'i nephew eerried two oamoni by 
aiuiilt. Buc she next day, the garnicn made a detenoined sally, 
m which many MnUhus. fighting Marie naked, lida by side wick 
the Jadga knights, played a eompieuoui pan. The Moghal 
forces were driven out, after desperate bghdag, with the loss 
of tk^ commander, Aa soon u tlie news of this ioccbib reached 
the Maharao, who was commanding the atmy which defended 
the dey itself, he headed a charge of some thouModi of bis 
best horsemen into the heart of Sarbuland Khan's camp. The 
whole Moghal army fell Into eoahuioa. and abandoning any 
farther effort to asaanlt either 5 h^iia fort ot Bhuj eicy, retired 
to They were immediettly followed up, and metd* 

lesly hataieed by the Jadek and Mlyana cavalry, who cut e(F 
supplies, cononually raided the camp, and reduced the M^hal 
forca to great itraiu. Thakore Rayan bn heart, deserted his 
alhes, and sought pardon fiom Maharao Deaal'^who, with his 
ueual clenaeDcy, readily granted It. The loss of the Mom 
party was meet aerious to Sarbuland Rhan; without thdr 
guidance he could hardly hope to bring his fotcea aa&ly hade 
so Gujarat. Nor, indeed, did he succeed d so doing. He 
esaped himself to Radhanporbut his army suSered enormous 
losses from the close pursuit of the Rutebi horsemen and from 
the notorious hazards of the Rann. 

The suceessfol defence of Rutch against so strong a force of 
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jnvadm idded greatly tQ Mahaiao Deaal^s reputation and (be 
the remaindet ofhis mgn. whkh lasted efiecQTely until ijA^. 
although he did not die until i?]}. he Kt hiinael^co huHd up a 
sound econooiy along lines si^gested to him by Devhaian Seth. 
The Drwan acquired great ascendancy over hie master, whose 
raling passion became, with Increasing years, the accumulation 
of v^ch, Devfcaran Seth was shrewd enough (o let (he 
(evenuee of tlu Mahano'i private orates accumulate, while 
meeting the adounuiraQve eicpensei out of new sources of 
income. All this was done vdihont any irvcreaae in taxation; the 
inditianal buiineu ability of the Seth community was very 
profitably amlied to the dareedon of public afiain. Tite 
extenitoa the culuvated acca was encour^d by making 
loans 10 (armers chrougb Government agents, Iwiliar with the 
localleyi who wete appointed for every important town. Tlie 
fordiieadons of 9 ht^ hill were improved: the wall round 
9 hu| WM eocnplesed: the defencei of Attjar, Mundra. and 
Rapar were pttt in order, and these eowni were garrisoned by 
paid full*unu troops, who patrolled the lurroundiAg eoinsy- 
side and luppreeied daeolty. In order to tafeguard the com* 
merce of Kutch, the pirates who had nude Okhaxtundal their 
base were put down, and their future good beheviour was 
secured by building the fort of Kutehlgadh in thelt nei^ibour- 
hood. The fact that this ,wu kept gamsoned and efficiently 
nalnodned ori the other i^eftheC^lf. shows the strength of 
Kuteh at this tame. It was even found pesiible to recover 
Belambha and some other places in Haler. Further, the auisanee 
of loieil raidiRg^sriies from Sind, who itole acroa the Rann 
end plundered in Kucch. was dealt with by setting up a post in 
Pukat to rettrain the Sodha tribesmen; and by gamsonmg the 
old port of Rahim Bazar. The effect of all these meaiurei. 
)i is said, upon the prosperity of Kuteh was so remarkable ilu( 
the Mtherao’s aarured income ceached ootly two million 
kotis: while Devkeran Seth made nearly half u much as this 
for hinuelf. 

The posidoo of the Maherao of Kuteh up ro the ome of 
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MahAno Desall dcody tewnbled Uui oftluchKfofaK^b* 
Und clacin Seotkod. Tbe Maluno wuhud ofdiejadfija Rif* 
puc; 10 him (h« Jadejs btroiu who were Us atutt ot remorer 
rdadves owed allegiance and dary. But Us powo over dwm 
wu limited, beouie diey roo had thelt own esrttes and cheir 
ows loorce o£revenu^wfudi, reckoned (ogerher, were larger 
than Ua own. Moreover, they exereued pnvete jutiidkiion 
iitaide their estate), » that the Maharao did not even enjoy the 
ordinary profia of justice b their iaptj. The Mahajw was 
entiiled by custom to ccmtn ftanT dues from die Jadqa 
bluryyiis, as wellss to their nulitaryservice for the defence ofthe 
country, and to the euitonufy noatcm on specified oceaaens. 
In adcUtioQ, he had certain euieomery rights over who 
were not Jad^a^Va^heUs, Miytnai, ind ochec landholders, 
many of whom had bmiu occupation of their holdup from 
times prior to chejadejo occupticn efXuKh. Jut themoneeary 
value of all these cuieomary feudal dues was araallt and the only 
substandal revenue upon which die Maharao could rely came 
from his own &aily poisciiioni. These meluded die ports of 
Af^ar and Mundro, lands in Kora, Rspar and Kanthl m 
Wagad, and cettala other holdings. This revenue was qoite 
enJfidsit for Ui own needs: but wholly insufTident to main¬ 
tain anything like an adminiieraeive machine. Yot the prosperity 
ofKutdi, die welfare of die people, and, indeed, the general 
preservation of law and order, came to depend more and more 
upon serviea which only the Maharao*! Goveromoie could 
simply. Prom all of these lervkse, his Jadqa clansmen, hie ocher 
chkfi, and the peoj^e ai large derived great bwefit. Yet 
(hey made no real contributiea to the ccets. 

As the eighteenth esntory went on. the posslton became 
more and more impossible. Maharao Demi I realised due 
dearly, and no doubt it is the explanation of his oiudety to 
etnas fjiuincul reserves vdiich would give him the meensto 
develop his own tesources and thus mahe huruelf more 
indepetidene of the goodwill of die hh^yytJs. bi order to 
achieve tins aim, he relied more and more apon Devkaran 
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Seth; zni this opened the way (m a bresdi with Priaee Lal^ho. 
the hde-appatent, who resented the eminence yriiich the all- 
pcw^iil Diwan had accained. There were duher rurooun 
ako: DerWas Sed) was suspected of undue Amilianty with 
Ponce Ukho's mother, the Maharaoi whose manager and con¬ 
fidant Devkaran S«h had heoi before he entered the Mahano'i 
lerviee. The Prince had a fine reputation as a soldief: his ikili 
and bravery had played a notable part in the defeat of Sarbu- 
laad in 1730:there was no place fbt him in Kuieh so 
lonj aa Devkacan Seih and die Mahano ihwed aU the power 
between tbero. Ukho, u it cuitomafy with hein apparmt 
everywhere, b^ » fotm a paicy of hl» own among the 
younger hhaypidi and among all thoec who had any reason to 
dalike either the Maharao or the Diwan. It was to the mteten 
ofthh parry to fomeai bad blood between father and son, and 
beeweea Ukho and the Diwan. The Prince was oitenmioui, 
&e><hand«d. and inclined to cxtravagance^-quelldee which 
conttaited wjth the lolid if la* engegmg train of the Maharao, 
who may h*ve begun to outlive some of hit original popularity 
with hit adopboQ of habin of extreme economy. The clash 
came wha the Maharao cut down lui lon’i jpenoaal allovr- 
ancei. In disgust, Prince Uhho left BhuJ. and announced hu 
intention of takmg Krrice with the Maharona of Udaipur. 

A reconediatton was arreoged: Prince Ukho rensmed, and 
hu allowances were restored. But he had now formed me 
opinion that Devkaran beth was hii Implacable enemy, and he 
determined to reniove him. There was no lack of willing asai^ 
uno: the Dlwan's long spell of power had exdted much 
jealouiy. A riot waa staged ontside the Seth's house: as soon as 
he Sallied out to dlaco^ the cause, he waa cut down by an 
aflasain. So died a notable adminuuseor, who had done much 
CO bring hu maitec's tesourca to a level at which daey could 
sustain the burden of providing Kutcb with at least the el> 
nieius of a govenunental Duchiae. ^ 

Hie murder of Devkaian Seth took place in 1738: three 
years later the ouster whom he had served so well waa deprived 
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of ucHoriry, Ii j; uncgwain whether Prince T jVlin hA<i {ram ibe 
£ist planned Co die ekrone, and had arnttged &r che 
aasaaanation of the Diwan aa a ttep eowarda his prindpal o^ 
jecdve; or whether he discovexed chat, k> long as his father 
retained powc, there was a dangec char his enemies would 
persuade che Maharao eo avei^ die crime if opportunicy 
should cficx. The PrioceS immedute tbilowen, wdio could not 
claim the isniDuoity vdiidi the blood-royal cooferrad. would 
douhtlaa press for the MaharaoV depo&don to protect them¬ 
selves from che ceniequencea of the deed. Whaeever its im¬ 
mediate motives, the wup was long and dlevetly planned, and 
executed without hloodihed. Prince Lakho approached hii 
{whet so humbly, and hc^ed for foegivenesi with sudi earnest- 
nets, that the Maharao was persuaded to prdon him; and ou^ 
vaidly normal reladona were restored between fiithar and son. 
Two yean had peiied: the Maharao was lulled into secursry. At 
last he consent^ to attend an entertainment at hii son*i house, 
along with all his immediate circle of courtiert Prince L«kho, 
at die head ofa large bend of lUiadhtfena, recaived hit &thrr 
with every mark of tcsMCt, and uihered him site the dining 
hall. No feed appeared. Afm a long delay, and the klus of 
repMted orden, Prince Lakho excused Himself on the pretext of 
finding out why the dinner was so long in arriving. As he left 
the Kail, the dwi were shut, and the Maharao and hit sd- 
berenu were seised and bound. As soon as they had been 
dfcctively secured, Prince t^VkA assumed full powers, while 
the Maharao vrai eonfioed to kii quarters, but wis not other¬ 
wise molested. 
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Ki A e A SA o lAKMO wu duTty^our yean old ia 1741, wbui 
be deprived his 6tbet of euchoriry; buc Kueeb hueorijns do not 
dace cho beginning of hk rngo luuil 1752, whei Msbsiao 
Dsat died. Id fact, however, hebec&me ehe ruler Won£e: and 
the changxvec cook plAce so quietly cbac it most bare been 
generally welcomed as well as carefully prepared. Lakha's 
Aoiboruy was everywhere roragnized; only at Mandvi was 
there some before the eocoraAndane of cbe garrison 

dunged his-aD^ufiee. Before long, che Piince*i posidon was 
10 strong dm he fdc able co allow hk &dur all reasooable free¬ 
dom and A en^slisbineDt in which che Maharao lived 

and died peaceably: buc Desel*i ertMti^gt was broken up, and 
his ecificipal courders were sene, buc wicboui any ocher reseramt, 
to ^iiciDC pvu of Kuceb. Ihe burning oeasury, w^iicK Lakho 
eomroUed, no doubt helped to persiude many of chose who 
ini|bc oiberwiie have quesdoned ehe displacemenc of the 
freber by che son; buc some of che Ibe/yed, secure in chdr fbrci, 
were leas eompJacenc. Thakor Sumra, of T«a in Abdasa, was 
particularly outspoken, and Lakho derermined to bring hire to 
beel.Thereic ofchebbeyyadandvaiials were iiiounooed, anda 
force, well supplied wim artillery, wm tenc agaiuc Tera. There 
was nathbg unuioal abaoi this procedure; Tera €on was 
strong, and do ooe expected anythreg much to happen to 
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Tlukor Sumn, >vho would doubdo* apologne m due come 
And be fo^veo. But u ucexpecred element vru uurodueed 
into iKe ntuuioa by Lakbo't enillery. Ibu wai die produce of 
(he new ceanoivdbiAdry mc up. eJong European lines, by (he 
farnooi engineer !Um S^h MaUmi wboM skill Lekho had 
been quick to reeegnine. Tm deoage ioAicKd upon Ten (bet 
by these wum» wau so great due in fill seemed inevicsbie, 
The bht^ei became alarined. If a imall difference of opinion 
with eke MaJierao was punished in (hU way, wbac would 
become of other Jadga chiefcainat Accordingly, they chree^ 
eaed the gunnen (who are laid to have come from outsde 
Kutch) dut they would be tailed if they maintained such a 
devastating fue. The siege then took the course tanctioiied by 
custom: (he walls of the fort resuauied incact. and (no douk 
after ac apology had been nude) die fbrea of BhuJ withdrew. 

Mabaroo Lakho. cosuDonly called *Lakhpa^i\ ww a of 
considerable ability and viaion, who has left his mark upon the 
history of Eucch. He has been sharply moozed by Kotchi 
wiuers for his mravagance and for his capridoisnee; but 
there is little doubt that he deliberately deoded to create the 
rasdeudons of a formal court at Bhi^ in orda to demomiraie 
the difference between a Maharao of Kutch and even the most 
powerful and wealthy of the Jadga bfr^od. He kept great 
state and his ceremonial durbon were splendid oceaaoaa. He 
was clever aough to realise that the Moghal Empire, even in 
its decay, wu sull recognized at the fount of honour: and in 
t7}7* by emphasizi&g Ruteh*i tradidonal services to the Kij 
pilgrims viaiting Mecca, and by nuking judidoui preseoes of 
the fiunoui fCudd breed of houea to the shadowy Bmperer 
Aliingir IT, then reigning, bur not ruling, la DeQu, lu obniaed 
the royal title of Mine Maharao, and die covered, ancient 
insignia of the Mahi Montjb. the premier deeoracion In the 
gift of the House of Timur. Hvoe can be no doubt chat these 
marks of Inpetial recognition, of the kind confined only 
upon reigruM soversigQS. were valued by the Maharao mainly 
fbrmsons ofpurelylocal pTcsc^. (ih true that he weal through 
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die modora of mcerfeanig m Sindlii—and bence of aU- 
—politiB, by annouacing pieptncioiu fei as attack on 
Tuta, (aow pate of iba aiapire of Ahmad Shah Dumni), after 
Kcuriog promiaee of support from die Peuhwa aod the 
Gaikwit, who welcomed die tncepocr of a divosionaiy asack 
upon their great rival. BueMaharaoLakkowaibyehiidmerDo 
infim, and probably coo prudau, co undertake such aa 
adveoture lericuily: uid nothing came of ii. 

The great natuca] intelligence of the Maharao was shown by 
his eunoBty about the ouaide world and wfaat was happening 
there. He welcomed foremen at hie court, and hii hoapitalicy 
was ilwaya open to cravellen from foreign cooncrlei. Fortune 
brought CO bun a man after hit own beatt in the penoQ of due 
remarkably venaale geniua, Ram Sii^ MaLam whoae abiding 
ln£uanc« can still be traced la lo much that ii eharaeceriicic 
of Kurchi architecture, enamel work, jewdlery, dle-'work and 
Intehor deeorarion. Ram Singh, nickaamed The Navigator, 
lewBj to have been bom at Okhamaadal about the baglnnins 
of the eighteenth century. He was a Waglia by caste, and 
followed the sea from very early years. In tho course of die 
voy^ CO Africa, while be was idlJ a lad, he suffered ihij^ 
wreeki and wet rescued by a Dutch ship which wai making its 
way back to the Netherlands. After many adventures, which 
included beachu ofr* an attack by pirates, the vessel, with Ram 
Singh on board, safely reached its home pert In fiurope, The 
yoemg Ksthiawsdi had a natural talent for using his hands; he 
became an expert in the die work, the glass^hlowing, and the 
enamel work for which the Dutch craftsmen were frmous. 
He abo leaned dock-maksig, designing of buildifiga, and 
iC 0 Qe><arviDg, after die European fr^on, as well as the el^ 
ments of foundry work and giBwaidng. He stayed in Europe 
for some eighteen yean before he decided to return to India. 
By this dme he was a man of chirry. Somewhat eanirally, his 
first thoi^bt was to go home and seek a patron among the 
Rathiawad Princes. But they were not inrereated m the aro 
which be practised, and he suffered a series of duappohumciu. 
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As he had some kinsfolk ia Mandvi, be decermined to go cbm 
as a Uat more. 

He foond at Maadvi t reception vduch exceeded his hopet 
The dry y>aa posperous and a resort of naden; ii contained 
people who coaid understand and appreciate lUm Singhs 
abU as a cniwnun, as a deiigrtec, as an engineer. Before long, 
his repaeation reached Prince tattle who about this tunc had 
displaced hia fache, Maharao Detal, from the exercise of ruling 
power*. LAkhe at once took Ran Si^ under Us paaoisage, 
gave hirn a workihop in the Palace, and summon^ the hw 
erafosmen in gold and elver from all over Kutch to learn from 
him the art of enamelling. Magniileent spedneos of thk art 
luU exist, and are highly priied as coUeceor'i pieco. For more 
than a century and a half after Rana Singh’s dead), the adiool of 

enamel work which he founded remained fiunov all over 
India. In the first half of the present century, the eradnioa 
decayed: the arc waa esaeccially a Coun luxury, and with the 
lack of patronage resulting foom changed economic dreuxa- 
itaacei, it inevlubly cheapened inelf to leek wider matkecsi so 
that the enamel work on tale eo^ayin Bhi{( and Mandvi hears 
very little reaemhlanee to the show-pieca erutsd by Ram 
Sin^ and his luecaeaors. 

Maharao Lekho believed ao firmly io Ram Singh'a mpahll> 
idea that ha lent him twice beck M fiurope toperiect hk know¬ 
ledge of glaa^meking and of iron founding; and on ihc hut 
occaiion, Ram Singh took with him a number of Kuichi 
apptenticea for higher instruetjonin fiurope. The perty are laid 
TO have visited Vaeica and Auerna. among other places: and 
when they retorned, they brought with them a number of very 
uaefiil skills. A glaai foarory was set up near Mandvi, where 
auiobte sand was found. A die foetory was ako established. 
Watches and clocks on the fiuiepean model were made m 
Kutch. An iron foundry began to Cum out T^llfSf 
Ram Singh, secure in the lavoor of Maharao Lakho, pralded 
over all these activioes with extraordinary aocceas. It say* much 

both for his cecepdoaal ability and for his devotion to his work 
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(bu no one *tt jeftloos of turn; he surriTed all the paLac&l 
Double v/hich swept otct Euedi duriag hie kea yass. and 
<i i^ at a great age, acdve co the last, oa die pleasant estate near 
Mundn wfaidi be bad been given. 

Pam Singh has left on indelible impieiuoD uponEuccbi an 
and aichjtecnm. He never forgot bis early apprendceshlp In die 
Necherlanda and in all tbe many buildings which he daigned— 
from (he palace at Mandvi to the tomba of Mabaiao Deul and 
Mabarao Lakho outside Shui-^ introduced hia characcedidc 
sigTwmauul, die figures of the JoUy Dutch 'prentice-lads, 
rolsienag with wifu-bottle and eup, from whom he bad 
leemed hh craft in Kolknd. But even without these, there 
would be BO mistaking (he work wliieh he and hia pupUi 
esceciued. Goda, dancing-girls, eleplunts, sJUgatora. dovren, 
domestic animda, are depicted with admirable firobnese and 
Tigbtir. The naturalism of contemporary fiurope and the 
medeuloui df 11 to which Dutch artisa and sculptors attached 
so nueh importance, are blended harmonlouily with the 
asscer-teuch which Kutch had Mvet lost sinee the great 
ertiitie m of Lakbo TulsAi and Punvro eight hundred yean 
earlier. Though small if} eompahioA with many of the better 
known atehiteciunl nuaterpiecea in ocher parts of Indisi. and 
sadly ruined by the earthquake shodu which have overtalten 
y hfm from das to timn, mesa buildings of Ram Slogh have a 
quality all their own which is a refreshing iUuitratloTi of whet 
^ genius of India and the crafcamanihip of Europe can 
achieve. 

The great masterpiece of Ram Singh u the Hall of Mirrors, 
io die Old Palace. The walls are of white marble, covered with 
isirron separated by gilded onumoiB and die hall is lit by 
elaborate pendant candelabra, wiib •Via^Ni of Venetian glass, 
many of which were brought to Bhuj by Ram Singb himself 
The most remarkable fealore, howeve, is the &ct that with 
die exception of a oarrow walk near the walls, the entire floor 
of the hall is a pleasur^^ol, lined with the '•hina ales whidi 
Ram Siagh manukcaired. Prom the middle of the pool risa 
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a sqaar« (o whidi accas u ^ned by soaitow taised 

walk. Tlw Hall of Mirrou u eti the second floor of (he Old 
Palace; bur Run Singh devised mgemoui pumps and liphou 
to raise up wacet ro fill the pleasure-pool. a^ to operate ibun- 
tains wkick cast spray in an Intricote vaiiery of patreru, cherm* 
ing the eye and cooling the air. Even m the hat of the Eue^ 
summer day, before the rains have broken, (he Aioa Mahal u a 
pleaiant re&ge. With entrance agairut the glare, 

dust and burning vnarld otutide. Ih by the lighi of many 
candles, and cooled by the suiroundinc water and by the 
spraying fbuniami, the central platform fonrw a rcAige which 
affords a cetnaekable aacidparion of the solaces of modem 
air-condiooning. It was here that Maharao lakho composed 
the poems which are still read; waiehed the dandng^rls 
whece classical are his paeromge did so much eo revive and 
listened eo the Bards and Charaos who had perfected theix 
study of VfiJ Bhsn in the college which he founded. Arid all 
aroiuid (he Kail of Mirrors are the evidaiees of lUm Singh’s 
ingenuiey and of the friendship whkb boimd him to hli patron. 
The small scare ipertmene, carpeted wish axQUislte Kusw dlk 
embroidery, tet walls panelleo h^ widi tM same prieelaaa 
febrki, itill coneaina Mahatao LsJtho’i bed. on which lie his 
sword and buckler. It is filled with a curioui eiiscellaneou 
eelleetion of o 1 ;dect»->chimlag dock*—Dutch, Sngliih or 
Frerteh: cclaeial globes; some antique piccuro: mechaaical 
(oyii glass and diiaa all eofloeeted in some way with Raai 
Si]^ and with the arts and crafts which he introduced so 
socceasfuUy into the land of hh edoprion. On the walls of the 
carridot which nicrounds the chamber, are a variety of 
patneings. some European SAd many Indim. Bighceench cen> 
tury cartoons hy Hogarth, and portraiD of rudt notabilities aa 
(he Empess Catherine the Great ere arranged m close proK> 
imicy ro pamcmes of much histonceliuterestd^Hceing the fonnal 
diarbars of Muarao Lakho and of his succeisois. A cudota 
chaxactensuc is the occasional mtroduedoo of real gems into 
the ear-ring or necklace oo the painted lurfece of a poruait. 
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Some Ekifopcsn viaiioTs £uve reauibed upon eke iceongniicy 
of (be colkcQQiu buc la iaeerest lies in the bkod of European 
utj [jidus artucry whkb ii rypical of the cultural invulse which 
Raid Singh gave (o Kutek—a sue tbrecanner of much that 
wu to happen on (be wider etage of India a good deal Ueer. 

Tku noukle effort to introduce an induicrul revolution inu> 
Kucck, alikojgh it lefclegada ofpennanoe aniiQc vaJoe both 
to Kutch and to India, wu in tnany waye premaeme. Only in 
Kutek. partly vokted from eke fearful corapeddon for 
powee to which ebe hreaJe-up of the Moghal Empire ww 
evpeaing India, could it have had even a chance oftakoiffhold, 
let alone lurviving, Eefiore long, Kutek itaelf waa to be Srawn, 
ina oiannerfrtal to its own peaeeful progreai, into die itrugglet 
which raged outside. la the drcumataacea. (he wonder ii that 
10 muck of whae lUm Smgb aad Makarao Laltho achieved 
kcTween (hem managed to lait, and eo inspire ffadldeni of 
•killed ctafismaiuhip which can be need eo diia dey, alekough 
in shape lomeumea adly deeahorated, in Kutchl embroidery, 
in Kutehi carviag and io Kucdii meeal work. 

The COR wu enormous. The Aina Mahal alone aeeouneed 
fbf eghc million kerii; (hat was only one of du many ancei^ 
prises which the Maharao and lUcn Singh urtdetlook together, 
There were many otko buUdlngij there were the faeeorim, 
ihcce were the voyages abroad, there were the wages of the 
ikiUed erafesmen, ehm wete the coady irapotta. It la imall 
wonder (bat the burden was eoo great for die oooiparouvely 
•mall reaouiCS which wete all that the Maharao could com* 
mand in the aemideudal sociecy of Kutch, that the reaervei left 
by Mahaiao E>esil soon disappeared, that Maharao lekho was 
perpetually at ha wit's end for noocy. His need for it accounts 
for nuny of the lets creditable ejnaoda in his ronarkable rdgo. 

It was obvious to the Maharao that the aervicea of a ttained 
CoancKT were iadispcnaabJe. Devkaraa Seth was dead by an 
asoMin s hand; but hk son. Punja Seth, had inhoited bb great 
ability. In ipite of Maharao Lakbo'i share in the father's 
murder, the son was persuaded to accept office as Diwao, dm 
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efireriog upon along and ceupectnoiai pelickal came whkb vaj 
dutmei to inBicf grave injury tfpob State. Piinja SetK first 
held o6ic«, however, only for five yean, (lu laid that he wudi^ 
miced b e cavBC of his fulise go meet che Mahaiao'i uuaoaHe 
denuttd for money; but k aeemi more probable that bij muter 
lujpecced him offeatbering hia own sni too well: ibc the mw 
Diwan, a Bania named Rupsl Shah, waa permirred to arrett 
Puoja Seth and hit munediatesubordinacei, and to toicure them 
unTU they made over large atimi of money. Punja Seth wai 
hepriopmon lor four yean; but I^upai Shah failed iahii turn 
to laojfy the Maharao’i finandal requiremenB and the Seth 
wai reatoted to office. Hu teco a d term m Diwan waa no becKr 
&ted than Kii fint; before long he wu diitruMed and replaced 
by Gordhan Mehta, ftom chu period, Punja Sedi became, for 
ai long aa he lived, the leormy petrel of Kutthl policca 
Ke deeply reienGed the leeond diimiMl, the more lo ai 
Gordhaa Mehti, havutg loeeeeded in latufying the Mahaiao 
and reraining power, waj In an apMrendy lecure pciicioa. 
while he hinuelfwai eendemned to obeeurerecireBKni. Before 
long, however. Punje Seth'i reetleu embiiton perceived a fteih 
avenue of advancement He anacbed hireiett Go the young 
Prince God, who wuMaharoo Lakho^ionly legiomaieion end 
the hetfHpperenc. The Mtharao had leaned the lewoo of hk 
own youth, and had made over to God die important Gown of 
Mimdri, which lupplicd him with ample revenua for the 
upkeep of hia dignity, fiu: God^a mother, die Mahanni, 
became aeriouily eatni^d from her huaband, no doubt dia> 
liking hia patronage of dancing girb. which wu by no meani 
conioMd to the encodragement of their art Mahano 

Lakbo bad many miitmaea and akoiG of iHegitimato childrai; 
the Mahanni, fearing that God would be let akdeiB favoor of 
some aoc of a eoacubine, encounged him ro claicn a ahace ui 
hi] fitther*] autboticy which would his position as heir 

beyond doubt Punja SOtb became the adviser and confidant of 
God and che Mshaxani; and undo his expat guidance, the 
Prince'] ^ccon became formidable. Mahano Lakho, offended 
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by che Prince’s pRGefutons, dciinitdy uid Anally rduMd him 
any share in the managemmc of the State, which was being 
eonpeienily conducted by Gocdhan Mehta. Punja Seeh now 
a cotip which was designed both co establish his own 
aaceadiAcy over the Prince and hu mothet, and to ruin 
Gordhan Mehta. He persuaded God and the Maharau to d^ 
the Mahaiao. (o leave Bhuj, and to retire to Mundra. But before 
this move was made, Punja Seth laughi and was granted a 
private interview with the Diwan. He carefully drew public 
acKneioD to hh vuii in order co mahe sure that reports of k 
would be carried to the Maharao; then, with every appearance 
of secrecy, and behind carefully shuttered windows and bolted 
doors, he contrived to detain Gordhan Mehta for two hours In 
coavecaaiioD which had no bearing at all on the differencei 
berween Maliarao Lakho and his wife and ion. Having sewn 
the iced of miiuadersunding. Pmja Seth withdrew and aeeom* 
panied the Maharanl and the Prince in their clandestine flight 
to Mundra. The Mahano was greatly enraged and, learning of 
Punja Seth's 'lacres' interview with Gordhan Mehta a Uw 
hours b ef o r e the departure of the party, suspected hll Diwia 
ofeomplidryifl theafliir and order^ hb execuaoa. [t was then 
the cun of P.u^ Shah to become Diwan again for a short 
time; bat he fuad, as b ef ore, to sadafy the Maliarao, and was 
toon displaced. 

The new Diww wsa Tuludai, a courtier who was often 
trusted with confidential businea*, but wbe had little exper- 
ieiee of idmimsttatioa. At the tirae whea Mahaxso Lakho 
cherished the idea of intervening in thepolitua of the mainland 
by attacking Tafta, with the support of die PeiiHwa and the 
C aekwat, Tulsidai had been despatched to the court of Kabul 
to enlist the help of Ahmad Shah DuuanL Ahmad Shah, who 
had his own reasons for favouring the cQtespnse. received 
Tulsidas very gradouly and promlsel every help and rapport. 
At this ome, Lower Sind was pasaiog through very trouUous 
times. The Xalhora firmly had begun co build op their power 
there in the sevenceemh century, and had themselves 
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focmidabU enough m secure recognidon from eke Empooc 
Auru^b u Moghal feodstorifis. WKcq Nadir Shah swooped 
down upoc Delhi in 1739, and akaiteied the Use aaces of 
MogbaJ power, Siad and all the farmer Moghal proriiutt war 
of the Indus were mcorporaeed in the Persian Empire. The 
KalUora Princes reaisced Perstan auckooty; and after Nadir 
Shah's death, continued 10 resist Ahmad Skah Durram, to 
whose iiserainry Sind kad pesed. In 17J4, Ahm ad Shah 
Diutani inveded Smd and collected tribute by force; buz 
Muhammad Murad Yar Klun Kalhora, iriio )ud made kis 
lubrnssaion to the Durrani monuch. was overthrown in 1737 
by kii brother, GhuUm Shah Kaibora. He proved 1 rductsw 
veisal; and Ahmad Shah Durrani, wishing to make diAeiild« 
for him. eagetly fell in with \hc fuggcwon that Meheteo 
Ulcko should attack Tbtta. Ae had been pMced out before, it 
scesv doubefol whether MaHarw Ukhei'i ineerats were ever 
seriously eageged in the venture; but ao doubt he was gratified 
by the promisei of support which he had received ftom such 
powerfU prinea as the Feishwa, the Gaekwar, and the 
Dtmni King. It was therefore natural for tlie Maharao to take 
Tulsidu into higli &voiir when he returned luccesifuUy ftom 
his embassy to the Kabul court, and to appoint him Diwan. 
But ndthet the Maharao aorT\i]iidaa reeli^ bow much harm 
would come to Kutek beesuee of the enoiity of ^ ulam Shah 
Ralkora, who took very ill tkia ptojeceed Intoventionof Kurck 
ate Sindhi pelicics, even though it eventually came to nothing. 

Prince God nd his mother, having made good their retreat 
to Mundra, set up what was m d!ect an indepeudeot domialon 
in d efi ance of ike Maharao's aotboriry. Puaja Seth, as their 
prmcipel adviser, fomd Himself once again in a poetdon of 
Inluence. But it was his mtsforrane that Pnnee was by 
nature capriooui and ufigovemafale^-characomsilcj which 
were to make him, when he became Maharao, the moct un* 
popular and (he lease esteemed of all the rulers ofKutchia the 
judgment of poscericy. He tefoaed to give Punja Seth hit entire 
conisdence, and, as a countetpoise to the micistei’i ability and 
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e:yerienea, cook into iavoaf ooe Miru Amir Beg, * man 

o£ good &nuiy bui q( unpiuidpled charaoer. Before long 
Fiino God «is presed for money: (he revennci of Mundia 
were iniulGcjene co sdppore a cook end ike allo^vallce which 
Maharao LaJcho had made co fui con wu naeunlly cw off. 
There were many wealthy mercKante is Mundra; die crsding 
elemenc wu imponanc. Had the litiMdoo keei prudently 
Kindled by the experienced ?unja Sech, money would no 
doubt have bees fonheoming. But Prince God wu im« 
pacieiu: he waned funds at once. An opportuniry leemed co 
preieac icielf when Shah Madanji, a merchanc whoie wealth 
bad made bun fmov ooe only in Mundra, buc chroughoui the 
whole of Kucch. cuddsnly died. Many of the greaceic merchanu 
front ocher mrcs of the idngdem came to Muudn co convey 
their eondoleneei, and to cake pare in the moundng eer^ 
monialii Mlm Acnir Beg, with deplorable irreiponaibiKry, 
persuaded Prince God co close che gaeei of the city upon che 
viacon, and to decairt chem until they bad paid bea^ raniom. 
Thii ouengeous action, aleheugb it orougbe in large somi of 
BMney« abo brought laufiorrune upon me Prince. Mehaiao 
Ukbo anched greet impoctanca to the well-bemg of che 
metebant eommuniry. ‘'X^en their eomplakiti came before 
him, he delermined to take draieie action agairue hli lOo. He 
dsapetched a foRC against Mundra to bring Prince God co 
bii MU9. Bat the hvM, mihuig hb way out of che dry, fled 
to Morvi, where he vrai welcomed warmly and given aMU> 
cases. Accompanied by some Morvi soldiers, he returned co 
Musdra, and Compelled the Maharao's forces to raise che siege, 
which had been managed either very incompetenrly, or wicb* 
out doe cautioo, by Tulsidas. Both the Maharao aad cbe 
Prince, however, were coo sensible to push to ee&emcs a feud 
which eoold ooly bene6t ibeir common ecemiea and before 
long, terms were arranged betw e en cbem. Prmce God returned 
to his obedience and was allowed to retain Mundra. The 
victim oftbe bargain was Punja Sslb, who was diiisiased 6om 
the Prince's houshold and scot iaco retirement to Abdau. Here 
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]j£t Vx A m e so diAIcule ibc him, Uckms prateaioD aa he did, 
dut he (ought re&ge u length mJunAga^, a duppoimed nuo. 
MahtfAO LAkho hid never forgiven hiin fix the in thgue whidt 
required in the death oC Gordhan Mehta: Priiue God waa un> 
willing to forgo the advaneige to be fAined by ucriiidng him. 

Maharao fekhn wba by this (1760^1) a very Ack 
man. whose diiorden were ascribed by eoneemponiia to his 
profligate bAbUa, He U said nevo to hAve risen undl four 
o^dod in the afeomoon. and go have mrusted the a/Tain of 
ehe kingdom go mworchy, and even » ditrepaable, miniiceti. 
Whac JuiQce there ouy be m these itrkcurei is not euy to 
determine, Ku way of life, and. b parviculu, his patronage of 
poeo. daneu^ girla, and other 'outsiden* to the Cow circle 
ao doubt o&tded the snic^laced; hii poetic gifo. the songs 
which he wiMO. and his d^he in the compuiy of lUm 
Singh and odier wlddy-travellM and inteUieent peopki were 
too uouiual in a reigning Mahoiao to appeal to w eenaerva- 
Uve ooUUcy. At the lame rime, there is ao evidence that 
public a&in were in confioioc. He had found an able Diwui 
injivan Seth, who had been trained in the school of Devkaran 
and of Punja. la spite of the Malurao'i lavish expendinue, 
taxation waa low. trade ftouhahed and the land revenue ia> 
created. The policy of new settlement proved brilliantly 
soeecasful: for example. Lakhpet yielded aa annuAl sura of 
too.oeo koris foon ric^ultivaaen alone. Moreover, in ipite 
of the mismanagement of the siege ofMundxa. the Maharao’a 
forces were suflieuntly strong to commend hurt to the Peish^. 
the Gaekwat, and Ahmad Shah Dumru as an ally worth COB* 
cdiAting, while uuide Kutch, he was supreme. >x 4 eii the chief 
of Dfaamacka, relying on the Maham’s poor health aod 
apparent abaorpboo in ORittac activiaei. bullied and oppressed 
the tenants of one of the royal eatates. he was read a iharp 
leasoa. Maharao Lakho despacehed a force against him which 
^oicUy captured Dhamatka and rased its forpAcations to the 
groimd. The only acouarion of feebleoeas that can be sedouify 
held againstMahaiaoLakho is the decline ofKuteh influence in 
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Sifid and Parkar nfudi fallowed on the abandomnatf of 
Emcb losenintf ovet Virawil and ocher ports. Too liuJe ii 
known about eke arcumscancea ofekia withdiawaj lo jusetfy io 
aacripdon to eke Maharan’s misirtanagemmi; m view of die 
power which Ghulam Skak. Kalkota wu now orercuuig in 
Sind, cbe pons may have been indefmsikle without the land 
of major operation which Maharao Lakho u biown ro have 
been cuiiempUhng, but which nevtf materuiiaed. It may be, 
indeed, chat the lestonrion of the tfuna of Virawal to tbe 
Soda chief who wu its former owner—a nep talcen on the 
advice of Pimja Seek—was m realiry both prudent and politic. 

On hit death-bed, eke Makano went £ir tojuicify elU feari 
which Prince God and hia meeker had long harboured. He 
cried kard to persuade Kii military o ffic ea siguficmcly 
enough, He doea net aeem to have worried about hit eivUun 
fanctionariea to accept one of kli illegiomate children, 
probably Hansuigh, as hb eucceasor. They refused and lenr 
meseengen to Prince God in Mttndn to come imraediately to 
Bhuj. Makarae Lakho expired before bis heir arrived; the 
Prince found all hll &cker*i olTicsab, dvil and milidcy, u well 
as the UayyW and the other impMeentfeudacotMe, gathered to 
aeehim him, ei he ascended the x«df with the title ^ Maharoo 
Gcd U. The late Mafaaiao's ashes found their reacicg-plaee in 
eke magnificetit Myitri deatgned for him by his fnend and 
protf gd Ram Singh—a buildkig which still stands se one of the 
meet notable aehievenwsiQ of Kutch'i architecture. No 
Mahaiaai followed him to his pyrt; bue fifteen of the dancing 
giHs, whose petmo and protector he had been, sacrificed them- 
selves as ttiU. and thus established his claim to the noble dome 
wfakk surmouoQ his cowta^. 

Maharao God I( was twenty-six years of age in 1761, when 
he nicceeded kis tathee; end ro begin with, he made few changa 
in tbe machinery of admioistraaon. Impressed with the abikty 
ofjivat) Seth, he continued Kim m office, regardleai of the feet 
ingi of Pusja Seth. That ambitioui man was convinced that 
the death of Maharao lakho would bring about a decisive 
IAS 
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unproTcsncntin hi2 foreunes. Had he aoe been ihe cpoddentul 
adTUec of the new niler for manj yean^ War ootjivan Seth, 
Maherao Lekho’s Diwod, a pupil and former rdbordmate o£ 
his own. as well aa of his fathCT Deekeren t Suinfy Jivan would 
see to u that his old maseer^s deinu were not ovetli^edf With 
a light heart. Punja set out &om Junagadh on his long rood to 
BhuJ. But he had reckoned without ewo fooors. Mahareo 
God's dcklfncw aitdjivan't ambition. Uneasily conaaoua that 
he could not match Pis^a in ability or expehenee, Jivu pet« 
siiaded the Maharoo to lefose to tee Paoja. and to forbid the 
former Diwan to enrar fihuj. or even to drink warer before 
rumiag his beck opon the wills of the capitaL Dieitfly mon^ 
ded. Pivm redied to Waged, intending these to settle Kisfoture 
couiK o^aeoon. If the worn boppeneZ he could £nd reh^e n 
Ferkar; for he knew rhat Ohulam Shah Kalhora would give « 

warm welcome to any enemy of the Kutch Govemmem. which 

had shown iridf a potential source of danger to tlw Sind 
Kingdom. But Punja wu ao( yet ready re abandon his ez- 
pectadons of the h 4 hino’i fovour; hopdng against hope, he 
halted at Ksnthkot. Ke found, however, that the eKie£ a 
Uiewiid was not willing to give efienee to cha Mahano by 
harMnring an eadle: he was OMgd to seek refoge ai Jatavida- 
Meanwhile, jivan. no doubt raliaing. too late, the folly of 
leaving at large an offended Ratesmen of Pui^ s amblclon and 
ability, despatched a body of horse to arreae the fi^ttive. The 
squire ofjatavada, true to the tradieioni of Rajput hospitslicy, 
but unable to defy the royal avalry, smuggled Punja safely out 
of Kutch and across the Rann to Vinwal in Paxkar. 

Here PiaJs found himself safe foom hit enemiee, for the 
chieftain, who owed hii resaondoa to Punja's own deeiiion, 
welcomed him warmly. Punja’s course was now dear; he felt 
char he hadnodiing tohope foe from Mahano God, so all that 
remained to him wu rcvoige. For thb Ghulam Shah Kalhora 
was the obvious icstnime&t and it so happened that the path 
lay open because Gidomal, Ghulam Shah’s Diwan, was a 
caste-fellow of Punja himself. Correepondence was quickly 
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op«ne<i between ihem. Ghulam Shah waa not the nua co 
the oppominry of secunng ibe services of someone so well 
aojuaiDCed with Eutchi afairs ti Puaja Seek. He kdc Pui^a a 
coidial ioviuaon to vihc him id Hyderabad, aloog with a 
present of a choieand gold mohoci to meet his expenses, a 
paJuk^uio la ease his joomey. aod an escort oTa hundred men CO 
enable him to travel in a manner befitting his rank. 

When Funja &ech reached Hyderabad, Ghulajn Sbah Ralhora 
received him with every mark of honour and took him into 
doM eonfideoce. Doubcleaa he qiseationed him In detail about 
the scuadon in Kutch, and, in partieolar, abode the prospects 
that Maharao God U would revive the dai^esoui combinaiaen 
agMBSt Smd which Mabano Lakho had h^ed. It is not hard 
to undcfjund che way in whi^ the mind of the Sindhi King 
was working. A hoftile Kueeh was always a potential peril; on 
the othet hand, there was no hope of embodying Kuceh per- 
matunUy in the Kingdom of Si^. For one ehiag, Kutdi wu 
too strong eo be held down: even if the Mabaraob forces could 
be defeated, the ^hayyad and the great B,^put feudatories, 
leeure in their strongholds, could never be eSachvely reduced 
to permanent sobmiiiion, Farther, ehe lUnn, althou^ it could 
be eroaaed by a properly equipped expedition, was too for* 
midable an obicade to ordlnai^ commiffueaeiosa to permit 
Kutch to be adminwered fiom Sind, Hie best coucm, ther^ 
fore, seemed to be to win the fnendihip, or at least the neuaaj- 
ity, of Kutefa by an alliance between w ruling Houses. What 
chance was these of securing a Xutch prineeas in marriage i 
Fun}a Seth’s advice was Ciiite dear; the idea was an excelimt 
one but the only hope of realizing it was to bring irrcaliRblc 
armed force agsinsc Bhuj to cow Maharao God mco acqihcs- 
cence. The King accepted this conduaioA aod began his pr^ 
paraticmi aceonhngly. 

Kutdii uaditioii rightly saddles Punja Seth with the mam 
reiponsibiliry for the rufiehogs which Ghulam Shah’s tavaiion 
brought iq>on KutcL Yet it ought, in fun ess, to be remem- 
bemd that the Kalhcn King wu fu too shxew d and expcneoced 
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ro underuke suck an opendoo mctely because Puoja $e(h 
inoted kiia to do <0. scenu la ksve happened ii that a 
detecnunauon 10 strike a blow at iCutck alnWy ezisEed in 
l^stca^ the object of ikts iiroke was ra ufeguaid Siod from any 
future attempts at inreileientt £rom eke Kutch side. But for 
Pimja Seths presence, and for hu advice that a marrisge 
aUiazice could be eictorted by foice, the mvadoc would 
probably not have uken place when it did and 10 this extent 
(he blame which Kutchii atnch » Piznji Seda’s name ■ 
jifl n i W d; yet Punja Seth’s thiric for revenge would not have 
been gratified uiueu his advice had happoied to fit in with 
King Ghidam Sheh'i own policy and pl^, 

Mohazao God and bis EHwan were not idle while Gbulam 
Shah Kalora vni coUectiag hii forces. ’Ilte Msyyed and Ae 
great feudatories, with thw levies, vrere csUd up. They 
assembled under the eemmand ofJivaa SeA In a irrotg pcsi' 
don neer Jhara->where Maharao Khengar I had met defint 
long ago at the hands of a former King of Sind-^which was a 
convenient locality for miking agairve iny route which 
tShukm Shah Kalhora was likely to use in crotiiag the Rano. 
The Msharte himself remained at BhuJ with his petsenal 
armed raoinen, strengthened agauut Ae coming danger by 
troops hired for the occasion krom Ae Jam of Nawanagar and 
the Nawab of Radhanpur. Such hiring was a coidy bualaase in 
those dayi^Ae Radlunpur troops uone denunded 
fcoris for four months’ service and the tzaaiaction shews chai 
the Mahareo’i fmanoal resoitfces must have been considera bl e. 
Having nude (he best preoandons that they could devise, the 
Kutchi authorlda awaited the blow that was 
The King of Sind, accompanied by Punja SeA, set od* to 
invade Rutch with a force which was reckoned at 70.000 men. 
Not all ofihese were soldiers from Sind; the prospect of looting 
Kutch, which had remained for so long free from the disorders 
which were mining oAec pans of India, artiacied warlike 
advenmren from many placca. Of the campaign which 
followed, alfDorc every detail hu been present in fiaidtc 
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memory; for (be second bertle of Jlian» end its sequel, ere to 
Kuuhii what Plodden Picld is (o (be Scoo or Mohecs to the 
Hungaruns. 

Tbe frcat expedieioa nude (he pedloui puage of the Raon 
lucceitfully but (heir water only just held out and (heir com> 
misiarue broke down, They were m acute dtscras when (hey 
reached Kuicb cerruory. They nude a forced mirch to Nara, 
whoe ibey hoped (o Cnd luppliee. But (he piece was deserted; 
all food had been carried away and the wells had bees blocked 
with Kones. Hu plight of (he iovadori wu doperare; the army 
was (hlntmg almoic (o death: a single glass of water sold for a 
rupee, Had Jivan Seth aRocked (bem forthwith, nothing could 
have sared them from deMwcuog. But (heDiwan was a diplo¬ 
mat. not a taeeician; he preferred eo rem&to m bsi strong posi- 
don on Jhara hill while, as be hoped, (he invaden came to 
thdr serues and were dtastened by ihelr misfettunes iaeo the 
right mood for peaceful negodatsons. Ghukm Shah Kalliora, 
fisUy eoQsdous of the danger, knew that lueceai or Allure 
depended on (he postiblliry of gaining a teipiee; he firigned 
wOlinmeiB to negoiUie. Jivaa Seth was deceived. In vain did 
the gdiafu Thakor Ukha of Vinjan. who led the bhsyjtid, urge 
the Dlwan to attaek, or at lease to bring up hli troop# to over> 
awe (he demoraliaed Sindhia. jivan Seth would not Isten. 
Ghislam Shah Kalhora was thu# enabled to rally his farces, to 
restore (heir morale, and to recapture (he imdadve. Even so, the 
fate of the expedition hung in (he balance. The local popula- 
doe was icubbomly hostile, and Ghulam Shah Ralora could 
find oeither guides nor infonnacloQ. 

He determiasd eo siorin the full of jhara and (o dispose of 
Jivan Serb s command by a single sttoke; bui he co^ not 
determine the best way of reaching (heKueehi camp. He heard 
by dunce (hat two brothers, Bhim and Viasa. Ulegitimaie sons 
of a local Jagirdar. had been debarred by the rogma of (heic 
birth fiomjouung the Maharao's forces. Hoping to profit by 
this afiront to rhwr pride, the Susdhi Ring sent wt them, 
received (hen with ul honour, and aaked them to guide his 
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forces up die. hilL 'They refused: they wou)d not kelp (ke 
enunies of di^ coimiry. As diry left (be King’s prseue, one 
said to cb« oekeT» °W}ut fbob we are—>we should have killed 
kifn!' Ghulam Sbak, qb his part, sileady reproached hinuelf 
for raikneas in allowing two fully armed bugho lo approach 
so eloiely. Tlie brotkcn, determined lo recrieve (heir mistake, 
arceope^ to refutes (he King's ten^ but be would not allow 
(kern near unless (key left ibeit weapons. This they refoeed to 
do, telling him chat even if (hey were prevented from fighting 
along with the odiet nobla of Kuteh, they woold reaisi the 
Sindbi forces to (he death as the foot of Jhan hUI lo due 
eoum (hey kept duur promiae, fighcng, even after they had 
been mortally wounded, until di^ were hacked to pleea. 
Along with them fell their mother, who had Joined dum in 
ebeu desperate resmanee. 

The King of Smd, havlag completed his preparsdoni for the 
attack, advanced to the foot ofjhsin hiU. He caused a nomber of 
cows CO be collected and had ehejn driven ahead of hk ttoepi In 
(he expectation chat the instinct of (he aiumali would 1^ 
(bem to ehooae ^(ic 9 j>lo cracb which the soldiers could 
follow, le WM ifi uie small hours of the snotning, on the tench 
day of the bright of tbs moon of Magsar, Samvat 1S19 (as 
lyte) that (he second battle of Jkara began, There was a heavy 
milt: fiiend could hardly be disdnguism from foe, The cows 
which the Siodhii drove in frent^ckcoi took the brunt of the 
fiest volleys of the defuidars and before the Kuichii could 
reload, the Sindhia were among them. A speeuUy heavy 
onnon comnunded the main path into the camp: the Eutchi 
troops had great &uh in Its deadlinen. But when it was fired, a 
great miifiircuae overcook the defeoden. According to one 
Version, the cannon burst, spreading confusion among the 
warciori who had clustered round it in great numbers to watch 
the execution wbickii would do among theattackm. Another, 
and perhaps more probable, venion is chat the foggy dew of 
the early morning had slackened the cawhsde ropes which 
retained the cannon in poritioD. so that at the first fi» it leaped 
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from its «mpUcenio)t, co th« coT u t en unon of all wlio lud 
pinned tKeii&iih CO la powct, rolled down the hill, and played 
iw further put ifi the battle. Exactly vdaac happened ornDOt be 
determined, except diM the gotn was put out ca action ia lome 
£uhion which sotomly lowered (he morale of the Kutdu 
troop and correipondmgly elaied that enemla. while at the 
same time a pivotJ point of the defeacfis cnunhled. 

The Kocchu fbi^c heroically; there were eves womca 
bardisg dde by aide with the xsen in a pasaon of pcriotkrn. 
But th«e had been ae iarge-acale warfare in Kutch for mote 
than a century and the bhiyytid nobility had had lutle praedee 
in eombouBg dudr individual bands of danamen into aa 
eftdene army. The Sindhia. oadie other hand, after centoties of 
perpetual warfare and constant invaaloB. were well akilled in all 
tacdcal eembuiaticns and aeeuiiomed to fight according to a 
pr«viously<<oacerted plan. In the eervfiaiion caused by the 
disaster to the cannon all order Ibnook the Kutehi ranks. Small 
group fought heroically but tl^y lost touch with one another 
in the fog and were overwhelmed, one by one. by the lupecior 
dlicipljne of the Siadhli. The alaughter was terrible: Kwan 

E m Seth, the beiolc Lakba of Vmjaa. the ThaJeor of Kara, wish 
three sons, and scores of oth« leaders, fell on that fa^ 
Doming. But they had sold their Uvea dearly; the losses on the 
Sind side wete heavy. Kutehi hiicoriani claim chat loo.cw 

E raans perished on cbe hill of Jhaia in the moet fiightfiii 
aster m which the records of chnr country take notiee. 

Prom the standpoint of Kuteh, the postlon sccraed desperate. 
The great feudal forces under tbe commarvd ofjivan had 
hea annihilated: the slaughrer among the bhejyiJ and fisudJ 
was so great that the poaibiliry of organlug further 
restnance was remote. Ghulam Shah Kalhon. although his 
axiny had beat badly mauled, remained masto ofthefidd and 
his forces, still an effective fighriog unit, found aothmg to 
oppose them. He determined to secure hii line of retreat by 
luUujog Abdaaa before be attacked Bhu). taking hostages 6 om 
the jagiidars, and plundering the coioitry. He souch-iprac 
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towAfds Ten, on the wty scarorfag the monkB u 

MacmoMo^ in A headlong fight, in (be coime of wbkb all 
their anoeni records and de^ of gift were lost. He recetTed 
eliA submieion of (be forcress. levied a heavy ine upon the 
adghhonrhood, and pr epa re d to resume hu leuuxely advance 
upon the capjeal. 

MahanoGodwvstiUuBhi^ with his mercenary forces, but 
(heir loyalcy seemed doubriiil now char hii own ansy and so 
nuny lU hii barons had hem doRroyed, A further roore to 
arms seemed hopeless; (he best proapeee lay in the hope disc the 
Sindhii could be persuaded to accept a reasonable corapronuK. 
They were encicely icnnge to the country: no Kutchi would 
help them. If Puiya Seeh could be detached from (h» gaw, 
(hey might fidi a prey to any skilful deception, Accordingly tlw 
Maharao persuaded bli mceher, Pui^a Seth’s former paeronesi, 
to smd to die Seth one of her own white hairs, en^ed ina 
Uetk lUvu box, with a mesBM iraplerlng him not to dlsgraa 
her and her fanuly in her ol^age, and to do his best ro bring 
•bout a recondlMcion. Along widi this petbstic entreaty was 
sent s meaaage from the MaJiarao himidf, eoafesaing that he 
had treated Punja Seth badly; blacrung the deceased Jivan for 
the misrepresenaeion which had alienated him from the Seth; 
aakixig him to resume the office of Diwan with plenary powers 
and pnKniUDff to ratify any agreement whi^ Ghulau Sliah 
Ealhora could be persuaded to accept. 

Theta two meuagei not only gratifioi (hewomded pride of 
Punja Seth, but coaplaeed hii growing hostility to the Sindhl 
cause, whose unexpected success, sccompanlad by the fearful 
tragedy of Jhara, had already caused hint great petturbatian. 
Punja bd no wish ai all to ruts Kuech hut only to take 
vengonce upon diose whom he held responsible foz hii 
personal misfartiines. Of these, Jivan Seth was dead and the 
Maharao had asked fee a recori^don. Once again, the way 
was open for the exetdie ofhia rightful power » Weditary' 
Diwan in succeseion co his father. Bur first the forces 
must be got rid o£ 
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Punja Scrh'i clfvoiieas soon su^e(e 4 a sirangca). He had 

many frieodj in Kucdi» in apitt of hii recent mufortunes_ 

one of them, indeeti, the Oiief of Moun, was to eirong an 
ally of Punja that he had refused to bring hb coanogeot co 
oppose eke Sindhi forces purely beeaiaie has friend ihe Seek was 
m fiH ulam Shah Kalhora^s camp. With their help, the wUy 
Diwan arranged co rig out leveral thousand viUagen in red and 
^hie unlfoniu and to introduce them inia the fort of Sindhan, 
which Ghulam Shah Kalhora new propoaed to attack. When (he 
King adyanced ro the siege, he wu diimayed to find that the 
normal gatriioft of doo men was swollen into • force which 
presenfod the appearance of bsmg almost ai numerous as his 
own. He give up all attempt to fight against such hoary odds, 
and withdrew, diseoneettM by the failure of Kii plan of 
eunpugn. He sought advice from Punja Seth: he wu cold that 
the &rmidable fotw In Sindhan was in reality only the weaken 
of five or six strong gstriioni which must he subdued hefara he 
could safely advance on the capital and chat when he reached 
Bhuj, he would eiscounter the formidable mercenary garcisoa 
of Nawanagat and (ladhanpui troops, 

Ghulam Shah Kalhora, ss \m ahea^ been pointed out, hod 
never ledeuily considered the pesebiUty of annexing Kutch. 
All he had proposed was to tesM the Kutchii a leuon on the 
danger of intErfcring with him and to secure himself agairut 
futuer mischief by a marriage He was therefore ^uice 

ready to consider some orcangemeot which would permit bla 
to escape from what he bad always believed to be a hornet*s 
nest with orofit and honour to himself He readily aecmed 
Punja Seth^ suggesden that he should withdraw his f^ei fiom 
Kutch in tetom fbt a payment for the expenses of the expedi* 
tion and for the losses which he had sufiered, together a 
marri^ contract for the hand of a Kutchi princess. Since his 
own kingdom could not safely be left for very long—his 
brother, Ghulam Nab! Khan, was a dangerous and ambiooui 
nval^-Ghukm eager to be gone. Hie haigaln was 

cooeludedi the Sindhi army withdrew from Kutdi. aad r^ 
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crossed tbe taking with it s *oa ofPuuja Seth as hostage 
Punja Seih then went co Bhig to Mue dte fuKknent of the 
agreenaoE and vu received with high reapect by Maharao 
God. He Ibcmd a tiniactnn la the capital ww almost as 
dangerous u that which he had succeschilly resolved at 
Sindhao. The Radhaspur merceoaiiQ, dtscootented with (he 
ahonage of food and knowing (hat there were no Kutehi troops 
left eo retcram them, had sei^ all the fortified gates of Bbig. 
bad taken control over the city and had defied the Maharao (o 
dislodge them. Punja. whose physical eounge was u remark' 
able as hu ncntal oscutenen. contrived ce enciee the eoo> 
ounder of the Radhanpuc troops to » privue interview on 
the pretext of findiog out, and utisiylag. hii demsinds. The 
first roQiaw was for com. vducH was ernmely scarce. Punja 
ordered waggons to be leaded with sacks of stones and sale 
each sack, near the mouth, he eauaed a few neasurw of corn to 
be poured. The waggons, groesung under what looked like 
ample supplies of eecn, were pareded new the window of (he 
room whm the interview vras taking place and the Kad' 
hanpur commander, jdewed that hh demand had been granted 
so readily, relaxed bis vigilance. Suddenly Panja Seth iel«d 
him by the throat, swearing due unleii he or^ed the men 
under bis eommind to leave the city, be iheuld b« the first (o 
die, while, if they all went iwecea^ outside die walls, (he com 
waggons would follow uiem. Tu commander agreed and 
gave the aecoiary ordets. But as soonu the Radhanpuhi were 
afely beyond the gates, the guns of the city wete niWd upon 
them, and they fbuud, too kte, that their treachery bad been 
repaid in kind. 

Hie moment ebat Bhc^ was saft. Punja Seth took up the 
reins of admizuscratien with bis usual vigour. During the two 
years of life which remaraed to him. he suppressed an outbreak 
of duaflecfion in Waged, levycog heavy upon the reca^ 
eitrant jagirdan of Ranthkot end the surrounding duericts. and 
enferemg dicic submission to the royal authority. WUh perhaps 
more ^uesdonahle wisdom, he undenoekopsatlam in Abdau 
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agaiflit cbe Tlukiit of Ndb, who bad b<«i mb co 

ofioid die SetVj old {rieod che GbieTof Motata. Good manage 
meoc and strict lupervuioA aoon rescoiod financial itabilityr 
Maharao God found himself able (o inoeaie the strei^Eh of 
btf fbtcs and (o build up again a uandug army of reapeoabk 
dimfuriont , These meaauioi gave him cocdideoce in his 
capacity to defy Sind, if ever Ghulam Shab Ealbora ibould 
aEsempe another loTaaion and thus tended to dinuniah bis tease 
of obligation to Punja Seth. Aether, the Maharao bad always 
gready diilibd ibe idea of a marriage alliance with the 
Kalbora dynasty, and had penmed. on one pretext or another, 
in evading daii term of (be arrangementa condiidcd berween 
bis Diwan and the Kmg of Sind, Punja Seth, relying open his 
own indiipeiuabilicy. eondnually preated hit maater to fulfil 
the agreement orer the marriage. UrJucldly for the Diwan. the 
Msbuao had never really forgiven him for (he bufruLajzag 
apelogy fiem the Royal Family which had bean the price of 
(be Sm'i reciuu to the Kutehi allegUeice and thin t tna h bis 
mditence upon the fulfilment of (he marhage bargain In 111 
part. Maharao God. feeling certain thee he could now efibrd to 
defy Sind, suddenly irreec^ Punja Seth in : 7 dj. confined him 
in ireni for ten days, and (hen preienwd him personally with a 
cup of poison, eommandbg him to drink it instantly. 

This tragic ter min ation of Pimja Scth'i distinguished. If 
(empestuotK, career, convinced Ghukm Shah Kalhora that 
Xutch had no real ifuentloD of honouring the original agre> 
oseni. He eelleeted a force almost as formidable as (be ooe 
which had brought him viciory at Jhara, croased the Rann with 
relative ease now tbac the trexherous roa(ei were known to 
him and ^ain advanced to Nara, As before, the eouotrynde 
wu deserted; but the King of Sbd. forewarned by previom 
gtperiea ce , was not this lune eaoghc abort of nip pU q. He 
stormed the small fort at Mera. near GuntbU; the garrison of 
c^ary Rajput warrion were killed to a man. Then, without 
wasting more time, Gboism Shah marched snaighc for fibuj 
and encamped at Rodra Mau. a few mila ouctide the city walls. 
ij5 
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He then KOt hk Diwaq, Gvhmsl te> demAna *e fiilfilmentof 
the terms of ibe sgreemeni. MeJuiao God renuined com. 
pleuly confideot! he htd a tbrraidAble force K his dup^al, his 
foro were »cwng and he believed that the Sindha were no 
match for Koichia in aubtlery. He receiTed die depuation 
coldly, tefiued to make any excuses, and instructed them to 
pass the nigbe as hk guen. tn the middle of the mghc, when all 

was still, dw entire wtilUry of the Maharao—every piece whiA 

could be nude use of, whether »theeie/ otra Bhujia fort, was 

luddenly disehA^ at a given dgnal. Nothing more happ^. 

But Gidonul end htt colleagues had been thoroughly startled: 
the sheer weight of cannon which the Maherao could muftee 
diseoncerred them. They returned to their master, wamiog 
him that Bhuj and in fonifieetiom wno too cseng for him n 
ensek. GhuUm Shih bung round 9 huJ for some days and (here 
was some skirmishing. The Maherao lat tight. Before long, 
Gfaulun Sheh was glad to accept a luggsiion that he c^d 
receive (he hukd in marriage of a eauiin, instead of a liicer, of 
the Meharao. He could effect nothag against the new)^ 
strengthened eartles of the Maherao and the Miharao refused 
to meet him in the open field. 

Dverceached once again, Gholem Shah retreoMd rowaids 
his own country, Before he quitted Kutch, however, be set up 
an OQCpoet of 5,000 men at Lakhpet, to keep watch over the 
doingi of Meharao God—whom he had the '^t of reaaoiu for 
diiffuibDg. But he also did his ben to injure SuiA by raising 
an earthwork which diverted one of the branches of the Indus 
from the Ukhpat district, where it had been wed for irrigating 
the rice aop. It is not easy to eidrruce exactly whas damage be 
did, becawelua nriguul undertaking has beta eucitely obbiera* 
ted by seismic dkWtancei eady in the nineteenth cm wry, 
These had very serwos effects indeed upon the eatire water 
resources of the Abdase district; a low mound, known ■ 
AJIahband, or God s Dyke, was thrown up; and the course of 
the Indus and of all its waien was diverted right away from 
Kutch. Popular repute still Ghulam wiih die blane 
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fix die wfiole cuueropKe, although m iact dte worse part of it 
oemrred long a£er lui death diro4^ the operation of naiunJ 
eaiMS. 

During the reaumag yean of Ghulam Shah’s life—he d ff d 
in 1771—die Sindhn teem to have been content 10 maintain 
the outpoct of Lakhpai, whldi made ittelf a nuisance to the 
counffy all around, and drove many people to find refuge else- 
where. Ghulatn Shah’s son, Sal^z Khan, cried to emulate the 
eyploin ofhii lather by invadij^ Kiucb in 177J. He did not um 
Ghulam Sbah't fiivouiite Nan ronee, bdc preferred to icrike 
further east by way of Sumiaur, hoping to nuprise the cepical. 

Faihog in dui, and beiag deterred ^ die icrength of Bhin, he 
turned further east into Waged, married 1 daughter of the 
Thakor of Kanehkot and afurwards renimed home widi a 
good deal of loot, Mahacao God did nothing to protect his 
subjecEi, preferring to keep hia army intact behind strong walls. 

Vary soon eftec hu rerurn so Sind, Sefaree Khan ran into 
vouble with the .Baluchis who hod supported hii ficher; he 
loac his throne and was lupecseded by h^ uncle Ghulam Nabi 
Khan. In du eonfiuion which followed, die Sindhi garrison 
was withdrawn fiom Lakhpar, and Dev Seth, Punja Seth’s eon, 
who had been bald as a hostage ance tyda, waareleaKd. 

Since the peiionmg of Punja &eth in 176$, the adadukiration 
had lulfered oadly, and there was a dearth of men of experience 
and ahillry to put mateen right. A successioA of ineompecenc 
Diwani a^Bvated the brea^own of the govenuneoe, whQe 
die Maharae’i fieUervess of diapentioa and reluctance to trust 
his officers were obstacles to any improvemeat. The ou^ow of 
fialambhi in Kathiawed was tamely lost and at home things \ 

went from bad to worse. Loobng round fior a man of parts, the I 

Maharao ofieced the diwanahip to Dev Seth, who had cec^y I 

ratiuird to KuTch from Sind. But Dev Seth prudmdy excused 
hitmelf and begged that be might be allowed to devote hk i 

enargies to the r^hhcanoa oft^ desolate Lakhpat area, this 
be did with success dial he largely reetond lu prospenty: 
people returned thete ia large mimbw and his speead 

too 




TR8 MIB2A MASABAOS 

widely. Tht MaWao would not cake a denial: he bmed diat 
Dev Sedi should eooe aikI wre » Diwan, Rdacttndy, Dev 
$«ch agreed; bui there were fiioaons in fihiy who bad oo miod 
lo endure another Diwaa of the cAlibre of Devkaxan and 
?unja. Tliey contrived to have Dev Seth poiaoned on bis way 
CO the eapj&l. With hu muider the last hope of retcoring the 
credit of Maharao Qod U*( adminiiiraticiA vanished. 

The Maharao’i raain interest was now centred upon hdi 
armed forces, m whose efficiency he took great pndc. He had 
teamed by the bitio experience of Jhara how inefTecchx were 
the ordinary feudal levies led by the bhe^ sad he nuin- 
uincd Coe hia own u»e a Urge body at paid, whole^ime 
soldiery. Per hii penocval bodyguird he eoeruired Sidir. who, 
being foreipen, were less likely to side with any local foctiom 
agauut ihc^edf/. It u said that he wai a&aid of^uaasuru. Tha 
may have been the eaae; bus there were also obvious advantages 
in a bodyguard which owed loyalty only to hinuelf. The 
Usyysd became jealous of Sidl influence, apcd^y whm die 
bodyguard grew more numerous. WiJi the help of the 1 «difr 
and some Puaoo oSieen the Mahareo waa kept in confinemoit 
ufuil all the Sidis were Turned out of Kuteh ^ the feudil 
nobles, The Maharao was obliged go agree but go punish the 
nobility he forsook Shu| for a coosidera^ tLcne. and went to 
live in Mandvi, where t^ people were loyal and the tfifloenee 
of cbe waa iiruU, 

Serious trouble broke out in Sind in i 7 ? 7 -: 7 ?l. Mir Bijar, 
a chief of the Talpur trib^who now began firf the fint dme 
to figure in the pages ofhistorywose In rebellion, becawe hu 
father had been murdered by order of the Kalhm dynasty. 
He defeated and slew the King. Ghulam Nabi Khan. Gbulam 
Nabs's brolhec. Abdul Nabi Khan, succeeded to the throne, and 
made terms with Mit Bijax, whom he appoinied as hia raimstEr. 
The Talpur chief, anxios so avoige hia ucher*i murder, soughc 
out the asaauu, rwo Saluehis named Mamhrini flasan and 
lekba. They fled ro Kucch and Maharao God, always ready go 
show his didike of Smd. was no doubt gratifled dial the lews of 
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lUjput bospinlity forbade him co ninender fiigirivs who lud 
soi^ his ptetecdoiL Mir Bljar thereupon iieced ouc an 
expedition to invade Kutch; but, like ilmoet all such enter- 
pruea, u proved iU. £ue d. The Sindhi f os eas fbOowed the old 
AbdaM route, and did a csiain amount of damage by savaging 
the couficryiide. Mahirao God, having reckcced up Uiett 
saength, launched a daeaehnene ofhis army against them, wuh 
an experienced profemorol soldier. Mlm Kurpa Beg, is eoni- 
mand. The bvaderr were badly cur up at Bithiui and the 
people of Ten. inflated by their pillaging, joined the 
Mahano*! Ibrcca in anaeking them as they retreated. Mir 
Bijar only made hii eaeape aeron the Rann with great di&uley 
aad alter luifermg heavy losaea. 

Unfortunately the succeie of this operation went to Muu 
Kuipa Beg's heed, and he began to conduct himself witli great 
mseience towards the Maharao, refuaing to obey orders and 
boucing that he was nufter of the State. He further arrogated 
exclusive dvil as well aa nihury euthonTy » humdlf end 
began so interfere in the course of Uia administraaon for the 
benefit ofhunsalfend his feienda. The Maharao could do Utele, 
as his army stood behind the sew dictator, But Maharao God'i 
ingenuity did not fed him; ha pretended to be our of his Mcues 
and to' take no atereit in State afiun. Lulled into eompkn 
security. Mirra Kurpe Beg was fboiish estough to quarrel with 
the two Baluchi rdugees, who were not men to endure bully¬ 
ing cneekly. But they were guests and their first step, befm 
they avenged Ehemielvea. wu to get into touch with their 
protactot. the Maharao. That ruler seised the occasion co nd 
himself of an ioaokni upstart, and gave the Baluchis good 
reaion for supposing that he would have no objection to their 
taking the law into tbeit Own if oppercunicy oBcred. 
Within a few daye, the Mirta sent for them, and demanded a 
large sum of mo n ey fiom them as (he price of ihcir asylum in 
Ruich. Wheo they represented chat they were refugees, without 
resouses, and could noe pay. the Mim ordered their wives and 
children to be sold into slavery to raise money. This was the 
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final iiuuli. Mid with fury, the Baluchis ftU upon Mim 
Kmpa BegaiidiIewhiaiciiith«*|KH, MaharaoGodwaiW^ 
tielighced aad conferrej upon rfie asunns hold- 

ings in the viJkges ofSawae and Ban» when (bey eveacually 

Kttled pemunefuly. 

Maharao God did not live long to ajoy the retondofl of hii 
otjthoriey. When the time came lor him w attend lU Naga 
Panchmi ceremonies, hii altered appearance shocked everyewe. 
Dropsy had him in ici grip and he died quickly. No one 

mourned him very much and Kutdii lutrorini have little good 
to say ofhiffi. Yet he wv a eoniidenble figure m his day; the 
Gaekwar ww glad to maccy his alter and lu lutvmd a whole 
series of formidable mvasiona without Icring hii throne. Mor^ 
over, hli abUicy is shown by the condidoo of the country 
during his rrign; eulttvstlon spreid-^itfing the litter part of 
the reign, indeed. Kueeh was able to iiapply grain to Sind: die 
populaden remsined itable and commerce Bourahed. He wu 
a grrai patron of nden and of merchants; in hit dae Maodvi 
Moune fitmous all ever tndji for the produeD shipyard!. 
The Maharao was a keen amateur et duphuilding, and spent 
much time personally luperriaing the detalb of eouiBuctioa, 
It was in his time that the ship was launched from Msndvi 
slip which voyaged » Sn^and and bock with hi alh^tchl 
crew. Undoubtedly it was Maharao God's intelligent festering 
of comeiereiaJ enterpeue which nude Kuteh ao deunihing in 
his daie, There were very few pans ofTodia of which the same 
could be said durmg this dururbed era. But he was small, 
mean and cmpreposscssiiig in aroearance. and missrly in his 
private life. Moreover he has Mr a name for ctuelty which 
ofieti the credit of hk very real aduevemoio. There is IJetle 
doubt that he found the money to sustain hii large army by 
murdering, and oinfiscadng die fomme of. Diwan after Diwan 
—more than Twenry of them in all->durtng his leigtt He was 
fully aware that this policy would do him no harm either with 
(he hhvfjed or*with the conuuon peopk; for the Dfwam, by 
the oariire of their dutla. were drawn mostly from the T/slwia 
xdj 
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or fiauia cuM. llw Muhoricy which (hey wielded, and the 
SofTonw which cheyunatfed, cauaetl them to be despued by the 
nobles and bawd by the maaaes. Thus ebeir fell exdced no 
protest; while at the same time, the oppottunities which 
mEUSwrial eflice presented for anuMin^ a fornuie sufficed to 
ensure an tmfiiilipf cindidaiea. Only when this 

ofRee &U iiuo the h«ub ofsoldiefs as eonecaned with metefuan, 
did such a procedure fail 
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OP THE BRITISH 


Makamo mtaohan ii.«Iderionofhii&th«r,MceM^ 
Mihatw Cod n in 177I, He w«f only tburceon u tbe time end 
greedy under iKe influenee oThii moeha. Tlxe Qumd’i priviie 
lorcune iud incceued under the nan^ement o£ yee enetbet 
eble tohene, Dev Qund, in whom « 3 w hed «o much eon- 
fidenee thee ib< peniuded she young MahArao to eopolnt Kim 
Diwtn. (t eppeen clue chic wei nor Dev Ound*! &e exper¬ 
ience of officer K« bad from time to time lerved the late 
Maherte God n se Dtwan. Sue be had eeeeped the fra vrhldi 
overtook ce maay ecetipaats of chat peHloui ifpcefitable poet 
beoftOM hii boncaty preveatad him from iccumolatu^ rav 
privatt fortune, So ic wai cbiu never worth the Maharao^i 
while to nturdet him in order to eeafrteace hie poaewloni. 
Whenever hii daogeroui muter showed ligiu of impatience, 
Dev Chsnd found that iheprotrctHn of the Maharani sufficed 
to enable him to resign bcnourably, without peril to himeelf 
The new Diwan bad diua enjoyed long eeperioue, not only 
in the ounagemetu of the Mslunm'i girts of Mundta, hot abo 
m the conduct of Sate afiaifs. He had a h%h reputation for 
honesty as well u for competence and, under his directioik. the 
admioheratioD took on a new e&idenov. The roysl autboriey 
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was ;a(oied; the wen biougbc mco obedience. Dev 

dund s main screagtK lay in his three able brothers. Ufion 
whose loyalty he co^ rely with coniidence aod in the steady 
protecDOQ of the Maharani, who had the ear of bet son. But 
thea; wee ill days for an honest Mimseer; vested ineerests had 
grown up which could oolydomiih under condicioas of chaos 
and eorrupdon. The MihanoV bodyguard, ammig which the 
Sidi mercenaries had again grown powerful, resmted the new 
firm role of civil authority, bi ordet to deeeroy Dev CDund'i 
aedie widi the yoimg Mahiuao. and at the same time to demve 
the Maharani. the Se&’i protector, of power to shield him bom 
heiB. the tumour was spread that the Mshsrsnl and Dev 
Chand were paramours and that on his denth-bed Maharao 
God D had bequeathed to his heii the solemn duty of destroying 
ihe guilty man and all his family. It u unlileely in the extreme 
dial Mal^o Rjyadhan believed this story—Indeed, it is belied 
by the Gwt tlttt hii mother retained great influence over him 
ri^t up n the day of her death. But it seems to have confused 
his jodgnunt for the time, and roiderad him ineapable of intet> 
feting with the designs of those who were conspiring w desBoy 
Dev Chand. 

The main instrument ofthe eonapiracott was the commander 
of the royal bodyguard, a Miyana named Jamal. He began by 
arresting the Dlwan’s confidential servant. Minsingh. who wu 
the main channel of commimicstion b e twe en Dev Chand and 
the youi^ Maharao, tlie Diwan was thus remporatily tsoUced 
from his master and had no means of finding out what was 
going on. Arrangements were made to arrest umnltaneouily 
Dev Chand and his three brothers, who were in charge tk 
Anjar, Mundra, and Rapur. This was eSekotly earned out. 
All four were condemned to death and inunediately executed 
before their friends could make a move to save them; while 
heavy fins, lened upon all their neat kins mm atnoiig die 
went the podtees of the conspitatots. But Jamal 
was too smsJl a wian to esercise the sopremc auchoricy which 
fell vacant after Dev Chand's murder and before long, power 
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wu lazed by » cenain Meriefa, eke Sidi Govenor of Bhuj. 

7lw lueklee youn^ Mahano foaod hinuelf a pawn in eke 
bands of (bos« vho were oomioally bis lervuiB. His privan 
life kad bikerto been exemplary, thanks to iheioluence ofkis 
mocker, but eke MaKaiani ill abour this Qme. Hie Makano, 
wbo was plainly devoted CO her, didevayikin^ inhupowerto 
save her life, even eo the extent ofduoardiQg the servieo of the 
Palace pbyiicuns, wken ckeir remedia proved ineSective, aod 
calknj CQ an Bn|lish doctor (rom Boinbay—who was m doubt 
the £nc Pngliihman to act foot m Kuttk. But bis meihodi. too, 
proved unavailing and the Makaxani died. W)th het deask, 
following so soon after the murder of Dev Ound. the last 
bealchy influemcr over che young Maharae disappeated, Those 
who surrounded kirn took care to maoduce him co every type 
of vice and debauchery in order to prevent him from la(er> 
veoiitg in public afiiun and chua eenoibutad to ike growdi 
of ihw mental diiorderi which were ro prove so dsecreaiing a 
feature of his unhappy reign. 

$idi Markh. aUhougb auprsme ia Bhuj, could exereiae no 
efiecBve authority in the diivicts, even If be had poaatased che 
idminiicretive eapaeity to hold the kingdom together. The 
repcesencatives of the central govenuaent ignored orders feom 
the capital and »et themselves up m IndeDcndSBi barona. Hie 
hhtyytJ ^*****^» petty Mahanoi, acknowledging no authority 
but their own. The whole State began to into chaos and 
confuiieD and only in the walled dtiea, like Mandvi, Mundia, 
aad Anjar, where che inSuenec of che wealeky merckana was 
strong, was even a semblance of order maincained. Ttiba of 
piratn began once tnore to nuke ckdr bead^uBiten oo the 
shores ofRutch—a drcumsraace which, before long, contribu* 
red to the process of aicracuf^ towards the State the highly 
unfevoorable attention of the fiririih auchoriiia in Bombay, 
thus opening cbe way fbt the extension of firiCBbinduence over 
Rao K hen gars longdom. 

hiaoedort to restore some measure of CBinal anhority over 
the djBict^fbr upon this authority muck of the revenue d». 

Id? 
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pended—Sidi Mvick sodght the Help ofen able Baiua. Wagha 
ParekH. He was a bed choke. Although he had plcaty of 
energy, be was aciless and ovetbeuu^ and Hk finC deed was 
CO ate^ Pairi, the head<]iiaiten of rwo Jadga Ueyyad. Buia 
and J;ya, who had bees supporeera of Der Chand and (he 
l^haoa adnunisEratan. No doubt Bam and Jiya had shown 
(heir coiuecnpt for the Sldi regime; bus Is waa a mistake to pick 
out Jadgas as the first vkcusa, cipeoally as Barra was killed iri a 
vain of hk fon, vdiieh was earned by storm. The 

Ja dq ai rallied co aveoge theii clansman and Sidi Marieh, in 
alarm, sied co rid himself of hia over-ceelous Iteucenant by 
atta^ing bm, sword in hand, Wagha Posekh, chough 
woiBided. eotUTfvad to eacape and with the devemeia charac* 
tenauc of his aice, so won over the angry ^yyed and the 
Maharao'i inmediao counen that he contrived co get $idi 
Marich and most of the ocher Sidss benished. Unfortunately 
for hiixuelf. he could net entholy complete the process. Hie 
Maharao, who lU Sidia, had only been persuaded to eotuent 
to (heir dUmisail imder extreme preasure and iossted on leee^ 
lag one of hia penonal Ctveuhco, Masid by name. Thia man, 
bidk^ hii (ia«, wu (ater iaatcusieotal in compelling Wagha 
Pirekh’i death, 

Mevwhile, Kucefa waa again involved in the ai^iri of Sind, 
where lately dnmatk rventi had been taking place, la lySi an 
A^han ixny had invaded that country in an endeavour to 
exact the tribute which it owed. Mir Bijar, m spite of bli ilU 
luccQM In Kuceh, proved a aufBdently competent general to 
delMC the invade The King, Abdul Nabi Khan, fearing that 
Mir Bijai*i mdueace would become too great, had him 
aseassinaced; whereupon Abdulla Khan Talpui, the ion of the 
murdered man, seised the govemmott Abdul Nabi Khan, the 
last ruler of die Kalhora line, which had given so much trouble 
toKuteh.fled toKaktandbypromkiagtopayihecribiKe due, 
secured aid from the Afghani. As aooQ as hk power was 
reasoted. he pul Abdul Kl^ Talpui to death; biu Mir Patch 
AH. another Talpur chief, rose in revok, and Abdul Nabi 
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Klun was obliged to flee once sgun from Sind—this n^"^ , fbc 
good. Hb MU^e lefiige in Jodhpor aod the fijjs ofjodhpuc 
promised GO ratore him CO (he chrooe. The Raja, with a power- 
lul army, adyanced chrot^ Radhanpur and ectBed Kutdi, io 
the hope ofpenusding the Mskaieo (ojora in the cneerprue. 
The Jodhpur (brees were received with honour but Ruich was 
ia oo c on diooa to render them any eiJeccive aBuesnee. While 
negodaboos were going on berwem the lUja of Jodb^ and 
the Maharao, Mir Fateh AH Talpur got his blow in £nc. He 
imich ai the Raja'i line of comnuakaEioA by etoenng (be 
Rann and entenng Kutch at Chowbari in Wagad. ^ere 
followed an mdediive ikirmlih but the Jodhpur croopi 
became dcmonlited and deepened widely evet the country- 
aide, as tar u fihuj and Anjar. Mir Fateh AU could not ptsi 
home hii luecais beeauK he had to return re Sind at oneei a 
powerful Afghan army had entered his country to restore the 
Kalhota dynasty, Bventually he s u c c e e d e d in making tetmi 
with Kabu and in ryt] be was reeegiused as Ru ofSindbya 
jWmeti trom the Afghan King Zaman. He is reckoned the 
founder of (he Talput line u &nd rulers and he luifered many 
vkiisicudes of tbrtune. On two owuioni, in 17I7 and again in 
i?Bp, he artd his funily were obliged to take refuge in Kuceb 
until he could regain power in hii own kingdom. But the (act 
chat be did not reaide in ^uj or one of the impotunc towns, 
but et Dhinodhac, where he enjoyed the hoepuaUry of the 
Kanphata mocki. illucretes the disorder into which Kutdi 
was falling at this period. £ven so, the links between Kuteh and 
Sind became dose and cordial 
In lySa, when he wu ewency yeen of age, Mahatao Rayad- 
han began to show signs of an unbalanced mind. He was a nun 
of ex(nordinary physical strength: his popular was 

Pahlwan (the athlete) and at times it beeante dangerous to 
approach hisn. To begin with, he tell ondci the influence of a 
Muslim^^tkrr, Mohammed Syed. Theie was nothing ou( of the 
ordinary in diisi for the Jedeja dyiusry of Kuteh had always 
paid u much respect to Muslimas to Hindu holy mer. But (he 
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comekttnm of the aaeeodancy ^rfiich Mohammed Syed 
acquiftid over the Maharao lei to rumours that witthecafe was 
at work and the Mahano’s me&ai diioria looe took a mra 
which eonfumed these runouniiv public fistiinadoa. Ke begao 
CO roam the screeu of fihuj, accompuued by a bani of Fathaii 
foiloweo, deraaniing that everyooe whom be met ahouli 
prcdoe lilam. regudloi of their poaidoo or creed, on pain of 
de«th. Quite a lot of respectable ctneena were kiUei or wounded 
is f hftf chance encounters. Moreover, he cook a dielike to a 
pronunmt Rajsur Brahmin named Udaip. on tome chflin| 
count, the dee^ of which have not been praerred and threw 
him into pmon. When Udarjib cAiteMcrtn auembled to 
petidoa the Malurao, Rayadhan bunt in amonc them, sword 
in hind. He indicted Sttioai wound* on sereial of A«m and 
ocdered the property of ill of them to be looted. Prom chh 
time forwird he aeema to have looked upon Brahmuu and 
BaAiai as Ml enemies and he determined to seek them out and 
atoefc them. Both cam were u chat time, es now. strongly 
repteimttd in Mandvi. and the Mahario went there to try 
fiOBClusioM with than. He first bepn by slat^tering laimali 
in Wge Aumbeni he then announced Ms intendon of smashing 
all theieiagei in JUineshvar'i temple. He began by maltreadng 
as image of Vageahvar which had been presented to the temple 
by iu builder PnncM Kama Bai. nscet of Mahaiao Bharmal ( 
(j jtS-i6}l^the damage which he did to it can sdll be seen. 
But b had underestimated tb temper of the dtsene of 
Miodvi, They eoUeceed in large numbri and attacked the 
Mahaiao and Ml Pathani lo fieieely with stones, stieka and 
otha improvised weapons chat Reyadhan had to dde for his 
li&. while two rfhii lowers were killed and a numbr were 
wounded. 

Recuning to Bhuj, tb Mahaiao took up Ms (brmer bbio. 
vtfyiug his into the meeta to force all pasaeri ^ to 
pfofies by tb new pastime of hit matchlock mdb 
cnnunately at anyadzen who came within range oftb terrace 
of die Old Pakce. Tb hhayyad. cesvinced that tb Malucao's 
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conduct TVS ^niogiog the cmlre r^une dlsrepure, deoiied 
that he ahodld be put uadu reseraiat. Wagha Parekh. who bed 
become all-power^ waa of the same opinioit. His btocher 
Kora vs in conunind at Ai^u, and, bong aunuDOned by 
Wagha, luddenly eoeered the Palace courryaid wiib bur 
hundred men of the Anjar garrison. Maharao Rayadhan had 
only one afbiijaroadafi, Doeal Vani, wicbbim but with great 
preamce of mind ha radted liuo tha uppar Mahal or the 
Palace, broke down die itairway so that be could not be 
pursued and shouted from the terrace to aetnet the at tendon of 
his bodyguard, now ooder the command of the Sidi, Marud. 
Meanwn^ Wagha and Kora. widrihairfbUawui, badsaiaed the 
IcMper lEoria of the Palace and were doing their host eo gain 
aeccai to die upper Maksl. Before they could do this. Marud 
and the Pathans arrived. Masud paid oiThii old score. Wsgha 
Pardeh, Kcca, ind all thalc M^ri were ciu down after a 
desperate struggle. 

This event ushered in a misvsbie paaiod of anarchy. The 
admirustraden eadrely broke down. Such firsr orders as came 
from the capital were ignored in the disokci. Msndvi became 
independent under lUmji Khavii: Anjar revolted under 
Megp Seth. Munda, UXhpst, end sQ the larger rowna followed 
their example. Disorders oroke out in many places, dacoiti 
abounded, land began to go OUC of eultivatioa. A number of 
Miyane bdgandi enrrenched themselves at Baliarl and 
(duodered the CDunctyside widely. Tbs smaller country 
gentleinai and the weelthiet peasanca docked to the dues br 
safety. Only the Urge landholders, secure in their fortified 
strongholds, maintained their estaiea by the lamgth of the 
armed clanunoi and metcenarirs in their service. 

The Maharao found himsdf entirely without funds. Nothing 
came to from (ho districts. In desperation, he turned 
agamsi men who had hitberco beoi frithful to him in all his 
vagaria. His Muslim preceptor, Mohammed Syed, and hit 
henchman Sidi Masud, werelioth banished so that that wealth 
might be eonfrscated. By thus alienating his friends, Rayadhao 
I?! 
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le£t without nppoR uid the mcreasuig ferodry of his 

tmelctt BTcacb upon Hmdu templet and im^a greatly 
offended the people of Bhui. His reianvo m the Palace and the 
.>ffk^ of the bodyguard ^ieclded. after maJaag Kwal vam 
auempti to pv him undet rearraiot^ to leek help from outtide, 
Mc|p Seth was informed that if he would advance on the 
capital from Anjar the gatu would be delivered up to him. The 
eonjpinion chw a day on wUch lUyadhan had announced 
that he woold denroy every Hindu temple and unage in Bhuj; 
and when Megji Seth appeared with hit fotca, he wu warmfy 
vekomed and all Bhuj gladly admitied hu authority. The 
Maharao and hii Pachan guard returned to the Palace* which 
wai haceely attacked. Bjtyadhan thowed the uuncet bravery, 
expose humelf one after time w great danger, But after 
three days, hia Pathao guard lurrendered and the Maharao was 
put under restraint. 

Since Uwu p|»in that be eeuld M longer be trusted to ever- 
caie ruling powers, bla younger halftbtothsc, PrithinJ, was 
selKted rofol hii place: as he wu a minor, a eouneil of regency 
WM appointed, with Megji Seth and Deaal Vani u its lending 
members. Such an arrangement wm entirely unprecedented in 
the hiirery of KuieH. It could only have occurred ia the ab- 
ittce of any duly eenitltued anthority, because of the break¬ 
down ^the rey^ adimnistration. The Usyyed had no power 
so diipoee a Maharao, to appoint a lueceMor, or to ki up a 
eouueil of regency. However reasonable sueh an arraogemeat 

might appear to those who took pan in it, it bad no jusd^tioQ 

ia die ctBSomary law of the Jadqa home, or indeed of Kulch. It 
wu pure tuurpaoon. In law, Maharao Rayadhan wu anil ruler, 

Pnnee Priihuq, or Bhaiji Bawa. u he wu eommonly called^ 
wu entrusted with no authoriey: all power wu cxerdaed by 
the conocil of regency, the Bara Bhu, of whom the leading 
members were not Jadeju at all The Bara Bhal made some 
show of rstotmg the central Govemmant: they obliged 
Ramji Khavas to pay heavily for retaining cootrol of Mandvi 
and COtecogone^suzerainty ofBhiy. fini beforeloi^, die- 

m 
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seiuioA ovBRookthe *new nuc’ wbo were exeidaittg luutped 
Buthocicy. Mesji Sech allied hinualf with Maharani linma Bai, 
the motba oCPnncc Pricluxtj, by lOidiDg a force agaaut a 
Jadqa baron» Visraji of Roha, wu bduviog badly to hia 
wile, akinjwoman oflnunaBai. Tbe boron agreed lo seal his 
wife boQOianbly and to grve her a propa allowance, wicbouc 
any £gbring: but the Bara Bbai weta oppoced to any action 
which aighc e;rpaK them co the bcatUicy of the and 

Megji Seth wu leverely cndcusd by hia colleagnei. ^ ill did 
be Cue thdr ichctorea that he made a dclibenTe effort to 
poiion them at a dmnet to which he had mvieed them aa a 
genure of feigned recondliattea; but the plot felled, and be 
led to Anjar, where he made himidf again independeoc of 
Bhuj. At he WM by far the ablon member of the Bara Shaiand 
had the lupport of fihaiji Bawa^i mother, hij abience greetly 
weakened the eeuneil. He made a compact with lUmji 
Khavu in Ma&dvi and the two of them agreed to oppoee the 
Bara Bhal by foice. 

Doeal Van! and the reat of die Bua Bhei dceeriiuod to 
eubdiaa Mandvi ai a fim wap towardi teiaKrcmg dieic author¬ 
ity. Maharani bnma BaI ^pc both Megji and Ramjl 
Khavu informed of everything due happened and arranged w 
accompany die force*, led by DonI Vani, which marched to 
bedege Mandvi. Agreeable to the plan arranged. Ramp 
Khavai offered to turtender Mandvi to the Mahaxani in truit 
for her son. Doeal Vani, even if be had reason to suspect diii 
pfopceal, could find no gronods for refunag it. But when 
Mahanni Imma Dai cnteMMindvl, the had the galcsdoaed and 
denounced Dosal Vaai and the Bara Bhai m the name of Bhaiji 
BawA The Bara Bhai were thrown into confusion, and were 
obliged to beat a hasty retreat before the (brcea vdiich Megji 
Seth was tending fiom Anjar to support the Maharani and 
p«Tnj« Khavas, whoK postion as Hunadar of Mandvi was 
confirmed. 

The Maharani contmued to resde in Mandvi while Deal 
Vani and the reoudoder of the Bara Bhai retomed to Bhuj. 
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quarrels broke out in the couadl and, to make the 
confuaon worse, cwo mcmben of ihfi Bara Bhii, Baeu* Hamir 

and Twk Wadina, ibiined a fiction of thox own and cooErived 

(0 anange fbc Maharao Rayadhan's release &om euitody, 
Doaal Vani and du rest of ibe Baxa Bhai promptly fled in all 
difecdona—Doaal Vani himKlf setting gp u an independent 
ruJei in Mundra. Tbe libcfMors of ihe Mabarao «ughr the help 
of Megji Seth and kia parry. Together they ruled Bhuj for a 
time. This was in i7«d. 

But Mahiiao fUyadhan, m mte ofhis mental uvtamlicy, wai 
no puppet; the kingmaken o^Kutch at tbk period, trying to 
make uk of him at the partisant of York and Uoauter had 
long Wore tried to make use of the feeblo^mded King 
Henry Vloffingland during the Wan oftheRxees, found thoc 
task almost impcatibls. In the intetvali of hk nudncM, lUyad- 
han wu shrewd enough. He soon began to suspect Megji 
Seth of aiisisg at supreme power and began to ihow &vow to 
an exmmely able, but until then quite unknown nun, 
Jamadar Mohammed. His selection of Janudar Faseh 
Mohammed wm a maiSerHcroke. 

This remarkable seldivstatesnun, whose record is written 
luge in the annali of Kuceh, beloi^ed to a fimuly which had 
er^inally come fnm Sind, and. fat its tune, had held eonsldo 
able landed proptfcy in Kuuh. But Fateh Mohammed, a 
member of a «d«t breach of the family, pcmeaied no property: 

was abrely illiterate and, wheu Maharao Kayadhan took him 

up, wai only ajsmadaf in charge of twenty foot soldiers. Hii 
aWty wu u conspicuous m hk energy end before long, as du 
Maharao's fovourite, he managed to subvert all Megji Sethb 
ooopfromthor allegknee to their employer aodto win them 
to the Maharao's intermt. Ihe Mahaiao was again master of the 
situation; his authority might have been completely raiored 
had not anodier fit ofviolent madness overtaken him. One day, 
when Jamadar Fateh Mohammed presented himself, u usual, 
for oidect, the Maharao foD upon him with a da^et and the 
Jajnadaf would have been Id^ forthwith had he not been 
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ezeeptiouDy agil«. Patth MobBinmed fled for his lii« co his 
home; bui Mshsno Rayadlun, widi ite whidi 

chaiacreriied sll his setions whether he was sane or mad. 
pnniied him holly. Thejanudar. with a frw of the men under 
his isnmediuc command, look t^oge in one of die fonified 
Eowen of the eiiy wall, and held it sioudy for (wo days against 
a siege led by (he Msharao in person. 

Jamadu Mohammed appears to have been eneirely 
loyal (o die Maharao up eoefaispoinr; aodhad certainly no idea 
of seiEing; power himielf. Since die Maharao had become 
impow^ as a maicn, and since Megji Seth was an oiemy, the 
jamadar wu obliged to transfer his allegiance to Doial Vasl. 
Paieh Mohammad sent mcsiagta to Mundxa, asking Dosal 
Vani 10 reeum to Bhi^. As soon as Dosal Vaiu arrived, he took 
over eonsol and reeaUed (hose nemhen of the Bara Bhal who 
remained on his side. Out of gneirude, he appointed Jamadar 
Fateh Mohammed to tha Council and promoted him 
to the eomxiuuid of boo boric. The Mah^ was again 
confined. 

Bill Fateh Mohammed found Dosal Vani an unsaEufactorv 
leader. Dosal Vani ooi only treated Maharao Rayadhan with 
great dlireipece, he abo despised Bhaiji Bawa and lefused lo 
acknowledge him ai head of the State. Such arrogance was 
very impuderu becawa the hkayytd, although they were ^uiie 
ren^ to increase their own power and presnge at the expense 
of the Maharao, were fir from concent to lee auihoriry pwang 
into tha of m adventurer like Dosd Vani. Patch 

Mohammed, with the poliaeal flair whldi was among hii meat 
noticeable <^mliaei, law what was happening and began lo 
cnltivate friends for hioudf among the oAcen of the troope 
who were in Bbuj. Having thus built up for himself a poacion 
of tome influence in the capital, he went to Abdasa, where the 
Umyyti were strong, and began to cultivate friends fat himself 
among the Jedeja barons, Thiey were angry enough already 
with Dotal Vam and when Fateh Mohanuned eoDvioced them 
(hat they scood to gain a great deal ifjadeja rule should be 
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restored in cbe penon of Bfuiji fiawa, be goi plenty of support 
unon^them also. 

Seiaing ihe appoRumcy pmenied by D«al Vani’# temporary 
abeence fitim Bbiy, the Jamadar appeared in ebe cnpieal, 
rorered Bhaiji Bavia to kis dJgfunca and took over authority 
. himself. He behaved with the utmcet tact and paid the moit 
(crupulouB respect to the young Prince, conaulring him on 
every occadoo before taking action. He increased the royal 
allowance to the Jadeja blt^ytid and disarmed any pomble 
jaalotvy from that quarter 1» lui eeurceoiu a&bUlty. Ac the 
same luae he ahowed the i^^iiers that he was a loldier hirwilf, 
incresaing the royal forces and takmg the greatest interest in 
cheif diidpliae, equipment and morale, Doial Vani was left in 
peace at Mundra but ether members of the Ban Bhai were 
dther exiled or impriiooad. 

It was in: yM that Jamadar Fateh Mohammed took ever the 
adminiuration of the Sute. He showed himself capable of 
funushing chat guiding hand of which the whole country had 
frit the ebsence since Maharao Rayadhan had begun to rule. 
The aitaacien of Kutefa wai luch u »tax all Kis great powers. 
Tlie internal a&iri of the State had been lot some time in 
complete eonfuiloo but of late evwi worse things had happened 
to unheppy people through the ravage! and depredatiooi 
from outside. Robbm from Gwaret, Parkar and Sind coamad 
(he country uachecl^: Wage/ in particular lufiered terribly 
from their plundering raids. The Jamadar d eci d ed that the 
fine step was to give the districts edecave protection. 
He took up res^cna In W^ad and waged vm against die 
robbers a powerful force. Before roany months had 
paied, order was rastoied: local magnates who bad profited 
from the general confusion by maintaining their own private 
bands of plundeioe were given a stem lesson when Hajaji. 
Ttiakv of the town of Samwab, was attacked in overwhelmiDg 
force, hii strongh^d looted and destroyed and bis following 
rithei killed or driven inio exile. The dues of the cenffal 
GovensDcnc were collected for the frm rime for many yean; 
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evny neic of robbers was clBared up and the auibonty of 
BhuJ wss again reeogouod (htougboiie Wtgad.Tbesubmknon 
of Wagad was (quickly followed elsewhere: in (he whole of 
Kutcb only wo «»>«* reftued lo subnuL Mundia» where Doaal 
Vans held our, was uucked and taken; its former master was 
allowed to sedre on a small allowance (o Bctu in Abdaie. It 
was put m durge of a Bania named Hansraj, whoae life Fateh 
Mohammed had saved when they were bothaerrana of Dosel 
Vara. Mandvi peoved more dlfilrult; u was very wealthy, and 
(he Thanadar who commanded it was able to buy friends in 
influential posiriona. Jamadar Patch Mohammed decided to 
wait .for hii opporcuuty. 

Meanwhile, ewo otha osterpruu engaged hio, although 
neither was allowed to iaterfsre with his reotgennadon of the 
Kingdom and his appoaunent of competent, loyal o£cen to 
do justice and to assert the royal aueh^iry—as when he ob* 
umed for the Maharae the entire diifficrofBhachM.in Wagad, 
and by good managemait nude it among (he most proiperois 
and populous Durbar territories. The first enterpciM was the 
anerdon of Kutch^s claim to Balambha in Nawanigai, which 
had been takm ever by the Jams In the time of M^ao God 
IL Fateh Mohammed made no serious effect to reoccupy the 
place but he insiited (hat tribute should regularly be (or 
it and he launched expeditioni year after year to insore that his 
demands were corned with. The Ruler of Nawanagar could 
not resist the for^ tWucK Kutth sene against him but he would 
neva pay the tribute of bs own free wU: it had always to be 
extortM from him. It haa been indeed suggested that Parch 
MohamiiKd was more anacious to exercise His army than to 
settle the Bakmbfia question and that (bi thii reason be was 
quite content to keep KutchV rights alive by this method of 
aiaertiog them, ifte other oitopriss which intcreatedhim par¬ 
ticularly was the establiihment of a nrong (bit and a pcceperoui 
port at Lakhpat. The plan was useful in ewo way*. It was an 
e fl e eu ve bulwark agaiosi any (urure hostile acovicy by the Sind 
Amin, now dsnd^ into independent bran che s whiefa were 
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generally quairellmg among tbeouelm, li alto erploiced (he 
oaruraJ |>cesi*biliti« o£ trade along the eutem moucb of the 
loduL Like almoit ererything lahkh Faceb Mohammed took 
up> the developmene of rj>khpat proved successful; but cLe 
jucidar and the kingdom did net reap the full fhiics of the 
enterprise for some time. 

It was now die mm of Mandn. Jamadax Parch Mohammed 
realued chat it was impoadble to reduce such a wealthy port by 
the ordinary procedure of siege and aiiaiiie; and with the eye 
ofa been Eacrician he lui oa t pka which proved effective. 
inatrucced Haimaj to collect a flonOa of boats aesecly at 
Muodn. A naval expedition wu then planned to Intercept the 
annual deea of Mindvi veaieb which returaad from Ease 
A&iea and the Sea. Every ship was captured and brought 
to Muftdn; the whole commercial liic of Mandvi came co a 
iiandseill. The Mandvi merehanti, iaeing ruin, decided that they 
could no longer afford the expansive luxury of defying the 
tutheticy of Dhuj; they sought cut Jamadax Fateh MoharnTnad 
to seek Hrms. Wjth considerable adroitness, the jamadar 
restored all the ships and cargoes uncondiuonally; whereupon 
the metehania of Mandvi made over the city to hii 
ofiem. Hasoraj was pui in eonunand as a reward for his 
share c the successful upshot of the a Air. 

With the submiasioo of Mandvi, the whole of Kurch once 
more acknowledged the royal authority and complete tran* 
quility reigi&ad. The wise rule of Jamadar Fateh Mohammed 
steadily advanced the country to iu forneT presperiry; thoe 
leened no renson why another golden age shoold not dawn. 
But thejamadas’i power depsided wholly upon the £kX chat 
he wss the Diwan of fihayi Bawa. 'Hut Prince was now 
beginomg to past oat of his minoriey and to spite of Faieh 
Mohammed's ropectful bearing towards him, he became moie 
and more jealous of die Jamadu's power and influence. Nor 
were there wanting plenty of mtemted peisons to make as 
much mischief as possible, chief among them being a Jamadar 
named Mo^l In tSor, at a pleasure-patty on the Bhuj lake, 


TBI COMINO 0;T8I SRITISH 
Bhaiji Bawa cook too mudi to dnnk anj picked a quarrel wiiK 
tkejaoudar. He accused him oftrcuon and, worioj^ 
up into a fury, arracked him. Matters were parched op but io<» 
afterwards Bhayi Bawa demaoded the rcreaws of Mandvi for 
hiiDSelf. The request was refused but Bhal^ Biwa asd his party 
contrived to win over Haninj. One day. wKa Fatsh M^iam- 
med was away in Lakbpat, Bhaiji Bawa rode to Maadvi with 
an escort of troop &om Bhachau, whose pmson^onunander, 
Mohanuncd Mayan, had beat won over by Moqi and was 
admuKd to the city. Hansraj deelind hz him and drove out 
the mihoa who remained loyal to Paedt Mohaovned. At the 
lame tune, Bhaiji Bawa entered ace aegetiacioni with the 
Thakur of Morvi for a body of troop. Jimadar hutened 

back from Lakhpat and datpatdtad a force mdcr Askaran 
Seth to prevent the invaalon. The Morvi troops were inter¬ 
cepted and badly defeated before they could reach Bhsiijt 
Bawa at Mandvi and a decachment sent out by Hansraj to link 
up with them was also crushed. But ia spite of dus lueeeas, die 
cidebepn to turn against thejarnadar, dnee hacouU no longer 
elaisi to be acting la dseume of Bhaiji Bawa. HisownoffiMt 
a( Ukhpat defected to Hanitaj and he was obliged to recall 
Askaran Seth from hu victorious campaign in order to eon- 
eentrete lai su pp o r ccti teund the eapim. 

As so often happesis ui drcumstancea like these, everyone 
who had cause to Patch Mohammed, or had been 

reaeruful of hii strong administration, hastened to join Bhaiji 
Bawa. That ?dnee found his suppotten so numerovu thai he 
was able to gaihec an Overwhelming force outside Bhuj. 
Fateh Mohammed judged further resistance useleti, and agreed 
CO lurreadet the capital in reture fer Anjar and Bhachau. fiui 
before be left Bhuj be heed Mahaiao Rayadhan. who proved 
a boublsome legacy to Bhaiji Bawa and Hansraj. To make 
worse, before the year 2 was out, Bha^ Bawa died 
suddenly. Tlie Mahvao, who had submitred to long years of 
reainint with fasly good grace oat of respect for his brother, 
new msiitcd ujson ruling once egain. Ke rumed out to be as 
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violent «s ever and very nearly Jailed Haaifaj. who had 
become Diwan. Hansr^ reniraed to Maodvi end aa&cy but the 
Miheuo, who had no money and no adminimaiion, wai eooo 
ohlifed to TBcaU him. Kanirej eame back and took charge of 
thingi, managing to con£ne the Mahaiao once more. Being a 
man tome insight, he despaired of the hieure of Kutefa mda 
emating condidooa and he began to think very Krroiialy of 
coming ro terms with the Bast India Comply, who were 
already at this time extending theit inBueace in Gujarat and 
JUduawad. He made some overrules ro the Government of 
Bombay, aaking them to mediate between Bsieh Mobairuned 
and him^f and oRenng M cede Koleh ro them on eondiden 
that luitabla providen was made to maincain Maharao 
Rjyadhan in hit digoinea. Bitt nothing came of the idea: the 
British wete not yet inEercaied in Kuten and, in anv ease, were 
net amdous to irvoeesa that responatbilities while the Marathas 
were contending with them for power in India, The invitatien 
was twice repreted: on one occasion, in :t04, Hanaraj and 
jamadar Fateh Mohammad Jointly pref&red it: the Bombay 
Government eonaidered it carehilly, but deeded that they 
could no advantage from intervening in ICutchi a&ri. 

PauMohammedremained quietly in Anjar,devotiog hit 
energies to bujlding up a port at Tuna, just as he had built one up 
at Ukbpat But & work was evpeiuive aad w he no longer 
commanded the DarUr revenues, ^ began co levy a number of 
exacdoAi upon hia aupperteri, emong them being Aikaran 
Seth. Aakann Seth, annoyed at thk Rcatmcnt, aiked Haiuraj to 
attack Anjar and hinuelf joined the attacking force. Fateh 
Mohammed wai too stnmg for them and they retired to fihiy. 
Aa soon as Hansnj paid one of bis frequent vidis to Maadvj— 
the management of whkh needed constant attention— 
Askuan Seth revolted, set free M^iauo Rayadhan, and 
beome Ohwan. His son was held in Anjar at aecoricy for the 
^ainai him and he did hb bat co caprnie the town to 
relesM ihe lad. Again the attack aided in fiulure. Askaran Seth 
was at his wits* end for money, for the districa would not 



THB COUINS OF TB| BBITISH 
BckaovdeJge hit poaaon. Mid bo money nme io. He prcv 
c e e d ed to leize eke pmessions of i nomber of wealdiy ^uj 
dozesi. A riot followed and MaKaxao Rayadhan wu easly 
persuaded co order Atkaran Se^’s desik. The luckles Diwan 
tgtvcd kinuelf by taking wncnury in Mokanuned Shaka 
moe^^iM, nd eken fled eo Sind. Tiui wii in 1IC4. 

For (he moment (here was no rival in tke who could 
challer^ Janudat Fateh Mohammed for (ke poeeaeien of (ke 
capital He advanced 00 Bkiy and aoon mode himself muter of 
ie, Su( Maharao Rayadhaa had taken a great dislike eo hsn. and 
decid e d (0 rum him cot. The MoKarao led an eicack ia person 
and wu acddemly ihor in the foot. The Janudar'i power was 
sooaro'establiikedi but the wounding of^ Maharao, tkoi^ 

K ’te unintenaeaol, injured Petek Mohammed^i preidge wick 
ordinary people end he never regained the esteem and 
eBkdonwkic& he had once Buoyed. In^d, the second pesiod 
of kia administration, which laited from tiee to hii death in 
jl:3, hea often been described by Kulek writers as a ud inti> 
climax when It 11 compared with ehebsuvolenee and humanity 
of his rule dating the minohey of Bhalp Bawa. A number of 
evplanationi have been luggeited; tke favoutire ooe is that tke 
miafoctunes and tke Ingrautudc which he had experienced had 
soured his charact&r, (t seems more likely, however, that ke 
was convinced by experience of the impeedbility of bilding up 
any tuble suucture of adminutnuon except on a foundation 
of fear. Ke had found chat loyalty to the nsccesuon of masters 
whom he had served so well had proved wasted; be bad treated 
his sobordioaM with (be utmost ooniideraclon, only to be 
deserted by them in tke un>e of Kii need. From tke tiine when 
he began co eierciK paws for a second time, he worked on tke 
pnncrple of making people afoiid to disobey hh ordos. lhi> 
fomiMcdy for himself however, disorder had gone so £u that 
it was now dUficuli to aimt; reaetaace (o (be authoricy of 
tke Central Government had become the rule bi evsy district 
Jamadar Fateh Mohammed had always been a soldier by in¬ 
stinct; he DOW began to ^>plY purely military methods to tke 
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solution o£ cHe di£culne«, ofv>i3se«vaiuTute, he encountered. 
Since he )ud found thw loeaUy-rMruited ttc»op» could aoc 
tlwsys be crusted to remain £sih£il to him in advene drcuin* 
icances, he b^an to eo^e nercotaries from Sind. Futjpueaiu. 
and Eathiawad, These men had no ties with or anadunenc Co 
anyone in Ruech exeepc the Jamadar huntelf and with cheic 
awiirance he proceeded to bmid up almoct absoJuce auchoriry. 
fine he was unwilling to expose them to the losses and frustra» 
lions inseparable ir^ long sieges; he prefened lo keep their 
lerengeli intact and co use them in rapid operabona, Poc dui 
rsMOA he never pushed heme his aereupcs to aeise Lakhpat and 
Mandvi. agamn which he made sev era l expeditioni; and both 
citiea remained iadependent under the control of f linmj, who 
formed a rallying point, until his death in iSc$. (or everycne 
m Kuteh who dibiked Jamadar Fateh Mohammed. 

The yser la impocianc in Kuceh history as marking the 
£rM focmal connection between the Jade)! Mahanes and the 
East bidla Company. The Influence of the Brldsli bad now 
escabhshed itselfarmly in Oujarac. The Gaakwsr, who ex er » 
eised cribeeary rights ever almost all the Kaihiawad States, had 
become ^elr suburdinate ally. The British R.esidenc in Baroda, 
Colonel Walker, had lately rucceeded in arranging for the pay¬ 
ment of the Gaekwarb dues by the Katluawad Princes upon a 
And bans, without the ex to r tions and oppresnons which had 
marked the annual coQectioM by force trt Marscha arms. The 
British authorities do not seem to have ehetuhed any pertieular 
dtngns against Kucchi indeed they had declined oo fewer than 
three mvicadooi to mediate between the Actions and to lake 
over the Scats. Sue between iSoe and iBc9 drcumicances 
combined to increase the impottaaee of Rutch in the eatima- 
lion of the Company. The first of the &cton whkh induced 
the change war die hostility of the Tafpuc Anun of Sind, who 
were showing tbeffiselvei eonsueendy ucflimdly to die 
firitish, and from time to tune threatened that they would use 
Kotch as a bsiu of operanons agamat British influence m 
Gujarat. Since the relationi betwem Kucdi and Sind were so 
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fiien^y, and KiUch was so dunmnd by the ovalry between 
Fateh Mohammed ajid Hansraj due it might readily have Imc 
loelTto any designs fiivouredby die Anun, there was undoub^ 
edly a certain rvk ro Btituh power in western India from char 
tjuarcer. This patocular daj^er might, or might nee, material* 
ise; allhough the Company were not Hkdy to (hrget that 
Janiadar Fateh Mohammed had at one time hw i In fhesdly 
correspon d ea c e with Tipu Sultan and other of their enemies, 
^ome of the Anjat artillery came from Seringapacam.) Bqc 
^ aecoad factor, ac least, was one which admitted no specuk- 
iloQ—the continued iuerfercnce ten the Kutch side, ^ land 
and by la, with persona who were tmder the Company’s 
inAuence or protection. During the test ten years of ^ 
nmeteenth century, daeoits from die Waged dinriei raided 
ceaseleeily eerosi ^ Ra&a into Kathiawad and, boides, (hsre 
waa more than one offidal expadidon from Koteh to enforce 
upon Nawanagu the aid eleim for tribute, Prom the Com* 
pany’i point efview, both the raids and the expeditions were an 
unwarranted intetforenee, Quite ei Mclous as theee ineunioni 
by land were the pirscies, oeganised from the Kuich ports in 
general and from Mandvi in pirdculat, which haraHed ship* 
ping, interfered wish trade and caused loss aod inconvesienee to 
she Company’i alUea end sulyecti. The Kathiawad pirata 
were also a serious nuHuicc; bet they at leut could be * sad 
wero-nleult with: whereas the Kucchi pirata were beyond the 
Company's jurisdktiou. Moreover, die Mandvi authorids 
ekifflu to impoce a heavy rax upon all veasels-^eo fitltish 
veai c b eotering the Gulf of Kutch. 

In addibon co thae coasidetahons, which together cencsbu- 
ted to make Kutch a country of some impotunee in the 
enuiution of the East Tni^ia Company, there was a funher 
fiiotoi wfdch weighed with the British. Britain was now 
engaged in the long struggle with Napoleon, whcee aoibirion 
Co strike e blow at her eastern tcritories was well known. 
French eoiiisaries had for some been active in itrengchai* 
mg oppoaioon to British infruence among those Fullers who 
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remained inclepaidfifu of the Beat Indu Company: it lud 
become a fixed objostfve of Britub policy in India to exclude 
both French and Amedcan lobjects from eveiy pan of India 
to which Brieuh inHuence could pmnnce. b was in pmiuu of 
this policy that the Company concluded an arnfigement with 
^i"«i by wbuh foeeignm were forbidden co settle there, 
although the Amin nil! remained suspicioui and howile 
towards the Seitiih. Prom the British poiDi of view, the arg» 
ments for making a limdai amngement with Kutch were 
greatly reinforced by the necesiry of some agreement to stop 
Kurch depredations. 

Hie isoUted podrion of Kutch had nude it virtually un* 
known to the finush. although the memiao of their influence 
mtt Kachiawad at tkk rune brought there, u it were, to to 
very threshold, Prom time to eune, British emissaries were 
despatched to Bhuj; it was from one of thcm^^epuin Seton— 
dial the Compeny received b e detsiled report eboue the 
practice, then widely prevalent, of female mfendcide imong 
the Jadqs RAjpuu of Kutch. During theee early yesri of the 
nineteeatk eeacucy, when the abolition of slavery and other 
humanitarian causes were begiazung to antsct great attention 
in Biicsin, such e custom as this exdKd the uemeer horror and 
reprobation among the Com|uay*s lervinti: and Colotiel 
Walker, who had ruecessfiiUy persuaded the Jad^a Princes In 
Kaihiawod to egree to its suppresiioo, sent a mosage to 
lemedsr Fetch Mohammed in l 809 , asking him to put down 
the prectice b Kutch. But the Jemadati who had hishudi fuUof 
political cronbles and who was not anxious to mcreas^ 
gratuiiouily, as U seemed to him—Jadria hoedliry, refused to 
bterveae on the ground that infiuukide was a long-eandbg 
cniiom anctioned by religion. This refusal oo doubt lupplied 
a further srgureent, if one wete needed, for the men who were 
eager to extend the sdvaniage of iUDeteeDth<eiiniry homan- 
larianhm to Eucch. It was to be some before the Com* 
paay were ready to make the nippreanos of female infiinticide 
a condinon of theh agreemenn with the Jad^ Maharaos. 
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Meanwhile, IS 1609, ckeu^enc thii^&omtkeBricubpdmio/ 
view was to stop Ruidii raiding aooK the Rann iato 
Kathiawad, wheihet by Dufbar troo(« or by bands of dacoits, 
to put down piracy and 10 keep out foreign mluencei. 

Sin ce there was no single authonry whidi could conclude 
an agrcemoit chat would be efiective for the whole of Kuteh, 
Co lo n e l Welker was forced to nefotisce leparaidy with 
Jemadar Fateh Mohammed and with I^iwan Hanara)—both of 
whom professed to be acting 00 behalf of Maharao Rayadhan. 
Accord^y two separate ^reemenu were made by Captain 
Gteenwcod, Colonel Walker’s representative, on October 
ad and a6, tSop, by which Jemadar Fateh Mohammed and 
Diwan Hanir^ each undertook to prevent troops fiom crossing 
iiiro Kaduawad; to accept arbitraaou in any dispute anting out 
of claims upon Nawuigac sod other States; to lupprw piracy 
and to expel those convicted of it and to farbid any European 
or American power to tec up an estabUthmant h Kueeb. 
HamrsJ was more favounbly disposed towards the Brstish 
than was Jamadar Feteh Mohamme^peesibly because hss 
potation was moK vulnerable. On Novembet lA, ilop, he 
invited ui Agent of the Company, with a miard of tony meiv 
to reside in Mandvi at hss expense: and furmer pot Mandvi and 
its dependttdei under the Comm/s proteedon by arranging 
for ewe baetalieni of Company! crocu to be assigiisd for its 
defence if it were letaeked. He also anoenook to enar into any 
accommodadoa with Fateh Mohammed of which the Com* 
paay might approve. But very soon after this agreement was 
accepted by ctie Company, Haiuraj died: neith« his brother 
Tokarji nor his son Shivraj, who nicceeded him, orried it into 
eflect. 

None of die agreemeiti of slop was elective: indeed their 
main unpomoce is that they conveyed imdotalongs on behalf 
of Kutch which brought that country into direct coonct with 
the Bridsb, chiB paving the way, tt 4 ien these undertakings 
were not observecC fbi direct Briiisb intervcntrai into ICutch: 
affairs. Haasraj’s successors did nothing to tupprea the pirates. 
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who were xtupected by tbe Srituh of sharing th«ir spoils with 
Induencial prottccon in Maadvi Oq the few occaaons when 
she pireies were aCTually arresred, diey nearly always escaped 
from ontody by some ^iinfbnanaK arddest’. Nor did Fateh 
Mohammed allow she proviaons o£ the agreement to lumper 
hii own acdvides in anyway. He sacked a wealthy town near 
Radhanpur. He maiched in full force to settle his dUferenees 
wuh Nawanagat by force of anni. only desisang 6om lui 
IncendoB when he was informed by an n Hi rial of the Campasy 
that Colonel Walker was advancing at the head of a Britiih 
force to stuck him. 

Sundarji Seih, the man who gave this friendly warning, was 
a Kutchi who had a remarkable career, eidmirudng in the 
IiKracive appoinemenc of the Company's Agent in Kathiawid. 
He had started in humble oecumatancea but soon developed a 
reniackable (lair for erading in bones, a buaineM which ha eon* 
ducted h^om Mandvi, It so happened that two British mcrehanci 
came to Kutch to sell arms to the Durbar; but in the confused 
eonditieni then prevailing, dtey incurred the hostility of 
tome powerful courden and vrect accused of espionage, 
icreited and imprisoned. Sundaiyi. who had previously hu 
dealings with British firms in Bombay, was convinced that the 
merchants meant no harm: he procured their release and 
arranged a safe conduct for them. Thev showed their gractiude. 
when Sundaiji next vidted Bombay, by putting him in touch 
with the Brii^ military authorities, who provide an excellac 
market fbcall the horses which he could supply. He became the 
leading horse-cancractot of the day and in his dealings with the 
Company oficiab he showed so muchintelligatce and sterling 
honesty that he was engaged to kelp in the settlement of the 
Gaekwai's intereics in Eaihiawad. He never forgot the land of 
his birdsandhisearttostve benefaction to the famous temples of 
Koteahwar. Ashar Mata, Dhinodhar. Rawal Pit and many 
other holy {daces are soil remembered. 

Sondsqi Seth's warning seems to hare been so far efieedve 
chat Jamadar Faceb Mohammed undertook no more official 
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ificuraoas aooh the Fjnn ineo dte Company i sphetc of 
influenM. Buc be eicker cnold not or would nee rearrain the 
opendoni of the banditi of Wagad. He did, if b true, tee up 
some Durbar pom; but these proved oo real obstacle to hands 
ofdacoics who were accuscomW to slip benveenthera and raid 
into Kathiawad. When che Company remoostramd with him, 
he argued diM the hat way to hamper the aedviria of the 
daeoia was ra see up poio on dte other ade of the Rann: he 
followed up this recommendadon by eauhlBhiitg a Dtaber 
outpost at Sanfhalpur. Wlien the Company aahed (he Janudw 
CO withdraw &om this position, because hb occupation cf it 
was coASraiy co die agreemeoc tBc 9 , he washed hb hands of 
all raponsi^iliry and dure is some rauoa to believe that he 
protecud certain nomnoui fobbed who were willing to pay 
thyRlee which he demanded. 

Tfu Company wete now getdng very dred of Kutehi 
depredaaoAsVl^^ ^ whi^ seemed to grow more 
vicious as time went on. Towards the end of i6ia, a firltbb 
envoy, Liaatenanc MacMurdo, was sent to Mandvt with 
instruetioiu to convey warnings both to Jamadar Paieh 
Mohammed and to ShivraJ that aehoui itepc would be taken 
unlcM piracy was put down and the Ineurdona into Kathiawad 
came to an end. MacMurdo, who was provided with a strong 
flotilla, wss also biscruccedto visit all the ports of Kutch towards 
the Suid side and to look ineo aflairi at and Sihra tn 

Sind Itself The considenble marine force placed at his db- 
poaal gave him the oeceaary itatus. 

Lieutenant MacMurdo, who wae shortly to be promotsd 
Capeam, was a rematfcabie man whose dose study of Kutehi 
aflairi began to bring him into prominence. He had a com* 
plete martery of the language; and there is a wideJy-believad 
tradition among die Kutehi people that before be was oflioally 
scot to Mandvi as the Company s envoy, he had visited Rurch 
in the dligobe of a Saddhu. He was thus able co make hii way 
into Anjar, whete he lived for some cifoe, and there fiotmed an 
admale of the relative ctrengdi of the various political partia 
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must Imv« b«ea of gme ssvke to his employers. So 
iboroQgUydi<j be suik himself into theli&ofihe country, the 
ttadidon ruci, chsi he acquired £ame as 'Bhme Bawa, and 
e?eQ some local repuadon for iftkcmy. 'Whetevec subieance 
there may be in this story, it is plain that MacMiirdo had som^ 
how acquired a good biowledge of Xutchi conduioiu and a 
real afeaoo ior the Kuechi people. Thus equipped, he wodced 
hard fix natly (welre monm to bring about some accommo- 
dacioD t^ich would sadsfy the Company without inTolving 
them h acdve iuerventioQ of the which would bring 
Kutch'i ndepecdence virtually co aa end. But ciieomitaaces 
were against him. ^.emoastfaneei co Shivr^ produced plenty 
of premiMe but no performance: while Jamadar Parch 
MolUnmed was eontemptuom enough of Brjoah authority to 
lake under hts proMdon in Bhuj a Sindhi who had esaped 
from Nawanagat ce Kutch afW aaiudnating a Britiah ofieer, 
Captain Phelan. By Aug wt: 3, iSi j, the Company loatpaucnce 
and addresicd an ulamacum to the Jamadar, wsroing him that 
unlea the depcedaaoaa acrosa the lUnn ccnscd. dfeedve action 
would be taken to enforce the agieement of i top. 

Before Pateh Mohammed could reply to this Utter, he died 
of the bubonie plagae on Oeteher s , lltj. This frightful viai* 
eadon bad ma^ ia appearance b Kut^ b ilia, and had 
Jready raged foe seve^ monthi, causing heavy mortality b 
the eida. Circumttancea were &vourabU Sot its ipmd, because 
tba diftorbed condiboDS of the country&de, reeultmg from dvll 
war between Bhuj and Mandvi and from COdteiti for paws 
between k>eal rivab, had drivm many people to refi^ 
bnde the towns, where at least they would be lafis from w 
robben who swarmed everywhere. No scabatict are available, 
but coocemporaty eadoutes, although not exact, indicate that 
almost half the population £idl victuni to the diseaK, The ou^ 
breah spread from Kueeb to Gujarat and Kadiiavrad, where it 
raged with almost equal foodty, 

Uofonunately. not even this natiana] calamity could bring 
peace to the dsaaoed realm of Kutch. The aothoaty which 
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Faceh Mohammed had built up so ruthkiily was mJiedted 
peacnbly by bis cwo elder sons, Husuin Miyu and Ibrahim 
Miyui. Of late yean, the Jamadar had relied very rmicb upon 
the adminiserative ability of an able BiahmiD, Ja^inn Mehta, 
whose services he had commended, with his dying breath, to 
hii hein. 

Hie Jamadar’s trust in Ja^ivan Mehia had already eawted 
some jealousy. The Jamad&M wife, edto was a eoimection of 
Mohammed Miyao. niU m charge of Misidra, hated the 
Bfahain. Ibrahim Miyan, chough the younger son, was the 
abler and the more ambiaoua of die two brothers and was 
ready to liscen to these who considmd Jsgjmn Mehta too 
powerful Quite soon after the Jamidac di^, a plot wu mode 
CO murder his erusred adviser, It was only frostrsted because the 
Arabs of the bodyguard, who liked him, decided to protsec 
him. 

At this period, for the fitst and last tioe in the history of 
Kiudi, 1 Kindu and a Muslim party found tliemselvei rivals 
for power. Fot many centuries the country had bean entirely 
&ee from communal feelhg and among thejaddai, Hindu and 
Muslim lamti tyete held in e^ual honour: Hio^u and Muslim 
ceremonies and observances were equally respeeted. But 
Mahareo Rayadhen’i disordered mind had of late taken an 
ckaggentcd delight in the excremeit auiceridei practised by 
reBgjous devotees. He no longer resmed the streets eompeHmg 
pessets by to declare their acceptance of Islam: instead, he set 
2 br hours at a tune, dressed as a fakir, redtbg the Koran and 
Celling hh beads. He had built a tomb and mosque iniide the 
palsce, and had left specific mitrueiioni that he wu to be buried 
thaem in accordance with the rites of Islam. This was a great 
mnovation, and astonished everyone: for the Royal House had 
always bem oefnatsd, aceofdiag to Rajput custom. 

The unlucky Mahareo, whose oieocal instability had brought 
so many misfortunes upon his couniry, died on Oaober 30, 
1813. leas than a month after his greatDiwan Fateh Moharasned. 
Ibrahim Miyan made ready to carry out the late Maharao's 
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instfuedoni fbc bunal; but the FjypuTMs)r/a^ who were is dw 
paUee, uodei dwluderslup of Ja^ivanMehik. rag e d the corpse, 
and oemaied ie with (ke cosconury ritual Aa open split dies 
developed bctweai the Mujiun psRy of the lace Jamadar aad 
the Aajpoi fecdoc, which wai aggraTued by a dispuce u to 
who should ructeed Maharao RayadKan n on the ga£. 

Rjysdhan 1( had left ao acknowledged heir; the poirible can. 
didatei were Maoaisgh, a natural too, and nk nephew 
Ladobha, ion of the late Bhaiji fiawa. There is reaaon 
CO lopcose (hat ladobha, now a boy of twelve, who had 
been bcought up with hi* coudn Maniingfa, now eighteen, 
had been recognued by some peopk aa the heir during the 
Maharao’i Ufiitunei but the Mertion of Racket ( 3 embay 
Govt, Selecdeiii XV.ao) that the ^reementi of ilop were 
made by Colond Walker with Malum lUyidhan and wuh 
Kumar Ladobha u hk hdr li baaekai, aa AiTehiaoD'i e»e 
[Thtila, VI. ro 8 s) ihowi. The lueceiiion, in £iet, wu ^uite 
open and rival &ccioQa ranged themselves bchtod each can* 
didau. The boyi remained excelleiu &iendi and seem to have 
known bnis o^ what was going on. Maniingh had a very able 
and attractive liitcr, Protcw Kcsat Bai, with whom at one time 
Ibrahim Miyan had had a ehildiib love afiair—which was 
nipped in the bud by Jemadar Fateh Mohammed, who had a 
wrong Mus of the propnena except where his own behaviour 
was coucemed. When [brahim Miyan succeeded to power, hk 
old friendihip with the brother and cuter inclined him to press 
Maniiogh*! claims, which were accordingly eadoned by the 
party of the late Janudar Fateh Mohammed, Including 
Mohammed Miyan of Mimdra, Doial Vani, and other influen. 
tul leaden. Maiutngh was accordingly set on the gsdi on 
January JJ. tti 4 , with ibe nils of Mabuao Kurmal U. 
Jigpvac Mehta, aloog with the Rajput courden, had supported 
Ledhoba. Huanin Miyaa, who being overshadowed 

by ha youngs and mote energetic brother—with whom, none 
the left be remained good frioids—showed gy>* of agreeing 
with Jagiivan Mehta, especially as Mohammed Miyan of 
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Murnira began la give himself great ain as a kmg^naker. 
While thae minoeuvies wete going on» the San India 
Company weie waiting for a reply to the uldmaeum which 
had heen addresed to the lace Jamadai Paieh Mohammed and 
Captain MacMiirdo was soil m Morvi to receive the answer. 
The deaths ofMaharao Rayadhan and of the Jamadarnarurally 
altered the eompleidon ofsjTainj and the Company tent a very 
crrtl meaiage to Hiissam Mryan. as the Jaou^s elden son, 
asking him to reecive a Company’s Agent in fihuj. The reply 
was uvourable, and an able Maiaihi, Raghoba Appa, was 
accordingly sent by the CoR^tany, He was well recdv^ by 
Hussam Miyan: teMrted fiivourably both on him and os 
Jag|ivan M^ta ann locceisfully pot forward a return chat 
Captain MacMurdo should be invicad to Bhu). Mohammed 
Miyan of Mundra dishlced the rum which events w«e takisf: 
and rseuned to Mimdra in disgust after filing so cancel the 
invieadon to Captaio MuMurdo. When Capcia MacMurdo 
atcivad, he took up with Husaain Mtyan all the grievances of 
the Company—Santbalpur: the peoteecion of notable pitaces: 
the asylua for the Sind 3 u aseaaiin: the raids from Wigad into 
Kaihiawad-HUid received coneiliacory replies upon ell^them; 
but befor e he left the country, he had wioeased Mohammed 
Miyan'a defsasvee of Hussain MWan’s orders &om the ssftscy of 
the walls of Mundra and bad wmed the defmlec impression 
that there was no oneia Kuteh with suffeieet authoriry to keep 
the kingdom peaceful and secure. 

Before long. MacMurdo’a condusioos weio appalliogly con¬ 
firmed. [brahim Miyan. defying his brother’s authority. al liH 
himself closely with Hohinunsd Miyan of Mundra, raided 
Anjax and asnt Doial Vani against Shhraj in Maodvi. Qvil war 
broke out and the dacoits oTWagad. seking their oppornsuty. 
redoubled ibeir raiding activioei actosi the Rann. pillaging 
some lucry villages in Kathiawad. The East India Company now 
definitely loat their temper and told Hussain Miyan that they 
proposed to follow up the dacoits mto Kurch lerriiory; to 
charge the Durbar with the eitpeoses of these operations and 
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to 4ppl7 to miking good die diznige done by the dicoits the 
jura# wkch Nawuiagit owed to Kutoh by way of mbuie, 
WluKver may have been the provoodon given to ebe Com* 
piay^ind, » we hire sees, ie wa# Knoui—the dfect of this 
message wu to if&oQt Kutchi pnde and bring iiuo diarepuie 
anyone who &voured friendship with the Briush. Had the 
G^peny I message been foUowM by instimi action the effect 
might have been good; but, contrary to MaoMuido’s advice, 

naforceappesredtobB^upthederaiuid. TheKuEchii thought 

that the Company was bluAsg. Huasiin Miyan made common 
eiMC with Ibrahim Miyan. Ja^ivu Mehta, who was known 
ta wish for good relsDoni wira the Co m pany, but who had 
loft populaiicy with the Arab Bodyguard b^use of bis there in 
the naenJ ceremonies of Maharoo lUyadhan, was seised and 
esteeutsd by the orden of Ibrahim Miyan. This brutal action 
was resented in fihuj and outside. Popular resenunwt encour¬ 
aged Shivraj of Msndvi to take a hi^ n the polities of the 
eapial. The young Maharto Bharmal was now anxious ro fm 
himself &om the eb9M which luttounded him sad lem to 
Shivtaj (btasBitance. Shivraj gathered a force, and advanced oft 
Bhuj ; ^ut before ha arrived, Ibrahim Miyan had been aisaMhia- 
ted by a Marwan soldier with a pnvate grievaeco lo revenge, 
HusMin Miyan killed or expelled all the ether Macwari troops 
in the eartiwn and rehrd entirely on the Arab metcenarke. 
This len him in no case to reaiit Shivraj, who had been Joined 
by Asbrari $ech and some of the MeyyW; he had to premise to 
lave Bhuj along with the Arabs, in return for die grant of 
Anjat, fihaebavi, Kanchkot and other territorla Maharao 
Bharmal appointed Shivraj and Askaran Seth as his minisics 
and took control of the admouscration. Hus was in Jasuiary 
itiS. 

The Mahano was aeither inclined to ac^cdesce on the 
Company’s terms, nor to defy Bndsh authority. He asked the 
Company to appoini Sundaiji as ihn agat in Bhu| metead 
of It^oba Appa. When they refosed, he expelled Raghoba 
Appa. But the Maharao was roo inexperienced and the atuaaoo 
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bcome loo difRculc^ fbr things Co go oo much loogtr u diey 
were. ShivnJ and Aikann mob <jaBJTeUe4: Mohamioed 
Miyan defied the toyaJ aochoncy in Mundre; Hisaain Miyan 
was earned one o£ Kafithkac, Worse pi ll Maharao 
made the mistake of quarrelling with same of ehe more power- 
fid of the Jadeja bheyyaJ, Had he been u strong as his aitcescon, 
he might have bm jusriiied in attacking and dactoying 
Asambia and io ferung in chief but during Maharao Rayadhan’i 
reign, the Darfaac had IcM prestige and the hiuyyeJ had now 
lai respeei for ie. Moreover Jamadar Fateh Mo]umjned*a 
acdoni in extending the royal donuoui at the otpenie of the 
feudal landlords had alarmed the bkayytj very muu: they were 
new determined to limit the Mahw’i powers m favour of 
their own. Before loog British neervendon was to afibrd them 
an opporOBUcy of doing this. 

SuccMiave by the Company to make good their 

threats to use force, if eh«lr deman« for redress wen not met, 
seen to have cenvinMd both the Mahsaao and many cf hii 
officen that the Bridah would never cake serious action. 
Accordingly, when a mixed field force of Company and 
Gaekwar troops advanced on Jodia in Kathiawad, with orders 
to reduce it for its disobedience to the januaheb of Navanagati 
Sbivraj did dotheslcale to supply the rebellious town with arms 
and ammumdon. This acoon seemed to the Compeny the last 
ctraw m their burden of grievances egalnit Katch, &r a hrtic 
while previously, In August iSij, dicoiti from Waged had 
croeeeo the Rann in force aad had actually attacked Captain 
MacMorda s camp at Ghaida. The Maharao was, however, 
startled by the rapidity with whichjodia was reduced by the 
Britidi. Thinldng chat he would be wise to take some action to 
men the Company's demands, he moved into Waged aod 
made a serioai effort to punish the bandits who aciacked die 
Ghatela camp. But the Compeny, having at long last croope 
available wioin striking discaace c^Kutch, now decided to setue 
their account with the Do^ar. The field force, whkh had taken 
Jodia, wae told to stand by for possblc acrion in Kucch and in 
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die of HovemW x8i$» a letter was deiivmd to the 

Mahano warning liim that the troope would advance into 
Kureh unices be undertook to compeaaafe tbe British and thcu 
allka (be die damage by the Waged bandits: to meet the 
expenses to which the Company and the Gaekwar's Govem* 
tnent had beoi put; to promise (pacifically to pieveat dacoities 
and pincifi in tiiture and to give aaiis&cbos (or his behaviour 
in refuMig to send a rcpresoitadve to Captain MacMiirdo and 
in expeli^ the Company’s agent from Bha|. 

The MaWao retuined no specific answer, sending only a 
measage professing his fnendly sentimena towards the British, 
Accotdi/^y the force under Colonel Base, eoniuiing of aboiu 
4 ,ooofigfadng men, cogecha with seme troops oftheGeekwar, 
erased the lUnn at Venasi. about fifty milee east of Anjar, on 
Oecembet tKtj. Captain MacMurdo wu m charK as 
pebcieal officer: he imaedneely sent mesengm to all the 
phfiemil fksyyed whom he knew to be hostile to the Mabarao, 
M well as to the aucbotltw m Mandvi and Mundrt, to explain 
that the Britiih contemplated no interforenee with the internal 
afiirsorKuteh. but were merely awooua to be indesnolfied for 
the damage wUeb had been InAisted upon them and their 
aubjacti by the Mahano’s lubjects. The Bombay Govemment 
aeecn to have thought that some of the disturbed condition of 
Kuteh might be due to a feeling that Maharao Bharmal was a 
usurper, that Udobha was the rightful hdr: but Captain 
MacMurdo soon (bund chat this was an entin miseefieeptioa: 
there was no objection to Maharao Bharmal and no feeling in 
favour of ladobha. Captain MacMurdo'i Inceniion was to 
march on BhuJ and to conclude a satufactDiy treaty but while 
the force was at Bhimarur, three marchea foom Bhu] and one 
from Anjar.some reteiners ofHusaaia Miyania Asyae poisoned 
the wella on the road to BhuJ. Hiis gave Colonel East a new 
eeocepdon of the of hostility which he must expect to 

eccouDter and it was decided to take preoautioni which would 
uj^uard the communications of tbe striking force with 
Rachiawad end ensure ia supplies. Hussain was 
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CQ allow a guruon (o ocenpy Adjv nd Tima, is pM(. He 
lerued, '^locupoQ Anjar was compelled Go euimdet after is 
walla had been breached by the Company'i aroDery in a single 
momingwDecemlKt 25. Thu denonasaaon of the poMPer of 
the itriking force ws quickly followed by concdiatory letGes 
to Captain MacMordo from the Mahano, from Shivnj, and 
from Moliammed Miyan. 

The force theo moved towards Bhig and encamped at 
Lakhand, where the Maharao, having no choke, quickly 
agreed to a iceary of fiiendahip and alliance with the Company. 
By this he pledged himaelf to make good allpaat, and any futute, 
losKa eaiMM by the dac^ of Wa^: to forbid hie eub)ecs to 
cioH the Rana to melG*r people on die other bde: to lupprsi 
piracy, making good any part et future loses amed by 
piratai: to forge eoftftKadng property wrecked on tbs ceest 
and to return it go the lawful owner: go fbcbid the en|agemsQt 
of Arab mercenerlea in Kvteb with the emepden of hii own 
guard of 400 maa a munber not to be exceeded: to forbid any 
outlaws finding aiyltun in Kuteh: to forbid any foreign, 
European or American force or agent to atey in or dm through 
Kutchi to make over to the Company the fort of Aiyax, with 
cweiuy-fcuc vllUgn end the port of Tuna: to pay over 
>00,000 koris a year and (0 receive • repreeenractve of the Com* 
pany at the eapital^hu repcseneatlve to liitea to oe een- 
piaino agafflst the Mehareo, either from the hh^yy^d or fiom 
the Diwan. In return, die Company engeged to cause terrirorv 
which had beoi alienated by the treachery of the Idaharao^i 
servaos to be reicored to him; to lubduc Waged to a recog- 
rucioD ofdieMaherao’a authority: to forbid their (objects, aloog 
with (he suttees of the Peiabwa and the Gae^vu, from 
attacking Kuich aoos the Rasn and to refrain from kiHkg 
cows and bullocks wiihio the limlo of Kulcb. This treaty, 
along with a supplemearary deed confirimng details of the 
Anjar cession, was signed at Bhuj in January i Bid. 

It should be noted that this treaty letKut^ apart from all the 
other States of wseem and brooght it into the select 
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at^ry-<ogff*et numbefing l«a than two *eore oui of more 
than Cn ka^d^-of Indian Sum who were deemed by che 
Brituh li being luAcieiuly important to merit being linked to 
the Bate India Company by a formal treaty of alliance aa 
conirajted with a moe feeognidon of theic existence by an 
mformal eogagemme or grant of privileges. 

As soon as cbeae attangemenb were completed, the Com- 
pany*! force moved eaicwaid in» Waged and by the end of 
Pebruary the whole of that turbulent distnct had been reduced 
to good behaviour and to acceptance of (he Maharao’s anihor* 
iiy, including the payment ^ a yearly aaseiiment on each 
pl^gK Mandvi. Mundia. Bhaehau. Sisagadh and every other 
town which had rained the Durbar lubmiteedi to that Maharao 
Bharmal. like hit predeeeston uadi die time of hii father 
Maharao lUyidhan H. was in (beery niaseer of the whole of 
Kuceh axttpt Anjac and Ul dependeneda, where Captain 
MacMurdo remained with a small Bridih deeaehment after 
Colenal Baif i force had tone back to KaOiiawad. 

The Amist of Sind had watched with eennderablt alarm the 
precea by which Kutch had been brought within the orbit of 
British inkuenee: and they did their beet. ^ sending an envoy 
CO Bhiu. to persuade the Mahano to tubetiniee an alLanee with 
them for his recendy-eoncloded engagement with the Com¬ 
pany. But ch^ had no succoi: Mahano Bhacxnal wai in no 
mood to break with the British, who iu June lii 6 bad reduced 
by anriy half the claim for two million rupea due to them as 
eompenaadon for the depredadom across the Rann and for the 
losses inflicted by Ku^ pinres. They had. in addition, 
relinqubhed the annual payment of aOO.000 koni originally 
secured to them under the ueaty. Captain MacMur/o was 
appointed Resident atBhq and elector of Anjar; and Kutch 
seemed to oarer once again upon an era of peaceful 

ptosperiry. 

Unformnately, dieie proepecia were iUtsory. It is customary 
for Bridsb hlscocians to blame Mahano Bharmal for all that 
went wrong in Kutch between 19 id and 1S19. Indeed, no one 
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4 ;nulii £i>d excuse for cemio of his ACQOAS, whidk must appear 
to aay uaprejudiced hliKomn boch scandalon and 
But (here can be liule doubt thae be Viris deiammed to tae the 
poriiion ofadTinot^ into which Bticub intervemton bid pUctd 
him 10 redrsi the eturoachmenq upon the Durbar's authority 
which the anacchy of MaKaiao Rayodbin't re^ had pec- 
mined. A common accusation made againat bim in Bndab 
documeius >i that he waa hoatile eo the Mayyad: but it would 
probably be more accurate to uy that the 6Aayy«l were hcmle 
to him. During the time wbenjamadar PaeeK Mohammed was 
in power, the influence which he exereued in the name of the 
Rider wai bitterly resented by the Jadeja noblea, who had 
alwiyi hated (he widening of the gulf which had begun to 
aeperaee even the meat pewer^ ofthem from the Mabarao. 
This gulf became inevitable, aa we have leen in dealing with the 
reigna of Maharaot Deui and Lahho, ai soon m there was need 
for a reguhr adninMcsaive itructure in Kuicb. Only the 
Maharao and hii minhteri could supply ibii need i and the feudal 
relationship between the Mahanoa ind che Jadeja Ueyyad, 
which had*sufieed for the ret^ukamenB of the country during 
the earlier oetlodi of Jaden lupremaeyi had proved ^uite 
made^uate for an age in wnich eomnereial builaeia iacerasci 
were already begiiuung to calee on a modem GcmpIndOQ. 
Mahaiao Bhatmll seenu to have realoed this, more or le« 
clearly, and he certainly worked eonaistently to fortify the 
position of the Throtve by resuming the power* which h^, In 
course of dme, been taken from the but which had 

been diasipated, during tha anarchy ofhii father's rdgii, among 
prominent members of the nval poLdcal cliques. The hfu^jnd, 
on their ode, were determined to resuroe the powen which had 
been taken from them, and to teven, u thoroughly at they 
could, to the old position by which the Mahaiao was Utile 
more thaa the accepted chiefand leader of a eollecnop of feudal 
barons whose powers were almost as great as his own. 

The immediate iaaue of tbe uievitable cusde which broke out 
depended upon which nde could gain the support of the 
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BnQsH. It k clar 6oin tbs eoncempomy evidmee thdC the 
Compeny were quite utisEed widi the Tteeey of and had 
□o with to push intcrveDQonaiiy further. At the tune Bjoe, 

KoEchwascIcae co Smd; the Smd Asiltt were unfiiendly to the 
Snruh^ and Sind, and by consequence Kuicb, was linVrd to the 
wider aspects of mieoutiooal af&lcs b e cause the Sind Amin 
were, in name at lean, tributanes of the Durrani monarchy of 
Kabul, When the Amirs failed to detach Maharao Bharmal 
from the Bntish alliance, they complained to Uieit A^han 
overlord whose pcAtlai they recognized only when it suited 
their eoaresicoco—and the I^bul Govenunent tent a pom* 
pouily'Wocded and thieateiung leet&c to the ComMny's 
Govemet^eneraL A tactful reply was sent from CaJeotta, 
pointing rac that Kutch had never at any time formed pan of 
the A^ian poMadoni and tliat the BrUiih had btervened only 
ee the ouent neeesary to protect their mterMi. The Afghan 
Government ihortly feund icielf at t acked by che Sikhi, and 
dropped the complaint. The episode had a certain inAuenee 
upon the ihaping of events in Kueeh because it made ibe 
Company realize that Kutch had ia own importance in the 
eyes of ^ Amin of Sind, and, poadbly, in the eyes of the 
Kabul Government also. Pot ihw reason the Compeny were 
note rensltive than thw otlterwlse mi^t have been to what 
went 00 inside Kutch, rat fear of poiiible repercuiaioni of the 
western frander of India: at the lerae time ^^hano Bharmal, 
although he had rejected the o va t ui e s of the Amiri, had not 
remained ouirely uiuAected, in hit attitude tovrardi the 
Britiah. by the allegahoni of the Amirs’ agent that the Com¬ 
pany were iotendiag to conquer and annex both Kutch and 
Sind. Indeed, he began to collect troop* to defend himself in 
caseofactacL 

A good deal of gradually developed 

between Mabarv> BharnuJ and Captain MacMurdo. The 
British Reaideait leems to have had the vreliare of die State 
sincerely at heart and be was amdoui that the Maharao should 
select irusrwanhy advhen. He hoped great things from 
t9S 


THB C 0 MIH 6 OP TSB BBilTISH 


Rartansey Jena, nephew of (he funoe Sund&^ Scdt; bac no 
one seemed able co work with Bbarmal {or very long. Hie 
biitb of ao heir in Auguic i8iti seftled the rucceaioo, tod the 
Maharao’t course oughi to have been smooth enough. But 
be tell ioto the hands of unwonhy fiTouhCa; he began to 
neglect the efiairi of the State and he became a victim to 
dronketiaesi and seojuaUcy. At the same rime he did not relin* 
(juish hie purpose of asserting hu supremacy over the Jadeja 
bltayytJ, It sterna probable that he could have pursued eithec a 
life of pleaAsre or his fixed piirpoae: hit efibrt to combine the 
TWO peoved fatal to him. For while hii aciicns agauiat the 
Jad^a barons ensured thctr hofdbty, the kind of Ufe which he 
led, and his behaviour to Captain MacMurdo, lest him the 
suppccT of the Company, upon which hu position reaUy 
d^ended. He wm foobsh enough to have hh couatn Udobho*- 
aow in 00 case to harm him, and usually one of hie boon 
coupanien^brutaQy murdered end to ireet with huihoees 
the widow of the murdered man. This lady was the daughter of 
e Kaihiawad chief, who complained to the Bombey GeveriH 
ment about the afiair, alleging that his daughcet*i udant girls 
W been previously killed teeording to JadeJa cussm, and 
chit her owD lUe was now in danger. The Raident oddreued 
a remonstrance to the Maharao, and, at the same time, 
affronted fibirmal—probably unwitdngly—by asking some of 
the leading Jadqe chiefs to intercede with him on be^f of the 
widow. Thw ^leb were only too happy to be apptceebed by 
the ficltlih aufhoritaei, end to feel that they h»d little to 
(ear from the Maharao. The situarion was dclkacs but the 
Maharao might stiU have surmounted his difieuleiee if he had 
been williug to the fihtiah Resident eactfldly. But 

Sharmal had taken a to MacMutdo: he boasted m his 
cups that he would turn the Bneish out of Aajai and when 
MacMurdo, with conaidaable courage, came to Bbt^ to 
convey in person a fnendly warning aboot tbe dangers which 
lay ahead, die Maharao made a polot of bang helpleaaly 
intCMcaied whenever the Retideni waited upon him. 


XItTCH YBSTSSDAY 


Tlie Ma]uno, ir is clear, had become dioc«ugfaly impaneot 
with Cepain MacMurdo aad indeed with die Briush. This ie 
perhapt undetseandable: he was yomg and impulsive sod he 
had e aansal of being lecrored m his shortcomings, 
Whu is less undenundable is his Mure to see (hat his best 
hope ofsubordinuing ihe Jadds bfkrjya^ to the Throne lay in 
cuhivstir^ the friadslup and support of the Rrsidmr. The 
Mtfyyed ^e no such miiuke: they began co petition the 
Compeny not only to intervene to defend th^ poeuiou 
against the Meharao'i claims, hut also to effect (he depoudon 
of the Maharao hsmaeli Mabarao DhermaJ, os hii tick made 
the crowning blunders of ssiemhliog s Urge body of troops! 
of scarcely dLsuidag hk horalicy to the BdUih: and of atca^> 
ing Adosr at ^ very moment when the chiefof that town vu 
If) Anjar, with the Resident, negodacing a tettlement of the 
claims ofiheDtirber. The Government of India took every ser¬ 
ious view of the Msharao'i hehavieer, psrekolarly u the Amin 
of Sind were making a fresh effort to wean Kutc^ ffom British 
influeneei. They decided to huervene forcibly in Kuteh affairs 
sad to take advantage of the offers of e>«perattoB and help 
igeinit Maharae Bharmal which had reeched them from 
several of the meet important Jadga hhayyad. A Btlclah force 
was aiKfflbJed et Anjar under the command of Sir William 
Grant Kelt: it wu ^oicUy Joined by the five prineipaljad^e 
chieff and by the Minuter, Lakshmidas Vallabhji, by UdaidL 
leading the Raipur Brahmini and by a mamber of lees Impot' 
tant n^les. (t marched on the capital in March }$J 9 . 

MaKsraa Bharmal had lost me game of wianing British 
favour and the hhtyyeJ had woo. Even so, he need not naces^ 
arily have hut hia throne but for the accident ofa violent lUness, 
which oiiirely incapacitated him and allowed the control of 
a&irs to past into the of leme foolish favourites v^ 
ned to organise resiitafice to the mixed British and Kutdu 
force which waa now encamped before fihuj. The Mahaxao 
was adied to nnendei hinaaelf and aa he did not do ao, the fort 
ofBbidu was esealaded, but without loss of life on either aide. 
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He tk«a gave himself op, so ill that he could scarcely speak. 
He was created wick respect, hoc was placed under goaid and, 
tbree days laser, he was formally deposed by she Rendent on 
the instructions of the finosh GoTcnnieiU. 

The dqiosisioQ of Mahaiao Bhaimal became the soune of 
some curious miiunderscandin^ between the Jsdeja due£i and 
the Snoib. The Jadejas had done everything in their power to 
invoke firicish mterveDtion they desred to obum 

fidrish protecDon against the steady dimuistion of their feudal 
phvil^a. As the influence of the Durber inevicsbly inercaied 
in response to the needs of orderly sdirinistrapoft, a dash 
between the Throne snd the baioosge batsnae meniable. lu 
that clash the Jadeja nobility had now won an imporcaac 
victory but they were taken aback when Maharao Bhsrmal wsi 
formally deposed. They had eagerly schemed to d^v« him of 
power biu they saw oo rteion why the admiiuicraEion should 
not eondnae to be carcied on in his same. Their astmiihmnt 
was increased when they discovered that the British were 
looking CO them co *deer a mceeasoc co the Mahacae. SikK a 
liciAsuon had never arisen before in the oitire lone hiitOfy of 
the Jidqs oeeupsdon of Kutch. The ThroM hsd uiosUy 
deac^^ by prtoogemtute, or else by the aup /sue of the 
itrongesc snd most determined pcinee emong the clslnstis. 
The sucesHful eandidste was then 'recognized’ by the horasp 
of thejsdeja nobility but they had never 'elceted'hiffl: nor did 
they claim to do so now. Since the Sridsh eppeued to attach 
importance to a procedure which was <^ulte meanmgleH ia 
Jsd^a eyes, the Js^a oobiliry politely acquiBieed. AeoMding 
to jad^ custom, there was only one poisiUe loceeiaot to 
M^iarao Bhaimal when Maharao fih&rmal ceased, cither by 
death or by depoiitioa, to be Mahano of Kutch. Bad that was 
Maharao Bharmal'i infeju son. Deul. So the Jadga nobiUty 
^elected’ him. Yes he derived his tide not from any 'electicn’. 
but Qoro his podtioQ ashis father s son. 

Everyone in Kutch seems to have known this, except the 
firitisb. They, with the ideas of constinittoaal monarchy takoi 
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{tom (hw own history, quite genuinely believed Hat the 
jtdejs noWUry hai the ‘right* » 'elect* a Mahjtw: aad they 
wete ioclDed to praiK 'the dirificerestediiBS and forgiTenes of 
bjuhet’ which the J»ddu bad shown in ' elcfrin g* Maheno 
9 hmnj]*s son. They dil not realize that ac c o r di n g to Rutchi 
idM, little Prince Dm] became Mahano aufomMi^ as soon 
as his fuhec ceased to tulc 
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50AfE £FfSCT5 OF 
BRITISH INTERVENTION 


AonsaABLY W the ^re of the Jher^a fiK&yy«d the 
Honourable Comp any ^reei la dcduing Bherinuljee M heve 
fW&eed ill daimi to the guddee of Kueeh.and be ii ucordlng- 
ly eeleiuJy depoeed.* So na the wcon d utlde of che Trewy e£ 
AiUuice concluded ia October 1S19 between the Beet IndU 
Company end 'Hii Kighneii Melw^e Mine Reo Shree 
Deeeuljee*, hie hein ud tuecaion. Cepteia MecMurdo tept^ 
tented the Coinjuay» while JedeJei Fcithit^i, Vijeyinj|i. 
Mirunenji» Pregji. ?ngji Mubji. Alieji, NooghenJI. Bhanjl 
end Teimeiji signed on behalf of the Kueeh Durber what auit 
surely be coadderod one of the moit reoarkable revoluoomry 
documena co whkK the Govenunent of e lUj^t State ever 
became a patty. For in this Treaty, the 'cighfofieudalchiefi to 
'elecf theif Fouler was acphdtly see out: the 'eight* ofihejadeja 
hhryyad, like that of the Ruler himiel^ to be free &om all 
fttidih uiiHoricy in theif domesck coneemi was recogn^d; the 
Bridih undertook to guaraniee by separate deeds the Jedga 
bhaYyad and all the premiei nobles {cidudifig the Minista) In 
fisll enjoycnmi of that possessions, wholly independently of 
the aiuhoriry of the Durbar. So aealous. Indeed, were the 
Company in 'proteccing' the rights of the ieudal nobis againsc 
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pc«ibl« eocroacHjnmt by (he Ruler dui even Uiea.rncJewhidi 
bou7^ (beMaheno to &Sbrd die ficitish wlut armed urucance 
be could give in of need wu limieed by the proviso clue 
oo comspondiog cbligaiion should be impoed upon the 
bhayr^^ conOary ro cheir eseablished euseorar. 

The Copipuay’i Buervenbon had thus at a stroke reversed (he 
whole (raid of political evolution which, during the preceding 
rwo centoriei, had been dcvdoptng in Kurdi. This (rend had 
been in the direccioD of building up, under the ceorral authority 
of the Mahanoi, a type of admiiiatranon which, wieh ell its 
limitaDCQs, was better iiuted to the needs of (he nec^e (ban 
the separate jurisdietiona of the feudal baroni wnidi ie hid 
b^n Eo diip^e. It was a great ouifartcme ehat the Company V 
first eleae eontacn with Kutcfa should have rakcsi place duru^ 
the period when dnocderi on a scale never before experienced 
since the early days of the Jsde)a eon^iMse, sliould have para¬ 
lysed the emltfyo central administraboo which earlier rulers had 
been carefully ereacang. The Conpany found no effective 
voice to controvert the excresno claims of the feudal baronage, 
even though these claims were based upon social condibons 
which hsd already begun to pass ewsy, The cardinal principle 
which the Company endeavoured to apply whenever they 
underiook the rasponslbiliTy of extending their protection to 
new terricorus, was to disturb presexipeive rights as little as 
possible and sioee it was tbe bkey^, not the Mahatao, who bad 
gained the Company*! ear. it was the bhayyeJ's views which 
(when allowance is made for British unfaamiaricy wieh Kutchi 
political ideas) carried the day. 

It is ifiteeeatmginthii connection to feid how completely the 
early Britiib writers on Kutch aflairs accepted un<^oestioningly 
the most oneme claims as to the feudsl baronage, lo i 8 ( 9 , 
when Captahi MacMnrdo was Resident at Anjar, he read a 
p^wr 00 Kdccfa to the Bombay liioary Sodely. which u 
reprinted in Volume Q of the Society*s Tratts^iMj (tSao). He 
desoibed the govemmeni of the country as a pure aristocracy, 
nui^ch power *bvasEsdio • variery of chiefs on their rasper 
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tiT« terniorws*. TlieM chie& luve i who u waded no> 
CO whom they owe the duty' oT mUicaiy Kcvice, with that 
reUdons and folio w«n» when called on’. Ble goei on to dacribe 
how these chiefi ate the heads (diet) of theie own &tnihes> 
who ate scarcercd ai 44juires and landed propneton owing 
milirary smrice to their own leaden, not to the 'no*. Neither 
the *no’ nor the chieft, accordir^ to Cepeain MeeMusdo, have 
any amhoncy over their relativea, or can inwrilue In any way 
with the managonent of cheic villagei, although the author of 
the pa|)er notes chac many proprietors had lest their 

holdingi ’doring the govemment of a Mabomedan uiurpcc 
who died abouc five years ago’, Tkh is the sole reference in a 
long and mteteiting description of Kutchi condioons to 
Jamadat Fateh Mehanuned’iconiisKateadcavoucco strengthen 
the eentrsl auchoticy by ducking the growth of independeai 
jurwdicuoni and reiumlng the land of rebelliooi vmiU. 
Capiaiu MacMwrde notes that each chief had hh fort for 
defence ond that the lebourng claasa and the merehaaa are 
very well ere«wd» sod cao move from place to place, being 
everywhere welcomed by the chief whose livehhood depends 
upon them. The faeiliey with which the ryot or merchant can 
c&ange from one vilh^ to another gtvei him ea importance 
known under no other deaoiption ofnadve govamnunt.' It 
u, indeed, typical of Ceptain MecMurdo's approach that he 
»kf.uld attribute to the feudal baron^e'l eetitiM the unique 
peciuoD which mercbants end euldvatots occupied in die social 
structure ofKuteh. The Kutehi genius &sr ctadlng overseas, the 
encouragement given to trade by succoaive Maharoos. the 
loag^ublisbed commercial cop n ecboci between Kuich and 
the outside world—all these fetors are completely overlooked. 
Vet in another passage Captain MacMurdo notes that the trade 
ofMandvikept more than dghi hundred vessels busy: that the 
final rmnua of that aty, i"riiwiing town and port dues, 
were worth rwo and a half lakhs of rupees: that there was abo 
a conaidcabie inland trade with Marwir and Mfwac and that 
(he inhabitants nvunbsed ffry thousand people. The smsUor 
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pora afUkhp«C and Muodra had pepuladou ariifteaa tbou- 
wid and cwdve tliMuand, and tevmoa of axry thousand 
rupees and thirty ibowand fupe«, wspeetively. How this 
vigorow economic hCe, nndi the adminittrarive tytceo which 
it must have ntaiied» fitted in with the archaic feudal paRern 
of sodery which, according to Captain MacMurdo» charac¬ 
terised Kuich in his day. it is diftcgit co see. (t seems clear, 
indeed, that hi( description ia onodded. in ante of the amount 
of cohoiH and detailed informatioa wbh^ he has brought 
tether. 

The whole tenor of MacMurdo'i account shows chat m 
spite of his con^arable knowledge of Rutclu condido o i. the 
bulk of his informanon was derived from the greater and 
lesser feudal nobilicy, whcae diviiient into Rajput and Muslim 
landholders he kcs out in detail. Kss own exeerienees with 
Mahatao Bharmal were, as we have seen, unhappy. His ra- 
marb upon the Jadejas in general are suthing. panicularly in 
regard to their practice « female infenilcide. a topic with 
which his Bemhey audience was no doubt greatly coneerTted, 
He went so fiu aa to estimate that at the time when he was 
speaking, there were 'uot sixty ^ lay ibtcy purposely so be 
beyond doub. although It slwt^d nearer diirty) female 
Jhaiejas alive at the moment*. Hew he arrived at this figure 
defies eonjecEUM, for his fscilidea for esdmatmg the number 
ofKeJpui ladies of good femlly hvii^ b purdah must, to say the 
least, have been But the horroti which he describes 

may well have looigthesicd the diseosiuon of the 

Bombay GovtfnmefU to intervene in Kuich afiwi. 

A more bslsfieed. end on the whole more per c ep civg. 
account of Kuich condiaoni at this pedod is available from 
thejoucaal, wiiuei t five years later. the femous James Tod 
who coocrived to tee M^vi and'-by tiding all ni^t—Bhu). 
and to tenimby tea to Bombay, all in the conne ofa week os 
two, in January iSaj. He was geeady impreeeed by the dilfer- 
ence berweea Kuteh and the Scaia of Rajputana, panicularly 
Mewar, vdneh he knew so well He concluM that these difet- 
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«oca were cncuely due co Kueeb s iiuaUf eondiaop, iritkh had 
proerved tbe sristoctiey in 'dJ their mdent ind^endeoi 
privilegei’. He was coU duz the nohla sueceeded (o eheir fie6 
without natrma to the Ruler, who was only endtkd 

to decasd ii ^oin them on the nn-arrm* of hii own accession, 
of his own marriage, and of the birth of his son: that no aa of 
(he Ruler was independent of *the great council of chi^’ i that 
no Uad grsAT. once made, could ever he resumed. Tod's iiw 
formation, Idee MacMurdo's, nuinly from sourca which 
bad invoked firitoh intervention to maincun thea: claims, 
howevei ilUbued. No wonder that ha wss impreased by '(he 
nngylar picture of a prince without any civil jurudlciloB of 
control beyond hia own peraorval domain, and exeeciaint the 
smallest poeiibie quannry of political power to keep the tramo 
of sodety togeeher', Sut he realised, aa Captain MecMurdo had 
not dona, that 'there etesced a division of the country which, 
with proper mansgecneot, mi^ have broken up the power of 
the ariatoctiey sad left the auuiority h the hwM of its princes, 
The Crown ^mam lurpaaed that of the whola body, and it 
engrossed the commetcid revenues of several dtiei and towna.' 
He might have added (hat the Crown also enjoyed the right of 
eoniiscaeing wrecks and of levying tell upon vesicla entering 
the Gulf 0? Kutch or plying io Kuech waters without a pass. 
With the mearu this althrded, It could always command the 
Krvieea of a portion of the faudsterus. Had Tod visited Rateh 
a century eerlttf ha would have seen that 'proper manegemenc' 
bad ind^ 'broken up the power of the aristocracy' in Etrour 
of the Durbar. When he came, there was no 03 M to tell him 
that the troubles which had ree^y led to British interveaiion 
were due to drcomstanca fortunately almost unprecedeotedin 
Kutch history. 

With the help of'the leepecuble Rutrunji* (Jrm) 'the most 
sagacious member of the Regency, 'James Tod co l l e cted a great 
d^ of infounsBOD la the course of a visit which was numbered 
io days rather than bi weeks. MuchofhisingauouilustoricsJ 
speculations about Jadejs history and origiiu has been loper- 
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leiei-, but He imdMBTC li^g for, and knowledge q(. the 
Adjput cWaoer makes his observadons oa wlui he had 
gathered about ttceoi events very petdnem reading, He, too, 
was unpreaaed by wealth of Mandvi, with somedmes more 
than two hundred sail of vessels together m its roadstead: with 
its port duties wonh more chan ICC,eco r jpees a year; with iu 
dmhngt in *all the pores of Arabia and Africa: with its fifty 
bankers whose branch establishments and correapondencs 
smeched right up to noitbem India. Tod had a keen eye for 
economic as well as for political ingredienein a Sute’i makeup. 
This explains why he had a more Jute appreoacioa chan odio 
British contemporaries of the economic straits which explained, 
eren they could not exenae, the practice, current among 

Jedeiu, ^ifianad^-whidi he rigMy perceived was not 
eonEned to female infants. He realiM dut it was in part a 
dsperace eUbrc to avoid the further paniuoa of landed 
propetry among numcroua bcin; a peocess which had already 
reached a stage it which ^eneh ien*i shate could be curled on 
du poine cf his ipeu\ In part U wu a conaMueace of the 
difficulty of finding bridegroomi for Jede|a girls within the 
narrowly-hmited pexnum'^ drclei to which Kutchi Rajputs 
had access. 


likely to produce upon Kucch'i fbeure. Hie Kutchi system ol 
govammant could l^v* held together for some centuries longer, 
he thoi^. had Eutch not had as a neighbont *a State of 
dviliaanoD, ambitioe. and ever-progressing power; 1 mean, of 
course, tbe Britiib’. Kc noted chat the fheyyed 'preferred 
lurteoderiag theu mdepeodence to a foreign power, to seeing 
it wtsied horn (hem ^ tbeir sovereign’ and be uw nothing 
but the gloomiest cons e quen c o of that action is inviting the 
coneluiion of a labsldiary alHanee, the upahot of which would 
be tbe ‘destructioo’ of Jadga power. 'I may be pemaitted to 
say, that hovrevei pure our intenuoos, yet with a Bricisb 
Resident as chief of tbe Regotcy: with the creature of our 


BquaDy shrewd are his obaervsDoni upon the effeca which 
the recefuly-established coanecdoa with the Company seemed 
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creiQQB. Ruczunji (wonhy tboogh he be) as the Mcive agent 
of our inlucfue; with diie6 who, having sfined beyond 
fotgivenea m laying the Jhatga e e e pc e at our feot, now look 
to U9 alone ibr pratccdon: ii would be marvellooi if tbia State 
should be the eacepdon to the rule which has die pg^t 

and will mark the futiire.... The time cannot be remote, when 
the usual catalogue of British mimicerulUu, judgea, eoHeceon, 
adawlan, etc. spread over the whole/ In thislaatmphecy, 

Tod abowed himi^r ovee-pcaaimietie. In point of as we 
ihall see, the heroic effbni of euccesiive Maharaos not only 
undid much of the retrogreadve of rhe British estdon»< 

of the pretensions of the bheyyad but alio> in the last 
roofc, maintained Kuceh's virtual independence &om foreign 
rule until the time cams fbc the country to be metged bto Sxt 
larger whole of a selfi^ovetaing India. 

At the time when James Tod peidhis brief but trolchil visit 
to Kuteh, the two principal events of the year iltp muse sdll 
have been &ash in men's minds. The first of these was the 
Treaty with the British which followed the depoeition of 
Mahatao Bharcnal. This, m eddidon to its rev«sa] of the 
fbrmerly-prevsihng aUocadon of power u bet w e en dw 
Durbar and the feudal nobiliry, brought Kuteh fitaly wichtn 
the lyatem of lubiidury aUiaacee thiough which the Matquu 
of Hastings, as Goveroor-Ooieral, was at thia tiine consisreBtly 
ibieering the extension of British power over Indian Scares 
which had been hitherto independent. In many of its pr^ 
visions, (he Treaty a of standard paciem. The Company pr^ 
vided a British fores, lor which w Durbar had to pay: they 
undertook to giurantea the power of the Mahaiao, Iris heirs 
and lucceeion and the integriry of his domaiiom, gainst 
foreign or domestic mcmio. disclaimed any auchonty 
over the domahe cancems of the *Rao or of those ofany of the 
Jhaceja Chieftains of the country* adding, with unconscious 
irony 'due the Rao, hii hors and soceesors shall be abeoluie 
masters of their cemtory’—a pious hope which the Comeiany 
themselves were doing their bat to make impoedble of fulfil* 
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mat [q leeun. the Durbar undcnook m uuer mro q« 
ncgodatioiu wicb any State without the Company^ aancrion. 
to ze&ain from aggreston agaiiut other Scats, to aubmit all 
diipura wicb oeba Scats to the Companys arkQCradcm, to 
Mbt the Company with its fores fruMecc (o the limicadon 
iKai no extra obhgatioA fell upon hkiyycd} when called 
upon CO do lO. 

la adthooa to what may be oiled chse 'standard' udcls, 
common to almoic eve«y Tieety of Subaidiary AlLanee coa> 
ehided betwesi the Company and the moct imporcanc Indian 
Ssts, there were a aombo ofproviroi which find no place in 
other irotiea, becauM they deal with coaditioru peculiar 
to Rutdt The attiels in che Treaty efiSed doling with the 
lupprosen of ptracy, the tefuial of asylvun to oudawi, and cIm 
r^amuhlag of the right to eoa^Kace property wrecked on the 
Kutm C0B4C, were eoafiraed and lupplemeneed by proviiionl 
forbidding As Durbar to keep 'any Arabi, Seedes or ocher 
foreign mereeiurls' in Kuteh. oc to enterealn any other soldien, 
erert if nanvs of Kuteh, without che Compaay'i perrxmaon. 
No foreign veaek, Amslctn, Suropean or Aiiatk, were Co be 
allowed to import into Ruteh ami or allicary icors; the 
Company themielvei undeitaking to lupply the wanes of the 
Government in these ard^ ai a fur viluatien. Rutehi 
poru were to be open to all Briuh vsseb and fiatiih poca 
were w be open to all vsieb of Kuteh. There wve also the 
ipeetal dams dsling with the guaranies to die baronage and 
a cotsdition wai ili(^ed in. cortspondtng to the noderraking 
s the tame dme exec»ti?d for the MaKarao and his family, dm 
the practice cf m&odode should be aboliihei 
list, and by no means che least impoctanc of the 'special' 
articls was that which lec up the Council ofR^ency, For this 
che only precedeni in Riuch history was ehe ilhfoced Bara 
Bhu formed to orry on the Govemmenr when Maharao 
Reyadhan Q M into his flti of insnity. The UiayyaJ remem¬ 
bered dus insdrucion withoui pleasure and were reluctant CO 
remve anyihiog of hke nsture. It did not siut them to cake any 
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sefioiup&ttifitheBi!^ efsGU«, epedallyutliff/rauiadihem* 
sfilvA obliged to at ac » coundlmble side by side with ofieials 
ndioee birth and breeding were infenor to ibezr own. Accord' 
mgly, when it became neeeaary^ after the ft»mil deposition 
of Maharao 3 barma{, to make unngenieacs to carry on tbe 
administncian during the rmnoriry of the ehild-Maharao 
Desal 1I» the auieude of tbe Meyiud proved einremely di^ 
appointaag to the Company. It was largdy became of the repr^ 
sentadona made by. and the aippon fonbcoming ftom. the 
Ueyytfd that the Company had finally taken the piim|a of 
ftitervening in KuteKi affairs. TheCompanyhadbeen told chat 
the hkayyad were the real repoiitona of power in the State, 
whcae juii^ighd were being infringed by an arbtcrary Ruler. 
As loon as that Ruler had beadepoMt and hia son *e)eeced' by 
the luceeed hisn, were not the UayyAf, tbe Company 

a^d, the prow people to carry on tbs Regency-nwich the 
help! no dou&t« of experienced oifidala lilu cha Minister, 
LaliuKmidas, and of nan of a&rs like Rateansey Jetia and 
Udaqi Hirbhail Yeti to cha dismay of Captain MscMurdo 
(who. one &eb. ought to have cmdeiitood ^ attitude of the 
bkdyjtd mote clearly) ai well aa of hii prlndpals, die Bombay 
Govmnent. the nobles who hadjeined clieBritisfa in deposing 
Maharao Bhatmal llatly refitsad to cake the reaponiibiliry of 
ruling the State. Sven the fwo meet lemor. Vyayorajji of 
Rohar and Pricbvirajji of Naugereha, declined to have any* 
thing to do with uiy Council of Regency unlese Capt^ 
MaeMurdo became its Head. Failing thk, the said, they 

would all go to their stetei and qq pa;t in die adnunialra' 
lion. With greet reluetaaea (if only becaose they foraaw 
pretty elearly the bod of diSculoes in which they would be 
landed when they became involved in the intemU al&irs of 
Kotcb) the Bombay Goremaieat agreed; and die Council of 
Regency wuduly set up. with tbe BruiihReridmc as presiding 
officer. 

While these delicate maiten were in the process of bong 
thrashed out between Bhi^ and Bombay, Kurch wa^ convulsed 
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by (Iw worn eartb^inke which ic h^d experi«nc«d for c«ah>> 
rwH-ihe Mcond of che zumble cvenu of that reinarkabl< y«ar 
{819. OdJom 16.1819, (He fine ^lock wu folc m iHe eveniog. 
Shoeki weoc on aO nighe. Tliere were daily jbocij for more 
than ax weeks, The ef^ci were ^ghtfol.TheMehano’s Palace 
became t&mportfily uninhabitable; 7^ houses and ocher 
buildingi fell in Bhiy with heavy loai oflifo, while m Mandvi, 
Aojtf,Iakhpat and several smaller towns many ihousands woe 
buhed under the luiiu. Pracckaliy every fortificadon in Kutch, 
from the walls of (he capiul ioelf to the remoeeat stronghold 
of a marauding band, was aenoculy damaged. The Kan^ea 
monks of ^ilnodhat reported (hat fire tiiued from their 
irnnrffnn a itarement at which larer historians have scolTed 
Parts of (he F^ann were luddenly changed from dry land into 
mk water; a great bank shot off the Indus waters ii«m Kuteb. 
eompleeng malldoui project of Chulain Shah Kalcra and 
depriving the Lalehpat ares « much of the water on which it 
had for long relied for cultivation: a deprea&oa formed in the 
w«ten porciens of the EUnn in which were gatheted floods 
whseh engulfed the ancient fortrcM of Slndhri. What seeps, if 
SAy, were taken to relieve cbe faarfiil dinreei which the eatth* 
<^uake must have occasioned, we do not Isiow, There are qo 
records of riots or of any ot^ diiturWcei and the Regency 
Coimedl felt ihenuelvs strong enough to return a firm reply 
to a donand, put forward by the Amirs of Sind, that Lakhpat 
ihould be surreadered. The Hyderabad Govetnsuni seems to 
have been ooder the impreeeion that Rutch would be in no 
condition, after the appalling caiascrophe of the earthquake, to 
reaisr their demand; out the Agent whom they maintained is 
Bbiy must have reported to them that the British Resident had 
the Company bdi^ him. and thus would be best left alone. 
There was talk in Hyderabad thar Rotch ought to be invaded 
so that die British could be turned oat but tbe idea came to 
nothing. 

The Talpur fomilies of ^nd had for some time bem highly 
suspkaoui of Bntiih mfluence in Rutch and would have pr^ 
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vented, if they could, both <heTraeyo£iSi6 tnd the Treary of 
1819. Tbe depoiuion of Mahano Bhatmal no doubt caused a 
coiuidenble sensation in Hyderabad and the Amin had hide 
dupoeuion to nuke diings easy fee the Elcf ency Goveduneoc. 
Tlie eonditioiu then ndsting in Parkar, which was nominally 
pare of Sind temtory, gave the Hyderabad aurhonria an 
opponumry of emhimsiing Kurth. After the Treaty of 18 id, 
wKm the Company's forces restored order in Wagad. a nuoH 
ber of landholdcn who had lived by plundering their neigh- 
boun retreated kcob the Rann to Parkar. In that datflec, as 
in Vinval dose to it, rheie lived a number of Sodha Rajputs 
under a chief named Punjaji, who wua noted cildar. His band 
was the more feemldabU becauK it included several hundred 
Koalas, broken temnanu of a Muslim tribe who had been 
expdUd from Sbid as adherens of the Kalhocti vdsen the 
TsJpur Amirs seised power. Slncetbatcisutheu hand had been 
against every man estcept the Sodha ehlefi who protected them. 
Among (hil collection of freebooters the refugee plundcren 
&om Wagad found themselves very much at home; chair local 
knowledge of the peeiagee across the Rann leading » Wagad, 
aad of the conditions m Wagad icaelf, proved a valuabk isset 
to raiding paraes. In May iStp, only a montli after little 
Maharao dW had been set upon the /edf/, there were ewo 
fbcmidable bicunioni of ban^ti from Petkar into Wagad. 
Hundreds of cattle were dhven olFand loot to the value of some 
40,eco rupees was seised. The imimate local knowledge which 
enabled the taiden to avoid strong placet like Bha^u aad 
pounce upon the fsttar and laic defended villaga pointed 
straight at the fugitive landlords. Tbe Regency ihereapon did 
what the Company had fer some time been urging the late 
Mahatao Bbarmal to do: it proclaimed an amaescy to the 
Wagad landholders, who w ere allowed to return end to 
reoccupy their holdings on a pledge of good behaviour. A large 
Dumba of them accepted the olfG, binding themselves in 
future CO eschew blood feuds, to submit diflerences to the 
arbitraaon of the Durbar, to o^eperate with the authorities 
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ajaifuc taiden and lo reBitt aaylum to fagiOTc offeaden. They 
ludenook alto xo petmle cheii fores to he destroyed and to 
boild no new ona-^ engagement whkh was to prove cftA- 
ei ^ *y d imporeance as a guarantee of their focure good bo* 
haviour whoi the earthqit^e broughi almost all cheis scrong- 
holds 10 the ground. 

When the Waged landholdtfs recumei the Patkar baaditci 
were deprived of some akilfol gui^. but they showed Uole 
diipoaition to cease ^om raiding. SinM they were plainly su 1 >> 
jecB of the Amin of Sind, the Company--and the Kutch 
Durbar—held the Hyderabad Government responsible and 
addreved luecesiTe complauici, each one stronger chan the 
last, to Sind, The Amirs were not ready to quarrel aerioualy 
wi^ cheBriush. but at the lamc time were rvot disposed to cake 
re^ elfecDve measures to restore order in Paikar. Daring 
tSip, TWO opeditioAi were indeed sent to that area 
Hydaabad. They merely plundered the country and levied a 
het on the ehiel^theteDy, in foct, providing an irvceiUive for 
furdtet raiding acroas the EUnn into Rutehl territory to make 
good leesei tulered. At the end of the year, a Kona bend made 
an Btf oed into the BannI, and earned oS a good many cattle. 
Some beiua were rttaptu^, but the raiders mede their escape. 
The Company and ths Kurch Dirber then complained again 
to the Amin of Sind, who incautiously sgrWd chat the 
banditti might be atucked in their own haunts. Accordingly, in 
the beginning of i&ao, a eonsiderable force of British and 
auxiliary troops assambled in Gujarai, ready co advance into 
Psrkat. The Amin became alarntra, in spire of assuraitcei that 
no action against Sind was contemplated, and their alarm was 
increased an unfortunate occurrmce. A party of fiJuchi 
iroop* urtder a Sindhi oflicer had admitted lonae Kosias into 
di^ camp. A Brinsh outpost, thinking that the camp wai 
hibabHed only by Keeias, attacked U. In great wratfo the 
Hydasbed Government dcspatdied three armies, diiecied 
towards the east, came and west of Rutch aad one of these 
plundered a village neat Lekhpat hefoie beating a retreat. But 


SOMB B99BCT) OP BRITISil lKT&&79VriOM 
cbe opoadon was not intended to be mere a danoutra- 
Qon of umeyenee; ud shortly afcerwards tbe HyderaW 
Govenunenc concluded a tcuty with the BdosK.pIedgv^ itself 
to rncnin the Koeiu Unfortimately die agreemeni remaioed 
a dead lecKt: raiding continued (or tnoehu decade until the 
Bnoah, with the content of the Hyderabad Goremmau, 
leationed a detachnteat pennanently in Packai to nuiniain law 
and order. 

This raiding (rom Parker was a highly'Organiaed bnanesa. 
and a sharp chom in the side of the UMOocy Government. 
While it eontiiiued, Waged coidd net U reiened from its 
backward condicion, People had to cultivate their fields anned 
to the teeth and all ineenUTe to ptosperiey was laekise when 
every flourishing village became a target for free^ters. 
WoTM idU. the Paibf banditti found mfieential proteaan in 
Kutch. with whom they ihared theii boeeyi and one or two of 
the most notortoui raidm were actually Kutehis. One of chase. 
Tahar Lmai by name, was ucronued by Jad^ Vi^ytnjji of 
Rohar. who stood lurary (et him when he came under sue* 
pklon. Tahar Lu&al then absconded, and in rhe middle of jl »3 
recuenad to Kuteh at the head of a fonnidabic band of plisider- 
cn» some 3,000 strong, which seized Kabat, They were soon 
diiledgedj but before they retreated icresi the Rann, they had 
done a great deal of damage and put the Regency Government 
CO heavy expense. But there were indications that something 
more serious was oa foot. The Company's Agetu in Hydera¬ 
bad meereepted conespondcDoe whlcii proved that the Rohac 
Chief and two other of the bhefyad were in corrspondoice 
with the Amin of Sind as well as being tn league with the 
Patkar bandied and were asking the Hyderabad Government 
to invade Kuteh. But that Goventmeni, whoee uiielligence 
seems ro have been accurate, decided that there would be in- 
suftdent support (orthcoming from the i^yyad as a whole, if 
Sind bvad^ Kuteh—quice apart &om which there was a con¬ 
siderable risk in openly challengiag the Company, In coiue- 
qucDCe, Hyderabad took no action; and soon afrerwards, as a 
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mark of ooaMenc^ Dr Bufnea, ihcn R«»d«icy Suigeai at 
Bhuj, »aa indued » creae one of the Amirs for illness. Dt 
Bums wrote a graphic account of his experiences in Hydera¬ 
bad, which he pubBihei along wish a uiefal Sketch e/ the 
HiilPry of Cuuh, m xM*' ’n« only poaiOTe tcault of the 
corrapoodcnce with the Stnd Court was ihai the two Jadga 
yteyyed implicated lost their seats on (he Regency Council of 
KukH. 

It a a remarkable aibute to the general moderaiion with 
vAkieh Capoin MacMurdo and his iiaeeeasois in the Residency 
exerosed thdr auchenty m their early da^ that the invitation 
to the Kydarabad Govomment seems to be the only recorded 
ittemK to upset the Treaty of xBip. 1 ft tJ^at year there had 
indeed been an eilort by Prioeaas Keser 5 ai, who idolised 
Moharao fiharcnal, to release him &om eoafinement by 
letaiftg his periwi (he kkeyyed giiscda raetKuihle for hil 
sale custody but (his couipiracy was ao obviously prompted by 
lisEetly al!ecc>on and had so liule bearing upon the ttsbiliry ^ 
the new regime, that no ona took it very seriously. It had no 
i^t eeept that the Ptineeas, wl>o had until that refused all 
efiers of marruge, was induced, shortly afterwards, to bestow 
her band in an alliance which for some dme removed her fram 
the a( 8 tfs of Kuech. On the whole, the new retime settled down 
quietly. Although the main reeponsibilitv &11 upon Capoin 
MacMurdo, Lakhmidas psoved hunsel/ a very competent 
nun of budoesi and by d^rees the chaos which had eharac- 
setuad of lace (he main depanmeoci of the Oevetnment was 
teplaced by otdet and elEciency. The days of the great 
lamadara—Fateh Hohammed, DoalVani, Mohammed Mi)^ 
and (heir like—pasatd away for ever, as the supenoritv of the 
civilian ova the soldier in polky-rrudang became Grtnly esta^ 
bhed. The Arab and Stdi Palace troops, who had been asource 
of great expense, were dismissed and their place was taken by 
Jad^a troops funkhed by the Mayyad. At the same time, 
detachmena of the beet Rutchi soldiers in the aemee of the 
Durbar were posed to dil!cent pate of the Srate on pohee and 
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pubbc Mcuriry duoes. They eoattibueed mucb co the resror*- 
bon of order everywhere ocepi ia Wggsd, where, in eou^ 
quence oflheeoftdruul reiding 6 oni Patkax which hai already 
been mmtio o ed, ipedJ amngemeoa were neeaiary. A con- 
Tiiigeni of the Poona IcreguUr Hone was ludoned in that 
dutna for tome doe and. later, the Aasinani Retident (or 
Afiutant Political Agent, at be became) wu put in charge of 
the area, with a ipe^ police force un^ hit command. The 
proecn ofpuceing down dhordeei and lifting' the Stare out of 
the confoiion into which it had &llen wai steadily and 
iully punued by Captain MacMurdo. Unforcuo^y, he died 
in 1B19, Mon after the final Treaty was coacliided, at Baranwar, 
is Wagad. where his tomb waa ibr long venerated and even 
viiiied by pilgrinu from a durance. 1 ^ work waa taken up and 
continued by hU suceeiaota, Mr Cbarla Notrii ana Mr 
Gardstcr. 

Thaee eHbn* were, however, greatly hampered by the 
didependene petition of the Mey/ed, ibr the ecmirmation of 
whi», in an exaggerated degree, the British were chacMelvea 
retponilble. Before long, u the Bcmhty CerrMer (iBBc) 
frankly admtmd, the mii^e became obvloua. *The reiult of the 
ireety’ (of iltp) Svaa that the uemoic advintagei to Brieiah 
mtoierence were leeured to the Thar<^a r-h tyfr , while the 
burdesa dwepirable therefrom were leaped upon the Rae, then 
a raioor of two or three yeart' Mounstuart Blphuutone, then 
Governor of Bombay, who viiited Kuich in January iBai 
noted: The Rao'i ordinary juhadietion it confin^ to hh own 
demesne, each JadeJa Chief exercising unlimited authority 
within his own lands. The Rao can cali upon the Jadgas to 
serve him in wv, but must furnish thon with a £x^ rate of 
pay while they are with hh army. He is the guardian of the 
public peace and as such ehasoso all robbers and other getreral 
ecemics. It would seem likewise that he ought to reprea 
prsvale war end decide all dispurei between chiefi: this pi^ 
r^Qve. though constantly rxrned, is not admkred without 
dupure.' filphinstooe, like James Tod who, as we have seas, 
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CBOsetwo yetfSBAerwir^ w«i •oimiKUied by Ae m de p o- 
doiee ef (be be 6id^ to raise due there could be 

Aftodwr aJe »the pfcua e dut dte Rolos of CoicK, over 
STcnl gtf iWTWi W buili vp » pobrki^ of si^remecy wbkii 
W eely recouly beta letc. So orcM wv ElpbmuonB to 
onrt flat die giannses to die hktyjmd were &lly 

honoured dtu b Ud U down u pen of ds Readent'e dudei 
IP a»tfe tfaw that be nc apon the 

of dwj^ge The Roiiieiu. he ordered, ihould 

KseniQ Regotfy from fiafiadag e dueft poaoBoiu even 
dter im reeakarance lud Mceaianrd the ea^kyicene of 
miliary force apni ^ TW ewouial aoreelicy of Slphm* 
teene’i epproech, wksh ney be abea s Typical of die Brituh 
eiew at Uie, ■ ^own by ha aolsm coodonon that T do 

aoe thiok thm ia any naeaeiicy fiat refesiag poliocal qucfdoaa 

to the deeiaea’ e( cha aed Att (hey ihould all be 

mfmhH *«o gm tow* oa itnpoftam ouaen. T ihould 
ot any i* (be fraues eoabs due Bead erer be 

eooadad/ 

How liak (heae laglifihwii idea* corr ey o a d e d to 6a 
rabdei of (be liruiM eaa be laaB ftoucbeewdeace ofthe 
AaHCmt Reddiue, C^\m Walar. Wdt^ la i8a7-»^ he 
tetnarbed *froa the Jhar^ CfaM^ who aat nemben of the 
R^e^. DO tmma h« ever been dermd. Ceaadstlng die 
aRwACBO of tyliftnrvw m beneaib their 

digDicy a Rajpos. dary «c aa fade adapted, item theii 
ig&oraace. a Ji a as fnrri|n to ibes fabin. to muriere or to 
adeise n tfa ^ du Rao.' The mub waa, aa tucceaiive 
Rea^oa Sms^ dut dure «ae no tb^ « a csnidM> 
oieaar^y in Kis6 and due the Jad^ ii^4ca were quite 
i ftinphV of opsid^ sodi a lyaai i. eroa tf it had aot been 
entirely ffae^ coaD tbeir idea*. Aa dn gteduallybecasneclBar 
and Mtfaae^oflbe Stas were beset uadsnciod, aioieiof 
dwefawwe qu ic il y k o p o asd ^oo dwadamne iadepeadeDCS 
of tfa ifayyad ?ow«s likely to faar^ with du maiateoance 
of pidilie order, or widi die pobey of a good and sroog 

lit 
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govenuneac, w«e gTAduaUy caken oqc of ch«ir hanJs. Por 
example, ibey were fbrbiidiie& to uifiicr caoual puniahinent aod 
dirj'were penalind if they venenred to cLsobey a direct oido' 
iit^n Hegmey. During ibe rune when Colonel (afierwardi Sir 
Harry) Potdf^er was the Sritiah Reaidoit {i8a7-l8}4} dut 
poliey waa iceadily pwsiied. That experience of actual coin 
dietoiu had Gamed the Bombay Government gradually to 
change tbdr ideaa is plan from the mlnuie which Sir John 
Malcolm wrote in 1 8 jo when, as Governor of Bombay, he paid 
a vMr to Eutcht The chieB of Kucch have encroached upon 
their ruler till his revenue bears no jmc proportion cohii con* 
didon as their head. It should be a principle of our policy to tfV* 
every fair advantage of eventi. m inereaM hit power eo the 
diminution of the depravedi disobedient, and unmanag^ 
able clan of petty ehie&» whoK exiitence in thdr actual 
itste u at variance with all plans of improvemeut and cni* 
eulaeed co render uoproftoibie. if not to deatroy, the allLanee 
we have farmed with this principality.’ The Governor of 
Bombay took advantage of mis visit n assemble the Jad^a 
ehie& and to rebuke thm souudly for their bad behaviour. ’I 
fmdi'heiaid, ’ehataUr|e bedyofiUjput cluefi, beastini of the 
nama ofjadejos and of devoted ailegianee to thel/ ruleri con* 
bdering themselves shehered by our too generous giurantee 
from the just reiaatment of thdrPtlACe, ma^ notoae efE>rt to 
protect his towns fram plunder or his heldi from devucation. 
... Let it be known in the future chat there u nothing in Uh 
B ritish guarantee that frees the chiefs from their allegiance or 
&om the aid that they are bound eo give to their Prince.' 

What ei^ct ihb warning had upon thcoe to whom it was 
addreasedii unknown. TheiAayyc/esawheie weiecootBsi to 
remaia on that ectatet, to mind thdr own buriaen and to take 
no part in Dusbar affairs. But aioce they bad now, as they 
thought, nothing to fear from the Durbar, they were quite 
ready to display solideude for the rights and dignity of the 
Ruler; and they cook the oppoiruniry afforded by Sit John 
Malcolms visic to ask that »*Maharaci Bharmal’s guard 
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alioaU W ranoved; dui M^luno Deni, ncne fUuieoi yeae 
oM, Ik in dir nmageoicnc of public a£ain 

and dttC die vibeie from IkVcdi co (be Snd^ JioiiH be 
redtnd. Tbe fast re^ooc wm fjwai: ex-Maluno Bhireul 
t^tfidonb Imd peaeetblly in bn son’s bnun. without izuo 
veoio^ in prides. miJ bn dmb in 1S46. Nor did (be Govonoc 
o^ea tfi Meheno Pel, ndn bed been wdl tnd cve&Uy 
edmnd. sad dawed mpu «f uuriced chwarttf end intelli- 
geaee, beng mioMed gnduellysiio (he bonoen of ruling. Tbe 
third reboot wn rdb^ but. in &a. dreoamwes were coc- 
(rmng to nuke seae relief avtasble. 

The poadea goarwuecd to (be Uieyped irn i pt , in herd bft. 
thee eboui half the cakmicd lend paid no dues co the State st 
all. Out of new IjoTillefca. ea]y»Mbdooged to the Durbar, 
whik 434 were B tbe han^ of die Chie&aftd: S) were alienated 
for rel^ira and chanaUe porpoan. TV Du^ had control 
of sea CBton and dm port dues: otb er wae e it esuld eax only 
in own viHagM. Berweea aSip-noand it)Ma—die first senei 
ofym fix wfaicb l«ml aecoBMof reEspa and expenditure 
txt araikble on the Iba of a tnoden Btbgee-^ Dothar 
teceipa weeded sboor lU7ee,eeo, whale dabonsmenn 
e x ceeded reCBpn in all bat few of iVae ibicteea ytM, some- 
uiMS by m au^ u IUI0.000. Aaoog the heayieet of the 
oUigaam were tboee doe eo the Bricub under tbe ▼ahons 
TteatM. Ob a joK psipeam, k wodd appear that the real 
{rouble ky with iV poverty eftVDwbarndier dun wuh any 
r^edty on du part of fee Besliab. la tltOthe Coapeny had 
reauiied the yearly ofeelB of a o&,oeo korii wbkh Mabarao 
Bharael had prooiiBd a> pay. ttd had ako rdieved him ^ the 
of iV Biiltta^ e op e dila oQ. anowmag to more than 
Ri.to.ooo, fer wfaicb be had heconw baUe sideE die iSiC 
Treaty. Bot the Tiory of 1S19 Sush with die 

opam of the Sdnadbry Perce wbicbtbeCompaoy stationed 
in aul atouod Bfafpe For^ It *'*^"** obvious b^ore long 
tfaat tbe Stas WM VadaUyBopifcle of meeting tbe vdiole bill: 
CapQiD MacMwdo aaiced dut Ri.oeo,coowaa tbe maximum 
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which e»uJd b< expected. But evovthli tuiD» when debired to the 
Sore from 1819 oowatds {and it eooldnoc he paid beoauie there 
wesao maney—Capcun MacMurdo was obliged Eo farm out the 
revenue for die £ve yeus 1919-34 in ordet to ohtaio rewiuces 
just to cany on the Gover&mect) toon began to accumulate 
formidable arrears. 

bi iSu there had been anotho fmanrwl comjdicadan. 
When the British Reddent became head of the Regency 
aJniiiUieTaoon, his work, except for raeh ceuring as was 
neecaiary, lay aJmoai entirely InShuj, His psevioos hea^narteta. 
Anjar, was coo Car away to be serviceable« with the tsult that 
his oAce, his guards, and hii derieal esrablishment ware craru* 
fttted eo the cajuial. There seened no further jusciAeaclon for 
retaiaiag peweMion of the dry and dictrict of Ai^, whkh 
had beat made over to the British aider the Treaty of 1816. 
Al the Durher was naturally ansoui to get them baeh, a 
Treaty was concluded in 1 Isa by which the Company returned 
Anjar uid ia depsndeaeiea to Kuteh in eonaideraden of an 
annual payment of Rs, 48 ,000. The Durbar was alio atudous to 
get ba« to Bhujia Pore, in and around which the Subsidiary 
Force was settled, tn the sane Treaty the Company agreed to 
move the troop elsewhere, if a fulcible dcerothenonli ofrheiz 
present loation were made available. In fact, this could not be 
acTajiged, and British troops remaiaed in oceupaden of the 
Port untO dicy were finally withdrawn a century lacec. 
These troop were usually at Brigade n rciyh, but &c^ time 
GO eiine th^ were increased, particularly if trouble ihieaiened 
fiom the side of Sind, as happened in 1834^4, when it was 
considered expdseni to bring the strength up ao d,000 men of 
aO arms. Since it would have beoi quits unfair to saddle the 
Durbar with this of additional expense, the Company felt 
that no nutter what increase occurred in the Subsidiary Force, 
the Durbar*! pymecr ought to be liimted to R3.3co,ooo. But 
what was to happen if at some fbnire titae the Subsidiary 
Force came to be duiunished. or even withdrawn altogetheci 

A friarifial adjuaiment became all the mote urgent because 
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Eueeh proved qisK ufuble to pay (be coisbined obliguioo of 
Rj.ico,ooo for the Subddiary Force and Ri.0S»CDO for the 
eecum ^ Anjar, Sy 1002, the arrean Had mounted to Rs 
-<whkh was befween ono'durd and «no 4 ulf of the oicire 
revenue of eke Divbiii for an average year. Actordingly. in dut 
year a bsh Treaty vrai cooclud^ which wiped off all the 
arrean which the Durhv owed, limited the paynent for die 
Suheidiary Force to Ri.200,000 uid ruepended endiely the 
payment of the *Anjar Equivalent* 10 long as the Subsidiaiy 
Foic«*i remaukod at or about the finre of the 

Dutbar’t eoncnhution. Bui if the expeniei w the Force 
ceaaed, or were n far reduced that they foil below Ri.0S,eeQi 
Dutbtf uoderiD^ again w pay die *Alijar S^uivaJent in 
perpetuity*. With the exception c^ the lait previao. which wu 
ungsDeroui, the new arrangement met the Dtabar*i £naadal 
difficulties very fairly. 

E^ron the notes made by Captain {later Sic Alexander) 
Bumce covering the five yean I0U*20, it ii clear that Kuteh 
was settling dtm pietry well under the Regency adnuruitra- 
UQf i. The lordgp trade by sea eontanusd to be important and 
the ceemradon of order bad favoured the growth of a coth 
slderable pack ttaflic from Kuicb. and nartieularly from the 
Abdasa, to Maiwac and Gt^arac One efuie ethlung foaturoe of 
the economy of the Snee at this time was the douching «on> 
dirion of the pastoraliiu as contiaeied with the euldvatori. On 
the graang lands to the nottb of Roceh, and on the Rann 
islands, large herds of cowi, buffaloat, camels and docks of 
iheep and goats were maintained. A strong end hardy popula- 
BOO. neither growing nor eadng grain, living moctfy on 
iriVf exported enoc^ buRer and fhl to keep ibesiuelvei in 
clothea. eebaeco, opium and other necessities. Bones found that 
between 120 and ido pounds of butter were sou away every 
day from the alone: vdiile from Gadhada on Khadir 
the annual exports acnovmced to ja,ooo pounds. 
Tlie lor of the culdvatora was not so good. In bad eeasons 
whole villages would move away to Sind: while condinoAS in 
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iome of the holdings, where the «ric of die Durbar did 
ao( u that dme run. were rail disturbed enough to discourage 
crop raising. Wagad was thinly peopled and poorly oiled and 
the damage done by the raiding from Packar wu bad enough 
to cause land to go out of cultivation. Half the diseria, accord¬ 
ing to Buma, was waste; lions, dgers, panthers, wolves, 
hyensj and other dangerous animals had so maeased that kw 
villagers dared to be outade their homes afrer suoaec. Abdaia, 
however, was much beRer; cotton, caitor-oU and tobacco 
yielded heavy Crops, Over Kutch in general, eash^rops rather 
chan food eropi prevailed; a great deal of food ww imported, 
pardcuiarly eoarK red rice from Sind end dates from Arabia. In 
good years the weal population was upwards of lul^o>millioa: 
when che season was bed, numbm were aeeuiconwd w 
migrate, partieoiaHy to Sind, until thtngi got better. 

In spite of all the diiSculoeSi economic and p^deal. to 
which du system offocaaliy divided authority, liurodisced by 
the 3 rlcida, was giving riw, as orderly adminisvaaosahad been 
built up by the Coui^ of Regency. The main responiibiliey 
was borru by the Head, the Brldah Reddene, but ooet of the 
work was done by the Minister, Diwan Lakihmidat, and bv 
Seth Racunsey Jetta. The Jadeja members, as we have noticed, 
did liede or notwg and after Vijeyara^i of Rohar had been 
detected in complicity with the Parlur raiders and expelled 
from the Cooftcil, no bhayyad member of any inportance 
emerged, The standards of integrity exacted by die Residents 
were very high and in 1 %V 7 Ranaruey himsdfwas held W be 
mvolved in some discreditable uansaaions, which caused the 
firicish so loee fridi in the whole family of Soiderji Seth. 
Diwan lakshmidss, however, contrived to sadrfy the Bnuih 
without locing the eoofrdecce of his own coimtrymen. The 
arrangements made in the Treaty of lijs promised ro see the 
finan^ relations berween the Durbar and the Brkidi upon a 
footing which would enable die adaualstratioo to plan ahead 
with some 

Al that time MaharaoDesal had reached his seventeenth year. 
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Hu ediKUim from (be £nc been eareMy planned^ uoder 
the luperv^ o( Mr Gny, Chaplain xo cbe Fotces u Bhuj, 
andafria>dofRobmBiuiu. AlueMi Gray’s death the young 
Prioce’s adootioo waa continued under the guidance of 
Capon Crofreft, a Ring'* Service oftcec who proved an 
choice. Thus when Mahaiao I>e«a] b^an (o cajce a 
lol intaresc in public affairs he was well equipped to under¬ 
stand then. In addition o the normal education which mighe 
be expected from a lad who wu the heir to thcftfddi, he could 
rod and write be could usdeneand u well aa 

Kutehi aricfametic and account!; and he had a good working 
kaowledge of aitronoay aa well aa of geography in the Suri> 
penn meaning of (heaa subjects. In Zt 3 }> ^carding so the 
arrangeiuesiq laactiened by Sir John Malcolm In x 8 ] 0 » the 
yeong Maharao commaac^ lyiKmatie work upon a&in of 
Stale. He prudesitly aoughi the advlee of the Rriident about 
any point that eualed him, and British observer! noted that 
he went M and fro berweeo the Palace and the Residency many 
times each day. Colonel Potdnger, the Reesdent u the time, 
not only liked the young Maham very much, but formed a 
high oplnioa of his narural apadty and of his entire eoi^ 
peteoce so conduei publie aAin. As a result, It was anuiged 
that (he Regency should be woundup and the Maharao should 
be put in cLirge of the adfiunistradon in July S834 instead of 
wwting until he became twenty yean old in Aagnrt 1B3J— 
■s the Treaty of tliO had contemplated. Aeeordiagly a new 
T^eary wsa concluded on July j, i 8 ] 4 . by whkb the Regency 
was terminated and the Malwao was ’placed in dutge of the 
govotuneac of his country mdo die cotuiieutional and 
establiihed advice of his ministers and the members of the 
Jadep 6 ^ya/. This document was signed on behalf of the 
Company by Colonel PocoDgec and on behalf of Ruuh by sen 
of the Uuyyad, headed by Rbenga^i ofRehatandCbandetJiof 
Naugercha. It is thus dear that in spite of the centralizing 
poU^ latdy pursued by succeaaive R.rddrna, the British 
theory that Kotdi was a kind of consbtutioiul monardiy, 
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gardl«» o£ the complete cooBict wuh all rhe anoenr usage* of 
the State, nill oifoally held the field. The iroay of the sinudoA 
Uy in the tici that, as the experience of the Ian iifieen yeaes had 
shown only too dearly, die Msyjuaf were nor only ucfiEted, hut 
also entirely unwilling, to play the kind of actrve pan in the 
management of public aAairs whidi could alone havejuroded 
die wholly artificul Impoieance to which die Bndah had 
elevated them. The young Mahano, of course, realised the 
poiiEian only too clearly: it became hii prime okjecxive—an 
oh)ective which he pasted down to hii luccaiors— to reicore 
the authority of the Durbar by gradually making good the 
encroaehfnentt which it had lafiered at the hands of the 
Mayyad and of theu supporten, the Company. 

The young Maharae was a msn of great good sense, who 
fully appreciated the unpeenhility of openly fighting the 
esdsting alliance between the Company and the Mayysd. He 
sec himself to win the goodwill of l»th. He rMvti with 
caution, and was content to allow the practical iaeonveaieaee 
attending the diviaion of the State bco two halves, one subject 
to himsJf, and the ocher iki];^t to the Ueyyad, to work on his 
behalf In this icoady pcoeesa he was greatly helped by his own 
keen appreciation of the port whkb the Btidu could play in 
helping to build up the prosperity of Kuich and of the coiu^ 
quent naceadty of cooperating closely with them. His edoa- 
oon, without divorcing him from his own people, enabled 
him to undetitand many of the ideas vdiscb uoderlay British 
policy: he thus found it acompaisdvelysimpie matter not only 
to work harmonioiBly with the reprsseotativei of the Com* 
party but also to lympadiize actively with the humanitarian 
ideas which the British wete endeavouring to apjdy to all ihcee 
parts of India where th» induence waj suffidently established. 
One example of chh was the quesden of slavery, bi the old 
days, Maodvi had been a considerable centre of the trade in 
Abystiaiao and other negro slava. for which there had former^ 
ly been a good marketin many parts oflndia. During the tune 
of the Regency, while British R^denu bad beeo at the head 
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of the4dm»«ud«i, »i»e trade had been frowned upon. When 
j,ni ff Tod imited Mandvi in xB» 3 , he found merchAni*. who 
had been Mcujtomed to keep Uivn, Iwncniing the changed 
ccandiEiom. He vfM wU ihw the slaves 'aienot fit 6w ue any 
longer, foe when we them to work, they reply will 
whm they ple»*e and l£ for this we puniih them, they run 
away. Before, when the Rao's goveranaent wu supreme, they 
were redaimed but now your [i-e, Bridih] power a h«e abo.' 
Tod ooced, however, how different the Sldai were now that 
they Wtfe free men. *I never sew merrier or more nimble and 
weU-knii fellows than the Sid: miloa, whether the crews of*e 
ships on roads, or those belongis^ to the ports.’ Id wee of 
ah the Britah could do, however, i certain amount of elandeo' 
one slave>tradifig survived. But two years after Mahano 
Deeal assumed ct^ng powers, he publish^ a sum order, pr^ 
f.] i lnr g the eonfoation of every vewel which should bring 
slaves to Kutch, and the punishment of these who navigated it. 
Thb foully enshed slavoy a Kucch, to the great utbfrctlon 
of the BhTiih, who gave the Msharao every credit for his 
wili^ueaed actsen and urged hii abobiion of slavery, as an 

evample to be followed, upon all the Kathiawad Princes of the 

Jadqa clan who looked up to the Maharao of Kuteh as their 
•enltf Ruler. 

Maharao Doal also interested hunself in another mamt 
which was very dear to contemporary British ideas—the 
abolition ofinfonocide. In tStO, promises had been taken from 
the Jideja Usyyed, as a condition of their receiving their 
guaranceei, to abolish the custom. But it was deeply tooted in 
preratluag economic and social cooditioes and iheu promises 
seem to have been Irnie observed. The Maharao himself 
tborooghly disapproved of the praedee and almost bis first act 
afrer he atttined ruling powers was to demand a fresh written ' 
promise from all ^ guaranrce^ioldefs. repeating their undei> 
caking to abolish the praedee and admitocg iheic liability lo 
puiushmcnc if they permitted it. The Bombay Government 
soon came to realise that only die Maharao himself could 
216 
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etrry ihroogh tbe leform to « 4 uch they arudud w mucli 
imponaoce: while ax ibe sasw time his entire lack oi'aushonry 
over the terrirons hcM by the Jadga hhtyyad was a serious 
handiesp (o his efforts. 

The BiiQsh soon became convinced of the Maharao's com* 
piece uiiceriry ia die maner by die frank comsel which he gave 
from rime eo rime (o (he Kathiswed Panes of the ladga clan 
who noi inftequendy sought hu advice about the Volition of 
infrntidde; and about the propriety of ^ving their daughters 
in nuniage to iWitliM of (he same rank as chose from which 
(hey sought brides &r their sonF'-wiih (he object of enUrgi&g 
(he rather slaidcf marriage-proipecci whsch caused many girls 
bom to Rajput parents eo &e killed in udancy. In every case 
Maharae Dw by hu advice showed himself a soeng lupfsorter 
of reform and he set aa example in die marriage eltifincei of 
his own fiuiuly which vms at once courageous and enlighteod. 
One result of (his was (hat the Brituh strongly lupponed ihe 
MahArao^s effora eo induce (he hkayyad (o adop( rimiLsr pre^ 
(ices and they stood behind him whw he obaind a new under* 
taking from the in 1840 requiring an accurate census of 

the sons and daughters bets every year to be rendered (o (he 
Durbar; authorizing Durber officers to go round k^/ed 
villages &r (he purpose of inipccdoni end arranging for all 
fines ezacted for a breach of the undertaking to be used to set 
upaftindfot (he dowtiei ofpoorjadeje girls. As time went on 
end the Maherao persevere^ sirietci and icriccer ruls were 
drawn up and enforced. The process had a eww'fold effect. Is 
the first place, the practice of by degrea fell into 

desuetude, so (hat ^ tl?} (he survival of girl babies among 
Jadejs frmilies was taken as a maicer ofeourae. In (he next place 
the old supervision which former Maharaos bad. until the 
3 riush upset the syicem. always exercised chroi^hout Kucch. 
even msi^ bheyy^ territory, was gradually reiiurodaced in 
almost imperceptible frihioo. 

Perhaps (he moec strikuig testimony to che great snfluen e g 
whleh Maharao Deeal execebed over every cUb of hli sul^eecs 
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i, provided W h» »ucc« in lawrin* ehc aboUtion of 

practice hai» wspeetaUeancwjiiicy; ew to-day, in mdependaii 
leidia, popular aentiment mclioei to regard a widow who 
tacri£cs benelf after her Iwsband't death aa a naodei wife and 
a paragon of Tirtne. It waa very common in Kucch, aa la many 
oier lUjpw State*; Mrs Posiaw, who virieed Rvch in 1837, 
h« left a full account of it, menrioning how fiiroly it waa 
eiafalBhed and how difficult it was to deter women ftom 
saertficisg ebemaelve*. Bven the Maharao (Ut {he wu only 
ewenry-two at the lime) that he had no power to interfere. The 
Mahsiao heaiiated bng before commiiimg himaelf w 1 course 
of acBOB which he knew to be contrary to the opbuon of the 
great majority of people in Kuwht but at length he made up bia 
mind, and penua^ the Mayyad to aupport him in ptohibiiing 
tML He wrote firmly to the firitbh Political Agent (Rutefa no 
longer had I Resident ofia own) in Pebtuiry lin about the 
difficulus which he wai cneounBtmg and ended by laying: 
*Wotwithftanding the prehibinoa um my effbra to mc it 
enforced, it 11 poedble that tome ignorant penon may, from 
miaundetiianding, Kill perform the nti. Government jniaK not 
hold me rcipemibU for any loeh icu, for it ii a hard matter to 
put a stop luddenly to the wish of greet numbers, or for a 
pe^e to depart from their religioA.' Yet notwithstanding this 
pruapm diadaimer. the Meharao*! picvige and the great 
a8«iian in whkh he wae held overcame tke scruples of the 
orthodox. There were very few violadoci of the decree and 
those who offended agunit it were eilled ro strict account. 

Mahaito Desal. 1^ hie prudence m administration, bis 
devoden to duty, and his kn^ledge of the way in which the 
miA4 of the Britiib worked, hid loeeeeded ifi building up for 
himself a very great podtioiL But he was handicapped in his 
effbre to regain the authopey whkh the of Kuteb had 
enjoyed before his fedict's rime because of (he Cwd British 
guarantee to the Uuj’/ad. This had fortified them in an almost 
impregnable potidon against any increase in the power of the 
eenenJ GovenuneDt, aldioi^ such increaie was wholly 
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essencu] if the tdmininraoon wu to measure up ro the Qttds 
of an m which (he paniiDve feudalism of an earfy day had 

bcAsie wholly oucmoded. Among the dllGculeies whidi arose 
through British 'recognicioD* of the mdepeadence of the 
hkayytiJ was the anonuloos posdoA of the Adhoi oiclaTe in 
Waged. This cocIaTe had come Into the pcesaoon of the 
Prince of Morvi in the ttme of Aao Pragmal; but it seems u 
h»Te been maced like any other piece of bluffaJ tmitory (or 
a coniideraUe period: that is to say» Kutch Durbec aothoricy 
was brcndly r ecognrac d. if not always enforced. But afeer the 
Briesh gvarantea of iltp Adhoi naturally shared the *indo> 
pendenee* conferred on Rohar and other Ja^eeataiea; and the 
fact chat the Thaker Sahib of Morvi had been taiwi under 
Bfiiish proteedoa kt itoy made the seatui of the enclave in 
rekdon eo the Kuceh OueUr even mere ebecure. Maharao 
Deul tried hli best to restore the old poddon: Morri teaiated 
hit claims, bi JS4O1 a commiaden wet appointed by the Bcicuh 
under the ehairminiKip of Mr Lumiden, which decided chat 
die Adhoi melave oii^t eo be considered aa island of Mom 
recricory in the middle of Kuteh, and that the Kuteh Durbar 
had no righei in it at all. This report laid the feundatiou ofe 
btteer daeuce between Kutch tai Morvi which lasted, with 
varying (ornnei, fer a hundred yean. It became complicated 
by quesdoni rekcuig to riparian righci, eotromi nghes, and 
maritime rights in KacUawad as w^ u in Kuteh, which fet 
exceeded in importance the blues in the odgciol tetritorial 
diaagreemeDC. 

The shadow of the dispute with Morvi was to £dl mainly in 
the future, although Maharao Deial disappointed with the 
finding of the Commission, did noi fell to proccM against it. 
Ofgreaiex immediate importanes were Mr Lumaden'i deosions 
relating to the Maharao'i rlgfaa over the btuiyyad. Thoe were 
declared to be the right to summon the Msyyed fer rtubcary 
service (sobject to providing subttmnce). die right to setde 
appeals &om the hfuryyiul ia their dbputei with each other, the 
right to recovCT stole; property or Us value from any member 
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of the to whose cowo U hii been tnced, dw tight w 

« 41 cct com fiom cemui Ww/yairf villagw. the right co enfotee 

(mtimatt order* by fotte c>f anni or by WJetmg 

the tecaldcnnu. the right to assign payment of cetain 
religioiB grants to Jadeja tttaies and eke right to eoncrol 
see cuitomi, port doee» ani other inddenti arising from Hi 
mariome soverrigney. But the Mabaao a daim » levy a tax 
BBon the WoyyW for publk works was diaallowed; Mr 
Lumeden considered it doubefol whether the Duthat was 
mutled to vixt poUccpoiM in Jadqa cowni. Even so, » wm* 
patiion with Mr Lmmdin’i findings wuh the views of Captam 
MacMurdo and James Tod ewenty yeati earlier shows how 
muck ground the Mduru*i eueful policy had regained. It il 
to be notlrti that In i 4 * 3 , when Mr Lumsden had become 
Politicd Agent, he recorded the fici that the *pacueion of 
jucudierien^ between the Maharao and the bhayy 4 d Veuld 
speedily lead to anarchy' unless modified by drcumitaneei. 

There was thus a steady, if slow, ninung of the ride h the 
Mahsrao'i &vour and it may he tbk foot which encouraged 
him, In lU 9 - to lodge a foimal proMC againat the artiele bi the 
!l}4 Treaty which dedared tW he was to rule under the 
eonscitutioTval and established advice of hif imnimrs and (he 
Jadeja bhayfcl He stated, with complete su;euracy, that he was 
40 such g^ terms with the hha^ that hu amach was 
not caused by the preisure of any penotul diAcuTtis: but be 
pointed out due the geaeral govenuneni of Kuieh had alwayi 
been cecclcd on by the Rulet'i penonal aiiihericy. He was quite 
ready, he said, to act with ^ advice of du Usyyed in all 
marten in which che British guarantee was jnvoIW; but he 
urged that all other maiMra should be conducted in accordance 
with the ancieni usages of Kutch. The Con^iany refused to 
alter the Treary, oo the somewhai daingenuous ground that 
chear own inceresu, and those of the Maharao, were not the 
only ones eoncetned. 

The Maharao was no doubt disappointed, but he continued 
hh quiet, steady polky of hii auchoriry whesiever 
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appoRmuty oflaej. la spile of his great pepokhty, sone 
01 the bhayy^i ftknitfd u the maeasing power of 

ihe goM. There were dispucee berweeu them and the 
Dtxtbu. As was the nik. these disputes ume be£>re the 
Polidcd Ageac» who asked fisc tfae ruling of the Bombay 
Government on whether he was under any obligaeion to check 
the Mahaiao'a fyatemaoc acquisinon of elsuoi to bluryytd 
property by puichaae and martg^; to interfere with hii 
pronii%acion of laws applicable to Uieyyad territory as well as 
to hii own or to prevent hie billeting messengers upon che 
vasuli of the bticyyo 4 in eereain dreomstanees. Moreover* 
could the Mayyed enforce the power of adviee which was 
secured to them ui the Treaty of lljel On thcH points the 
PoUuol Agent advised in a direction ^vena to the Mahano’i 
interests; and be was supported by the Boinhey Govammeet; 
although a little later, the Maharao won the point about 
bOlemg. 

Maharao Desal'i struggle against the limiesdona which Btitiih 
intervention in Kuteh efTiiri hed imposed upon the growth of 
the authority of the Durbar has been docribed at some length 
beeniBC it illustrates the position of virtual impotence to which 
the lytrem of Subsidiary Alliineea could reduce even a culer 
whose ftiendihip to the Company was unquestioned, whose 
idaaa were emmencly enlighte^ and whose private li& and 
conduct of pubHc afTaiii were adiniaedlY unexceptiooible. 
The guarantees which had been given to the ^/is/ycdln Jtepi 
the attcnpi to create a consdrudonal monarchy by dividing 
povret between the paddi and a jedeja nobtJity who were at 
to take pan in the administtation as they were 
iminterestod in so doing, wen serious misakn which sprang 
eatirely from the Dririih. They deflecfed the course which 
Kutcb history had taken until the nstural process of adounis* 
tradve evolution became interrupted by the madness of 
Maharao Rayadhan and the reckleanea of Mabatao Bhacmal. 
The fret that these mistakes were made honesdy, sod, indeed, 
with the motives of osuring the ben interests of die Kiitrhi 
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people, dii not prevenc them 6om Mhowly biiuiiopping ib« 
cfibns of MahaxAO DMl->ooe of du best and ablest Rulen 
ent oa«iried ehe^adi of Ko*et—» teswe die fiwmcr 
proipcnry of the Uni Had he not suffered from die dis- 
advant^ of haTing almost half die State removed from hi* 
Jurudietian, his achievemeoB would have been even more 
neable than they were. 

Quite euly oo in hit re^ Mn Poatan's lively pen—aad 
even more graphic briuh->acptcsed the young Mahano in a 
way which brings him viviiy » hfr. Thk Udy. whose 
cutioiicy was inmuable where uiy aspect of Kuechi lifr wu 
cmicemed, pays a handsone eomplimenc to Mahaiao Desalts 
intelligaieo, amiabilicy and devodan to duty. Although she 
was not a trained ebiervec, and Imported iiuo many of her 
descripciara of people end dungs in Kuecb an attitude of 
ainuied luperionty which would be iusely crlddud in a 
medon treveUer, her little book entitled CuHh; er Kenden 
Sktkhti if Wtsum hUia. publitbed in London in iBjt, well 
deeesrves a place of its own in the scaary licsrature which deals 
with die peti of Indie in which the spent several yean. Her 
accoufiBofthehinoryand legends ofKuteh are uncritical, and 
have letig been soper^ed. butihe can deacribe with eoiuider- 
able accuracy the dungs which g*™ under her own notice. 
She refnatkt upon Maharao Deial'i fendnea for hotsel and the 
care which he took to encourage the Kutehi breed. She 
daKnbei the aceoaffementi of she Durbar borfemen^ome 
nz hundred of them, many being Syed^whom the Maharao 
msinfai pfd at well as the equlpmeni of the few Arab foot 
soldien in bis aerriee. She vint^ the Qneea Mother and die 
Maharanis 'behiDd the curtain’: she was impresaed by the 
farc ^fnee of Kutdi'i ancient arehitecnire and modem crafb> 
manddp. Bar it would be difieulc to gather, from her floeni. if 
rather lupcfficial. impreasiOAS that Raich had changed at all in 
the geoeranon her story, or. indeed tlur it would 

change at all in the fitture. 

In fret, the changes which du young Maharao. wheee 
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pfifBQcalky Ae fbimd to engagiag, succeeded in «£cniig be&K 
ae died» deeply regreiced. in ildo. were teourlcAble. He lud 
gone (0 republish cbe 4 achority of the ga^i. LieuceniAe 
RAikes, ABUont PoUucal Ageo(» wricing ia s Srecocdcd that 
Maluceo DbmI co n du g ed pracrically all (he buiuea of the 
comery himielf Without hit order, rtot even a honemm wu 
doperched &om (he itabUt He worked (hraagh (wo cooi- 
mineee, each composed of a few members of die Uieyyed 
(ogethei with hh owa paid oficen, m order to avoid dis(urb> 
mg (he israngemeno made by ehe Bncuh. In feet he was (be 
beai'iofoimed man in (he State, and hit infliienee was enor¬ 
mous. One of the commitMes dealt with diipuaei and the odaer 
with (he eonduee of general aflain. The Mahano himself 
looked after all the buiineea with (he Agency, whose Kaffhe 
(ook care so couulc on Uu m^ocity of impocont macteri. He 
made a great impremion upon ehe BriHih oficen who worked 
with him because of his franJoeis, hk high regard for truth and 
hli Jove of fair dealing. Hw manegemene of financial aflain was 
prudeste. The average revenue of (he Durbar vns about 
Ri.700,000; the expenditure about ft4<di8,ooo, ineluding die 
payment towards ehe expensee of the Bridsh Subsidiary 
Force. The most imporeaiu revenue Kerni w«c land taxs 
(Ri.aoo,ooo), sea etueoma and transie dues (Fjjoo.ooo), and 
town duties, iMtrazuh, sale of aninuls, etc. (Ri.]td,ooo), Tlie 
payment to the Bhciih wai the heaviest tiecn on the <icp«ndi> 
cure side, doiely feOewed by the cose of ehe reveatse establish- 
meot, the police and other purely edmiaisAaave ehaiges. The 
enure Budget is a very modest oae; aa might be expected feoin 
the feet that (he Jadeja Uisyyed engrosed a total income of 
Rj446,coo-^which bore no aJuie at all of State charga. The 
independence of the MsyjW had the fiutber djsadvantsge that 
some idd.oco people, who wee tbar tenants, (hke ehe 30,000 
people living in vill^ea aBeaaeed fet religioui and charitabJe 
purpeees), paid no Durbat taxes exc^t such as came iodireetly 
feom emtoms dudes: the whole burden was borne by the 
413.000 people who lived on Crown lands. Moreover, when 
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the Mabarao, to eacoufage crade, lowered both Ab customs 
dubea and the iiuei^ ifaiuii dudes which be cofttfolled. Ws 
effbro wete U^y ofeet by the rcfiial of the bkayyad to lower 
theefarwt dunes which eb^ le^ on goods pwang through 
ih«r own possessons. 

THelong reign ofMaharso Doal, which didso much &« Ae 
people of Kutch» was a period of gt«t miemal tranqudiry. to 
iMte of the Ace that so large a share of the criminal and aril 
jurisdiction had h«n taken eway from the Durbar by the 
rights which the Treaty of 1U9 had ctmferKd upon die 
Utanal the iasrimtion of an effirient Durbar Police redeed 
in an abm« of crime and m a security bo* of person and of 
prosperity* which were not surpanse^, according to Briiish 
observoi* in any part of bdu. Ihe general sense of 
among Kue^ peo^, tbeis attachment so theit B.uler* and the 
iaoUted pontion 01 the State* kept them free from many of the 
eroubla from which other pl^ suffered. There were no 
Hkvdu-Muihm riots: ihtfa were no ducurbanes of other 
kinds. The grin ymr i$ 5 ? l«fr Kuteh trtnnuil and unmoved* 
heepy iit the frtUi^ that lea Ruler andia traditional Inatimtiou 
were sale from the violence of the storm which caged is 1e« 
frtfcunato ateM. The Pohtieal Agent and hk wife, freltog thm- 
selves iselarsd from otheti of their nadonaliry* were tovieed to 
stay wi* the Maharao M hii guests undl the dark days ware 
over. But In Kuteh, nothing disturbed the p«aM: Maharao Desal 
was loved and rapected by all and everyone in Kutch was safe 
otda hii protection. In shon* it is wUh good teanm that what 

has been well described as'theencrgcxic* exeelleoi. and economic 

rule' of Maharao Psal U is still gratefully remembered by 
Kutchk 
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Duvjko Ehe doting yon of Mduno DcmI'i llie» reUtiou 
b«(WMa him tnd hia Iitir-tppvotl, Phace Pra^nui. btfcame 
itraioed. The lyieen of governmene pncued in Kuteh, u in 
ochec R^pue StaMe. h»d oevet lohw the prebbm of ehe 
potition which ought to bo dloRed to «a heiMipp&MAC who 
Atnined hit mejoriry while Ui &cher wai itu dive. Aa 
Yuvuaj, of eoune, lu wu entitled to hu leparite a t e hl ia h- 
ment end to dl the heneura due to hi* ruk. Bue whu piece 
eould be found for him is the edmlmitntion except by divi¬ 
ding en tuthohty whkh by in netuce wu inhetendy bdi* 
viiSle-t he euthoney of e Ruler who wae ’abolute meieer* 
in hii own ceuntryt Few Rulen were willing to suite the 
cxperimesu: to do to woold meen cenein mction between 
fediet end ion end probebly bed blood between the houeehold 
end theedvuen of the Mehareo on one side end (be houaehold 
end edviien of the Yuvarej on the other. 

Thu di£culcy, ae preceding pegs of the prseat oarradre 
have shown, u a fetwliaf oeeucrence in the hjtory of the 
Kutcb Ruling Fesiily—es, Indeed, of many otha Rejput 
dynasds. [n more lawless dmes, it somedms expressed itself 
m dvil war. ImhccueofMahAraoDsal and Prince Pcagmal. 
the breech was never leriousi end was shortly healed when the 
Rkiltf I bslth so £u declined chat he asked the Sombay 
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Gowwncoi» allow tiirn to roign hia adnunismciTe rwpoa- 
ubilitio to a R«gaicy Council oo which he nomioaetti PriMe 
Pragmal. Tha Ccnowl fcJkwci the precedent of 18x9 in iu 
eoznpoiiBoo. The Political Agent pteoded; the mcmben» 
by the Mahareo. conaiiced of the hedr-apparwt, the 
Diwanai»dcwoofthcfche)7ed.Bininl« than e year from it» 
appointmeot m July x 8 S 9 » the Maharao's relatioru with hia 
Yovar^ woe to uuaEtetory that he aaked for the diatoliuion 
of the Couftcii and the nanifrr to Prince Pngmal of &11 
powera of managiftg puWic aftin. Only a frw weelo d» 
new ttfangement Iu 4 come mio effect, Mtharao Deeal died, 
and Prince Pragmal, already in the laddle, wai fctmally 
butallcd ai MahaM Pragmal U in July X 860. 

Whcfcai MaHarae Detalhad been a link, ai It were, between 
(he Old Jtutch and 6c new, Maharao Praamal belonged 
definitely to the modem age, Maharao Desal md been bom 
b an atmotph^ of dTil war and reballien: it wu duriog hia 
(Ugn that Kutch made the rraaakioQ from loanhy to order. 
He had adapted hinvdf magnlfrcatly to the neadi of the new 
era. yer he did not eeue entirely to belong to 6a old The 
lUte which he maintained, the luiroundii^ which were 
congenial to him, indeed hii whole manner of life, as deaeribed 
by Mn Peiani, might have been observed by a traveller 
vinong any of hit anccRon during the two eentuhee preceding 
hit own era. Vet weh was 6e oatursJ goodneia and Incclligenee 
of this I^uler that be led hii lubjectt to accept not only peaee- 
61 y, but almost, u U were, incviubly, the pusnioimtey of the 
Britiih, withouclosingtheconfrdeaceoftheEiuehij orforfei> 
uig the regard of the new maiten of bidia. When account k 
takei of the high incegk imporunee which the Briuih 
attached to Kutch, because ofics proximicy to Sind, die freqoent 
refrrencQ, m ihe secret minutes left by succeadve Goveruon of 
Bombey, to the truth, hooaty, and frir dealing of Maharao 
Desel. effbrd utefiaahle Msetmony to hia succaa m steering hia 
kingdom through the difficult and dangerous tins os in which he 
lived 
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Mfl^flr an PngOul WU Wcll fitted to COQQOlie hs iktba't 
work, albeit with a difference. Whereas Mahaiao D«sal*i 
potiiaoQ had been partly cocditiooed by event) extemal to 
RuTch—the Afghan War of 19 ) 8 , the nablishineni of Brituh 
fbicainSind. diefmalanneuiionofihar country in 1843, the 
revolt against Bridib authority in 1857-^aluiao Pragnial’i 
reign was marked by Kuich s ecoy as era of almoec com* 

plete tiaiy^uilicy in common with the rest of India. The Coni' 
pan/i rule bad come to an end: Queen Victoria’s prodamadoB 
guaranteeifag the Treacia with the Princei. to be (bllewed 
sKonly by the 'sanads of adoption’, aeemcd to promise per- 
penal continuity to B.ao Khengu'i descendants in the occopo' 
tion of the of Kutch. Furthflr, vn(h the Stituh seisuK 
of Sind, Kutch loe( its integicimpomnee. It wu no longer an 
outpoet of Imperial authority in the &ce of a potenual enemy. 
Although SB eneerpriung netchanU continueei to range far arid 
wide ouaide, m th^ had beoi accustomed w do for eentiffJei, 
finding even wider scope for their eoBunecoftl abllicks in the 
peaeefu conations whkh Btiilih naval might maincalned ever 
the oeem of the world. Kutch isdf began to drop beck into a 
tradtclonal isolation. A far-flung network of commercial 
coimeedeni linked die councry to Zanaibar. Bast Alnea, 
Somaliland, Aden, the Penian Gulf and Egyp^ as wdlai to the 
great pora of Bombay, Madras and Calcutta and lo India’s 
inland mans. It was in these channels, rather than in effotB to 
develop the scanty natural resources of their own land, that the 
sons 0^ Kutch foimd scope for thw energies. Abroad, they 
were enterprising, pregtessive, and. indeed, ^hustling. At 
home, they loved the old ways and clung to them with tenaeiey, 
just as they reverenced the dcines and honoured the shnnes 
which had become hallowed to their forefathen throughout the 
ceituriea. Thus, for many decades, dme wu almost at a standstill 
m Rureh, while tran^ujlky began to pas imperceptibly into 
sugnaoon. Only a strong, centralized odminisenDon could 
bring the cQunrry into line with nvodem pi<^ai: but while 
half Kuc^ ws in ^/isyyed hands, the Dimbat wu paralysed. 
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This ctrtiw of evma wm by no me«a obvious u the 
begmnffii of Miharao PfagmaJ’s t«giL Ourwardly, nothing 

cfui^etl Tlure was still a Subetiiary foice at fiboj. »if KukH 

ibII iiood in need of proiecdoD from lome unminent enemy 
acroB the Raju. Thete were icUl sumeroitf Bririih o£cen, 
dvd and military, in Rutch^noi^ to warrmi the conti&iwd 
publuanoB of the weekly new»-iheet eontaining aocial ei^ge- 
mens, nature ootu and 'imali toW geerip. Like hu frthec, 
Maharao Pragmal wai iJtaunch ally the Bricah in accord- 
anee wnh the spirit m wall as with the lertM, of the Treaty 
obligations which linked him to them. Thii fra did not pte« 
vent him, any more than it had prevented hit frthet. from 
speaking hii mind to them very friokly, eipecUlly upon the 
subjeco of the British guarantee to die bhayytJ. He took up 
the struggle to aiaeft the righu of ihegMu the point where 
hit frthet had been obliged, by failing health, to abandon it, 
and he punued the aame aima with equal pertinacity end, 
indeed, with i grttta verieey of tactics. Quite early in hii 
rekn he ihowed himself a stiff upholder of the daimi which his 
iSet had put forward. He imposed biUeti both on defaulting 
ihsyytJ and abo direetly upon iheir tenanti. He used the 
reeourem of the Durbar to acquiie had endjuriedierion from 
needy The nseew of hii CKCia ciuscd a good deal of 

ccocem bodi to the Polidoal Agent and to the GoveraneDt of 
BoDibey. Both commented acidly um the advantageous 
poedon which he was building up for ^ Durbar ihiough the 
frnei which be enecuted. thrm^ the system of mfraticid^ 
inipeetioo of hhayyaJ viOages upon which be insisted aad 
thtodgb hii ertBOBon of the aoth^cy of the Doebar Police to 
cake cognianee of oflenca outside Durber lerrimry, 

[n tlK long drawn-out paper controversy about Durbar 
claims and hh^yad rights whi^ continued ^r all the fifteen 
years of Mahuao Pragmal'i rrign between the Durbar, the 
Political Agent of Kutdi, the Bombay Govemmait, and the 
Govemmeni of the British at length hrfanv ruefully 
a^MTC chat the guarantee which had been given to the bluiyytU 
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tn i9i9 WAS apetaring to pievait KubJi 6om dfvelopiiig die 
kind of adminisuadoD whidi (he iotereais of is iahabionu 
required. In iSdp die Government of India noted (bee «diere 
hhayyad rigba had &]Ien inio disuse, dure was no need to 
resuKicue them, the eiterdie of rights likely (o cause miirole 
was to be opposed, (he Mahatao was to be encousaged and 
iffesgthened In die nercise of his legioniste powers and cue 
was to be taken to avoid weakening his auchoricy by any 
sireEch of (he gisaranteed righes beyond their reasonaUe meaii- 
iog. The warning was timely. Already dure was a muked 
contrast between (he eendiooni prevailing in Durbar rerrltory 
spite of the &e( that upon the inhabitaats of (hit (errltory 
&il die main burden of the (aMdon which supported ihe 
GovetnmeDV-and ihe eondidons prevailing in (has half of 
Ku(eh where the hhryytd aasened their ndepesuience of (ha 
Diirbw. The Uuyyrd as a whole took linle interest In public 
■Ain. It h true that they gesurally treated (heir tenants with 
consideraiion—(hey could not, indeed, afford to do otherwise. 
But the praedee of subdivision, wKkh. with (he suppressun of 
in&nticida, had now begun to exert its full effeea, broke up the 
Meyywf estates into fngntenti so imsll that even some of the 
iHau, the heads of the funiliati gradually found themselves tec 
impoverished and too rustic to exercise effectively the juri^ 
dicdonal rights which the British guatantoa cooked upon 
them. Such a sute of allSurs wu quite incomudble with 
efficient government and the Bridsh were eventual persuaded 
to divide the guaraatee-holders into classes, aeeorduig to their 
status and their htneis M exercise jisisdkdon. and to mopose a 
struceure of special insdruuortf mcended to reeondle their own 
guarantee with (he admined needs of Kutch. 

Maharao Pragmal fought hard ihrougboui his reign to 
inttoduee a system of administration which would be capable 
of briz^ing ^ country forward^ but he was handicapped at 
evay by (he Bribsh guarantee which lemoved half of 
Ristdi from his jurudkcioc. The touacy which he displayed 
in ptessbg upon the Bntiah hat pomt of view, namely that (he 
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giunncee of 1S19 relattd only co the landed nghn of the 
hhj/ad ad neidvt did, nor could, anuie them in ihe exercise 
of a eivil and crimiiul jurudiction incompatible with the 
supremacy of dte Dorbu» if epp&renc from the Toluminaus 
miouea, repreeenudons, cepocti. memoriah, petitions and 
suggeeuofu which fill so many fiaho volums. Twice did the 
Maheraa fight his way on appeal riglie up CO (he Secxecary of 
State for India in London, On the second occasion he actually 
tent his Dlwani Kaei Shahabudin, td England to (^reseat his 
views. The t^hot, 10 each instance, was the gain of tone 
valuable ground. Throi^hout the whole conrear, the Maharao's 
caceiea were d i g u ifW in the exBeme. When the Britlsli preseed 
upon him en arrangement which he folt diat he could not 
accept, he made over to the FoUdcal Agent the manegementof 
ell efiairi between the Durbar and the Vutyytkl. placing at chat 
oftdal'i disposal a portion of hli own enablsihmene ana making 
over to him a seal similar to that used by the Durbar. Bvessrually 
the Maharao succeeded in one of his sneln objectives, the tight 
te aomneie the members of die Jedcja Court, which waa 
oeaced to heerdvil and eriminel casea b^ in the eatacea of the 
guaraneee-holdeti and beyond them, Appeals lay to this Court 
in all but minor caeca from the Jutudicuon exercised by the 
gconnieodiol^; it wu preitded over first by the P^deal 
Agent, lecer by the Naib Dtwan. Where injustice could be 
proved, it was opesi to cbe Maharao, on tbe advice of the 
Poliiiol Agent, to call frit, and if necesiary. quaeh the orO' 
ceedmgi of any of the hkayyad courts. At long fait, the wKole 
ediauMing conTraversy was brought to tome tort of a con> 
promjae concluiioQ by the elaborate *Bk«yyed Ssulemesit of 
107S* which Maharao Piagmal saaciioned. but did not live to 
sign. From this settlement there grew tbe complicated juru> 
dicdonal lystem which afflicted Kutch right up to die time of 
its fiital merger into the lodiao lOpablk in 1948. 

There were fine the courts whi^ operated only id Dusbac 
temrory; secondly, tbe courts which operated only in bhayyad 
cerdrory; thirdly die separate juriadiciion of the Thakor Sahib 
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of Mom made che Adhoi eadave; fourthly the ipecul Jftdejs 
Court and &ully the High Court, dealmg widi the more 
serious dvil end ehmioel cases throughout the Sate (with the 
eKcepdon of the Morri territory), sencenca of which, if 
they involred deith, or cratuporatioii for hie, or more dun 
iburteea years' unprisonmeiit. were subject to eonfiinuooa by 
the Mihireo himself. The system was defective in many wiys, 
and woiUd have worked even ieis btiifectorily dun it did hat 
ibr the natural tendency of the Dtirhar's courts, with their 
betttr-Dained oSiceri arvd more uniform procedure, to extend 
their jurisdiecio n over all but the meet m^mficani caia. Even 
so. it wu an Intolerable anschroawm to burden modem tunes. 

Tlui great controversy berween the Durbar and the Me/yed 
over th^ respective rights, which attracted so muds attention 
and coniumM so much energy ducu^ the teigni of Maharaoi 
Deial and Pragma], has little interest to the Kiiterua of co«day. 
In the record of Kuteh, iu main importance ii twofold. Pirsr, it 
prevented the Rulers of KuteK from building up in tbe nin^ 
teenth century the eifident administration v»hiM rha country 
needed; secondly it occupied their dme and engroned thetr 
activity almost to the estdioion of odut matters. Both thae 
effects were regreuaUy noticeable, te the permanent lees of 
much that would have benefited the people of Kutch, during 
the reign of Maharao Pragma!. He wu e man of outstanding 
capacity, endowed with administrecive ability of e high order. 
At the very beginning of hie reign, his personality inspired lo 
much confidence that the management of the security arrange 
menu in tbe Wagad, for long tbe charge of a ipe^ police 
force under the Asautant PoUncal Agent, was made over 
to his control. In the iatervali of his ptcoccupation with efibm 
to regain for the Durbar tbe power for the coece cask 

of governing, he feamed codes for tbe guidance of hu officers 
in matters of civil and mmee. he extended mcd kal 

relief, he set on foot many use^ public works and he en¬ 
couraged nade and commeccc. Had ^ been, m reality, ‘narter' 
of hii temcory in the words of the Treaty of i8i^, he would 
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bsve made Kutch om of (Ke most progresah^e and bcsc> 
adminiacered of the Tni^iati Scaus. 

Among hs noae notable achievemmu waa the foondmg of 
• ayaeem of Sum chfoi^ooe Rumh. He saw that 

(be time had come ic supplement (he work of the niidng 
insmutione of anclene learning, aocb as dm for bardic 
poetry m Shuj and tbe Samknt College at Atodvi, by ichoek 
wkkh would train young Kuechis in the requiremeno of more 
modtfniimca. Ac (he beginning of bis reign, there were only 
ibree modem schools in Koeeb—one Anglo-vemeeukr and 
(WO vernacular. TWb to ebe Maharao's eflbrci and to hii 
indumce with the bhtyyei, dua number rose to fourteen in 
(he neu ten years, ofwbieh nine were in Durbar eetrieory and 
five were in die cerricory of cbe i/ifl/yed. By (he (une of hii 
death, thete were sevesicy-ose tehooii, including ebe Kgh 
School founded by the Mabarao himself, named Al&ed High 
School in honour of (he then Duke of Edinburgh, wbi^ 
aught up (0 the Eneraoce Standard of the Bombay Uiuvenicy. 
Maharao Pragma! endowed tcholaribipt for Kurchi sTudena 
at the Univeniey and made grants (o pconusing young men 
who wished m Wve Kutch (O irudy ae ebe dueant icboM and 
coUegM. He aarlsied and encouraged the creation of libraria in 
Bhuj, Mandvi, and Mundrk 

liie Maharao was active in providing material improve 
menn throughout Durbar Territory. He eonitniered a new 
breakuraier and important harbour works at Mandvi, he built 
the great Pragiar m rbe Chadwa hiUi, be made (he caus^ 
way in (be Kamirur lakeat BhuJ, He contrived to &nd eiougb 
money So extend the road syi tern, to repair the walls of Mandvi, 
(0 de^en and (o improve many mtiIw, to build a new Jail, a 
new hospital, new tables and even a new palace for himself in 
Shuj on modon Imlianate bno with a lo^ clock (owes, It u 
utonahing to coniides bow moeb he contrived (o achieve 
with bis comparativeiy slender resources. The Durbar revenue 
was, li is True, increasing: from Rs.?!$,000 (^yt.ooo) in j 

it rose to Rs.i, 4 S,coo 14^,000) m iSyd-??, This was 
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lifgdy due to a rise in customs recdpo from R?,t?;, wo 
0Cx7,joo) tcRa.«oci,ooo ^prudent matugeroent 

Afid good order had alio r«is<d the receipts from knd-rewue 
from lUsoo,ooo (^aopcoo) to Rj.4ia^ (^x.aoo). 

Yet planning for improvemeu was very dfScult bem u K 
of the recurrent nightmare of unceiuin rainfall. la ilte. the 
ravia failed entirely: laige numbers of people moved to Sind. 
Kathiawad and Bombay and thousands of cade peruhad. The 
Mahano sachfued all import duties for two months on grain 
and fodder: he started relief work and opened chap grain 
ihm Soeh a set-back was sedous when the whole Sate 
BudMt wa 10 small, b iBda. on the other hand, there was so 
moeh tain that damaging floods oceuned: vdlagei were 
destroyed and an invaden of locusts consumed what the 
floods had spared. Next year, aldiough the rains were good, 
food was ihwt beeause the high price of coiton, eauied by the 
American Civil War had eempEed the eultivacori to 

extend imduly the area under diis valuable cash crop, Again the 
Durbar had to eearr choip grain shops and to iesa several 
month's revenue from impod duties. Similar conditions pro* 
viiled in itd4; It was the Durbaf s fnaneaa which sulfered. 
Indeed, through moss of Mahano Ptognud'i reign, the yean 
ia which rainfall was sadsfraory. or in which locusts did not 
appear, wne very few. 

When it is remembered that the revmue from land owned 
by the ihayf^d and ether chiefs ameonted to very needy es 
much as that which caote into the Durbar treasury, the success 
of the Maharao in making as much progress as he did » a 
variery of directioiu deservn commcMabon. As Sir PJehard 
Temple, then Governor of Bombay, remarked when he 
viaiced Kuich in 1B77: 'I observe one peculiarity here which is 
thk. that while His Highness the is the master of die 
province of Kutch. and has to defend the whale country, to 
oarry on its entire adminiserauon and 10 be responiible for ia 
moral and material proiperity. be enjoys only revenss, 
the other half going to his oumeroiu relations oiled collectively 
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tbe U^yaiT. The Govtoior w«bc oa to exhofc (h« Ithayyad to 
beu their ibare in genesal cxpemee, to co-operate with the 
Rtilct JU eflevtiu^ unproTemeats by eiabluhuig T^lnr^T^ ^ j 
duperuarict, by bulling roads and by encouraging trade: 
ibrehu waning chem that eke jurisdiction which th^ exex« 
cited could not be confirmed to choee not qoalified by ediiea- 
oon, sbikty and dxe of holdings to e xercise it. 

Tbii ofiicul pronouncement was delivered just after Maharao 
Pr^rna)*! death and, bad he livtd to hnr it, be would have 
Diked for no better evidence of his lucce* in convincing the 
Btiriih that the guarantee given to the Ma/ysd in IB:9 wu a 
mistake which needed <^uiedy to be redteaaA The tragedy was 
that this sceepdenally capable admifuitraeot thould have been 
obliged to iwrifice lo much fime and energy in obtaining per- 
million, as it were, to admmiiter at all. Ldw bis father Mote 
him, be was the best mfonned man in the State with every 
detail ar hii finger-cipi. Like hit father, alio, he was congeaiuUy 
oppoKd todecencrauaing authority, preferring to keep ai much 
as pouible of it In hh own hin^. But. like Henry Vlll of 
Bngbnd, he had the knack of using able men fot bis own pur¬ 
poses and of relieving then) of office when they beome 
eenbarraaiingly unpopular. la iBdr, for example, Motilal 
Jivandai and MadSiavdai fUmdai became joint Mimsteti. 
They puibed through a number of usefid reforai in the ad< 
mutrwieo: dtey uuibed and bridged a new roed berween 
Bhuj and Mandvi and they introduced cotton ghai and screw 
prcKs to deal with the cotton crop. But th^ pressed the 
rights of die Durbar against the landholders too foKefoUy and 
when the Pobueal Agent accused them of cunpering with the 
currency tn iM}, die Maharao suspended them and appomted 
j^Jivan Mehta, a Nagut Brahmui. He was an old and trusted 
servuii of the State; but the real power was exercised by 
Valabbji Mehta, who displaced Jagjrvxn in 1B63. VaJabhJi 
Mehta was a nun of great ability but bis handling, roo, of the 
Meyjtfd was tactless. On die advice of the Political Agent, the 
Maharao dismissed him and bosowed the services of die 
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deputy coUettot of iuu. ShahAbodiu Ibrabim. He Mrved die 
Dorbif well and wai sent to England to repeecnt Maiarao 
Pragmali view# to the Seernary of State m the coone of the 
euule over WieyyW righa He resigned in ii 6 i. and was 
auo^d by Bhogilal [>faiivalabhdi*. who remained Diw« 
undl :874 when he wa* Mowed by Laxman Kri8hiuji--the 
last of Maharao Pngmari mlnucen, 

Mahano Pragma!, aJetouri he fought the Brioih Koudy to 
vindicate his i^hcs, enjoyed rheir sincere esteem ihrw^out 
his reign. In all nutters unconnected with (he Brmih guarantee 
to the Wey/ad, the Government knew chat they coidd rely upon 
his lincere co-weratioo. Tius was eapacully valuable to them in 
cononu^ efforu to check «ii, in&nciode and aUw. 
The suppreacon of the fust and sacond was now manly a 
quaeien of ccnitaiu vigilaftce, which the Maharao exercued 
wuhout intermisiien. But about the middle of hii te^, the 
qiMStion of slavery once again emerged into prominmee—not, 
in Kuteh, where it bd been effectively atamped out 
fellowing Maharao OmI*i prockoadon of iSjd^but in 
^ahar. The coniwcclon between Zeoahar and Mandvi had 
long been close: there is a story current that Vasco da Gama 
uw Kutch ships anchored at Mombasa and m the harbour of 
Zansibar and took a Rocchi pilot into hii servue to help him 
on the last leagea of hu voyage to the Makbar coast. The 
evteniive trade beewem India and Zantac in such eenunodi- 
ties as cotton, lice, salt and pottery, which were exported in 
return for ivory, cloves and rhinoceros hide, had beoi almost 
endrcly in Xutchi hands for centuxlea Although the Indian 
market was closed cosLava. the trade in hizmai bengi between 
Afoica and the Arab countries and some of the Penian Gulf 
porca eontinued to be very profitable. The Arab Sultans of 
Zsnab V, who became ind^teodent of the Imams of Muscat oi 
183a, saw no reason to forbid it. The British made Irak head> 
way through repraeoutiani to Sultan Sayed Dargash so they 
decided to approach the nuaet through the Kurchi familio, 
who provided the Sultan with his Waaits, dominated the 
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of Zumbar ai haidlol tht trade in slave, as ia all 

oAef commodicie. , , . v 

Maharao Pragmal was very vvil 3 u« to he^ In rW 9 . he 
b»ed a pfodamatiMi to aU hii »ubj«e wsiding eemporarily « 
OCTTaaneody abroad, Worming them that he had authonud 
£b Sricuh Govcoiment to puniih them like Bnush lubjeco if 
tW b«ke the Uw forbidding dave-tradi^. He warned 
Koechis in Zanabei paiocularly that the British woidd h^Mc 
all the Slavs wiAout compeniaiion if they pewuted with the 
slave-trade: that diey would be wated as cnminali, not oo>y 
outiide Kmch bur iostde Kwch w weU if they did not obey. In 
order to give die proclamation foil efect, the Mahamo « 
Diwan. K«u Shniabudm. to Zanaabac. A great mesii^ ot all 
the Kowhi merduntt wai held and the proclamation wm «ad. 
The head of the geeataat Kmchi firm in Zaaalbar, the merclwi- 
PfineeTerwn Shwi, feed all the iUtci » his godowni. Othw 
Kowed his ttample, publidy dadarlng thatr loyalty to *e 
Mahano and theii determination w obey lui orders. As a token 
of goodwill, the Kutchi nwrantile houi»ttr>dersook w sepport 

didr aiMievs for a year end a day, so that they could sdief 

mk work Of retom to (heir hom«.Th« ecuonefthe Meharao 
broke the backof sUvfr<tadmg bi Zaaaber: but the eommetee 
was so profiable that some relica of It eootinued dandstmely. 
Again, the British Government applied » she Maharao for 
help, la l#?a, eceorin^y. be ieaued a final command couch^ 
in me sternest language: the Bade must stop, once and for all, 
immediitdy. Not otJy would tho« who perwted m it be 
Moished by the British, bur he, iheir Maharao, w^ con- 
fiiaie all the pfopacy which the defoulteo poassaed la Kutch. 

The threat sufficed and ilave-Baduig ceased in Zaaabar. 

h u hardly to be wondered at that the British hdd Maharao 
Ptagmal in high seeem and that Quern Victoria conferred 
upon Wm the diidnccion of Kn^t Grand Commander of the 
Star of India—a decerehon which, at that time, was c o n ad et ed 
I special mark of approval for peesooal worth and oinetanduig 
succsi in good government. Not since the time of Mahano 
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Lakho hai the rulers of Rucch KcoTcd a deconooD from che 
panmeuae lords of Indu, The cevr firubh decoiAtioB. it is 
true, differed from the Mahi Mahcib which had been con* 
ferted by the ?loiBe of Tiirnar because ii wat penonal. not 
hereditsry; but its inddoice marks the beginfimg of die pro¬ 
cess by which, in les dun four decades, Kurch wss ^»in to be 
united in dosec uei to (he rest of India. Inaaothex resMct, too. 
MahaiAO Prsgmal raumed a prscdce long intennicted: like his 
ancestor Reo Bhaxmalji (, ^o had Jefr Kuteb to pay his 
boouge to the Emperor Jahangir at Ahmedabod in idi?, he 
too 1^ his counvy to do Kon^ to (he new overlords, (he 
Sritiih. Throe cisnes did he go to Bombay: once (o meet 
HRH che Duke of Sdinburgh in tiTO, oace »take psrt is a 
Chapter of tbe Sear of India in 1671 and once (o do homage to 
HKH (he Phaee of Wales in r& 7 $. The ptecedent thus set wm 
to be Mowed by his eon, his grtndson, and his greae-grandsoit 
c^e up (0 the time when Korcli itself was merged into tbe 
lar^ entity efsn indcpandeiii India. 

Maliareo Pragcnal returned to hb country from hn Uie visit 
to Bombay with ikkneM heavy upon him; be died at tbe early 
age of ehirry^even, after only Cfrm ye«n of rule, on Janu^ 
1, !S7d. His ion, then aged ten, luccseded him with tbe dtle 
ofMabarao KhengatUL T]\e new Mahirao'i long rdgn. which 
lasted undl tpaa, was frnally to bridge the inierval beeweea the 
Kuteh of yaterday and the Kuteb of to>day. 

The w^-tried expedient of a Council of Ikegoioy was 
again called into service. Presided over by tbe Polt^ Agent, 
it consisced of tbe Diwan, one repreaenucive of the hhejiyad, 

nnd_a sign of the timm^oce lepretenoBve of the ouncandle 

community. The Council proceeded to build neadily upon the 
administradve foundations which Mahwso Prsgmal had laid. 
Kuich was o^anued into the lubdiviaions which s(iU ensi 
to-day^Rapor, Bbscbau, Mundra, Bhuj, Mandvi, Abdase 
(with Nskhstiaaa), and Lakhpet. Each b^ a revenue and a 
judiaal officer, wuh a sepaiste organiaiion for police and 
village admifiiitraoon. Surveys were set on foot to ascotain 
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the nunenJ and other r«*our(e> of the Slate; additaout 
hsrbotir voeks. iocliiding ehe main pier and breakwater, were 
began at MandvL tnde was eacouraged and local induseriu 
woe developed. 

The system of educasii^ a young Maharao in his own 
country had proved w niccessfol in the cose of Maharao Desal 
and Mahaiao Peagmal that il was followed with Maharao 
Kheaagar also. Anv^ its greatest advantages v/aa that the fonire 
Ruler never Ion tooeb with his own lu^eeti and his own 
surroundnga, among which he woold pan hu life. Ae the same 
U0U it was easy to provide him with tUTon who would luper- 
vise his educabon along both Indian and Weatorn lines. The 
bey Maharao Khengar wen showed sigiu of teeneude and a 
capacity for steady i^phcatloB to his itudiea. He profited 
notably feom able curors. bath Indian and BruUh^hief 
among the latter being Captain Wray, of the Bombay Army, 
w whom the Maharao was la later yean accustomed co pay 
high tribute, at the man mainly cesponsible for hit own <^uite 
eite^Benal command of£ngh^. Maharao Kliengar's mastery 
of this language matfced him out from be contemporaries, 
even during an ere when w many of the Indian Frlaeos 
ipoke it perhaps even more fluently than thetr mother tongue. 
He had a sensitive eppreciatjon of die precise meanmg of 
words and a meticuleos exactness in rhe use of phrases, which 
surprised, and occanonally discooeetted, the sixceieive genert- 
tioT) of fin^ishmen with whom be was to work throughout his 
long life. His connoiiisii>lifce aaieannent of line, almoer of 
every word, in the drafts which were submitted to him was, in 
his later years, to retard scnoualy the transection of business 
and to ouse him much difficulty of one kind and aoothe. Bui 
in essence it ana a manifeetahon ofhii ouen for perfection, of his 
refusal lo be ladsfied with the second oesi, of hu determinatien 
to UHLsie his keen intelhgence upon every aspvt of human 
reiadons, whidi proceeded &om the exceptional ijmliry ofhii 
mind. These same (^nahiies were alio manifested ifl Maharao 
Khengai s cukfvated caste in Gujarati ketm of which be was a 

Mi 



A NEW OAVN» 


great puroD. faring his reign, Kutck woo (be repacuton of 
piooeamg the publiotioD both of nuny origina] worb ic 
Gryarui and of many cnnsIaDoni into Go^ad from suodud 
worb in £ngluh tod Sansbit. 

The power of hisiiuelleci developed eady: u toon at he was 
■meen years old he began to take pan in the admiiurrraiion 
With the fdH appcovaJ of the Felidrel Agent end of the 
Governor of 3 onihay, udio have recorded satufacaon ae 
hit high iDCBlligence, iplendid phynoue and mattery of manly 
ejcerciae. It wat wuely decided that lie should make a tour of 
India in lila and iMj, to that he ihoiald tee aomething of the 
couoffies and lasdi lurroitncUng hw own. Vitaung Simla in 
18I3. he made a grow irepresiion upon the Viceroy, Lord 
Ripen, who wrote of him to Queen Vicuna u ’a £ne ycmag 
man' and encouraged him in the sueoden, which he waa 
forming, of going u England. At aeon as be reached the age of 
eighteen, he wat formally invated with full povren and, with 
(he help of (he very able Oiwin, Roe Bahadur Manibhal 
jMbhii, began to reign eltMtively in sMa. 

The highlight of hit early yean u t Ruler wat urtdoubeedly 
hit viaie to England SI die company of hit younger brother 
Frinee Xalubha. to aMad Queen Vksoda’i Goldm JubOee. 
Lord Duffehn on March III?, wrote to the Queen about 
'the very nice yoimg Prinre ... who will ua^ubtedly make 
e very fitvourable impreaden upon Your Majeity*. The 
Viceroy’t confidence was justified. The enmet ia Queen 
Victoria's Journal for the lunuDcr of ill? {Ltutn of Queen 
ViOAftA, Third Scriea, Volume I, pp, 311,354,334) thow that 
Maharao Kbengat won the Queens high approv^. There ate 
re&rencet to his handtomoiess, his fluent English and hit 
'amiable, gentle and ucafected’ nature. He was created Knight 
Grand Cross of the Indian Bmpice and hh portrait, by Hall, was 
eomriusdoned for hanging at Osborne (where it is suit to be 
teen). Whoi he went to Scotland in August, be was invited to 
shoot at Balmoral; the bead of his stag was mounted so that It 
could be sene to him in Kutek: he was pretenced with rwo 
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volumes o£^ Queen’s Joiusuls »i ftpinifig gift; udifi tleteer 
(September io, 1H7) vbkb combines graooi^ <ijgmc7 iriib 
tkrtiM a£ccionaie intereit, the Queen bide Jiim &rewell, end 
hoped dur he would be inclined (o revide England ind 
Scotland occaiioiully since abe herwlf could not go to India 
^buialeslatmyageanddeeadmg sea voyages u well as heat, it 
would be impossble*. (Royal Anhrvei, N 44/76.) 

Use young Maharao eoekhu {uUihateinthefesdvituaeon* 
aeeted with the Jubilee and the magnificent ball which he 
gave 8) the house in Qaceo's Gate which became his residence 
for ihs seasQD was ameng (he sesuaDoos oC thu bnlllant social 
concourse, Many royal penonagea actended ic (he Prince of 
Wala bceughe Prince Albert and Prinee George, end the 
future Queen Mary, iheo Prineew May, aceompanled her 
moebee, the Ducheai of Teck. The aeam of London society 
aeraoded, for it wai regarded as a geeae novelty chat an Indian 
Prince ihoiald give a ball in London. Maharao Khengar made 
many friends—some of iham lifelong as a reeole of hii first 
vidt to England; and there can be Iide doubt chat it was then 
he first leamad to disunguish unetrlngly between the dilfecou 
mdaooni of tha firitsih and Continental hlararehy—a 

uculry which preserved him from die involuntary soleduns 
which fbreigo guaci of birth and breeding found so pussling 
whsn they viirtod the Courts of some ofhls brother Princes. 3 uc 
the wit to and Scotland bi liS?, like all the othet 

court abroad which Maharao Khengar was to undercahe in 
later years, had an cascncuUy serious content: be travelled 
widely, he observed much, he laid the foundations of the rich 
acne ofkoowiedgeofmea and of things wluch, before he died, 
won him a reputation for integhty of judgment, for caudeua 
wisdom and for ripmets of experience, which was unique in 
India. Before returning home, Maharao Khengar rook the 
oppoctunsty to visit some of the prisapal does m France, 
Getsiany, Austria, Italy and Egypt. He would have stayed 
longct in die wen but for (he sod^ death of his brother-in- 
law, Maharaja Dungat Singh of Sikaiur. 
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1 ft Kuich. a heavy a&k awaited him for it ww MaJiarao 
Kheogar m who. m the coune ©fhii long leign^ bore the main 
ropoMkhty of bringing hia comury to the pcwbon whiA it 
occupied when ft fouJly became pare ofiftdependear India, The 
0 >iindl Regency—or Coundl of Adminijirarion w it 

bectnw afret the young Mahamojoiftfid ii—had done in work 
The State reveouea had umued to Ria millk>ni and 
Uftd revenue bad risen by ab^y pet ant. Some »,«o actei of 
new land had been brought under cultivation; the number of 
jchoola had tiaen from forcy-thrw w Ji6 and the number of 
hwpittlj and dupenaariu from two to lut. Public worki in the 
dupe of harbour improvenunti, bridges, reads, iravallen' 
bcmgaiowi, tanks and wdli had been undertaken at a cow of 
Rj,B,7DOrOCO. In relation to the needs of the people of Kueeh 
and to lae of the cotmery, ihii represented only s begin¬ 
nings while the nuagreneis and uneerrainty of the State’s 
financial reMiucat and the widsdrswal of ^yai and oihu 
xamindar territory from the controJ of the Durbar were sarioui 
handicaps to rapid fotve progress. But foe Mabarao was 

detexmfoad to pet severe slong the soond lines already laid down. 

He made the ezeeiuioB of secondary and primary adue»- 
tlen, in particular, foe wlucuion of girls, a principle 
objective of hli efibrei. He founded many sehoUnhipi: he 
eiubhshed an Arcs School to inject new life loeo Kuich’i 
anaenc handierafo and traditional indunriei; he encoureged 
study abtoad and be wu among the fitn of the Indsaa Rulers» 
apprecute the neceesley for teduiieal eduotion. He impreseed 
bis own sense of foe importance of educatieo upon foe wealthy 
merehann among his nhs«a» and foe eifom of the Durbar 
were worthily supplemented by private eDdowmoib whiA 
were to play a great part in Kumb’s edomtional lystem. Had 
he command the resources appropriate to Ms poaQon among 
the Princea, he would certainly have raised Kurdi very high 
among foe 'model Sutee’ of bdia. In many respects, he w» a 

generacioa ahead of his time in his ideas and. nDti] foe beginning 

of the present century, Eotch maybe aid to bave held its own 
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agairtai ail cooipeciccm. Whee Lord Cunon. a stem cnoc, 
vuieed Kuuh in He trotted lo Qiieeo Vicmu on the 
work of theMakarao in vcrf favowaWe eerms. He was greuly 
imptO Bfd bv (he way n which (be admcruicrarion une coping 
wnb the ieli«f-work necesai(ared by du eenible famine of tbac 

C and by the edieimt meeaure* which had been taken in 
die ravages of the bubonic plague, which had anacked 
Rutdt in 1S97 and had remained in an endemic, if r«s(cieted, 
fenn ever linee. Mahano Khenpr’a own effotia, and (he 
vigour of die measuiea which hii popularity among all cUaaei 
of lii rubjecti esablad him to adopt, in 4 ce, largely averted 

a repeoaoft of (he frighrful ealasucy of iSxa, wfaLi a aimilaf 
irtack u acunaied co have earned ^ almoie half (he sdiabi* 
tanti of (He Slate, 

The dawn of the new century wai (o bring tuny probletu 
to Kueeh and to ia Ruler, Among the greaiOK of (hem wu the 
inereub^ dlSculiy of keeping up wi(h the development! 
which were ceking place both in Bridsh India and in ocher 
[ndiaa Sate* like Ba^a and Mysore. So long ei the ftdiioci in 
adaiaiineive machinery remained relatively timpde, and the 
Kope for aodai servieei wu cuakted by tradioenal Ideaa, 
Kucch wa» able, (hanki (o the advanced idni of the Maliario 
and ee hii careful Hiubanding of the Durber'e modest roaources, 
to hold la own, Burai (he cenniry progressed, the demand (hat 
Goveremcna should do more (o give chor lubjeca education, 
medical relief, sodal servicea, worb of pubLk udlity, eaey 
communicationi, and all the amenities of cavlliacd hfe which 
(be western wetld hid developed, grew more and more 
intiseent. The resulting expansion in governmental activities 
involved heavy eap e t tdicure. which before very long set 
atandarda that were ^uite beyond (be limited resources which 
Maharao Xbengir coWd command. What he did in &ci 
succeed iq achieving has been indicated ia the first part of this 
book: hii foundation of the modem system of cducioon and 
medical reUef, his urigadon work, his land reelsmaaon, be 
afforestation and bis pioneering work of the new port of 
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Kmdl^-now. a loog last, begouiing. mia (hf GoreRUnmt 
of buba, to realize die poa^ilMliues which hii foresgbe had 
perceived Okie. Bdc from fine eo last, ks enLghiened eConi fot 
the State were haodiapped bv finandal tcringeney. due m pert 
ro Kucdi’t atuadon in ehe umice belt' which exposed die 
coimtry lo lecurrent &i]ure of (he moosoon: in paii lo the 
wiibdrawal from the Durbar of the Uftd revenue of nevly 
half the State because of the Biickh guarantee to (he hhtyyad 
and other landlords; and in part to theartifida] limicadoiu ia^ 
posed by the Covemment of hdia upon Kureh’s sole pa wble 
source of escpanding revenue—its exeernal trade. 

Thai wu fini manifrited in regard (o sale, of which Kuteh 
hsa natural supples which are probably unequalled in any 
other part of the world. In ehe coime of the nineteendi century 
(he Bntish Government found (has ehe old Moghal duty on 
•ah wu a valtable source of tevenue if tystemaucally collet: 
and they began to rake under their own control the esdidng 
sale lupelies. Kuteh, with its unlimited oatunl ficilitiea fee 
salt prMuedon, its many shipa, and its exedlent sea conmuQl* 
cations, eoald eanly have eonpeted lueecaifully in the Indian 
market widi the Government establiihmeno. It was not par- 
mittad (0 do this. In 181$ the Durbar was obliged to sign an 
agreement, pledging ilsalf to refrain from exporting to 
any port of India; and so to legulaie the trade with foreign 
ports ouciide India that no salt could find its way back. VcskU 
curying salt as even part of their cargo from Xuteh were 
forbiddffl to call at any Indian ports: salt could only be loaded 
into veiaels tailing directly to the fbrdgn port to which the salt 
was consigned. The result was to kill any poiaibtlicy of using 
Kotch's naruraJ reiouxces in salt commercially. As the fienhry 
PraUefU}! Connrrr (Volume V) acidly notd m iBftO: *On the 
Ra&s, salt is collected in places, but does not form an article of 
export, although it might be obtained la enor i BO US qumdties.* 

Thee remamed the tnrrtpoi trade of Mandvi and other 
Kistch pore, the posnbiliaies of which had beoi illusrnied by a 
steady increase in the customs revenue which accrued to the 
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Durbar wr >cg cbe dffi« whro law aiui order were eseablitbed 
aiter Britiih Duerrennon, But ia ^ direction a^ain, etpansicgi 
wai affi Sri eUy che^d &crocB eneenal to KoicL 'Ae ftni 
of these ftccon war the growing eompedtion of cbe Kathiav/ad 
marimne States wtudi, towa^ the dose of the nineteenth 
caic\sry, were b^iuung to spend money in developing whar^ 
age iedlities and in attraaiDf trade. To begin they had 
the advantage over Kucdi becaiue they were nearer to the 
valuable hinterland of Gujarat, whidt provided (hem with a 
rady market Cor what they could unport, and a number of 
them, ted by Morvi, began co build iieam imnwsys and rail* 
wayi to «c^U the pceiibiliuea of rapid traoiie for pesaengers 
and goods Kuteh, iaoUted as it vraa, and widi its eommuruea- 
tioni to the north handicapped by the ^aui, found It difficult 
to eonpeR with these new developmeaca. 

Between Kutch and Morvi feebog ran puticukrly high; for 
among the results of the Brithh guarantee of 1I19 to the 
was. an in^i&ry into die itatua of the Adhoi 

enjave. Prior to the depoaltlon of Mshaiao Bhatmal and d>e 
forma) intervention of the Brleuh. the Adhoi m/«w, wuh iu 
ewe boLred pttchel of dependent lemtory, had merely been a 
part of Kutw of which (he Morvt Tliakun happened to be 
Zamindui. The firiciih, eonvlficed u they were by (he claim 
of the feudal tenants eo be independent of the Durbar of Kutch 
in all ceMUial rCi^MCti and having taken the Statei of Kathia* 
wad tmder their exchsave autlioiity by arrangement with the 
Gaekwar and the Peiihwa in iBar^, accepted the Morvi 
contentioD that Adhoi and lU depeadendei were outade the 
juriadictaan of the Kutch Dutbet. they finally decided to 
exclude them from Kucdi ^together. Thoi Adhoi and its 
outlying blocks were converted, agaenst all precedent, into 
slasds of Morvi tsrcitoryiiiaide Kutch. Thk was an astounding 
revestaiofthe original pccidoe under which Morvi inelf waa a 
j^frbeid by dieRaos ofKutch 00 the mainland ofKathiawad. 
11k Bnciih, vdio were becoming accustomed In Wcscem 
India to the mtetlocking ofjorudicaoas between patches of the 
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(ernCDry of one Sesf e and f uches of (he wthtofy of utothec, ai 
well as eo di« <raac«itfe of of Scales' lerricory is the 
middle of firitiat dbtricES, atw nothing sennge aboiB the 
Aitai^emeae. To Kuiclus, however, whh iheii fttlicgs of 
sepamion aod of disiber oatioiuht^. whkhhad hm t developed 
through die cencuries, (here wu something almcei shocking in 
intruuoQ of a 'foreign' cenitocy jp o the dominioiu of 
iheif {kuler« even (hough the Thakun of Mom were (hem* 
selves in the diree( line of Reo Xhengar I. Hie Mahaxaos of 
Kocch. 6om the time of Desel onwards, struggled potutentiy 
GO alGee the BruuKatheude and toiestoie Adhca tot^tetriiory 
by which it was suffomded. The Tliakiin of Morvi rosuted 
the Kutdt claims with equal Genaciey. 

The dispute beeweon Kuedt and Morvi took an acute cum 
when mihsine, u well as tecntorial. nghti became an laruc. 
As we have seen, the Kathiawad States wuhseahoardiposaoiied 
a long mantune uadiCioD, and du general peace which 
the fifiriih bad brought go wescem India, toge^ wiGh the 
•iippresun of puacy, were now aedng as a great ineendve go 
Ghe developmenG of aeebome conuneree. Morvi had a porG, 
Vavania, on che Kaihiawad aide of the Gulf of Kutch. It had 
also a harbour ai Janghi, acreea the Cnlf, in an iiland of Adhei 
territory. So long as Morvi remained a £ef of Kui^ Vavania 
and JacM were of small impocunce. but each bad a ccrum 
share of the transit trade across the Gulf of KoGch. 'When 
Morvi became an indepeadeae holdmg noder Ponee Kayan in 
Rao Pragnul's dme, the Rao's traditional supremacy over the 
waters of the Gulf wai never chalhngedi Vavania and Janghi 
could only cxiat as ports subject to his mariume rights of 
wreckage, colls and the lik^ Right down to British diues, 
shipping traversiag the Gulf of KutcH was liable to pay dues to 
Rucch Durbar officials for permio to navigate those waters and 
all foreshore righo bdonged to the Maharao. 

A differenc podGion arose when Morvi was recognized by 
the Briciih as a separate Suce in Kaihiawad and when its 
bolding of Adhoi was divorced from the sunoimding Enteh 
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tetrieor^. Tht Thakurs of Morvi did not Me (hey ahouid 

ngt take ihar ihare A (he trade which W3A developiog along the 

Eathiawsd coaff to supply the maskeia of EacJiiawad ud 
Oujant. They began to spcsid money upon Vavaiua end 
j^gk; a nd reast du claim of the Kutch Dizrbac o&crra to 
execc the ciatomary tolls, to exercw right over wreckage on 
thoe duxes of the Gulf of Kutch whidi were in Morvi eerr^ 
tory and to control Morvi'i seaborne trade in (he iaiereics of 
gy^ The daipuce flared up after Mahvao Pngmal Q's death 
and during Regency admiiuscndon which preceded 
Mabamo Xhcngar's aceesaioo to full aiichoriry. The Bricuh 
that, wuh w much *ogbt*—as (hey conceived I t o a 
either tide, U was eatenoal to make a 'complete separation' of 
the inTeresnofthe two States in Kutch, In Kaihiawsia and in the 
creeks end chMinele and lands heeweOD the two ^orea. An 
i?fW of the Induu Civil Sarvlee, Mr R. M. Kervaedy, was 
eppoineed to luggcai a pUn of eepetatioB. UnforomMely for 
aU ececemad the diSeulbes soon became dear. Maharao 
Khengar was, above all thingi, aBXOUi to be rid of At incubus 
of the AdhcN rnrlscr. But It should have been obvious to the 
Btitiih thst on the anumMon that the 'complete lepaation' 
which they profiled to ^re wis to be eflected on the basis 
of an exchange, Kutch had do 'territorial equlvaleat' to offer. 
By filing to iMit (hat 'complex separation' ought to be 
carried (hrot^h even at the coat, if aecesaary, of the purdiase 
oftbe rights ofoee petty by the other, at a figure to be fixed by 
arbitration, die Britiah virtually mured that 6e effort to dii> 
Bvcangle flu; rights and claims of Kutch and Motvi in euch a 
way u to put an end to the dispute would miscarry. 

Mr Kennedy fiankly admitted dial he could do no more 
than eSese 'poi^ sepandon’ unless the Thakun of Morvi were 
willing CO he bought out of Adhoi. He asaigced comparatively 
mod«« impcctance to the traditloosl maritime cootrol exer¬ 
cised by the Entch Durbar over the waters, (he fbresbc«e and 
the luvigaaan of (he Gulf of Kutch, and, in &cr, he treated the 
maridme eights ofEutebaBdofMorvimoreocleson an equal 
a^d 
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bam, wikLou regarding (he fact that in kinory eke lacia 
Aowed hom eke former. He wroa a report propooag tku an 
ifzugiiurykaeahouldbe dnvmfroot eke of Ku^ along 

the coure of the Hanstiul Creek, thsi along the centre of 
Ckack Nei, and lo aloog the cectre of ehe Rasn e^uidtiunc 
from the Kneck aad Morvi akores. Ob ehe Mofvi ai^ of the 
bne, the Morvi auchorictes were to nercue rtpanan, ciMomi 
and nuririme rigkn free of U 1 interference, while Xtuck righo 
in that aiea, kvclodlng thoae hitherto claimed or exercued orer 
ehe 'remtorial waceri* of Morvi and the port of Vavania, were 
CD be comjideeelv exunguahed. buide Kuteh, fois villager in 
eke oinlying dependencies of Adhol, including the kasb^ of 
Janghi, wore eo be made over eo Kutdi. while the mein Adhoi 
blo^ wu 10 remain widi Morvi *with no ipccial priviJega of 
erede but wieli the aune ngkes ehae are enjoyed by many native 
Sueea h ol di n g email territorus turrounded by Bcieiah dwrleo*. 
The Maharao and hi* Govecumene proMeced bitterly againie 
chase propoMli, regarding then u eemplecaly un£ur. But in 
spite of pedBoas, mamo^, and repreaerttations, ebey were 
confirmed by eke Secretary of State and finally ianied b 
bmding fbrmin ipo4. 

Oa balance, Morvi had scored heavily over Kueeh. At ehe 
price of lour villager, bicluding one nulgfufKant hatbour on 
the Kutch shore, the Mom Durbar had gained compleee marl* 
lime independence with freedom to develop its poet fadlidei ii 
ie chose. At the same time it retained intact a* pan of its own 
terneory the atain block of the Adhoi mrlffi'e^ehc extmguiih* 
mg of which had been areoi^ the laain objeetivei of the poHey 
oTcomplece separaaon’ to which the Bntah were compiined. 
It cafi hardly be a matter ofrurpriie, ther^ore, that to the day 
of his death Maharao Kbeogiir fought againie ehe ‘Ketmedy 
Award', senviog to reopo the whole qoadon in order to 
regain (he hiicerk nghti of ehe Kutrh Durbar ovo Adhoi He 
took the best available legal advice: he petitioned in mcceanon 
cheGoveemsttof Bombay, the Government of India, and ehe 
Secrerary of Scaa, hue all bis efrbrts proved unavailii^ because 
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he MuU eevet bhn^ the Biitiih auchorioa tg the potni of 
wcciDaidefipg whet he always maintijned was the &ctor which 
vioawddiemrire ‘Komedy Award\ namely, Keimedy’iuader- 
valaarioQ of Riuch’i historic control of shipping, navigation 
and nuhcimc rights througbouc the efidre waters of the Oulf 
of Kuich. The essential juRiee of he concefidoe was vindicated 
as the twentieth coitury proceeded. The Duncime rights which 
Morvi had secured, wbm intelligotdy exploited and backed 
up by die road and rail commsucauons with which stKcesuve 
Rulm of that Snce linked Vavama, and later their new port of 
Naulakhi, to the pMulous eiues of Saurashcra and Gujarat, 
hrougbt much wealth. As early as the toral trade of 

Morvi by sea and land bad teached the impreadve figure of 
more than Ki.a million, of which unDCcti alone accounted 
for cwoshird), Had the ancient eveiri^g masrery of Kuedi 
oret the waters of the Gulf not best set aside, little of thk trade 
could have acctoed to Morvi. But thanks to the *X«nnedy 
Award*, and to the extremely clever UM which the Morvi 
Durbar made of the mantime rights thus secured, chia imali 
Stare oflees than jjp square miles became among the waalehieK 
regiottt of Kathuwad, with fluid resources far superior to those 
at the disposal efKarch. fivcnvthen the Government of India, 
alasmed at the diventeu ofeuatoma revenue which the develop* 
coent of the Kadiiawad pores was causing, imposed a customs- 
liae at Viraengam, and in other ways restricted the acBvieies of 
the Xschiawtd mahtune Staces, Morvi continued eo flourish 
while Kucch remained impovensbed by comparuon. 

It is only fair » add that Maharso Khenger did not envy 
Morvi’s prosperity; hji interest ceDtered eiuarely upon that 
State’s coadaued possession of Adhoi. His sense of propriety 
was, indeed, ai&onted by certain of the manoeuvnngs adopted 
by some Kathlawad manume Stares in the conne of iheu 
biau scruple to proeecc their imcraia against ^ scranalebold 

He &ced courageously the eqavalent obstacles which that 
Gaverunent imposed opon Kuich, deUbetaiely prefemng ro 
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remain oucide ch« Indufi Ciutoou Union and to endure the 
dwUtiHfw vdkida such a posiueii of kalaQon mtaikd. rather 
(ban to join in (he serambk for profit whkb engrosaed to much 
ena^y and impoaed to many dubiom activibes on the other 
tide of the Gui£ Vet along with hit ceaaeleit eflbrti to reopen 
the Morvi award and to £nd tome 'territoria] eqiiiTaleat' by 
purchaie on the mainland whidi, as he hoped, the Govenmetu 
of Indoa nught be induced to peciuade the Morvi Duchar to 
accept m occhange for Adhol. he continued to pteaa upcpn the 
firicish awhoritiei the advantages whidi would accrue re a vut 
hjnterland in India if toad and rail commumcMioni wee 
allowed to Imh Gv^ar, R^puana and even the area round 
Delhi, with the ncellent Kuidu mu which could uve 
himdreda of miles over the *long haul* from Bombay. He wu 
dewined (o die with both these objeetma imaeluevedi but hit 
foreaight hu boenjuitiiied. To-day. there ia no Morvi cstuocy 
m Kuteh. To-day Kandla, Oandhjdam and Mandvi have direct 
coiBinunicationa with the hinterland which nature destined the 
Xutchi ports to serve. 

During the first daode and a half of the new century. 
Maharao Khengar did e v er ything poauble to develcre the 
potencnlitles of Kutch. Svury yeai more waste land was 
reclainsed for the plooghi more tanks and wells were eoa> 
struered. the euitema tariff was revised and lourered to en¬ 
courage trade, improvements were ef fe ct e d in the poet of 
Mandvi and aerentiott was devoted to dredging the main 
channel, the narrow-gauge line between Bhuj, Anjat. Tuna and 
Bhaehau was built, tuagraph eommunJeatiotJ were eitabliihad 
with the co'opendon of the Indian poial authoritia and cduca- 
aon and m,dnal rehcf advancetl The diffeneica between the 
Mahano and the Bhtiah over Adhoi were net allowed to 
afiect his close and cordial relations either with the Political 
Depaiuncac or with the Goremmeno of Bombay and India. 
By degree* he built up for humelf a reputation for honourable 
dealing, fbi integrity, and for eonscieatious devotico to the 
intetats of his State, which was isvsuqiassed by any of lus 
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brodier Pnnces, Whm the 1914-1918 war broke out, tbe 
MaKarso md his Yuvuaj ofereii their pencoul tervices as weD 
41 the falleai ecM^perstiofi of the State; and Mahmo Khoi^, 
if) iddtfi on to gcsimius nippore of war chanties, and many 
spoeul gifts eo deserving causes, met the cost of mamtaining an 
India Infantry Reguneni for ewo complete years. In 1916, m 
cecogoidon of hu war services, the Britiih Government co n- 
ferr^ upon the Mahvao *the Btle of Maharao u an hereditary 
disnncBon*—a cnrlotuly belated gesture, considering chat (he 
title had figured among die den^noos of hit aceston for 
some two cencuria. 

The post’War yean were a reuless period so India, The 
Brisih were comoutted to the goal of *rcspomibla Govern* 
aent' (at die Indian people; but the Inatalmac ofprogreia ei* 
visaged in the Moae^wCHelmsferd Reformi &Jied to satisfy 
the aipirattoni which the leaden of the naeionalirt meveoiene 
had for long been eoiefau. Mr Gendhi's first great movement 
of dvll diaohedienee, ana the Anriisor vegedy, together Kt in 
min the developments which in du next three decades were to 
bring independence to bidia: but in the meanisme thepolidcsl 
hoam remained stormy, and fnnion grew seeiom between 
the Bridih and die Indian Nationalist leeden on the one hand, 
and between Kinda and Muslim groups irwde the ludonaliit 
ranks. 

ICutch remained » a large extent miuLced from the main 
eurrents of the turbulent stream of Indian poUticoi life, for a 
s variety of reasona. Almost half die total population of Kuteh 
was accustomed to seek its living outdde the State; and U was 
thus ouBtde, rachet than mode. Kutch that the political aenvH 
ocs of the most vigorous and oiterpriaing sections of the 
Eocchi people found tbeii full scope. Like their kinsmea the 
Gojanoi, the Kutchis showed ihemselvea in I nd ia strong 
rupporten of the Indian NarioDol Congress, coouibucvig 
libefiUy to the Party funds and ofien making great personal 
tse t ifsces for the cause. The famous tev^^ubODsry, Shyamji 
Krishnavanoa, precursor of many ’acuviat' elemoas in the 
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Indian lutwod movoncne. was a Mandvi man. Ttts Kucch 
artacbmeoT ro th« mum oflndiaa freedom becunesiror^ dun 
ever when MaJiamu Gaftdki» wieh hi Kathiawadi ongm aid 
his Idnshp with the mercantile classes of Kathiawad, Gujarat 
and Kutdi, became eke leading figute bt the Indian utionahu 
mov emen t. Yet the keen natioo^E convictioM mamfesied 
owside Eurch often aemed to tufa some kind of a sea-change 
when tl^reniRwd home. In spite of all ihatMaharao Rhengar 
was doing, and trymg to do, for his State, Kutdi remained 
esKDCiaUy a place where ctungi west on in eradicmial ways, 
where the ol^ gods were wnnLpped in the old frihioo, where 
ihe eaaeitul coniervaeism of oudook which underlay die 
brilliant commeecUl apdeude in the Kutchis* make-up could 
£nd die satsfaetion which iccraved. At the head oftius aneUnt 
and firmly rooted policy stood die venerated figure of Maharao 
Khesi^, who wu dwrihed by Mahaema Gandhi hiinaelf 
when ne came to vide Euteh aod had a long inietview with the 
Maharao, as a great and ww ruler, It is true that there waa a 
CongrcH Parry in Kuich which preaud, though in somewhat 
half-heatted (uhion, for reforms of various kinds, including 
more municipelitia, more local councils ond even fail repre- 
seaettive initinuioiu. But in their mnermoit convktient, many 
Kutchia deeired little change in the old ways. ThOM who frft 
that (he aimowhere was too cramping for them found many 
opportunitia for employing their talents abroad. ThroughoDt 
the period when rhe In^ States Peoples ConfWence Organ* 
isaiion was miking things dificolt for so many Indian Riders, 

there was no crouM in Kuich. There, Ruler and people under* 

stood one another: outside ‘^taeott* were given a tolerant 
heanrig and full freedom hut went away having effected little. 
Kutch knew ne repreuve leg^station—the Maharao would 
never descend to it—speech was free. 

The growth of the nationaliR movement, and the inevit^ 
bihry of its eventual succea m securing political bdepadence 
for India, ctuied the Indian Princes mc^ anxiety and in the 
yean which separated the first and the second world wan there 
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was much CDnsuleadm bctwcoi them abouf the policy ^ii 4 u^ 
(hey ^uld adopi lo meet the new conduicpns which (hey 
i h **4 The Britd^ gave many solemo pledges chac 
(hete £uiMul would never be abandooed; ihacthe Treanes 
would be observed in perpetuiey, ihac all (be Princes need do 
was to adapt their admuiiuruioas to (he changing (imee by 
promoEing (he welfare o£ (heir people and by eBodatiog them 
in some meesure with che reaponsthdiuea rule. Yet at ihc 
same tune, ihe lodun Govenunent cook uie to inriic upon 
their own uldsute control over (he Indian States and ibdt 
Rulers, regardbn of the spirit, and loneiime* of the lerter, of 
the original Treabet, by wetting the oveeMnasteriog right of 
Sndshptuamonntey. ^^luleleit quite true that the strong hand 
of Brieih power had preserved many Indian States hom inter¬ 
nal revobnoo and &cm ether disasters which might otherwise 
have dewoyed them, the docmae of panunounccy ultimaMly 
waJtened the States by uoderlining their d»endene« upon 
Shtsifa pretecuon and thus iaolatmg them uom the main 
mreens of Indian nationalist sentiment. The bsdtiuion of the 
ebambet of Princes in (psi, though doubtlssa intended to 
fester the expertdon and promote the progrus of the Indian 
Smm, complecsd (his proeos of iseiabeA ^ investing them 
with all the characertutiei ofa'thirdferee'in what had hitherto 
been a tw>w«y snuggle between the British and the mov^ 
menu of Indian nationalism. All this was the moreanfortunats 
'ficitiih India' and the Indian Saates were alike parts of 
the same country: their ineerests wrte identical and if the 
Indian States had been left to thenuelvei, they could have 
reached an undenBSidmg—as they did for the momoit dunog 
the Round Table Cooferenee in London in the early thirties, 
and as they very nearly did for good and all in 1947—with 
Indian naiionahst leaders. In the event British p^sey, and dieir 
own diBOtfioni, gradually led che Suces along a road, 
from which cliete ws no rerum. whidi eliimnated diem as an 
eff ecave force in modem India. 

Maharao Kheigar marked these dcvelopraents with 
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easmess. He syropathized widi du ideal of a self-govennng 
India, and ke knew that Kv«b had an unporuni ccACributitti 
CO make wlieo chij ideal came co&« attained. At the same cine, 
he aaw tkac eo long aa At Indian States continoed to be mere 
pewni os the pobocal cheashoard, uoJaced &om (he cat of 
hidsa by firiaui paramocmicy aod by the coacrol exercised 
through the Pohaal D^attment, th^ future must cemain 
uncaeaan. He therefore joined la the eflbrr, initiaced by Rulers 
like Mahanje Genga Singh of Bikanir, hu nephw, and 
Maharaja Bhupendn Singh of Patiala, n reach some definition 
of firitiih pecimouaccy which would, whde secuhng to the 
firicish the riglia which tlidr Treaciei with the Indian Stacea 
had given them, at the same Eiina leave the Prhcai some 
poUtual imeiauve and some scope lot nmeudofu with the 
newly-eokergiog fbrcea in BhEish India. Ini^aicempe, he, and 
the other ipomoti of the Indian Slates’ ease before the Bmltf 
Comnicree, appoinced to investigate 'paramouatc/ and the 
eomplalnti of the Indian States agaiaie ia opaatioa, were dia> 
appoinced; they gained aoihiag but yet laochec uniranee that 
CM BriEiih wow never deierc theoi. The Maharae’s hopes 
underweae t revival is ipji. when, as a repreaenadve of the 
bdian Stacea at the Rousid Table Conference, ha helped eo 
evolve the idea of a fedetaJ eonidtutioa for India, in which the 
Stata could play their part, fiuc again he was dhappoinied, 
becauae id else iubs«joeDr rtegoctatieni it became cleu eo him 
dut the main concern of the British were the iateran, aa they 
saw cheto, of fiririib India, and that in such a vital marter as 
port-dovelopnenc and fisealpoliey, there was no serious atrempt 
CO take the brdiaa Stata iato geeume paecnetship. 

b spite of hia dnagreement with many aspects of British 
policy towards the Indian Stacea, Maharao Rhengar had a deep 
afiection lor Bricaia and fbc the Bridsh eonnecdon with lodu. 
As be grew older, hu reputanon for wisdom and lor integrity 
kscreaied with hii years. In 1921. when he had occopied his 
chrcaieforalmcec halfa century, he was chosea to repxsent the 
Indian Princa at ihe Lnpenai Coofereoce in L^idocL He 
26 } 
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Kcdv^ die freedom of die Citie ofLoadon end of Beth and 
be nude tbe name of widely end honomebty blown 
bothm (he Uiiced Kingdom end (hroughoot die Continent of 
Sorope, vdieee be crevelied widely. He nude e great imptes> 
lion upon eU who mee him by the breedth end vuiety of hie 
intereea. He wai not only e e en io i Prince, with long expenence 
of the pioblcine of ruling: he wes alio e great sporunuo, 
aivd oralthologiee, deeply mtereated in anunel life 
end in the behaviour of friuaa both in eaptiviry and in their 
necural wsroimdingp. An exeellent ihor, he derived alraoBt 
o^uel plcarure &om huacng game la Indie, from ahooticg 
grome m Scotland end from well^ roebueh end beer on the 
state* of hit many frieodi In Prenee, Aonrie, Hungary end 
?^d. In ipaj hs vidied Suropc again, enlarging rtill further 
hii circle of ac<^ieintaneca end wimiag the high esteem of tbe 
experu in die Zoological Society of London by hie greet 
knowledge of the heku of beMti and birds. Next year, he 
visited Africa, end further added to hii repuntion u a naturalist 
and apoitaman. During the remainder of hii Lfr. he wsit to 
Europe as frequently u his ramoniibdicioi in Kureh permitted 
and became the beio 4 oown of all the Indian Prints, with the 
poedble exception of the Aga Khan, si many Cootineocal 
countriei 

He bd long fmaeen the outbreak of die seco n d world war: 
but the year tp3p depccaed him sadly, ibee it aeemad eo berald 
frircber delays in working out tbe coosiatuiional future of 
lodta. and to promise sn uuxeaK of political tension berwesi 
the British and the national «t lesdn He bed been on tbe 
throne for sixty^chree yean; he was well over aeveoty. His 
health was no< what it once had been: he tired easily. Morcovs, 
thing! had become djffrculc ibr him in Kutch. He had not besi 
fortunate in hs mjuiten: his confidence had lometUTiei besi 
abused. He had afraid to enttuR authority to anyone*, 

ho meticulous care for detail, which, as be got older, sometiae 
insrfoed with his sense of relatave values, made bun difBcuIt 
to work for; he found the burden of administiaUHi more and 
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more ooctous: sman of work Aeciundued mi th»e were 
complimB of Ktiom deliya in dealing with outeen of greal 
urgency, Osre agaiu, the uteimt esiignu of the raw of (he 
Yuvsraj of KuccK hid emerged: once ag&In, no »Iuiion had 
been (omi. Mahareo Khengai a eMest ton» Vyayv^i, wu 
now a man of ovet with grown-up lona of his own. The 
Malutao aad die Yunr^ had made an honeae effort ro divide 
the work berw««n them at an cariier period—bat the ^brt 
{ailed. Rather than Imperil hii relaaooi with hii {sther, to 
whom he was devoted» Maharao Kumar Vijayarwi begged to 
be relieved of teapoiuibilifiBi and ro be allowed to live ai a pri* 
vace ciriwn . At let^di. M^iarao Khengarobcaioed the servieea 
of in excellent Sngliih edminiauacor, Coload Webb, and 
things went more smoothly. 

Before he died, rather suddenly, ia iw. Maharao Khengar 
had become almost a legendary ligure with his people, with hit 
brother I'rmces ud wi^ the firt^ Govensment. He retained 
eo the last his Lvely mceraR b men, In thmgs and in the world 
around him. But in spite of his eaget mind and &e>ranging 
vision, there was much to be seen in the world of hii later yean 
of which he could not approve, He was bewddeced by the 
hurrying tempo of the modem age. Bvee eo, right to the 
end, hii planning for the improvmentt of the ecenemk 
coadirioM of Kue^ continued. He es^erimeoied drdeisly with 
oew crop!, oew treet, new nechodi. It wee his misfortune 
and the miifortime ofKutch—dial he ceuldoever command the 
capital necemry to bring hii admirable projects to fall ffuibon. 
Yet even so, lus work on XancUa Port, on afforestation and 
upon water coniervabon, laid the mdispeoaable foundation 
upon which the government of independent India wai later to 
build the Kutcb of the hiiure. 

Mahano ^T^ayawi, who siiueeded h)s hther in 194a, was 
ncaier sixty than fli^ when he was formally initalted as the 
sixreeath desceadact of Rao Khengar I to occupy the gaJH 
of Kuech. Throughout kb life he bad been to some extent Qvet> 
shadowed by his famous father and during later yean he bd 
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been oncasily cootcioiB thae although things were wrong in (he 
Sure, be coid^i ^ nothing to remedy (hem> The raulong 
fruitradoft woold have aouied » man oTIess generoiii (empen* 
menc, etpeoally u he knew himadi'—and wu muvmally ad- 
miaed'-To pemen great adminiscraiive ability end a thoroughly 
modan ooelook. He had travelled widely, he wai well reed, 
he wu an exc^mt sporaman, host and comrade, held in 
respect and afectiaii by Buny warm frienda in Britain, oo (he 
Condneat of Europe, and m the United Stales. He was in 
every way qoalihad to deal suceeafuUy with the prohlemi of 
fining Kulch Into the pauem of the new India which was 
merging into thape. Had it been bi deaeiny to succeed to the 

e w^ he WH ayon^ and auonget man. he su^t weU 
gathered to hts credit achievementi which would have 
•at him high among the Kuleri of Kuich. Sue he had been in 
indiifbent some yaui and, altkou^ he threw him- 

idf eagerly into hii high raaponikbthdei. hia physique, already 
damaged by Ulaaii, coaU not for long sustain them. He 
hod iMg enou^ to introduce usefiJ refiofrm into eh* adinirv> 
iitrafion, go extend aatariaOy the irrigaaon lyitem whidi 
owed so much go hii fathar a^ go aiiut maGehally, and with 
chsracseratk geMcosiey, in Ghe fbuadation of the new dty of 
Gandhkdam, But ai soon as the ww wse over, his Juolch obliged 
him to seek matmeat in fiitfope. Some of his brother Princes, 
'Mho did not cealJse bow ill he had become, were ioclinad to 
blame him for his lengdiy abseneea {rom India at the tune when 
Mr Atdee'i poiG-was Covemment of Britiin was plannirvg to 
nuke over isi power to Indian nationalas lesdera as soon as 
might be. Yet they were saddened to realize how greatly they 
had mi^udged him when be died, after tuliog wt only six 
years, in iPaS. During his abeeaca fiom (he Scstc, the burdei 
of admaucraoOD fell upon the Yuvicaj, Madansinhji, vrho had 
been (sained in admiiainncioa by his grandfiuher, Maharao 
Rbengar, had (ravelled extemively la his compuy end had 
nude the name of Kutch well known In yet anothe sphere of 
activiey, the woild of international (omii. 


206 



A MIV AOB BAWHS 

It was ferrunate indeed dut Yutv^ Madansinhji bad 
enjoyed eheadvanca^ of this esreepoaaal training, for ie M to 
bim CO neigoriatt. oq bebalfof hia &cher and of the Sta re, the 
cenni of ifae original accewoB of Euicb Eo (be new Uiuai of 
India for die diree viol nitgcoi of de(»ce, foreign reladoos 
and communicadoAL Lord MoimcbuKen. ebe Luc Britiih 
Viceroy of India, was eager go ensure char a woefcaUe politial 
iiiucTore for India, of which Indian Stares were ro be essential 
parts, should come mco exutence by August 2947, the month 
fixed for the ending of Bntiah rule. The Indian Pcinctt were 
under great pressure to rcfhiin from hindering the rapid march 
of events: to co-operais by nku^ ibeit places la (be new ael^ 
govemiiM India which was about to be bom. Yuvaraj Mad- 
ansia^i wui bad ce &e«ah«a 7 y burden of tBsponabdity and to 
take mocMncoua deewions fiom which tbm could be no 
retreat. In the dlffcwlt poriciea he acquitted hiouslf in a 
manner it 4 ueh won him suteece eateem respect both from 
the British officials and the Indian leaden with whom be was 
brouglit into cooticc, 

On hia ^thef s death early m 7948, Mahaiao MadaniiAbJi 
became the seve(ueesitK<..^ last^^escendaat of lUo 
Khcngar to exercise ruling pewers in the State of Kuich. TbsN 
ruling powers weee to last only for a matter of weeks, at the 
end of which the Mahareo eondoded du arrangemeats for the 
fistal mtegratifift of Kutch into the Indtan Union, 

To begin with, the G o ver nment showed a curious ignot* 
ance of the iradioonal relahooabip between thevado w branches 
of the Jadeja clan: they actually mpeeed that Kuteb should be 
meorporated m Sautiuhtra. which was to be treated (tern' 
porahly] as a separate State with the Mahar^a Jam Sabeb, 
repreasitadve ofajusior brandi ofthe Kticch Ruling Family, 
as Prince-Frerideni. the point of view of Eo^ such a 
plan was uathmkable and Maharao Madenrinbji successfully 
opposed it, conveying to the Covemmeu of India that the best 
sohirion was to coDvtii Eutch ioEo a cenErally administered 
trea atuely apan from Saurashtra. In dlls way the identity 
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of Eacd) wu prewrved, so that ev«& ¥>4vf (l9S8) it renuuu a 
lepante dirthct. dmioct from Savaahcra, ynihm the lar|et 
oUtty of the new Bombay State. 

Doripf the short period of his rule. MahAno MadansAhji 
bad many tirgent ptoblenu to settle. He had to saf^iaaxd the 
mreRSts of all who depended upon him. Everyone wu semem* 
bered. Eva the were not fo^otteo. By a gracious act, 

all the heavy debo which they ovm to (he Durbw were 
remiTtedi ih^ began the new era with a clean ilate-Hi mem¬ 
orable and noble ending of the long-dnvm-out a&uggle 
which their dhloyal behaviour towards the Mabarao's anceeeor, 
Mabario Bhitmalji, had imnated. Purtber, die Maharao eiH 
dowed uuDEueei fw eduution and made provision for then. 
Only who all tbia was done, had Maharao Madamia]^ leiiure 
»think of the immediate ratereats ofhimselfand hissuceeaaora. 
The final termi of the engagement were worthy of the dignity 
of both tides, aad eontatn-^crue » the reee^ of Kuich— 
certain ptovMoni which are not found in the documenci of 
other States. Nouble among them is a pledge by the Govern¬ 
ment CO ptovide the Maharao with foreign exchange for travel 
and insdy abroad and the prcaervatien of hit indsit macitisne 
oghtiand privilege! 

On June i, die Government of India took over com¬ 
plete control of du State. The long and dramatic history of 
Kotch, as an independent unit, came to ita logical end with the 
mergmg of the State in the new India. Some of the effecta of 
thii ehasge, endof the gams to which eacb party to it may con- 
fideally look forward, have been outlined in the Cm put of 
this brief inrvey, which has traced through die centuries one 
of the moR individual maolfesuciooa of the Indian genius for 
developing lool loyalties which even the nob and varied 
paetem of Mother can boast. 
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